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CC HAP L 


Shewing the wholefome ufes drawn from recording the. 
atchievements of thofe wonderful productions of Na- 
ture called Great MEN. ak - 


events, the defigns of which are laid, con- 
ducted, and brought to perfection by the ut- 

mo force of human invention and art, fhould be pro- 
duced by great and eminent men, fo the lives of fuch 
_ may be juitly and properly ftiled the quinteffence of 
hiftory. In thefe, when delivered to us by fenfible 
writers, we are not only molt agreeably entertained, 
but mott ufefully inftruéted : for befides-the attaining 
hence a coniummate knowledge of human nature in 
- general; of its fecret fprings, various windings, and 
perplexed mazes ; we have here before our eyes lively 
examples of whatever is amiable or deteftable, worthy 
of admiration or abhorrence, and are confequently 
taught, in a manner infinitely more effectual than by - 
precept, what we are eagerly to imitate or carefully 
-to avoid. 
Vou. V. B But 


A S it is neceflary that all great and furprifing 
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_ But befides the two obvious advantages of furvey- 
ing, as it were in a picture, the true beauty of virtue, 
and deformity of vice we may moreover learn from 
Plutarch, Nepos, Suetonius, and other biographers, 
this ufeful leffon, not too haltily, nor in the grois to 
beftow either our praife or cenjure; fince we {hall 
often find fuch a mixture of good and evil in the fame 
character, that it may require a very accurate judg- 
ment, and avery elaborate enquiry to determine on 
which fide the balance turns: for tho’ we fometimes 
meet with an Ariftides or a Brutus, a Lyfander or a 
Nero, yet far the greater number are of the mixt kind ; 


neither totally good nor bad; their greateft virtues be. 


ing obfcured and allayed by their vices, and thofe a- 
ain foftened and coloured over by their virtues. 

Of this kind was the illuftrious perfon whofe hiftory 
we now undertake; to whom tho’ Nature had given 
the greateft and moft fhining endowments, fhe -had not 
given them abfulautely pure and without alloy. Tho’ 


he had much of the admirable in his character, as much - 


perhaps as is ufually to be found in a hero, | will not 

et venture to affirm that he was entirely free from all 
defects s-or that the fharp eyes of Cen{ure could not 
ipy out fome little blemifhes lurking amongtt his 
snany great perfections. 

We would not therefore be underftood to affect gi- 
ving the reader a perfect or confummate pattern of 
human excellence; but rather, by taithfully record- 
ing fome little imperfections, which fhadowed over the 
Juftre of thofe great qualities which we fhall here re- 
cord, to teach the leffon we have above mentioned ; 
to induce our reader with us to lament the frailty of 
human nature, and to convince him that no mortal, 
after a thorough fcrutiny, can be a proper object of 
our adoration. 

But before. we enter on this great work, we muff 
endeavour to remove foie errors of opinion which 
mankind have, by the difingenuity of writers, con- 
tracted: for thefe, from their fear of contradicting 
the obfolete and abfurd doétrines of a fet of fimple 
fellows, called, in derifion, fages or philofophers, have 


cadeavoured, — as much as poilible, to confound the 
ideas 
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ideas of greatnefs and goodnefs; whereas no two things 
can poflibly be more diftina from each other; for 
Greatnefs confifts in bringing all manner of mifchief 
on mankind, and Goodnefs in removing it from them. 
Is feems therefore very unlikely that the fame perfon 
fhould poiflefs them. both; and yet nothing is more 
ufual with writers, who find many inftances of great- 
nefs in their favourite hero, than to make him a com- 
pliment of goodnefs into the bargain; and this, with- 
out confidering that by fuch means they deftroy this 
great perfection called uniformity of character. In 
the hiftories of Alexander and Cetar, we are frequent- 
ly, and indeed impertinently reminded of their be- 
nevolence and generofity, of their clemency and kinds 
nefs. When the former had with fire and fword over- 
run’a vaft empire, had deftroyed the lives of an im- 
menfe number of innocent wretches, had fcattered ruin 
and defolation like a whirlwind, we are told, as an ex- 
ample of his clemency, that he did not cut the throat 
of an old woman, and ravith her daughters, but was 
content with only undoing them. And when the 
thighty Cafar, with wonderful greatnefs of mind, 
had deitroyed the liberties of his country, and with 
all the means’of fraud and force had placed himéelf 
at the head of his equals, had corrupted and enflaved the 
greateft peoplel whom the fun ever faw; we are re- 
minded as an evidence of his generofity, of his lar- 
geffes to his followers and tools, by whofe means he 
had accomplitfhed his purpoje, and by whofe aflittance 
he was to eftablith it. 

Now, who doth not fee that fuch fneaking quali- - 
ties as thefe are rather to be bewailed as rmperfections 
than admired as ornaments in thefe great men; rather. 
obfcuring their glory, and holding them back in their 
race to greatnefs, indeed unworthy the end for which 
they feem to have come into the world, viz. of per- 
petrating vaft and mighty mifchief? 

We hope our reader will have reafon juftly to ac- 
quit-us of any fuch confounding ideas in the follow- 
Ing pages; in which, as we are to record the actions 
. Of a great man, fo we have no where mentioned any 
{park of goodnels, which had difcovered itfelf eithere 
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cortices Sins, or more glaringly in any other perfon, 
| *oonanels apd imperfection, difqualifying them: 
1: sings which lead to honour and efteem a- 

elo, Teh. 

As out hero had as little as, perhaps, is to be found 
ci tha. meannefs, indeed only enough to make him 
ae axet of the imperfection of humanity, inftead of 

the perfection of Diabolifm, we have ventured to call 
mint THe Great; nor do we doubt byt our reader,. 
when he hath perufed his ftory, will concur with us in 
allowing him that title. 


C H A P. IL. 


Giving an account of as many of our hero's anceftors as 
can be gathered out of the rubbifh of antiquity, which 
hath been carefully fifted for that purpofe 


T is the cuflom of all biographers, at their en- 
trance into their work, to ftep a little backwards 
(as far, indeed, generally as thay are able) and to 
trace up their hero, as the ancients did the river Nile, 
till an incapacity of proceeding higher puts an end to 
their fearch. 

What firft gave rife to this method, is fomewhat 
difficult to determine. Sometimes [ have thought that 
the hero’s anceftors have been introduced as foils to 
himfelf. Again I have imagined it might be to ob- 
viate a fufpicion that fuch extraordinary’ perfonages 
were not produced in the ordinary courfe of nature, 
and may have proceeded from the author’s fear that 
_ if we were not told who their fathers were, they might 
be in danger, like prince Prettyman, of being fup- 
pofed to.khave had none. Laftly, and perhaps more 
truly, I have conjectured that the defign of the bio- 
grapher hath been no more than to fhew his great 
Jearning and knowledge of antiquity. A defign to 
which the world hath probably owed many notable 


difcoveries, and indeed moft of the labours of our ane 


tiquarians. 
But whatever original this cuftom had, it is now 
too well eftablifhed to be difputed. | fhall therefore 
conform to it in the ftriceft manner, 7 
r 
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Mr Jonathan Wild, or Wyld, then (for he him- 
\ felf did not always agree in one method of {pelling 
his name) was defcended from the great Wolfstan 
Wild, who came over with Hengilt, and diftinguifhed 
himilelf very eminently at that tamous feflival, where 
the Britons were fo treacheroufly murdered by the 
_ Saxons; for when the word was given, é. ¢. Nemet ecur 
Saxes, Take out your fwords, this gentleman, being a 
little hard of hearing, miitook the found for Nezet 
ber Sacs, Take out their purfes; intead therefore of 
applying to the throat, he immediately applied to the 
pocket of his gueft, and contented himfelf with taking 
all that he had, without attempting his life. 
The next anceltor of our hero, who was remark- 
ably eminent, was Wild, furnamed Langfanger, or 
Longfinger. He flourifhed in the reign of Henry III. 
and was ftriftly attached to Hubert de Burgh, whofe. 
friendfhip he was recommended to by his great excel- 
dence in an art, of which Hubert was himielf the in-_ 
ventor: he could, without the knowledge of the pro- 
_ prietor, with great eafe and dexterity, draw forth a. 
man’s purfe from any part of his garment where it 
was depofited, and hence he derived his furname. 
This gentleman was the firft of his family who had 
the honour to fuffer for the good of his country: on 
whom a wit of that time made the following epitaph. 


O fhame o° Fuftice! Wild is hang’d, 
For thatten he a pocket fang’d,' 
While fafe old Hubert, and his gang, 
Doth pocket o the nation fang. 


Langfanger left a fon named Edward, whom he 
had carefully inftructed in the art for which he hinf- 
felf was fo famous. This Edward had a grandfon 
who ferved as a volunteer under the famous Sir John 
Falftaff, and by his gallant demeanour fo recom- 
mended himfelf to his captain, that he would have 
certainly been promoted by him, had Harry the fifth: 

- kept his word with his old companion. 

After the death of Edward, the family remained 
in fome obfcurity down to the reign of Charles the 
Arft, when James Wild diftinguifhed himfelf on boty 
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fides the queRion in the civil wars, paffing from one 
to Vother, as Heaven feemed to declare iielt in fa- 
vour of either party. At the end of the war, James 
not being rewarded according to his merits, as is 
ufually the cafe of fuch impartial perfons, he afloci- 
ated himfelf with a brave man of thofe times, whofe 
name was Find, and declared open war with both 
partics, He was fuccefstul in feveral actions, and 
Jpoiled many of the enemy; till at length, being 
overpowered and taken, he was, contrary to the law 
of arms, put bafely and cowardly to death, by a com- 
bination between twelve men of the enemy’s party, 
who, after fome contultation, unanimoufly agreed on, 
the faid murder. 

This Edward took to wife Rebecca the daughter 
of the abovementioned John Hind, Efq; by whom he 
had iflue John, Edward, Thomas, and Jonathan, and 
three daughters, namely Grace, Charity, and Honour. 
- John tollowed the fortunes of his father, and fuffering, 
with him, left no iffue. Edward was fo remarkabte 
for his compaflionate temper, that he fpent his life 
in jioliciting the caufes of the diftreiled captives in 
Newgate, and is reported to have held a ftri@ friend- 
Ship with an eminent divine, who {folicited the fpiri- 
tual caufes of the Jaid captives. He married Editha, 
daughter and co-hcirets of Geoffry Snap, Gent. who 
Jong enjoyed an office under the high theriff of Lon- 
don and Middiefex, by which, with great reputation, 
he acquired a hand/ome fortune:.by her he had no 
ifue. Yhomas went very young abroad to one of 
our American colonies, and hath not been fince heard 
of. As for the daughters, Grace was married toa 
merchant of Yorkfhire, who dealt in horfes. Charity 
took to hufband an eminent gentleman, whofe name 
I cannot learn; but who was famous for fo friendly a 
difpofition, that he was bail for above a hundred per- 
fons in one year. He had likewite the remarkable 
humour of walking in Weftminiter-hall with a traw 
mn his thee. Honcur, the youngett, dieu unmarried. 
She lived many ycers-in this town, was a grear fre- 
_ qventer of plays, and ud to be remarkable for diltri- 
buting oranges co all who would accept of them. 

Jonathan 


. 
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Jonathan married Elizabeth, daughter of Scragg 
Hollow, of Hockley-in-the-Hole, Eiq; and by her 
had Jonathan, who is the ‘illuitrious iubject of thete 
memoirs. . 


The birth, parentage, and educatien of Mr Jonathan 
Wild the Great. 


T is obfervable that nature feldom produces any 

one who is afterwards to act a notable part on 
the ftage of life, but fhe gives fome warning of her- 
intention; and as the dramatic poet generally pre- 
pares the entry of every confiderable character, with 
a folemn narrative, or at leait a great flouriih of drums 
and trumpets; fo doth this our Alma Mater by fome 
fhrewd hints pre-admonifh us of her intention, giving. 
us warning as it were, and crying : 


ED 


Venienti occurrite morbo. 


Thus Aftyages, who was the grandfather of Cyrus, 
dreamt that his daughter was brought to bed. of a 
vine whofe branches overf{pread all Afia; and He- 
cuba, while big with Paris, dreamt that Ihe was de-, 
livered of a firebrand that fet all Troy in flames; fo — 
did the mother of our Great Man, while fhe was with, 
child of him, dream that fhe was enjoyed in the night 
by the gods Mercury and Priapus. ‘This dream, 
puzzled all the learned altrologers of her time, feem-. 
ing to imply in it a contradiction; Mercury being the, 
god of ingenuity, and Priapus the terror of thofe who 
practifed it. What made this dream the more won- 
derfuJ, and perhaps the true caule of its being re- 
membered, was a very extraordinary circumitance, iuf- 
ficiently denoting fomething preternatural in it; for 
tho’ the had never heard even the name of either of. 
thefe gods, fhe repeated theie very words in the morn- 
ing, with only a fmall miftuke of the quantity of the. 
Jatter, which the chofe to call Priapus initead of Pri- 
apus; and her hufband {wore that chcugh he might. 
pollibly have named Mercury to her (for he had 
heard of fucha lieathen god) he never in his life oe 
me ave 
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have anywife pnt her in mind of the other deity, with 
whom he had no acquaintance. 

Another remarkable incident was, that during 
her whole pregnancy the conitantly longed for every 
thing fhe faw; nor could be fatisfied with her wifh 
unleis fhe enjoyed i it clandeitinely : and as nature, by 
true and accurate obfervers, is remarked to give us no 
appetites without turnifhing us with the means of gra- 
tifying them; fo had fheat this time a moft marvellous 
glutinous quality attending her fingers, to which, ag 
to birdlime, every thing clofely adhered that fhe 
handled. 
_ To omit other ftories, fome of which may. be per- 

haps the growth of fuperflition, we proceed to the 
birth of our hero, who made his firlt appearance on 
this great theatre, the very day when the plague firft 
broke out in 1665. Some fay his mother was deliver- 
ed of him in an hovfe of an orbicular or round form - 
in Covent-Garden; but of this we are not certain. 
He was fome years ‘afterwards baptized by the famous 
Mr, Titus Oates. 

Nothing very remarkable pafs’d in his years of. 
infancy, fave, that as the letters 74 are the molt dif- 
ficult of pronunciation, and the laft which a child ate 
tains to the utterance of, fo they were the fir(t that 
came with any readinefs from young mafter Wild. 
Nor muft we omit the early indications which he gave 
of the {weetnefs of his temper; for tho’ he was by no 
means to be terrified into compliance, yet might he 
by a fugar-plim be brought to your purpofe: indeed, 
to fay the truth, he was to be brib’d to any thing, 
which made many fay, he was certainly born to be a 
Great Man. 

He was f{carce fettled at {chool before he gave marks 
of his lofty and afpiring temper; and was regarded 
by all his fchool-fellows with that deference which 
men generally pay to thofe fuperior genius’s who will 
exact it of them. If an orchard was to be robb’d, 
Wild was confulted, and tho’ he was himfelf elem 
concerned in the execution of the defign, yet was he 
always concerter of it, and treafurer of the booty; 
meme little part of which he would now and then, with: 

wonderful 
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wonderful generofity, beftow on thofe who took it, 
He was generally very fecret on thefe occafions;; but 
#f any offered to plunder of his own head, without 
acqhainting Mr Wild, and making a depofit of 
the booty, he was fure to have an information againk 
him lodged with ‘the fchool-maiter, and to be fev erely 
punithed for his pains. 

He difcovered fo little attention to fchool- -learning, 
that his mafter, who was a very wife and worthy man, 
foon gave over ajl care and trouble on that account, 
and acquainting his parcnts that their fon proceeded 
extremely well in his ftudies, he permitted his pupil 
to follow his own inclinations ; perceiving they led 
him to nobler purfuits than the feiences ; which are ge- 
nerally acknowledged to be a very unprofitable ftudy, 
and indeed greatly to hinder the advancement of men 
in the world. But though Mr Wild was not elteemed 
the readieft at making his exercile, he was univerfally 
allowed to be the mot dextrous at ftealing it of all 
his {chool-fellows ; being never detected in fuch fur- 
tive compofitions, nor indeed in any other exercita- 
trons of his great talents, which all inclined the fame 
way, but once, when he had laid violent hands on a 
book called Gradus ad Parnafflum,i.e. A ftep towards 
Parnaflus ; on which account his matter, who was @ 
man of molt wonderful wit and fagacity, is faid to 
have told him, he wifhed it might not prove in the 
event Gradus ad Patibulum,i.e. A ftep towards the 
gallows. 

But though he would not give himfelf the pains res 
quifite to acquire a competent fufficiency in the learn- 
ed languages, yet did he readily liften with attention 
to others, efpecially when they tranflated the claflicak 
authors to him; nor was he in the leaft backward, 
at all fuch times, to exprefs his approbation. He was 
wonderfully pleafed with that paflage in the eleventh 
Jliad, where Achilles is faid to have bound two fons of 
Priam upon a mountain, and afterwards to have re- 
Jeafed them for a fum of money. This was, he faid, 
alone fufficient to refute thofe who affe&ted a contempt 
for the wifdom of the ancients, and an undeniable 
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teftimony of the great antiquity of * Priggifm. He 
was ravifhed with the account which Neltor gives in 
the fame book, of the rich booty which he bore off 


(1. e. ftole) from the Eleans. He was defirous of hav- — 


ing this often repeated to him, and, at the end of eve- 
ry repetition, he conftantly fetched a deep figh, and 
faid, ‘ It was a glorious booty.’ | 

When the ftory of Cacus was read to him out of 
the eighth Azneid, he generoutfty pitied the unhappy 
fate of that great man, to whom he thought Hercules. 
much too fevere; one of hts fchool-fellows commend- 
ing the dexterity of drawing the oxen backward by 
their tails into his den, he {miled, and with fome ditf- 
dain, faid, He could have tanght him a better way. 

He was a paflionate admirer of heroes, particular 
ly of Alexander the Great, between whom and the 
Jate king of Sweden he wotld frequently draw pa- 
rallels|5 He was much delighted with the accounts 
of the Czar’s retreat from the latter, who carried off 
the inhabitants of great cities to people his own coun- 
try. © This,’ he faid, ‘ was not once thought of by A~ 
* lexander ; but,’ added, ‘ perhaps he did not want 
¢ them.’ 

Happy had it been for him, if he had confined him- 
felf to this {phere; but his chief, if not only blemi( lr 
was, that he would fometimes, from an humility in his 
Nature, too pernicious to true greatnefs, condefcend to: 
an intimacy with inferior things and perfons. Thus the 
Spanifh Rogue was his favourite bouk, and the Cheats 
of Scapin his favourite play, | 

The young gentleman being now at the age of fe- 
venteen, his father, from a foolilh prejudice to our uni- 
verfities, and out of a falfe, as well as excellive regard 
to his morals, brought his fon to town, where he refid« 


ed with him till he was of an age te travel. Whilit he” 


was here, all imaginable care awas taken of his inftruc- 
tion, his father endeavouring his utmoft to inculcate 
principles of honour and gentility into his fon. 


© This word in the cant language fignifes thievery. 
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Mr Wild's firft entrance into the world. His acquaint 
ance with Count La Rufe. 


N accident happened foon after his arrival in 
town, which almolt faved the father his whole 
labour on this head, and provided Mr Wild a bet- 
ter tutor than any after care or expence could have 
furnifled him with. The old gentleman, it feems, 
was a Fotcower of the fortunes of Mr Snap, fon 
of Mr Geoffry Snap, whom we have before mention- 
ed to have enjoyed a reputable office under the Sheriff 
of London and Middlefex, the daughter of which 
Geoffry had intermarried with the Wilds. Mr Snap 
the younger, being thereto well warranted, had laid 
violent hands on, or, as the vulgar exprefs it, arreit- 
ed one count La Rufe, a man of conliderable figure 
in thofe days, and had confined him'to his own houfe, 
till he could find two feconds who would in a formal 
manner give their words that the Count thould, at a 
certain day and place appointed, anfwer all that one 
Thomas Thimble a taylor had to fay to him; which 
‘Thomas Thimble, it feems, alledged that the Count 
had, according to the Jaw of the realm, made over 
his body to him as a fecurity for fome fuits of cloaths 
to him delivered by the faid Thomas Thimble. Now, 
as the Count, though perfectly a man of honour, could 
not immediately find thete feconds, he was obliged for 
fome time to refide at Mr Snap’s houfe : for it feems 
the law of the land is, that whoever owes another 10 1. 
or indeed 2]. may be, on the oath-of that perfon, 
immediately taken up and carried away from his own 
houfe and family, and kept abroad till he is made to 
owe 50]. whether be will or no; for which he is, per- 
haps, afterwards obliged to lie i in goal; and all thefe 
without any trial had, or any other evidence of the 
debt than the abovefaid oath, which tf untrue, as it 
sla: happens, you have no remedy againtt the perjur- 

- he was, forfooth! miftaken. 
“Bot though Mr Snap would not, (as perhaps by 
the nice rules of honour he was obliged), saa the 
ount 
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Count on his parole ; yet did he not, as by the ftrict 
rules of law he was enabled, confine him to his cham- 
ber. The Count had his liberty of the whole houfe, 
and Mr Snap uling only the precaution of keeping his 
. doors well locked and barred, took his prifoner’s word 
that he would not go forth. 

Mr Snap had by his fecond lady two daughters, 
who were now in the bloom of their youth and beauty. 
Thefe young ladies, like damfels in romance, com- 
pallionated the captive Count, and endeavoured by ali 
means to make his confinement lefs irkfome to him ; 
which, though they were both very beautiful, they 
could not attain by any other way fo effectually, as 
by engaging with him at cards, in which contentions, 
as will appear hereafter, the Count was greatly fkil- 
ful. 

As whifk and fwabbers was the game then in the 
chief vogue, they were obliged to look for a fourth 
perfon, in order to make up their parties. Mr Snap 
himielf would fometimes relax his mind from the vio- 
Jent fatigues of his employment, by thefe recreations ; 
and fometimes a neighbouring young gentleman, ot 
lady, came in to their affiftance: but the moft fre- 
quent gueft was young Matter Wild, who had been 
educated from his infancy with the Mifs Snaps, 
and was, by all the neighbours, allotted for the huf- 
band of Mifs Tifhy, or Letitia, the younger of the 
two: for though, being his coufin german, fhe was, 
‘perhaps, in the eye of a ftrict confcience, fomewhat 
‘too nearly related tohim; yet the old people on both 
fides, though fufficiently fcrupulous in nice matters, 
agreed to overlook this objection. 

Men of great genius as eafily difcover one another 
as free mafons can. It was therefore no wonder that 
the Count foon conceived an inclination to an inti- 
macy with our young hero, whofe vaft abilities could 
not ke concealed from one of the Count’s difcern- 
ment; for though this latter was fo expert at his cards, 
that he was proverbially faid to play the whole game, 
he was no match for Mr Wild, who, inexperienced 
as he was, notwithftanding all the art, the dexterity, 


and often the fortune of his adverfary, never failed to 
2 | fend. 
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fend him away from the table with lefs in his pocket 
than he brought to it, for indeed Langfanger himielf 
could not have extracted a purle with more ingenuity 
than our young hero. 

His hands made frequent vifits to the Count’'s 
pocket before the latter had entertained any {i'!pi- 
cion of him, imputing the feveral loffes he fultiined 
rather to the innocent and fprightly frolic of Milfs 
Dothy, or Theodofia, with which, as fhe indulged 
him with little innocent freedoms about her perton in 
return, he thought himfelf obliged to be contented ; 
but one night, when Wild imagined the Count aflcep, 
he made fo unguarded an attack upon him, that the 
other caught him in the faé@: however he did not_ 
think proper to acquaint him with the difcovery he 
had made; but preventing him from any booty at 
that time, he only took care for the future to button 
his pockets, and to pack the cards with double in- 
dullry. 

So far was this detection from cavfing any quarrel 
- between thefe two Prigs *, that in reality it recom- 
mended themtoeach other: for a wife man, that is 
to fay a rogue, conliders a trick in life, as a games 
fter doth a trick at play. It fets him on his guard ; 
but he admires the dexterity of him who plavs it. 
Thete therefore, and many other fuch inftances of in- 
genuity, operated fo violently on the Count, that 
notwithftanding the difparity which age, title, and, 
above all, drefs, had fet between them, he refolved 
to enter into an acquaintance with Wild. This foon 
produced a perfect intimacy, ant that a friendfhip, 
which had‘a longer duration than is common to that 
pafflion between perfons who only propofe to them- 
felves the common advantages of eating, drinking, 
whoring, or borrowing money; which ends as they 
foon fail, fo doth the triend{hip founded upon them. 
Mutual interett, the greateit of all purpofes, was the, 
cement of this alliance, which nothing, of conte- 
quence, but fuperior intereft was capable of diffol- 
ving. 
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CHAP. V. ° 


A dialogue between young Maffer Wild and Count La 


Rufe, which having extended to the resoinder, had 
a very quict, eafy and nataral conclu fic On. 


NE evening after the Mifs Snaps were retired 
to reft, the Count thus addrefled himielf to 


young ‘Wild: © You cannot, I. apprehend, Mr Wild 


‘ 
‘€ 


~ a 


“ 


© be fuch a ftranger to your own great capacity, as 
to be furprifed when I tell you, | have often viewed, 
with a mixture of aftontfhmeut and concern, your 
fhining qualities confined to a fphere, where they 
can never reach the eyes of thofe who would intro- 
duce them properly into the world, and raife you 
to an eminence, where you may blaze out to the 
admiration of all men. I affure you I am pleafed 
with my captivity, when I refleé&t, I am likely to 
owe to it an acquaintance, and I hope friendthip, 
with the grearelt genius of my age; and what, is 
Rill more, when | indulge my vanity with a pro- 
{pect of drawing from obicurity, pardon the expref- 
fion, fuch talents, as were, | believe, never before 
like to have been buried in it: for I make no quef- 
tion, but, at my difcharge from confinement, 
which will now focn happen, I thall be able to in- 
troduce you into company, where you may reap 
the advantage of your fuperior parts. 

‘ f will bring you acquainted, Sir, with thofe, 
who as they are capable of fetting a true value on 
fuch qualifications, fo they will have it both in their 


. power and inclination to prefer you for them, Such 


an introdudcticn is the only advantage you want, 
without which your merit might be your misfor- 
tune; for thofe abilittes which would entitle you 
to hcnour and profit in a fuperior ftation, may ren- 
der you only obnoxious to danger and difgrace in a 
Jower.’ . 
Mr Wild anfwered: * Sir, I am not infenfible 
of my obligations to you, as well for the over-va- 
Ine you have fet on my fmall abilities, as for the 
kiadnefs you expreis in offering te introduce me 
‘ among 
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among my fuperiors. I muft own, my father hath 
often perfuaded me to pufh myfelf into the compa- 
ny of my betters ; but, to fay the truth, [ have an: 
aukward pride in my nature, which ts better pleated 
with being at the head of the loweft clafs, than at 
the bottom of the highelt. Pernt me to fay, tho’ 
the idea may be foimewhat coarfe, 1 bad rather 
ftand on the fummit of a dunglill, than at the 


-bottom of a hill in paradife; 1 have always thought ~ 


it fignifies little into what rank of life [am thrown, 
provided I make a great figure therein; and fhould& 
be as well fatisfied with exerting my talents well at 
the head of a {mall party or gang, as in the com- 
mand of a mighty army: for I ain far from agree- 
ing with you, that great parts are often loft in a 
low fituation; on the contrary, E am convinced tt 
is impoflible they fhould be loft. I have often per- 
fuaded mvlelf that there were not fewer than 2 
thoufand in Alexander’s troops capable of perform- 
ing what Alexander himfelf did. 

‘ But becaufe fuch fpirits were not elected or 


deitined to animperial command, are we therefore to 


imagine they came off without a booty? or that 
they contented themfelves with the fhare in cow- 
mon with their comrades? Surely, no. In civik 
life, doubtlefs, the fame genius, the fame endows 
ments have often compofed the ftatefinan and the 
prig: for fo we call what the valgar name a Thief. 
The fame parts, the fame actions often promote 
men to the head of fuperior focieties, which rate 
them to the head of lower; and where is the eflen- 
tial difference, if the one ends on Tower-hill, and 
the other at Tyburn? Hath the block any pre- 
ference to the gallows, or the ax to the halter, but 
what was given them by the ill-guided judgment of | 
men? You will pardon me therefore, if | am not 
fo haftily inflamed with the common outfide of 
things, nor join the general opinion in preferring 
one itate to another. A guinea.is as valuable in 2 
leathern as in an embroidered purfe; and a cod’s 
head is a cod’s head itill, whether in a pewter or 2 
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The Connt replied as follows: ¢ What you have 
now faid doth not leilen my idea of your capacity ; 
but confirms my opinion of the ill effets of bad 
and low company. Can any man doubt, whe her 
it is better to be a great ftate{nan, or a common 
thief? | have often heard that the devil ufed to fay, 
where, or to whom, 1 know not, that it was better 
to reign in Hell, then to be a valet de chambre in 
Heaven, and perhaps he was in the right; but fure 
if he had had the choice of reigning in either, he 
would have chofen better. The truth therefore, is, 
that by low conver/ation we contra& a greater awe 
for high things than they deferve. We decline 
great puriuits not from contempt, but defpair. The 
man who prefers the high road to a more reputable 
way of making his fortune, doth it becavfe he 
imagines the one eafier than the other: but you 


yourlelf have afferted, and with undoubted truth, . 


that the fame abilities qualify you for undertaking, 
and the fame means will bring you to your end in 
boih journeys; as in mufic, it is the fame tune 
whether you play it in a higher or a lower key. 
To initance in fome particnlars-:: Is it not the fame 
qualification which enables this man to hire him. 
felf as a fervant, and to get into the confidence 
and fecrets of his matter, in order to rob him, and 
that to undertake tru{ts of the higheft nature with 
a defign to break and betray them? Is it lefs diffi- 
cult by falfe tokens to deceive a thop-keeper into 
the delivery of his goods, which you afterwards 
run away with, than to impofe upon him by outs 
ward fplendor, and the appearance of fortune, ms 
to a credit by which you gain, and he lofes twenty 
times as much? Doth it not require more dexterity 
in the fingers to draw out a man’s purfe from his 
pocket, or to take a lady’s watch from her fide, 
without being perceived of any, an excellence in 
which, without flattery, I am perfuaded you have 
no fuperior, than to cog a die, or to fhuffe a 


pack of cards? Is not as much art, as many exe - 


cellent qualities, required to make a pimping por- 
ter ata common bawdy-houfe, as would enable. a 
é ‘ maQ 
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man to proftitute his own or his friend’s wife or 
‘child? Doth it not atk as good a memory, as nimble 
an invention, as fteady a countenance, to forfwear 
yourfelf in Weftminfter-hall, as would furnith out @ 
complete tool of ftate, or perhaps a ftatefmman him- 
felf? It rs needlefs to particularife every initance s 
in all we fhall find, that there is a nearer connection 
between high and low life than is generally ima- 
gined, and that a highwayman ts entitled to more 
favour with the great than he ufually meets with. 
If therefore, as § think I have proved, the fame parts 
which quahfy a man fur eminence in a low fphere, 
qualify him hkewife for eminence in a higher, {ure 
it can be no doubt in which he would chute to exert 
them. Ambition, without which no ene can bea 
great man, will immediately initrué& him, in your 
own phrafe, to prefer a hill in paradife to a dung- 
hill; nay, even fear, a patlion the molt repugnant to 
greatnefs, will fhew him how much more fafely he 
may indulge himfelf in the full and free exertion of 
his mighty abilities in the higher, than in the lower 
rank: fince experience teaches. him, that there is 
a crowd oftener in one year at Tyburn, than om 
Tower hill in a century” Mr Wild, with mucly - 


folemnity, rejoined, ¢ That the fame capacity which 
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qualifies a Milken *, a Bridle-cull +, or a Buttock 
and File {, to arrive at any degree of eminence in 
his profeffion, would likewife raife aman in what 
the world efteem a more honourable calling, | do 
not deny; nay, in many of your inftances it is evie 
dent, that more ingenuity, more art are neceffary to 
the lower, than the higher proficients. If there~ 
fore you had only contended, that every prig might 
be a ftatefman if he pleated, | had readily agreed to 
it; .but when you. conclude, that it is his intereit te» 
be fo, that ambition would bid him take that alter- 
Native, ina word, that a {tatefman is greater or hap~ 
pier than a Prig, I mult deny my affent. But, im 
comparing thefe “two together, we mutt carefully 


* A Houfebreaker. + A Highwayman. 4A Shoplifter. 


Terms used in the Cant D:ctionary, 


C 3 | © avoid: 
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* avoid being mifled by the vulgar erroneous eftima= 
« tion of things: for mankind err in difquifitions of 
¢ this nature, as phyficians do, who, im conlidcring 
* the operations of a difeafe, have not a due regard to- 
‘the age and complection of the patient. * The 
¢ fame degree of heat, which is common in this con- 
‘ ititution, may be a fever in that; in the fame man-= 
* ner that which may be riches or honour to me, may 
* be poverty or difgrace to anotber: for all theie 
« things are to be eitimated by relation to the perion 
‘ who poflefles them. A booty of rol. looks-as great 
* in the eve of a Bridle cull, and gives as: much real 
¢ happi::efs to his fancy, as that of as many thoufands. 
‘ to the tatefman; and doth not the former lay out 
‘ his acqufitions in whores and fiddles, with much 
© greater joy and mirth, than the latter in palaces and. 
‘ pictures? What are the flattery, the falfe com- 
* piiments of his gang, to the ftatefman, when he 
¢ himfelf muft condemn his own blunders, and is. 
* obliged again his will to give fortune the whole 
‘ honour of his fuccefs? what is the pride, refult- 
‘ ing from fuch fham applaufe, compared to the fe- 
* cret fatisfaction which a Prig enjoys in his mind in. 
* reflecting ona well-contrived and a well-executed 
« fcheme? Perhaps indeed the greater danger is on 
© the Prig’s fide; but then you muft remember, that 
* the greater honcur is fo too. When I mention hoe 
© nour, I mean that which is paid them by their 
‘ gang; for that weak part of the world, which is 
‘-vulgarly called THE WISE, fee both.in a dilad- 
* vantageous and difgraceful light: And as. the Prig 
‘-enjoys, and merits too, the greater degree of ho- 
‘ nour from his gang, fo doth he fuffer the lefs dif- 
« grate from the world, who think his mifdeeds, as 
* they cal! them, fufficiently at laft punifhed with 2 
*-halter, which at once puts an end to his pain and 
‘intamy; whereas the other is not only hated in 
‘ power, but detetted and contemned at the tcaf- 
* fold; and future ages vent their mattce on his fame, 
‘ while the other fleeps quiet and fergotten. Befides, 
“Jet us ahttle confider the fecret quiet of their con- 
‘ {ciences; how ealy is the reflection of having 

' * taken 
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taken a few fhillings or pounds from a ftranger,. 
without any breach of confidence, or perhaps any 
great harm to the perfon who lofes it, compared to 
that of having betrayed a public truft, and ruined 
the fortunes of thoufands, perhaps of a great na- 
- tion? How much brawer is an attack on the high 
way, than at a gaming-table; and how much more. 
innocent the character of a b—-~—y-houle than & 
¢ c——t pimp?" Hle was eagerly procecding, wher 
catting his eyes on the Count, he perceived him to be 
fait afleep; wherefore having firft picked his pocket of 
three thillings, then gently jogged him, in order. to 
take his leave, and promifed to return to him the next 
morning to breakfait, they feparated ; the Count re-~ 
tired to reft, and Mr Wild to a night-cellar. : 
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Further conferences between the Count and Mafter Wild; 
with other matters of the GREAT kind. 


T HE Count miffed his money the next morning, 
and very well knew who had it; but as he 
knew likewife how fruitlefs Would be any complaint,. 
he chofe to pafs it by -withaut mentioning it, In- 
deed it may appear Krange fome readers, that 
thefe gentlemen, who knew each other to be thieves, 
fhould never once give the leaft hint of this knowledge 
in all their difcourfe together; but, on the contrary, 
fhould have the words honeity, honour, and friend- 
fhip, as often in their mouths as any other men. 
This, I fay, may appear ftrange to fome; but thofe 
who have lived long in cities, courts, gaols, or fuch 
places, will, perhaps, be able to folve the ieeming “abe 
furdity. 

When onr two friends met the next morning, the 
Count (who, though he did not agree with the whole 
of his friend’s doctrine, was, however, highly pleated 
with his argument) began to bewail the misfortune of 
his captivity, and the backwardnefs of friends to aflitt 
each other in their neceflities; but what vexed him, 

he faid, moft, was the cruelty of the fair: Jor he en- 
| truited 


= 
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trufted Wild with the fecret of his having had an in- 


trigue with Milfs Theodofia, the elder of the Mifs | 


Snaps, ever fince his confinement, though he could 
not prevail with her to fet him at liberty. Wild an- 
fwered witha fmile: * lt isno wonder a woman fhould 
‘ with to confine her lover, where fhe might be fure 
© of having him entirely to herfelf;’ but added, ‘ he 
* believed he could tell him. a method of certainly 


© procuring his efcape.’ The Count eagerly be-— 


fought him to acquaint him with it. Wild told him, 
bribery was the fureft means, and advifed him to ap- 
ply to the maid. The Count thanked him, but re- 
turned, ‘ That he had not a farthing left befides one 
© guinea, which he had then given her to change.’ 
To which Wild faid, * He muft make it up with pro- 
‘ mites, which he fuppofed he was courtier enough: 
* to know how to put off.’ The Count greatly ap- 
plauded the advice, and fatd, he hoped he fhould 
be able in time to perfuade him. to condefcend to be 
a great man, for which he was fo perfectly well qua- 
lified. 

This method being concluded on, the two friends. 
fat down.to.cards, a circumitance which I fhould not 
have mentioned, but for the fake of obferving the pro- 
digious force of habit; for though the Count knew,. 
ue he won ever fo much off Mr Wild, he thould not 
receive a fhilling, yet could he not refrain from pack- 
ing the cards; nor could Wild keep his hands out of 
his friend’s pockets, though he knew there was nothing. 
in them. 

When the maid. came home, the Count began to- 
putit to her; offered her all he had, and promiled. 
mountains iz futuro; but all in vain, the maid’s hoe 
nefty was impregnable. She. faid, ‘ She would not 
© break her truft for the whole world; no notif fhe 
* could gain a hundred pound by it... Upon which. 
Wild itepping up, and telling her: ¢ She need not 
‘ fear lofing her place, for it would never be found 


‘ out; that they could throw a pair of fheets into the _ 


¢ ftreet, by which it might appear he got out at the 

¢ window; that he himfelf would fwear he faw him 

‘ defcending ; that the money would be fo much 
. ‘ galas 
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“« gains in her pocket; that befides his promifes, 
* which fhe might depend on being performed, the 
* would receive from ‘him twenty fhillings and nine- 
¢ pence in ready money (for the had only laid out 
* three-pence in plain Spanifh) and laftly, that be- 
© fides his honour, the Count fhould leave a pair of 
* gold buttons (which afterwards turned out to be. 
‘ brafs) of great value in her hands, as.a further 
¢ pawn.’ 

The maid ftill remained inflexible, till Wild offered 
to lend his friend a guinea more, and to depofit it im- 
mediately in her hands. This reinforcement bore down 
the poor girl’s refolution, and fhe faithfully promifed 
to open the door to the Count that evening. 

Thus did our young hero not only lend his rhetoric, 
which few people care to do without a fée, but his mo- 
ney too, a fum which many a good man would have 
made fifty excufes before he would have parted with, 
to his friend, and procured him his liberty. | 

But it would be highly derogatory from the Great 
character of Wild, fhould the reader imagine he lent — 
fuch a {um to a friend without the leaft view of ferving 
himfelf. As therefore the reader may eafily account 
for it in a manner more advantageous to our hero's, 
reputation, by concluding he had fome interefted view 
in the Count’s enlargement, we hope he will judge 
with charity, efpecially as the feque! makes-it not only 
reafonable, but neceflary, to fuppofe he had fome fuch, 
view. : 

A long intimacy and friendfhip fubfifted betweete 
the Count and Mr Wild, who being by the advice 
of the Count dreffed'in good cloaths, was by him in- 
Sroduced into the beft company. ‘They conftantly 
frequented the aflemblies, auaions, gaming-tables, 
and play-houfes ; at which laft they faw two ads every 
sight, and then retired without paying, this being, it 
feems, an immemorial privilege which the beaus of 
the town prefcribe for to themfelves. This, however, 
did not fuit Wild’s temper, who called it a cheat, 
and objected againft it, as requiring no dexterity 
but what every blockhead might put in executions 
He faid it was acuftom very much favouring of the. 
we Sneaking- 
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Sneaking-budge *, but neither fo honourable nor fo 
ingenious, , 

Wild now made a dotifteratile figure, and pafled 
for a gentleman of great fortune in the funds. Wo- 
men of quality treated him with great familiarity, 
young ladies began to f{pread their charms four him 
when an acctdent happened that put a {top to his con- 
tinuance in a way of life too infipid and inadtive to 
afford employment for thofe great talents, which were 
defigned to make a much more confiderable figure in 
the world, than attends the character of a beau or a@ 
pretty gentleman. 


C H A P. VII. 


Mafter Wild fets out on his travels, and returns home - 


again Al very short chapter, containing infinitely 
more time and lefs matter than any other in the whole 
frory. 
W E are forry we cannot indulge our reader’s cu- 
riofity with a full and perfec account of this 
accident; but as there are fuch various accounts, one 
of which only can be true, and poflibly, and indeed, 
probably, none; inftead of following the generai me- 
thod of hiltorians, who in fuch cafes fet down the va- 
rious reports, and leave to your own conjecture. which 
you will chufe, we {hall pafs them all over. 
Certain itis, that whatever this accident was, it 


determined our hero’s father to fend his fon imme- | 


diately abroad, for feven years; and, which may 
feem fomewhat remarkable, to his Majefty’s planta- 
tions in America; that part. of the world being, 
as he faid, freer from vices than the courts and cities 
of Europe, and confequently lefs dangerous to cers 
rupt a young man’s morals. And as for the advan- 
tages, the old gentleman thought they were equak 
there with thofe attained in the politer climates; for 
travelling, he faid, was travelling in one part of the 
world as well as another: it confilted in being fuch a 
time from home, and in traverfing fo many leagues; 
and appealed to experience, whether moft of our tra- 
* Shoplifting, . 
- vellers 
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vellers in France and‘Italy did not prove at their re- 
turn, that they might have been fent as profitably to 
Norway and Greenland ? 

According to thefe refolutions of -his father, the 
young gentleman went aboard a thip, and with agreat 
deal of good company fet out for the American he- 
miiphere. The exact time of his ftay is fomewhat 
uncertain ; molt probably longer than was intended : 
but howfoever long his abode there was, it mu(ft be a 
blank in this hiltory : as the whole ftory contains not 
one adventure worthy the reader’s notice ; being, in- 
deed, a continued fcene of whoring, drinking, and re- 
moving from ane place to another. 

To confefs a truth, we are fo afhamed of the fhort- 
nefs of this chapter,~that we would have done a vi- 
olence to our hilftory, and have inferted an adven- 
ture or two of fome other traveller ; to which pur- 
pofe we borrowed the journals of feveral young gentle- 
men who have lately made the tour of Europe; but 
to our great forrow could not extraé& a fingle incident 
ftrong enough to jultify the theft to our conicience. 

When we confider the ridiculous figure this chap- 
ter muit make, being the hiftory of no ‘lefs than eight 
years, our only comfort is, that the hiltories of fome 
mens lives, and perhaps of fome men who have made 
a noife inthe world, are in reality as abfolute blanks 
as tlie travels of our hero. . As, therefore, we thall 
make fuffictent amends in the fequel for this inanity, 
we thail haften on to matters of true importance, and 
imimenfe greatnels. At prefent we content ourielves 
with fetting down our hero where we took him up, af- 
ter acquainttng our reader that he went abroad, {taid 


feven years, and thencame home again. : 


“C H A P. VIII, 


An adventure where Wild, in the divifion of the booty, 
exhibits an aftunif/bing inflance of Creatnefi. 


HE Count was one night very fuccefstul at the 
hazard-table, where Wild, who was juft re- 
turned from his travels, was then’ prefent; as was 
likewile a young gentleman whole name was Bob 
°  Bagthot, 
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Bagfhot, an acquaintance of Mr Wild’s, and of 
whom he entertained a great opinion ; taking there- 
fore Mr Bagthot afide, he adviled him to provide 
himiclf (tf he had them not about him) with a cafe 
of piitols, and to attack the Count, in his way home, 
promifing to plant himfelf near with the fame arms, 
asa corps de referve, aud to come up on occalion. 
This was accordingly executed, and the Count obliged 
to furrender to favage force what he had in to genteel 
and civil a manner taken at play. 

And as it isa wife and philofophical obfervation, 
that one misfortune never comes alone, the Count had 
hardly pafled the examination of Mr Bagthot, when 
he fell into the hands of Mr Snap, who, in company 
with Mr Wild the elder, and one or two more gene 
tlemen, being it ieems thereto well warranted, laid 
hold of the unfortunate Count, and conveved him back 
to the fame houfe trom which by the atfiitance of his 

ood friend he had formerly efeaped. 

Mr Wild and Mr Kagithot went together to the 
tavern, where Mr Bagfhot (generoutly as he thought) 
offered to thare che booty, and having divided the 
money into two unequal heaps, and added a golder 
fnuF-box to the Ieflur heap, he defired Mr Wild to take 
Ais choice. . . 

Mr Wiid immediately conveyed the larger fhare 
of the ready into his pocket, according to an excel 
lent maxim of his: * Fytt fecure what thare you can, 
* before you wransle for the reft:? and then, turn- 
ing to his comptnion, he atked him, with a fern 
countenance, whether he intended to keep all that fum 
to bimtclf? Mr Bagfhot anfwered, with fome fur- 
prize, thar he thought Mr Wild had no reafon to 
complain ; for it was furelv fair, at leaft on bis part, 
to content hiniwelf with an equal fhare of the booty, 
who had taken the whole. § [ grant you took tt,’ 
replied Wild, * but pray, who propoied or counfelled 
‘the taking it? Can you fay that you have done 
* more than executed my fcheme? and might not 
«J, if [ had pleafed, have employed another, fince 
‘ you well know there was not a gentleman in the 
¢ room but would have taken the money, if he had 

1 ‘known 


U 


ee oe eee | 


¥ 


a amar a rma nwnnn ann naK nrnanrtniwmrh He AaKRA HEH HRKHAAKAHAABKA 


Me JONATHAN WILD. 25 


‘known how conveniently and fafely to do it? That 
is very true,’ returned Bagthot, ‘ but did not I exe- 
cute the fcheme, did not [ run the whole rifque? 
Should not [ have fuffered the whole punifhment 
if [ had been taken, and is not the hibourer worthy 
of his hire? Doubtlefs,’ fays Jonathan, ‘ he is fo, 
and your hire I fhall not refufe you, which is all 
that the labourer is entitled to, or ever enjoys. I 
remember when I was at fchool to have heard fome 
verfés, which for the excellence of their doctrine 
made an impreflion on me, purporting that the 
birds of the air, and the bealts of the field, work not. 
for themfelves. It is true, the farmer allows fodder 
to his oxen, and pafture to his fheep; but it is for 
his own fervice, not theirs. Inthe fame manner the 
ploughman, the fhepherd, the weaver, the builder, 
and the foldier, work not for themfelves but others, 
they are contented with a poor pittance (the Jabour- 
er’s hire) and permit us the Great to enjoy the 
fruits of their labours. Ariftotle, as my matter 
told us, hath plainly proved, in the firft book of. 
his Politics, that the low, mean, ufeful part of 
mankind, are born flaves to the wills of their fu- 
periors, and are indeed as much their property as 
the cattle. Itis well faid of us, the higher order 
of mortals, that we are born only to devour the 
fruits of the earth; and it may be as well faid of 
the lower clag, that they are born only to produce — 
them for us. Is not the battle gained by the fweat 
and danger of the common foldier? are not the 
honour and fruits of the vi@ory the general’s who 
laid the fcheme? Is not the houte built by the la- 
bour of the carpenter and the bricklayer? Is it 
nat built for the profit only of an archite@, and 
for the ufe of the inhabitant, who could not eafi- 
ly have placed one brick upon another? Is not 
the cloth, or the filk, wrought into its form, ani 
variegated with all the beduty of colours, by thofe 
who are forced-to content themfelves with the coar- 
feft and vileft part of their work, while the profit 
and enjoyment of their labours fall to the fhare of 
others? Caft your eye abroad, and fee who Its it 
Vou. V. D ‘ lives . 
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¢ lives in the moft magnificent buildings, feafts his 
¢ palate with the moft luxurious dainties, his eyes 
‘with the moft beautiful fculptures and delicate 
¢ paintings, and clothes himfelf in the fineft and 
* richeft apparel ; and tell me if all thefe do not fall 
* to his lot, who had not any the leaft fhare in pro- 
* ducing all thefe conveniencies, nor the Jeaft abi- 
¢ lity fo to do? Why then fhould the ftate of a Prig * 
‘ differ from all others? Or why fhould you, who 
‘ are the labourer only, the executor of my fcheme, 
¢ expect a fhare in the profit? Be ‘advifed, therefore, 
* deliver the whole booty to me, and trult to my 
bounty for your reward.’ Mr Bagthot was fome 
time filent, and looked like a man thunder-ftruck : 
but at laft recovering himfelf from his furprize, he 
thus began: ‘If you think, Mr Wild, by the force 
* of your arguments to get the money out of my pock- 
‘et, you are greatly miftaken. What is all this 
* ftufFf to me? D—n me, I am a man of honour, 
© and though [I can’t talk as well as you, by G—d 
* you fhall not make a fool of. me; and if you take— 
* me for one, [-muft tell you, you are a rafcal.’ At. 
which words, he laid his hand to his piitol. Wild 
perceiving the little fuccefs the great ftrength of his 
arguments had met with, and the hafty temper of his 
friend, gave over his defign for the prefent, and told 
Bagfhot, he was only in jeft. But this coolnefs with 
which he treated the other’s flame had rather the effect 
of oil than water. Bagfhotreplicd, inarage, ‘ D—n 
* me, I don’t like fuch jefts; I fee you area pitiful 
‘ rafcal, and a fcoundrel.’ Wild, with a philofo- 
phy worthy of great admiration, returned, * As for 
* your abufe, I have no regard to it; but to con- 
¢ vince you, I am not afraid of you, let us lay the 
* whole booty on the table, and let the conqueror 
¢ take it all And having fo faid, he drew out his 
fhining hanger, whofe glittering fo dazzled the eyes 
of Bagfhot, that in atone entirely altered, he faid, 
‘ No! he was contented with what he had already: 
‘ that it was mighty ridiculous in them to quarrel 
© among themfelves; that they had common enemies ° 


* A Thief. 
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enough abroad, againft whom they fhould unite 
their common torce; that if he had miftaken Wild, 
he was forry for it; and as for a jeft, he could take 
a jelt as well as another.’ Wild, who hada won- 
erful knack of difcovering and applying to the paf- 
fions of men, beginning now to have a little infight 
into his friend, and to conceive what arguments 
would make the quickeft impreflion on him, cried 
Out in a loud voice, ‘ That he had bullied him inte 
¢ drawing his hanger, and fince it was out, he would 
* mot put it up without fatisfaction.” * What fatis- 
‘ faction would you have?’ anfwered the other. 
¢ Your money or your blood,’ faid Wild. ‘ Why 

lookye, Mr Wild,’ faid Bagfhot, * if you want to 
borrow a little of my part, fince I know you to be 
aman of honour, | don’t care if I lend you: 
For though { am not afraid of any man living, 
yet rather than break with my friend, and as it may 
§ be neceflary for your occations.’ Wild, who 
often declared that he looked upon borrowing to be 
as good a way of taking as any, and as he called 
at, the genteeleft kind of {neaking-budge, putting up 
his hanger and fhaking his friend by the hand, told 
him, he had hit the nail on the head; it was really 
his prefent neceffity only that prevailed with him 
againit his will; for that his honour was concerned 
to pay a confiderable fum the next morning. Upon 
which, contenting himfelf with one half of Bag- 
fhot’s fhare, fo that he had three parts in four of the 


whole, he took leave of his companion, and retired to 
ref. , 
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CH A P. IX. 


Wild pays a-vift to Mifs Letitia Snap. A defcrip- 
tion of that lovely young creature, and the fuccefslefs 
iffue of Mr Wild’s addreffes. 


HE next morning when our hero waked, he 

I began to think of paying a vifit to Mifs Tifhy 
Snap; a woman of great merit and of as great ge- 
nerofity, yet Mt Wild peg prefent was ever jaa 
2 Welle 
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welcome to her, as being a token of refpeé& in her 
lover. He therefore went directly to a toy-fhop, and 
there purchafed a genteel {nufi-box, with which he 
waited upon his miltrefs; whom he found in the moft 
beautiful undrefs. Her lovely hair hung wantonly over 
her forehead, being neither white with, nor yet free 
— from powder; a neat double clout, which feemed te 
have been worn a few weeks only, was pinned under 
her chin; fome remains of that art with which ladies 
improve nature, fhone on her cheeks: her body was 
Joofely attired, without ftays or jumps; fo that her 
breafts had uncontrolled liberty to difplay their beau- 
teous orbs, which they did as Jow as her girdle; a 
thin covering of a rumpled muflin handkerchief af- 
moft hid them from the eyes, fave in a few parts 
where a good-natured hole gave opportunity to the 
naked brealt to appear. Her gown was a fattin of a 
whitifh colour, with about a dozen little filver fpots 
upon it, fo artifictally interwoven at great diftance, 
that they looked as if they had fallen there by chance. ~ 
This flying open, difcovered a fine yellow petticoat 
beautifully edged round the bottom with a narrow 
piece of half gold-lace, which was now almoft be- 
come fringed; beneath this appeared another petticoat 
. Ktiffened with whalebone, vulgarly called a hoop, 
which hung fix inches at leaft below the other; and 
under this again appeared an under garment of that 
colour which Ovid intends when he fays, | 


Qui color albus erat nunc eff contrarius albo. 


She likewife difplayed two pretty feet covered with 
filk, and adorned with lace; and tied, the right 
with a handfome piece of blue ribband; the Jeft, 
as more unworthy, with a piece of yellow ftuff, which 
feemed to have been a {trip of her upper petticoat. 
Such was the lovely creature whom Mr Wild ate 
. tended. She received him at fir with fome of that 
coldnefs which women of ftri@ virtue by a commend- 
able, though fometimes painful reftraint, enjoin them- 
felves to their lovers. The f{nuff-box being produced, 
was at firlt civilly, and indeed, gently refufed: but 
on a fecond application accepted. The ane 
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foon called for, at which a difcourfe pafled between 
thefe young lovers, which, could we fet it down with 
any accuracy, would be very edifying as well as en- 
tertaining to our reader ; let it fuffice then that the 
wit, together with the beauty of this young creature, 
fo inflamed the paflion of Wild, which, though an 


honourable fort of a patlion, was at the fame time 


fo extremely violent, that it tranfported him to free- 
doms too offentive to the nice chaitity of Leiitia; 


- who was, to cunfefs the truth, more indebted to her 


own tirength for the prefervation of her virtue, than 
to the awtul refpe@ or backwardnefs of her lover: 
he was indeed fo very urgent in his addrefles, that 


‘had he not with many oaths promifed he¥ marriage, 


we could fcarce have been firictly jultifted in calling 
his paffion honourable; but he was fo remarkably at- 
tached to decency, that .he never offered any violence 
to a young lady without the molt earneft promites of 
that kind, thefe being, he faid, a ceremonial due to 
female modeity, which coit io little, and were fo 
eafily pronounced, that the omiffion could arife from 
nothing but the mere wantonnefs of brutality. The 
Jovely Letitia, either out of prudence, or perhaps 
religion, of which fhe was a liberal profeffor, was 
deaf to all his promifes, and luckily invincible by 
his force; for though fhe had not yet learnt the art 
of well clenching her filt, Nature nad not however 
Jeft her defencelefs ; for at the ends of her fingers fhe 
wore arms, which fhe ufed with juch admirable dex- 
terity, that the hot blood of Mr Wild foon began to 
appear in feveral little {pots on his face, and his full- 
blown cheeks to refemble that part which modelty 
forbids a boy to turn up any where but in a public 
{chool, after fome pedagogue, ftrong of arm, hath 
exercifed his talents thereon. Wild now retreated 
from the conflict, and the victorious Letitia, with 
becoming triumph and: noble fpirit, cried out, ‘ D—n 
* your eyes, 1f this be your way ot fhewing your love, 
‘ Pil warrant | gives you enough on’t” She then 
proceeded to talk of her virtue, which Wild bid her 
carry to the devil with her; and thus our lovers 


parted. 
- D 3 -«. | CHAP, 
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C HAP. X., 


A difcovery of fome matters concerning the chafte Latitiay 
which muft wonderfully furprize, and perhaps affe? 


our reader. 


- A R Wild was no fooner departed, than the fair 
M conquerefs opening the dvor of a clofet, call- 
ed forth a young gentleman, whom {he had there en- 
clofed at the approach of the other. The name of 
this gallant was Tom Smirk. He was clerk to an at- 
torney, and was indeed the greateft beau, and the 
greatelt favourite of the ladies, at the end of the town 
where he Wed. As we take drefs to be the charaGers 


iftic or efficient quality of a beau, we fhall; inftead 


of giving any character of this young gentleman, con- 
tent ourfelves with defcribing his drefs only to our 


- readers. He wore, then, a pair of white flockings on 


. 


his legs, and pumps on ‘his feet; his buckles were a 


Jarge piece of Pinchbeck plate, which almoft covered 


his whole foot. His breeches were of red plufh, which 
hardly reached his knees; his waiftcoat was a white 
demity, richly embroidered. with yellow filk, over 
which he wore a blue plufh coat with metal buttons, 
afmart fleeve, and a cape reaching half way down 
his back. His wig was of a brown culour, covering 
almoft half his pate, on which was hung on one fide 
a little laced hat, but cocked with great fmartnefs. 
Such was the accomplifhed: Smirk, who, at his iffu- 
ing forth from the clofet, was received with open 
arms by the amiable Letitia. She addrefled him by 
the tender nav:e of dear Tommy; and told him fhe 
had difmifed the odious creature whom her father in- 
tended for her hufband, and had now nothing to in- 
terrupt her happineis with him. 

Here, reader, thou muft pardon us if we ftop a 
while to Jament the capricioufnefs of Nature in form- 
ing this charming part of the creation, defigned to 
complete the happinefs of man; with their foft in- 
nocence to allay his ferocity, with their {prightline([s 
to toothe his cares, and with their conflant friendfhip 
to relieve all the troubles and dilappointments which 
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can happen to him. Seeing then that thefe are the | 
bleffings chiefly fought atter, and generally found in 
every wife, how muft we lament that difpofition ia 
thefe lovely creatures, which leads them to prefer in 
their favour thofe individuals of the other fex, who do 
not feem intended by Nature as fu greata mafter-piece. 
For furely, however ufeful they may be in the crea- 
tion, as we are taught that nothing, not even a loufe, 
is made in vain; yet thefe beaus, even that moft 
{plendid and honoured part, which, in this our 
ifland, Nature loves to diftinguifh in red, are not, as 
fome think, the nobleft-work of the Creator. For 
my own part, let any man chufe to himfelf two beaus, © 
Jet them be captains or colonels, as well drefled men 
as ever lived, 1] would venture to oppofe a fingle Sir 
Ifaac Newton, a Shakefpear, a Milton, or perhaps 
fome few others, to both thefe beaus; nay, and [ - 
very much doubt, whether it had not been better for 
the world in general, that neither of thele beaus had 
ever been born, than that it fhould have wanted the 
benefit arifing to it from the labour of any one of 
thofe perfons. 

If this be true, how melancholy muft be the con- 
fideration, that any fingle beau, efpecially if_ he 
have but half a yard of ribbon in his hat, fhall weigh 
heavier, in the fcale of female affection, than twenty 
Sir Ifaac Newtons! How muft our reader, who per- 
haps had wifely accounted for the refiltance which the 
chafte Letitia had made to the violent addreffes of 
the ravifhed (or rather ravifhing) Wild, trom that 
Jady’s impregnable virtue; how muft he blufh, I fay, 
to perceive her quit the ftri€tnefs of her carriage, and 
abandon herfelf to thole loofe freedoms which fhe in- 
dulged to Smirk! But, alas! when we diicover all, 
as, to preferve the fidelity of our hittory, we mutt, 
when we relate that every familiarity had paft between 
them, and that the rair Letitia (for we mutt, in 
this fingle inftance, imitate Virgil, where he drops 
the pius and the pater, and drop our favourite epi- 
thet of chaffe) the rain Letitia had, 1 fay, made 
Smirk as happy as Wild defired to be, what muf 
then be our reader’s confufion? We will, oe 

raw 
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draw a curtain over this fcene, from that philogyny 
which is in us, and proceed to matters, which, inltead 


of dithonouring the human {pecies, will greatly raife 


and ennoble it. 


C H A P. XI. 


Containing as noble inflances of human greatnefs as are 
to be met with in antient or modern hiftory. eet 
with fome wholefome hints to the gay part of mankind. 


ILD no fooner parted from the chafte Le- | 


titia, than recollecting that his friend the 
Count was returned to his lodgings in the fame houfe, 
he refolved to vifit him: for he was none of thofe 
half-bred fellows, who are alhamed to fee their friends 
when they have plundered and betrayed them: from 
which bafe and pititul temper many moniftrous. crue 
elties have been tranfacted by men, who have fome- 
times carried their modetty fo far as to the murder, 
or utter ruin of thofe againit whom their con{iciences 
have fuggeited to them, that they have committed fome 
{mal! trefpats, either by the debauching a friend’s wife 
or daughter, belying or betraying the friend himfelf, 
or jome other fuch trifling initance. In our hero there 
was nothing not truly great: he could, without the 
Jeaft abathmnent, drink a bottle with the man who 
knew he had the moment before picked his pockets; 
and, when he had ftript him of every thing he had, never 
defired to do him any fariher miichiecf; for he carried 
good nature to that wonderful and uncommon height, 
that he never did a fingle injury to man or woman, 
by which he himfelf did not expeét.to reap fome ad- 
vantage He would often indeed fay, that by the 
contrary party men often made a bad bargain with 
the devil, and did his work for nothing. 

Our hero tound the captive Count, not bafely la-~ 
menting his fate, nor abandoning himfelf to defpair, 
but with due refignation, employing himfelf in pre- 
paring feveral packs of cards for future exploits. The 
Count, litle tuipecting that Wild had been the fole 
_ contriver of the misfortune which had befallen him, 
role uP, and eagerly embraced him; and Wild re- 

turned 
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turned his embrace with equal warmth. They were — 
no fooner feated than Wild took an occafion, from 
feeing the cards lying on the table, to inveigh againft 
gaming, and, with an ufval and highly commendable - 
freedom, after firft exaggerating the diftrefled circum- 
ftances in which the Count was then tnvolved, impute 
ed all his misfortunes to that curfed itch of play, which, 
he faid, he concluded had brought his prefent confine- 
ment upon him, and mult unavoidably end in his de- 
ftruction. The other, with great alacrity, defended 
his favourite amufement (or rather tmployment), and 
having told his friend the great fuccefs he had after 
bis unluckily quitting the room, acquainted him with 
the accident which followed, and which the reader, 
as well as Mr Wild, hath had fome intimation of be- 
fore; adding, however, one circumitance not hitherto 
mentioned, viz. that he had defended his money with 
the utmoft bravery, and had dangeroufly wounded ak 
Jeaft two of the three men that had attacked him, 
"This behaviour Wild, who not only knew the extreme 
readinefs with which the booty had been delivered, 
but alfo the conftant frigidity of the Count’s courage, 
highly applauded, and wifhed he had been prefent to 
aflift him, The Count then proceeded to animadvert _ 
on the carelef{nefs of the watch, and the {candal tt 
‘was to the Jaws, that honeft people could not walk the 
ftreets in fafety; and after expatiating fome time on. 
that fubject, he afked Mr Wild if he ever faw {fo pro- 
digious a run of Juck (for fo he chofe to call his win- 
‘ning, though he knew Wild was well acquainted with 
his having loaded dice in his pocket.) ‘Fhe other an- 
fwered, it was indeed prodigious, and almoft fufficient 
‘to juftify any perfon, who did not know him better, 
in fufpeding his fair play. ‘No man, | believe, dares 
* call that in queftion,’ replied he. ‘ No furely,’ fays 
Wild, * you are wel! known to be a man of more ho- 
€ nour: but pray, Sir,’ continued he, ‘ did the rafcals 
* rob you of all?’ ‘Every fhilling,’ cries the other, with 


_ , anoath; ‘they did not leave me a fingle ftake.’ 


While they were thus difcourfing, Mr Snap, with a 
gentleman, who followed him, introduced Mr Bagthot 


Jnto the company. It feems Mr Bagfhot, er 
; after 


— 
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after his feparation from Mr Wild, returned to the 
gaming-table, where, having trufted to Fortune that 
treaiure which he had procured by his induftry, the 
faithlefs goddefs commited a breach of truft, and fent 
Mr Bog{fhot away with as empty pockets as are to be 
found in any laced coat in the kingdom. Now, as 
that gentleman was waiking to a certain reputable 
houie or fhed in Covent-Garden market, he fortuned 
to meet with Mr Snap, who had juft returned from 
conveying the Count to his lodgings, and was then 
walking to and fro before the gaming-houfe door : 
for you are to know, my good reader, if you have never 
been a man of wit and pleafure about town, that as 
the voracious pike lyeth fnug under fome weed before 
the mouth of any of thofe little ftreams which dif 
charge themfelves into a large river, waiting for the 
{mall try which iffue thereout; fo hourly before the 
door or mouth of thefe gaming-houfes doth Mr Snap, 
or fome other gentleman of his occupation, attend the 
ifuing forth of the fmall fry of young gentlemen, to 
whom they deliver little flips of parchment, contain- 
ing invitations of the faid gentlemen to their houfes, 
together with one Mr John Doe *, a perfon whofe 
company is in great requelt. Mr Snap, among many 
others of thefe billets, happened to have one directed 
to Mr Bagthot, being at the fuit or folicitation of one 
Mrs Anne Sample, Spinfter, at whole houfe the faid 
Bagthot had lodged feveral months, and whence he 
had inadvertently departed without taking a formal 
leave ; on which account Mrs Anne had taken this 
method of /peaking with him. 

Mr Sanap’s houfe being now very full of good com- 
pany, he was obliged to introduce Mr Bayihot into 
the Count’s apartment, it being, as he fatd, the only 
chamber he had to dock up in. Mr Wild no fooner 
{aw his friend than he ran eagerly to embrace him, 
and immediately prefented him to the Count, who 
received him with great civility. 


* This is a idctitious name which is put into every writ ; for 
what purpofe, the lawyers beft know, mo 
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C H A P. XII. 


Further particulars relating to Mifs Tifly, which, per- 
haps, may not greatly furprife after tke former. The 
defer iption of a very fine gentleman. sind a dialogue 
between Wild and the Count, in which public virtue is 

 juft hinted at, with, &c. | 


R Snap had turned the key a very few minutes 
M before a fervant of the family called Mr Bag- 
fhot out of the room, telling him, there was a perfon 
below who defired to fpeak with him; and this was 
no other than Mifs Letitia Snap, whofe admirer Mr 
Bagfhot had long been, and in whole tender breaft 
his patlion had raifed.a more ardent flame than that 
of any of his rivals had been able to raife. indeed 
fhe was fo extremely fond of this youth, that fhe often 
confeffed to her female confidents, if fhe could ever 
have littened to the thought of living with any one 
man, Mr Bagfhot was he. Nor was the fingular in 
this inclination, many other. young ladies being her 
rivals in this lover, who had all the great and noble 
qualifications neceflary to form a true gallant, and 
which nature is feldom fo extremely bountiful as to 
indulge to any one perfon. We will endeavour, how- 
ever, to defcribe them all with as much exadineis as 
peflible. He was then fix feet high, had large calves, 
broad fhoulders, a ruddy complexion, with brown 
curled hair, a modeft affurance, and clean linen. He’ 
had indecd, it muft be confeffed, fome fimall defici- 
encies to counterbalance thefe heroic qualities: for 
he was thie fillieft fellow in the world, could neither 
write nor read, nor had he a fingle grain or {park of 
honour, honeity, or good-nature in his whole compo- 
fition. 

As foon as Mr Bagfhot had quitted the room, the 
Count, taking Wild by the hand, told him he had 
fomething to communicate to him of very great im- 
portance: © J am very well convinced,’ faid he, ‘ that . 
* Bagfhot ts the perfon who robbed me.’ Wild itart- 
ed with great amazement at this difcovery, and an- 
{wered 
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{wered with a moft ferious countenance, ‘ I advife 
* you to take care how you caft any fuch refle@iions. 
‘ ona man of Mr Bagfhot’s nice honour; for I am 
* certain he will not bear it.? § D—n his honour,’ 
quoth the enraged Count, ¢ nor can 1 bear being 
‘ robbed; I will apply to a juftice of peace.” Wild 
replied with great indignation, * Since you dare en- 
.© tertain fach a fufpicion againft my friend, I will 
* henceforth difclaim all acquaintance with you. Mr 
* Bagfhot isa man of honour, and my friend, and 
© conlequently it is impoflible he fhould be guilty 
* of a bad action.” He added much more to the 
fame purpofe, which had not the expected weight 
— with the Count; for the latter feemed {till certain as 
to the perfon, and refolute in applying for juilice, 
which, he ‘faid, he thought he owed to the public, 
as well as to himfelf, Wild jthen changed his coun- 
tenance into a kind of derifion, and fpoke as follows : 
‘ Suppofe it fhould be poffible that Mr Bagthot 
* had, ina frolic, (for I will call it no other) taken 
‘ this method of borrowing your money, what will 
‘ you get by profecuting him? Not your money 
* again; for you hear he was ftripe at the gaming- 
: table 3? of which Bagfhot had, during their thort 
confabulation, informed them: ‘ you will get then 
* an ‘opportunity of being ftill more out of pocket 
by the profecuticn, Another advantage you may 
promile yourfelf is the being blown up at every 
gaming-houfe in town, for that I will affure you 
of; and then much good may it do you to fit down 
with the fatisfa€tion of having difcharged what it 
feems you owe to the ‘public. ” 1 am albamed of my 
own difcernment, when I miftook you for a great 
man. Would it not be better for you to receive 
part, perhaps all, of your money again by a wife 
concealment;, for however * /eedy Mr Bagfhot may 
be now, if he hath really played this frolic with 
you, you may believe he will play it with others, 
and when he is in cath, you may depend on a 
reftoration; the law will be always in ycur powers 


and 
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and that is the laft remedy which a brave or a wife 
man would refort to. Leave the affair therefore to 
me; I will examine Bagfhot, and if I find he hath 
played you this trick, I will engage my own ho- 
nour, you fhall in the end be no lofer.”” The Count 
anfwered : ‘If I was fure to be no lofer, Mr Wild, 
« I apprehend you have a better opinion of my un- 
¢ derftanding than to imagine [ would profecute 4 
« gentleman for the fake of the public. ‘Thefe are 
* foolifh words of courfe, which we learn a ridicu- 
€ 

¢ 
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lous habit of fpeaking, and will often break from, 


us without any defign ot meaning. I affure you 
all 1 defire is a reimburfement, and if I can by 
¢ your means obtain that, the public may——’ con- 


cluding with a phrafe too coarfe to be inferted ina - 


hiftory of thi’ kind. 

They were now informed that dinner was ready, and 
the company aflembled below ftairs, whither the rea- 
der may,if he pleafe, attend thefe gentlemen. 

There fat down at the table Mr Snap, and the 


two Mifs Snaps, his daughters, Mr Wild the elder, | 


Mr Wild the younger, the Count, Mr Bagfhot, and 
a grave gentleman, who had formerly had the honour 
’ of carrying arms in a regiment of foot, and who was 
now engaged in the office (perhaps a more profitable 
one) of affiiting or following Mr Snap in the execution 
of the laws of his country. 

Nothing very remarkable pafled at dinner. The 
converfation (as is ufual in polite company) rolled 


chiefly on what they were then eating, and what _ 


they had lately eaten. In this the military gentle- 
man, whe had ferved in Ireland, gave them a very 
particular account of a new manner of roafting po- 
tatoes, and others gave an account of other dithes. 
In fhort, an indifferent by-f ander would have con- 
cluded from their difcourfe, that they had all come 
into this world for no other purpofe, than to fill their 
bellies; and indeed if this was not the chief, it is pro- 
bable it was the moft innocent defign nature had in 
their formation. 

As foon as the difh was removed, and the ladies re- 
tired, the Count propofed a game at hazard, which 
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was immediately affented to by the whole tompany, 
and the dice being immidiately brought in, the Count 


took up the box, and demanded who would fet him ¢ _ 


to which no one made any anfwer, imagining perhaps 
the Count’s pockets to be more empty than they were; 
for, in reality, that gentleman (notwith{tanding what 
he had heartily fwore to Mr Wild) had, fince his ar- 
rival at Mr Snap’s, conveyed a piece of plate to pawn, 
by which means he had furnilhed hinifelf with ten gui- 
neas. The Count, therefore, perceiving this backward- 
nefs in his friends, and probably fomewhat guefling at 
the caufe of it, took the faid guineas out of his poc- 
ket, and threw them on the table; when lo! (fuch 
is the force of example) all the reft began to produce 
their funds, and immediately a confiderable {um glit- 
tering in their eyes, the game began. 
r. 


C H A P. XIII. 


‘A chapter, of which we are extremely vain, and which 
indeed we look on as cur chef d’ oeuvre, containing 
a wonderful flory concerning the devil, and as nice a 
Scene of honour as ever happened. 


Y reader, I believe; even if he be a gamefter, 
would not thank me for an exact relation of 
every man’s fuccefs ; let it fuffice then that they play- 
ed till the whole money vanifhed from the table. Whe- 
ther the devil himfelf carried it away, as fome fufpec- 
ted, I will not determine ; but very furprifing it was, 
that every perfon protefted he had loft, nor could any 
one guefs who, unlefs the devil had won. 
. But though very probable it is, that this arch-fiend 
had fome fhare in the booty, it is likely he had not 
- all; Mr Bagfhot being imagined to be a confiderable 
winner, notwithftanding his affertion to the contrary ; 
for he was feen by feveral to convey money often into 
his pocket ; and what is fill a little ftronger prefump- 
tion is, that the grave gentleman, whom we have men- 
tioned to have ferved his country in two honourable 
capacities, not being willing to truft alone to the evi- 
dence of his eyes, had frequently dived into the faid 
a ar Bagthot’s 


Me JONATHAN WILD. 39 


Bagfhot’s pocket, whence (as he tells us in the apolo- 
gy for his life afterwards publifhed *) tho’ he might 
extract a few pieces, he was very fenfible he had left 
many behind. 

Fhe gentleman had long. indulged his curiofity im 
this way before Mr Bagthot, in the heat of gaming, 
had perceived him: but as Bagfhot was now leaving 
off play, he difcovered this ingenious feat of dexterity ; 
upon which, leaping up from his chair in a violent 
pailion, he cried out, ‘ { thought [ had been among 
‘ gentlemen, and men of honour, but, d 
‘ I find we have a pick-pocket_in company.’ The 
fcandalous found of this word extremely alarmed the 
whole board, nor did they fhow lefs furprife than 
the Conv——an (whofe not fitting of late is much la- 
~ mented) would exprefs at hearing there was an Atheilt 
_ in the room: but it more particularly affeéted the gen- 
tleman at whom it was levelled, tho’ it was not ad- 
dretied to him. He likewife ftarted from his chair, 
and with a fierce countenance and accent, faid, § Do 
‘ you mean me? D—n your eyes, you are a rafcak 
© and a {coundrel.’ Thofe words would have been 
immediately fucceeded by blows, had not the come 
pany interpofed, and with ftrong arm withheld the two 
antagonitts from each other. ‘It was however a long 
time before jthey could be prevailed. on to fit down; 
which being at laft happily brought-about, Mr Wild 
the elder, who was a well-difpofed old man, advifed 
them to fhake hands and be friends; but the gentle- 
man who had received the firft affront, abfolutely’ 
refufed at, and fwore, He would have the villain’s. 
blood. Mr Snap highly applauded the refolution, 
and afirmed that the affront was by no means to be 
put up by any who bore the name of a gentleman, 
and that unlefs hig friend refented it properly, he 
would never execute another warrant in his companys 
that he had always looked on him as a man of ho- 
_ nour, and doubted not but he would prove himfelf fo; 


* Not in a book by itfelf, in imitation of feme other fuch 
perfons, but in the ordinary’s account, &<. where all the apoe 
Jogies for the lives of rogues and whores which have been pu- - 
- bhithed within thefe twenty years, fhould have been inferted. 
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' and that, if it was his own cafe, nothing fhould per- 
fuade him to put up fuch an affront without proper fa- 
tisfaction. The Count likewife fpoke on the fame fide, 
and the parties themfelves muttered feveral fhort fen- 
‘tences, purporting thetr intentions. At laft Mr Wild 
wur hero, rifing lowly from his feat, and having fix- 
ed the attention of all prefent, began as follows. * I 
« have heard with infinite pleafure every thing which 
4 the two gentlemen who fpoke laft have faid with 
* relation to honour, nor can any man poffibly en- 
* tertain a higher and nobler fenfe of that word, nor 
* a greater elteem of its ineftimable value, than my- 
*\felf. Jf we have no name to exprefs it by in our 
¢ Cant Dictionary, st were welk to be wilhed we had. 
It is indeed the eflential quality of a gentleman, 
and which no man who ever was great in the field, 
or on the road (as others exprefs it) can poffibly be 
without. But alas! Gentlemen, what pity is it, 
that a word of fuch fovereign ufe and virtue fhould 
have fo uncertain and various an application, that 
fcarce two people mean the fame thing by it? Do 
not fome by honour mean good-nature and hyma- 
Jiuty,«which weak minds call virtues? How then? 
Mult we deny it to the great, the brave, the noble; 
to the fackers of towns, the plunderers of provinces, 
and the conquerors of kingdoms? Were not thefe 
men of honour? and yet they fcorned thofe pitiful 
qualities I have mentioned. Again, fome few (or 
I am miftaken) include the idea of honefty in their 
honour. And thall we then fay, that no man who 
witholds from another what law, or juftice per- 
haps, calls ‘his own, or who greatly and boldly 
deprieves him of fuch property, is a man of honour? 
Heaven forbid I fhould fay fo in this, or, indeed, 


No, it is not in the lie’s going from us, but in its 
coming to us our honour is injured. Doth it then 
confift in what the vulgar call cardinal virtues? It 
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pofe it, fince we fee every day fo many men of 
honour without any. In what then doth the word 
‘ honour confift? Why then itfelf alone. A man of. 

| Ty | + honour 
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in any other good company. Is honour truth ?. 


would be an affront to your underftandings to fup- | 
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honour is he that is called a man of honour; and 
while he is fo called, he fo remains, and no longer. 
Think not any thing a man commits can forfeit 
his honour. Look abroad into the world: the 
Pric while he flourithes is a man of honour; when 
in goal, at the bar, or the tree, he is fo no longer. 
And why is this diitinétion? Not from his actions: 
for thofe are often as well known in his ‘flourithing 
eftate, as they are afterwards; but becayfe men, [ 
mean thofe of his own party, or gang, call him 
a man of honour in the former, and ceafe to call 
him fo in the latter condition. ‘Let us fee then ; how 
hath Mr Bagthot injured the gentleman’s honour? 
Why, he hath called him a pick-pocket; and that, 
probably, by a fevere conitruction, andalonground= - 
about way of reafoning, may feem a little to dero- 
gate from his honour, if confidered in a very nice © 
fenfe. Admitting it, therefore, for argument’s fake, 
® to be fome {mall imputation on his honour, let Mr 
“Bagthot give him fatisfa@ion; let him doubly and 
‘ triply repair this oblique injury by directly afferting, 
* that he ‘believes he is a man of honour.’ The gen 

tleman anfwered, he was content to refer it to Mr 
Wild, and whatever fatisfaction he thought fufficient, 
he would accept. Let him give me my money again 
firft, faid Bagfhot, and then I will call him a man 
of honour with all my Keart. The gentleman then 
proteited he had not any, which Snap feconded, de- 
claring he had his eyes on him all the while; but - 
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Bagthot remained fill unfatisfied, till Wild, rapping | - 


out a hearty oath, fwore he had not taken a fingle 
farthing, adding, that whoever afferted the contrary 
gave him the lie, and be would refent it. And now, 
uch was the afcendancy of this Great Man, that Bag- 
fhot immediately acquiefced, and performed the ce- 
remonies required : and thus, by the exquifite addrefs 
of our hero, this quarrel, whicb had fo fatal an afped, 
and svhich between two perfons fo extremely jealous 
of their honour, would moft certainly have produced 

very dreadful confequences, was happily concluded. 
- Me Wild was indeed a little interefted in this af- 
fair, as he himfelf had fet the gentleman to work, and 
E 3. - had 
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ad received the greateft part of the booty: and as to 
Mr Snap’s depofition in his favour, it was the ufual 

_height to which the ardour of that worthy perfon’s 
friendlhip too frequently hurried him. It was his com- 
fiant maxim, that he was a pitiful fellow who would 
ftick at a little * Rapping for his friend. 


C H A P. XIV. 
In which the hiftory of GREATNESS is continued. 


"ATTERS being thus reconciled, and the game 
ing over, from reafons before hinted, the coms 
pany proceeded to drink about with the utmoft chear- 
fulnefsand friendfhip ; drinking healths, fhaking hands, 
and profeffmg the moft perfect affection for each other. 
All which were not in the Jeaft interrupted by fome 
defigns which they then agitated in their minds, and 
which they intended to execute as foon as the liquor 
had prevailed over fome of their underftandings ; Bag~ 
fhot and the gentleman intending to rob each other 3 
Mr Snap and Mr Wild the elder, meditating what 
other creditors they could find out, to charge the gen- 
tlemen then in cuftody with: the Count hoping to re- 
new the play; and Wild our hero laying a defign to 
put Bagfhot out of the way, er, as the vulgar exprefg 
st, to hang him with the firft opportunity. But none 
of thefe great defigns could at prefent be put in ex- 
ecution ; for Mr Snap being foon after fummoned a- 
broad on bufinefs of great moment, which required 
~ Jikewife the affilance of Mr Wild the elder and his 
other friend, and as he did not care to truft to the 
nimblenefs of the Count’s heels, of which he had al- 
ready had fome experience, he declared he muft lock 
up for that evening. Here, reader, if thou pleafett, 
as we are in no great halte, we will {top and make a 
fimile. As when their lap is finithed, the cautious 
huntf/man to their kennel] gathers the nimble-footed 
hounds; they with Jank ears ind tails flouch fullenly 
on,. whilft he with his whippers-in follows clofe to 
their heels, regardJefs of their dogged humour, till hav- 
ing feen them fafe within the door, he turns the key, 
* Rapping is a cant name for perjury, ) 
, re or 
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and then retires to whatever bufinefs or pleafure calls 
him thence: fo, with lowring countenance, and re 
ludant fteps, mounted the Connt and Bagfhot to their 
chamber, or rather kennel, whither they were attend- 
ed by Snap, and thofe who followed him,and where 
Snap having feen them depofited, very contentedly 
locked the door and departed. And now, reader, we 
will, in imitation of the truly laudable cultom of 
the world, leave thefe our good friends to deliver 
themfelves as they can, and purfue the thriving for- | 

tunes of Wiltour hero, who with that great averfion 
to fatisfaction and content, which is infeparably in- 
cident to great minds, began to enlarge his views with 
his profperity : for this reftiefs amiable difpofition, this 
noble avidity which increafes with feeding, is the firft 
principle or con{tituent quality of thefe our great men ; 
to whom, in their paflage on to greatnefs, it happens 
as to a traveller over the Alps, or, if this be a too tar- . 
fetched fimile, to one who travels weftward over the 
hills near Bath, where the fimile was indeed made. 
He fees not the end of his journey at once; but pafling 
on from {cheme to {cheme, and from hill to hil, with 
noble conftancy, refolving ftill to attain the fummit 
on which he hath fixed his eye, however dirty the 
roads may be through which he ftruugles, he at length 
*: orives at fome vile inn, where he finds no kind 
of entertainment nor conveniency for repofe. 1 fancy, 
reader, if thou haft ever travelled in thefe roads, one 
art of my fimile is fufficiently apparent, (and indeed, 
in all thefe illuftrations, ne fide is generally much 
_™nore apparent than the other) but, believe me, if 
the other doth not fo evidently appear to thy fatis- 
faction, .it is from no other reafon, than becaufe thoa 
art unacquainted with hefe Great Men, and haft not 
had fufficient inftrudion, lJeifure, or opportunity to 
confider what happens to thofe who purfue what is 
generally underftood by Greatness: for farely, if 
thou hadft animadverted not only on the many perils 
to which Great Men are daily liable while they are in 
- their progrefs, but hadft difcerned, as it were through 
a microfcope (for it is invifible to the naked eye) that 
diminutive fpeck of happinefs which they attain even 
| in 
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in the confummation of their wifhes, thou wouldft 
lament with me the unhappy fate of thefe Great Men, 
- on whom nature bath fet fo fuperior a mark, that the 
rett of mankindare born for their ufe and emolumens 
only, and be apt'to cry out, ‘ It is pity that THose, 
* for whofe pleature and profit mankind are to la- 
_ © bour and {weat, to be hacked and hewed, to be pil- 
‘ laged, plundered, and every way deftroyed, fhould 
‘reap fo titTTLE advantage from all the miferies 
* they occafion to others.’ For my part, | own my- 
felf of that humble kind of mortals, who confider 
them{elves born for the behoof of fome great maa or 
other, and could [ behold his happinefs carved out 
of the labour and ruin of a thoufand fuch-reptiles as 
mylelf, { might with fatisfaétion exclaim, Sic fre 
jJuvat: but when I behold one Great Man ftarving 
with hunger, and freezing with cold, in the midft of 
filty thouland, who are fuffering the fame evils for his 
diverfion; when I fee another, whofe own mind isa 
more abje@ flave to his own greatnefs, and is more 
tortured and racked by it than thofe of all his vaffals: 
laitly, when I confider whole nations rooted out only 
to bring tears into the eyes of a Great Man, not in- 
deed becaufe he hath extirpated fo many, but becaufe 
he had no more nations to extirpate, then truly I am 
almoft inclined to wifh that nature had {pared us this 
her Mastrer-piece, and that no Grear Man had 
ever been born into the world. | 

But to proceed with our hiftory, which will, we 
hope, produce much better%effons, and more inftruc- 
tive than any we can preach : Wild was no fooner re- 
tired to a night-cellar, than he began to reflect on the 
{weets he had that day enjoyed from the labours of 
others, viz. Firft, from Mr Bagfhot, who had for his 
ufe robbed the Count; and, Secondly, from the gen- 
tleman, who for the fame good ‘purpofe had picked 
the -pocket of Bagfhot.. He then proceeded to rea- 
fon thus with bimfelf. ‘ The art of policy is the art 
‘ of multiplication; the dégrees of greatnefs being 


‘ conitituted by thofe two little words More and Le/s. — 


* Mankind are. firft properly to be eonfidered under. 
* two grand divilions, thofe that ufe their own hands, 


‘ and 
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and thofe who employ the hands’of others. The 

former are the bafe and rabble; the latter, the gen- 
teel part of the creation. The mercantile part of 
the world, therefore, wifely ufe the term emp/oying 
hands, aud juftly prefer each other, as they employ 
more or fewer; for thus one merchant fays he is 
greater than another, becaufe he employs more 
hands. And now indeed the merchant fhould feem 
to challenge fome character of greatnefs, did we 
not neceflarily come to a fecond divifion, viz. Of 
thofe who employ hands for the ufe of the commu- 
nity in which they live, and of thofe who employ 
hands merely for their own ufe, without. any regard 
to the benefit of fociety. Of the former fort are 
the yeoman, the manufacturer, the merchant, and, 
perhaps, the gentleman. The firft of thefe being 
to manure and cultivate his native foil, and to em- 
ploy hands to produce the fruits of the earth. The 
fecond being to improve them by employing hands 
likewife, and to produce from. them thofe ufeful 
commodities, which ferve as well for the coveni- 
encies as neceflaries of life. The third is to ems 
ploy hands for the exportation of the redundance 
of our own commodities, and to exchange them 
with the redundances of . foreign nations, Sat thus 
every foil and every climate may enjoy the fruits of 
the whole earth. The gentleman is, by employing 
hands likewife, to embellifh his country with the 
improvement of arts and fciences, with the ma- 
king and executing good and wholefome Jaws for the 
prefervation of property, and the diftribution of 
juftice, and in feveral other manners to be ‘ufeful 
to fociety. Now we come to the fecond part of this 
divifion, viz. Of thofe who employ hands for their 
own ufe only: and‘this is that noble and great part 
who are generally diftinguifhed into Conquerors, 
abfolute Princes, Statefmen, and Prigs*. Now all 
thefe differ: from each other in greatnefs only, as 
they employ more or fewer hands. And Alexander 
the Great was only greater than a Captain of one of 


‘the Tartarian or Arabian hords, as he was at the 
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* head of a larger number. In what then is a fingle 


he employs his own hands only; for he is not dn 
that account to be levelled with the bafe and vulgar, 
becaufe he employs his hands for his own ufe only. 
Now, fuppofe a Prig had as many tools as any 
prime minifter ever had, would he not be as great 
as any prime minifter whatfoever ? Undoubted- 
‘ly he would. What then have [ to do in the pur- 
fuit of greatnefs, but to procure a gang, and to 
make the ufe of this gang center in myfelf. This 
gang fhall ‘rob for me only, receiving very mode- 
rate rewards for their actions; out of this gang I 
will prefer to my favour the boldeft gnd moit ini- 
quitous, as the vulgar exprefs ir; the reft J will; 
from time to‘ time, as I fee occafion, tranfport and 
hang at my pleafure; and thus, which I take to 
be the higheft excellence of a Prig, convert thofe 
Jaws which are made for the benefit and protection 
of fociety, to my fingle ufe.’ 
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. ‘Having thus pre-conceived his fcheme, he faw no- . 


thing wanting to put it in immediate execution, but 
that which is indeed the beginning as well as the end 


. of all human devices: | mean money. Of which come. 


modity he was poflefled of no more than fixty-five gui- 
neus, being all that remained from the double benefits 
he had made of Bagfhot, and which did not feem fuf- 
ficient to furnifh his houfe, and every other conveni- 
-ence neceflary for fo grand an undertaking. He re- 
— folved therefore to goimmediatelyto the gaming-honfe, 
. which was then fitting, not: fo much with an intention 
of trufting to fortune, as to play the furer card of at- 
tacking the winner in his way home. Qn his arrival 
however, he thought he might as well try his fuccefs 
at the dice, and referve the othér refource as his laft 
expedient. He accordingly fat down to play, and as 


Fortune, no more than others of her fex, is obferved . 


to diftribute her favours with ftria regard to great 
mental endowments, fo our hero loft every farthing 
in his pocket. This lofs, however, he bore with great 
conftancy of mind, and with as great compofure of 
afpect. To fay truth, he confidered the money as na 
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Prig inferior to any other great man, but becaufe | 
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" Jent for a-fhort time, or rather indeed as depofited with 
a banker. He then refolved to have immediate re- 
courfe to his furer ftratagem-; and cafting his eyes 
round-+the room, he foon perceived a gentleman fitting 


in a difconfolate pofture, who feemed a proper in- . 


{trument or tool for his purpofe., In fhort, to be as 
concife as poffible in thefe leaft fhining parts of our 
hiftory, Wild accofted this man,’ founded him, found 
him fit to execute, propofed the matter, received a 
ready affent, and having fixed on the perfon'who feem- 
ed that evening the greateft favourite of fortune, they 
pofted themfelves in the molt proper place to furprife 
the enemy as he was retiring to his quarters, where he 
was foon attacked, fabdued and plundered; but in- 
deed of no confiderable booty: for it feems this gentles 
man played on a common ftock, and had depofited his 
winnings at the fcene of ation; nor had he any more » 
than two fhillings in his pocket when he was attacked. 

This was fo cruel a difappointment to Wild, and fo 
fenfibly affes us, as no doubt it will the reader; that 
as it muft difqualify us both from proceeding any far- 
ther at prefent, we wil] now take a little breath; and 
therefore we fhall here clofe this book. 
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Charaéers of filly people, with the proper ufes for which 
‘ fuch are defigned. 


as we did, with the lait chapter was, that we 

are now obliged to produce two charaters of a 
ftamp entirely different from what we have hitherto 
dealt in. Thefe perfons dre of that pitiful order of 
mortals, who are-in contempt called good-natured ; 
being indeed fent into the world by nature, with the 
fame defign with which men put little filh into a pike~ 


QO: E reafon why we chofe to end our firft book, 


pond, in order tg be devoured by that voracious wa~ — 


ter-hero. | 
But to proceed with our hiftory: Wild having fhared 
the booty in much the fame manner as before, #. ¢. ta- 
ken three fourths of it, amounting to eighteen-pence, 
was now retiring to reft, in no very ae mood, 
when by accident he met a young fellow who had 
formerly been his companion, and indeed intimate 
friend at fchoo]l. Jt hath been thought that friendfhip 
ig ufually nurfed by fimilityde of manners; but the 
2 contrary 


~ 
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contrary had been the cafe between thefe lads: 
for whereas Wild was rapacious and intrepid, the o- 
ther had always more regard for his {kin than his mo- 
ney ; Wild therefore had very generoufly compaffion- 
ated this defe@ in his fchool-fellow, and had brought 
him off from many ferapes, into moft of which he 
had firft drawn him, by taking the fault and whip- 
ping to himfelf. He had always indeed been well 
paid on fuch occafions ; but there are a fort of people, * 
who, together with the ‘belt of the bargain, will be fure 
to have the obligation too on their fide; fo it had hap- 
pened here’: for this poor lad ‘confidered himfelf in 
the higheft degree obliged to Mr Wild, and had 
contracted a very great efteem and friendthip for him ; 
the traces of which an abfence of many years had not 
in the leaft effaced in his mind. He no fooner knew 
Wild therefore, than he accofted him in the moft 
friendly manner, and invited him home with him to 
breakfaft, it being now near nine in the morning, 
which invitation oyr hero with no great difficulty con- 
fented to. This young man, who was about Wild’s 
age, had fome time before fet up in the trade of a 
jeweller, i in the materiaJs or ftock for which he -had. 
Jaid out the greateft part of a little fortune, and had 
married a very agreeable woman for love, by whom 
he then had two children. As our reader is go be 
more acquainted with this perfon, it may not be im- 
proper to open fomewhat of his chara@er, efpecially 
as it will .ferve as a kind of foil to the noble and great 
difpofition of our hero, and: as the one feems fent in- ” 
_ to this world as a proper object on which the talents of 

the other feems to be difplayed with a Prepcs and juft 
fuccefs. 

Mr Thomas earctiee then, for that: was his 
mame, was of an honeft and open difpofiion. He 
was of that fort of men, whom experiencé only, and 
Not their own natures, mult inform, that there are 
“fach things as deceit and hypocrify in the world ; and 
who, confequently, are not at five. and twenty as dif- 
ficult to be impofed upon as‘ the oldeft and moft fub- 
tile. He was poffeffed of feveral great weaknefles of 
mind ; being-good-natured, friendly and generous to 
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a great excefs. He had indeed too little regard te 
common juttice, fer he had forgiven fome debts ‘to his 
acquaintance, only becaufe they could not pay him ; 
~and had entrufted a bankrupt on his fetting upa fe- 
cond time, from having been convinced, that he had 
dealt in his bankruptcy with a fair and honeft heart’; 
and that he had broke through misfortune only, end 
mot from neglea& or impolture. He was withal fe 
filly a fellow, that he never took the leaft advantage 


’ of the ignorance of his cultomers, and.contented him- 


“ 


felf with very moderate gains on his goods; which 
he was the better enabled to do, notwithftanding his 
generofity, becaufe his life was extremely temperate, 
his expences being folely confined to the chearful en- 
tertainment of his friends at home, and now and then 
a moderate glafs of wine, m which he indulged him- 
felf in the company of his wife, who, with an agree- 
able perfon, was a mean-fpirit.d, poor, domeltic, low- 
bred animal, who confined herfelf moltly to the care 
of her family ; placed ber happinefs in her hufband 
and her children; followed no expenfive fafhions or 
diverfions ; and indeed rarely went abroad, unlels to 
return the vifits of a few plain neighbours, and twice 
a year afforded herfelf, in company with her hufband, 
the diverfion.of a play, where fhe never fat in a higher - 
place than the pit. 
To this filly woman did this filly fellow introduce 
the Great Wiup, informing her at the fame time | 


of their ichoo] acquaintance, and the many obliga- 


tions he had received from him. This fimple womar ~ 
no fooner heard her hufband had been obliged to her 
gueft, than her eyes fparkled on him with a benevo- 
lence, which is an emanation from the heart, and of 
which great and noble minds, whofe hearts never 
{well but with an injury, can have no very adequate 


‘adea; it is'therefore no wonder that our hero fhould 


mifconftrue, as he did, the paor, innocent, and fimple 
affe€tion of Mrs Heartfree towards’ her hufband’s 


friend, for that great and generous paffion, which 


fires the eyes of a modern heroine, when the Colonel 


_4s io kind as to indulge his city creditor with partak- 
- gng of his table to-day, and o€ his bed to-morrow. 


Wald 
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| Wild therefore inftantly returned the compliment, as 


he underftood: it, with his eyes, and prefently after 
beftowed many encomiums on her beauty, with which 
perhaps fhe, who was a woman, though a good one. 
and mifapprehended the defign, was not difpleafed any 
more‘than the hufband, _ | . . 

_ When breakfaft was ended, and the wife retired 
to her houfheld affairs, Wild; who had’ a quick di- 
cernment into the weakneffes of men, and who, be- 
fides. the knowledge of his good (or foolifh) difpofi« 
tion when a boy, had now difcovered feveral {parks 


of. goodnefs, friendfhip, and generofity in his friend, 


LY 


began to difcourfe. over the accidents which had hapr 
pened in their childhood, and took frequent occafi- 
ens of reminding him of thole favours which we have 
before mentioned his having conferred on him; he 
then proceeded to: the moft vehement profeffions of 
friend{hip, and to the moft ardent expreffions. of joy: in. 
this renewal of their acquaintance. He at lalt told: 
him with great feeming: pleaiure, that he believed Ite. 
had an opportunity of ferving him-by the recommen- 
dation of a gentleman to his cuftom, who was then. 
on the brink. of marriage, and, if he: be not already 
engaged, ‘I will,’ fays he ‘ endeavour to prevail on: 
« him to furnifh his lady with jewels-at your fhop.” 
Heartfree was not backward in thanks to our hero s: 


and, after many earneft follicitations to-dinner, which. 


were refufed, they. parted. for the firft time. 

But here, as.it- occurs: to ovr memory, that our 
readers may be furprifed' (an accident which fome- 
times happens in hiftories of this kind) how Mr Wild | 
the elder, in his prefent capacity, fhould have been. 
able to maintain his fon’at a reputable fchool, as this 
appears to have been, it’ may be neceffary to inform 
bim, that Mr Wild himfelf was then. a tradefman in: 
good bufinefs ;-but, by misfortunes in the world, to. 
wit, extravagance and gaming, he had redaced him- 
felf to that honourable occupation which we have for=- 
merly mentioned.. 7 3 

Having cleared up this doubt, we will now pur-.. 
fue our hero, who forthwith repaired to the Count, 
and having firft fettled preliminary articles concerns 
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ing diftributions, he acquainted him with the fcheme 
which he had formed againft Heartfree ; and after 
confulting proper methods to put it in execution, they 
began to concert meafures for the enlargement of the 
Count; on which the firft, and indeed only point to 


be tonfidered, was to raife money, not to pay his 


debts, for that would have required an immenfe fum, 
and was contrary to his inclination or iatention, but 
to procure him bail; for as to his efcape, Mr Snap 


had taken fuch precautions that it appeared abfolutely 


impoffible. — 


C H-A P.- IL 


Great examples of Greatnefs in Wild, fhbewn as well by 
his behaviour to Bapthot, as in a fcheme laid firf? to 
impofe on Heartfree by means of the Count, and then 
to cheat the Count of the booty. | . 


ILD undertook therefore to extrac fome mo- 

ney from Bagfhot; who, notwithitanding the 
depredations made on him, had carried off a pretty 
confiderable booty from their engagement at dice the, 
preceding day. He found Mr Bagthot in expecta- 
tion of his-bail, and, with a countenance full of con- 
cern, which he could at any time, with wonderful 
art, put on, told him, that all was difcovered ; that 
the Count knew him, and intended to profecute him 
for the robbery, had I not exerted (faid he) my ut- 
moft intereft, and with great difficulty prevailed: on 
him in cafe you refund the money-——‘ Refund the 
‘ money !’ cried Bagthot, ‘that is in your power: for 
you know what an inconfiderable part of it fell to 
my fhare. * How,’ replied Wild, ‘ is this your gra- 
titude to me for faving your life? for your own 
confcience muft convince you of your guilt, and 
with how much certainty the gentleman can 
give evidence againft you.’? ‘ Mary come up,’ quoth 
Bagthot, « I believe my life alone will not be ia 
‘ danger. 1 know thofe who are as guilty as myfelf. 
¢ Do you tell me of confcience ?” ‘ Yes, firrah 
anfwered ‘our hero, taking him by the collar, ‘ and 
_ © * © fince 
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*-fince you dare threaten me, I will fhew you the dif- 
‘ ference between committing a robbery, and cone: 
¢ niving at it, which is all lL can charge mytelf with.. 
“ I own indeed I fufpected when you fhewed me a: 
s-fum of. money, that you had not come honeltly by. - 
‘ it” § How,’ fays Bagthet, frighted out of one half. 
of his wits, and amazed out.of the other, ‘’can you: 
© deny ?’—‘ Yes, youratcal, anfwered Wild, § I do deny: 
‘-every thing, and do you find a witnefs to prove its. 
‘-and, to fhew you how little apprehenfions I have. 
‘-of your power to hurt me, I will have. you appres- 
*-hended this moment.’—At which: words: he offered: 
to break from him; but Bagfhot laid hold of his tkirts; | 
and, with an altered tone. and manner, .begged him. 
not to be. fo impatient. ‘ Refund then, firrah,’ 
cries Wild,.* and perhaps | may-take pity on you.?’ 
6 
‘-farthing in your pocket,’ replied Wild; ‘ then I may- 
* have fome compaffion on you, and not ouly fave: 
¢-your life, but, out of an excefs of generofity, may. 
‘-return you Near Se At which words Baglhot’ 

ild pretended to make to the- 
door, and rapt out am oath of vengeance with fo vio- 
Jent an emphafis, that his friend no longer prefumed : 
to balance, but fuffered Wild to. fearch-his pockets,. 
and draw forth all he found, to the amount of twenty. 
one guineas and a halt, which Jatt piece our genergus- 
hero returned him again; telling him, he might now - 
fleep -iecure, but advifed him. for the future never to» 
threaten his friends. : 

Thus did qur hero execute the greateft: exploits ; 
with the. utmoft eafe imaginable, by means of thofe 
tranicendent qualities which nature had indulged him: 
with, wiz. a bold -heart,.a thundering. voice, and a 
fteady countenance. 

Wild now returned to the County.and ‘informed | 
him that he had got ten guineas of Bathor; for, . 
with great and commendable prudence,. he fank the. 
other eleven into his own pocket; .and told him with. 
that money he would procure him. bail, which he after - 
prevailed on his father, and anamher gentleman of the: 
fame occupation, to become, for two- guineas each $ - 
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What moft I refund?’ anfwered Bagthot. ‘Every’ 
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fo that he made lawful prize of fix more, making- 


Bagihot debtor for the whole ten; for tuch were his 
great abilities, and fo vait the compafs of his under- 
ftanding, that he never made any bargain without 
over-reaching (or, in the vulgar phrafe, cheating) the 
perfon with whom he dealt. 

The Count being, by thefe means, enlarged, che 
firtt thing they did, in order to procure credit from 
tradefmen, was the taking a handlome houfe ready 
furnifhed, in one of the new ftreets; in which, as foon 


as the Count was fettled, they proceeded to furnifh 


him with fervants and equipage, and all the /ufgnia 
of a large eftate proper to impofe on poor Hearttree. 
Thefe being all obtained, Wild made a fecond vifit 
to his friend, and, with much joy in his countenance, 
acquainted him that he had fucceeded in his endear 
vours, and that the gentleman had promifed to deal 
with him for the jewels which he intended to prefent 
his bride, and which were defigned to be very fplendid 
and coltly; he therefore appointed him to go to the 
Count the next morning, and carry with him a fet of 
the richeft and moft beautiful jewels he had, giving 
him at the fame time fome hints of the Count's igno- 
rance of that commodity, and that he might extort 
what price of him he pleafed ; but Heartfree told him, 
not without fome dildain, that he fcorned to take any 
_ fuch advantage ; and, after expreffing much gratitude 
_ to his friend tor his recommendation, he promifed to 
carry the jewels at the hour, and to the place ap-+ 
pointed. 

I am fenfible that the reader, if he hath but the 
' Jeaft notion of greatnefs, mult have fuch a contempt 
for the extreme folly of this fellow, that he will be 
very little concerned at any misfortunes which may 
befal him in the fequel: for, to have no fufpicion, 
that an old fchool-fellow, with whom he had, in his 
tenderuit years, contracted a friendfhip, and who, on 
- the accidental renewing of their acquaintance, had pro- 
feifed the molt pafliouate regard for him, fhould be 
very ready to impofe .on him; in fhort, to conceive 
that a friend fhould, #f his own accord, without any. 
view to his own intereit, eneeancus to do him a fer- 
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swice; muft argue fuch weaknefs of mind, fuch igno- 
rance of the world, and fuch an artle(fs, fimple, un- 
defigning heart, as mult render the perfon poileiled 
of it the loweit creature, and the propereft obje@ of 
contempt imaginable, in the eyes of every man of un- 
. derttanding and difcernment. i | 

Wild remembered that his friend Heartfree’s faults 
were rather in his heart than in his head; that 
though he wus_fo mean a fellow, that he was never 
capable of laying a defign to injure any human crea- 
ture, yet was he by no means a fool, or liable to any 
grofs impofition, unlefs where his heart betrayed him. 
He therefore initruéted the Count to take only one 6f 
his jewels at the firft interview, and to reject the reft 
as not fine enough, and-.order him to provide fome 
richer. He faid, this management would prevent ~ 
Heartfree from expecting ready money for the jewel 
he brought with him, which the Count was prefently 
to difpofe of, and by means of that money, and his 
great abilities at cards and dice, to get together as 
large a fum as poflible, which he was to pay down to 
Heartfree, at the delivery of the fet of jewels, who 
would be thus void of all manner of fufpicion, and 
would not fail to give him credit for the refidue. 

‘By this contrivance it, will appear in the fequel, 
that Wild did not only propofe to make the impofition 
on Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void of all iuipicion, 
moré certain; but to tob the Count himfelf of this 
fum. This double method of cheating the very tools 
who are our inftruments ‘to cheat others, is the fuper- 
lative degree of greatnefs, and is probably, as far as 
any {piric crufted over with clay can carry it, falling 
very little thort of Diabolifm ittelf. | 

This method was’ immediately put in execution, 

_and the Count, the firit day, took only a fingle bril- 
liant worth about three hundred pounds, and order- 
eda necklace, ear-rings, and folitaire, of the value 
of three thoufand more, to be prepared by that da 
feven-night. | 

This interval was employed by Wild tn profecut- 

» ing his fcheme of raifing a gang, in which he met with 
fuch fuccefs, that within afew days he had levied. se 
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veral bold and refolute fellows fit for.any enterprize 
how dangerous and great foever. | 
We have before remarked, that the trueft .mark .of 
greatenefs is infatiability.. Wald had covenanted with 
the Count to receive three-fourths of the booty, and 
had at the fame time, covénanted with himfelf, to 
fecure the other fourth. part likewife, for which he. 
had formed a very great and noble defign; but now 
-faw with concern, that fum, which was to be received - 
in hand by Heartfree, in danger of being abfolutely 
Joft. in order, therefore, to poflefs himtelf of that 
likewife, he contrived that the jewels thould be broughs 
in the afternoon, and that Heartfree fhould be detain; 
ed before the Count could fee him; fothat the night — 
fhould overtake him in his return, when two of his. 
gang were ordered to attack and plunder him. 


C H A P. Ul. 


. Containing foenes of foftnefs, love and honour, all in the 
great fiile. : 


H E Count had difpofed of his jewel for its full. 
value, and this he had, by dexterity, raifed to a 
thoufand pounds ; ‘this firm therefore he paid down te 

Heartfree, promifing him the réft within a month, * 
His houle, his equipage, hts appearance, but, above 
all, acertain plaufibility in his voice and behaviour 
would have deceived any, but-one whofe great and 
wile heart had diated to him fomething within, which 
would have fecured him from any danger of tmpofition . 
from without. Hearttree therefore did not in the 
leait fcruple giving him credit; but as he had in re« 
ality procured thofe jewels of another, his own little 
ftock not being able to furnifh any thing fo valuable, 
he begged the Count would be fo kind to give his 
note tor the money, payable’ at the time he mention 
ed; which that gentieman did notin the leaft tcruple + 
fo he paid him the thoufand pound, in fpecie, and 
gave his note for two thoufand eight hundred pounds. 
more to Hearttree, who burnt with gratitude to 
Wild, for the noble cultomer he had recommended- 

~ to him, | 
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As foon as Heartfree was departed, Wild, who 
waited in another room, came in, and received the 
cafket from the Count; it having been agreed be- 
tween them, that this {hould be.depofited in his hands, 
as he was the original contriver of the fcheme, and 
was to have the largeft fhare. Wild having received 
the caitket, offered to meet the Count late that even- 
ing to come to a divifion; but fuch was the latter’s 
confidence in. the honour of our hero, that, he faid, 
if it was any inconvenience to him, the next morning 
would do altogether as well. This was more agree- 
able to Wild, and accordingly an appointment being 
made for that purpofe, he fet out in hatte to purfue 
Heartfree to the place where. the two gentlemen were 
ordered to meet and attack him. Thoie gentlemen, 
with noble refolution, executed their purpofe; they at- 
tacked and {poiled the enemy of the whole fum he had 
received from the Count. are 

As foon as the engagement was over, and Heartfree 
left fprawling on the ground, our hero, who wifely 
declined trufting the booty in his friends hands, tho’ 
he had good experience of their honour, made off after 
the conquerors: at length they being all at a place of 
fafety, Wild, according to a previous agreement, re- 
ceived nine tenths of the booty; the-fubordinate he- 
roes did indeed profefs fome little unwillingnefs (pers 
haps more than was ftrictly confi{tent with honour) to 
perform their contract ; but Wild, partly by argument, 
but more by oaths and threatnings, prevailed with 
them to fulfil their promife. : | 

Our hero having thus, with wonderful addrefs, 
brought tHis great and glorious action to a happy cons 
clufion, refolved to relax his mind after his fatigue, | 
in the conver‘ation of the fair. He-therefore fet for- | 
wards to his lovely Letitia: but, in his way, acci- 
dentally met with a young lady of his acquaintance, 
Mifs Molly Straddle, who was taking the air in 
Bridges-ftreet. Mifs Molly feeing Mr Wild, ftopped 
him, and with a familiarity peculiar to a-genteel town 
‘education, tapp’d or rather flapp’d him on the back, 
and afked him to treat her with a pint of wine, ata 
neighbouring tavern. The hero, though he a 
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the chafte Letitia with exceffive tendernefs, was: not: 
of that low fniveling breed of mortals, who, as it is 
generally exprefled, tye them/felves to a~woman's apron» 
firings; in a word, who are tainted with. that mean,,. 
bafe, low vice, or virtue as it is called, of conftancy s. 
therefore he immediately confented, and attended her- 
to a.tavern famous for excellent wine, known by the: 


name of the Rummer and Horfefhoe, where they ree | 


tired to a room by themfelves, Wild was very vehe-- 
‘ment in-his addrefles, but to no purpofe; the young 
‘lady declared fhe would grant no favour till he had. 
' made her a prefent; this was immediately complied 
with, and the lover made as happy as he could defire: 

The immoderate fondnefs which Wild ertertained: 
- for his dear Letitia, would not fuffer him-to wafte any 
confiderable time with Mifs Straddle. Notwithitands 
ing, therefore, all the endearments and carefles of that 
young lady, he foon made an excufe to go down ftairs,. 


and thence immediately fet forward to Letitia, with: | 


out taking-any formal leave of Mifs.Straddle, or ine 
deed of the drawer, with whom the lady was afters 
wards. obliged to come to-an account for the reckon- 
ing. | . 
Mr Wild, on his. arrival at’ Mr. Snap’s,. found only: 
Mifs Dofhy at home ; that young lady being employ- 
ed alone, in imitation of Penelope, with her thread or 
— worfted; only with this.difference, that whereas Pe- 
nelope unravelled by night what fhe had knit, or wove,. 
or fpun by day, fo what our young heroine unravels 
led by: day, fhe knit again. by night. In fhort, fhe 
was. mending a-pair of blue ftockings with red clocks : 
a circumftance which, perhaps, we might have omit+ 
ted, had it not ferved to fhew that there are ttill fome 
ladies of this age, who imitate the fingplicity of the. 

ancients. a | 
Wild immediately afked for his beloved, and was 
informed, that fhe was not at home. He then en- 
quired:where fhe was.to be found, and-declared, he 
would not depart till-he had feen her; nay, not till 
he had married her; for, indéed, his paffion for her 
was truly honourable; in other words, he had fo un- 
governable a.defire for. her perfon, that.he would go 
any. 
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any lengths to fatisfy it. He then pulled out the 
cafket, which he fwore was full of the fineft jewels, 
and that he would give them all to her, with other 
promifes; which fo prevailed on Mifs Dothy, whe 
had not the common failure of filters in envying, 
and often endeavouring to difappoint each other’s 
happinefs, that fhe defired Mr Wild to fit downa - 
few minutes, whilit fhe endeavoured to find her filter, 
and to bring ner to him. The lover thanked her, 
and promifed io itay till her return; and Mifs Dofhy, 
Jeaving Mr Wild to his meditations, fattened him in 
the kitchen by barring the door (for moit of the doors 
in this manfion were made to be bolted on the out- 


_ fide) and then flapping to the door of the houfe with . 


great violence, without going out at it, fhe ftole foftly 
up ftairs, where Mifs Letitia was engaged in clofe 


' -conference with Mr Bagfhot. Mifs Letty, being in- 


formed by her fifter in a whifper-of what Mr Wild had» 
faid, and what he had produced, told Mr Bagthot, 


that a young lady was below to vifit her, whom fhe: . © 


‘would difpatch with.all imaginable halte, and return 
to him. She defired him therefore to ftay with pa- 
tience for her in thé mean time, and that fhe would 
‘kave the door unlocked, tho’ her papa would never 
forgive her if he fhould difcover it. Bagfhot promifed — 
-on his honour, not to ltep without his chamber ; and 
the two young ladies went foftly down ftairs; when 
‘pretending firit to make their entry into the houfe, 
they repaired to the kitchen, where not even the pre- 
fence of the chafte Letitia could reftore that harmony 


‘to the countenance of her lover, which Mifs Theodo- 


‘fia had left him poflefled of; for, during her abience, 
he had difcovered the abience of a purfe containing 
bank notes for goo]. which had been taken from. Mr 
Heartfree, and which indeed, Mifs Straddle had, in 
the warmth of his amorous ccarefles,. unperceived 
drawn from him. However, as he-had that perfeé 
mattery of his temper, -or rather of his mufcles, which | 
is as neceflary to the forming a great character, as to 
the perfonating it on the ftage, he foon conveyed a 
{mile into his countenance, and concealing as well 
-bis misfortune as his chagrin at it, began to pay ho- 
. nourable 
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nourable addreffes to Mifs Letty. This young lady, 
among many other good ingredients, had three very © 


predominant paflions, to wit, vanity, wanténne(s, and 
avarice. To fatisfy the firit of thefe, fhe employed 
Mr Smirk and company; to the fecond, Mr: Bagfhoe 


~ and company ; and our hero had the honour and hap- 
_ pinefs of tolely engrofling the third. Now, thefe three 


forts of lovers fhe had very different ways of enter- 
taining. With the firft, fhe was all gay and coquette; 
with the fecond, all fond and rampant; and with the 
laft, all cold and referved. She therefore, told Mr 
Wild, with a moft compofed afpect,ithat fhe was 
glad he had repented of his manner of treating her at 
their laft interview, where his behaviour was {fo mon- 


‘ftrous, that fhe had ‘refolved never to fee him any more; 


that fhe was afraid her own fex would hardly pardon 
her the weaknefs fhe was guilty of in receding from 
that refolution, which fhe was perfuaded fhe never 
fhould have brought herfelf to, had not her fitter, who 
was there to confirm what fhe faid (as the did with. 
many oaths) betrayed her into his company, by pre- 
tending it was another perfon to vifit her: but how- 
ever, as he now thought proper to give her more con- 
vincing proofs of his affections (for he had now the 
cafket in his hand) and fince fhe perceived his defigns 
were no longer again{t her virtue, but were fuch asa 
woman of honour might liften to, fhe muft own—and 


then the feign’d an hefitation, when Theodofia began : 


‘ Nay, filter, IT am refolved you fhall counterfeit no 
‘ longer. I aflure you, Mr Wild, the hath the moft 
* violent paflion for you in the world; and indeéd, 
‘ dear Tifhy, if you offer to go back, fince I plain- 
‘ ly fee Mr Wild’s defigns are honourable, I will 
‘ betray all you have ever faid,’—~-* How, filter,” an- 
{wered Letitia, * I proteft you will drive me out of 
‘“the room: I did not expect this ufage from you.’ 


Wild then fell on his knees, and taking hold of her 
‘hand, repeated a fpeech which as the reader may 


eafily fuggeft to himfelf, 1 fhall not here fet down. 


He then offered her the cafket, but fhe gently reje&t- | 
ed it; and ona fecond offer, with a modeft counte- © 
nance and voice, defired to know what it contained.. 
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Wild then opened it, and took forth (with forrow I 
write it, and with forrow will it be read) one of thofe 
beautiful necklaces, with which at the fair of Bartho- 
lomew, they deck the well bewhitened neck of Tha- 
le[tris queen of Amazons, Anna Bullen, queen Eli- 
zabeth,.or fome other high princefsin Drollic tory. It 
was indeed compofed of that pafte, which Derdzus 
Magnus, an ingenious toyman, doth at a very mode- 
rate price difpenfe to the fecond rate-beaus of the 
metropolis. For, to open a truth, which we afk our 
reader’s pardon for having concealed from him fo | 
tong; the fagacious Count, wifely fearing left fome 
accident might prevent Mr Wild’s return at the ap- 
pointed time, had carefully conveyed the jewels which 
Mr Heartfree had brought with him, into his own 
pocket; and in their ftead had placed in the cafket 
thefe artificial ftones, which, tho’ of equal value to 


_a philofopher, and perhaps of a much greater to a 


true admirer of the compofitions of art, had not how- 
ever the fame-charms in the eyes of Mifs Letty; who 
had indeed fome knowledge of jewels: for Mr Snap, 
with great reafon confidering how valuable a part of 
a lady’s education it would be to be well inftructed 
m thefe things in an age when young ladies learn 
little more than how to drefs themfelves, had, in her 
youth placed Mifs Letty as the hand-maid (or houfe- 
maid as the vulgar call it) of an eminent pawn-broker. 
The lightning, therefore, which fhould have flafhed 
from the jewels, flathed from her eyes, and thunder 
immediately followed. from her voice. She be-knaved, 

be-rafcalled, ‘be-rogued the unhappy hero, who ftood’: 

filent, confoanded with aftonifhment, but more with . 
fhame and Andignation, at being thus out-witted and 
over-reached. At length he recovered his fpirits, 
and throwing down the cafket in a rage, he fnatched 
the key from the table; and without making any an- 
fwer to the ladies, who both very plentifully opened 
upon him,, and without taking any leave of them, he 
few out at the door, and repaired with the utmoft ex- 


pedition to the Count’ s habitation. ; 
Vet. V. G CHA P. 
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In, which Wild, after many fruitiefs endeavours to dif- 
cover his friend, moralizes on his musfortunes, in a 


Speech, which may be of ufe ( if rightly underftood ) to 
ame other con ifiderab: e [peech- makers. 


OT the highelt-fed footman of the higheft-bred 
| woman of quality knocks with more impetu- 
ofity, than Wild did at the Count’s door, which was 
immediately opened by a well-drefs’d livery-man, who 
an{wered that his matter was.notathome. Wild, not 
fatisfied with this, fearched the houfe, but to no pur- 


pofe; he then ranfacked all the gaming houfes in ~ 


town, but. found no Count ; indeed that gentleman 
had taken leave of his houfe the fame inftant Mr Wild 
had turned his back, and, equipping himfelf with 
boots and a poft-horfe, without taking with him 
either fervant, clothes, or .any neceflaries, for the 
journey of a great man, made fuch mighty expediticn 


that he was now upwards of twenty miles on his way - 


to Dover. | 

Wild finding his fearch ineffeual, —refolved to 
give it over for that nights he then relined to his feat 
of contemplation, a night-ceHNar, where, without a 
fingle farthing in his pocket, he called for a fneaker 
of punch, and placing himfelf on a bench by .himfelf 
he fofily vented the following foliloquy : 

¢ How vain is human Greatness! What avail 
‘ fuperior abilities, and a noble defiance of thofe 
narrow rules and bounds “which confine the vulgar; 
when our: belt-concerted ichemes are liable to be 
defeated ! How unhappy is the flate of Priccism! 


guard again{t every circumvention! It is even asa 
game of Chefs, where, while the rook, or knight, 
or bifhop, is bufied in forecafting fome great enter- 
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his fcheme. Better had it been for me to have ob- 
‘ feryed the fimple laws of ene i and morality, 
' 6 thaa 


Flow impoflible for human prudence to forefee and. 


rize, a worthlefs pawn interpofes, and difconcerts 
9 ? . ~ 
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than thus’to ruin my friend, for the benefit of others: 
I might have commanded his purfe to any degree 
of moderation: I have now difabled him from the | 
power of ferving me. Well !: but that was not my 


.delign. If [ cannot arraign my own conduét, why © 


fhould I, like a woman or a child, fit down and 
lament the difappointment of chance? But can I 
acquit mylelf of all negle&? Did I not mifbehave 
la putting it.in the power of others to outwit me? 
But that is tmpoflible to be avoided. In this a Prig 
is more unhappy than any other: a cautious man 
may, ina croud, preferve his own pockets by keep- 
ing his hands in them; but while the Prig employs 
his hands: in another’s ‘pocket, how fthall he be able 
to defend his own! Indeed in this hght what can 
be imagined more miferable than a Prig? How 
dangerous are his acquifiions! how uniafe, how 
unquiet his poffeifions ! why then fhould any man 
with to be a Prig, or where is his greatuefs? I 
anfwer, in his mind: ’tis the inward glory, the 
fecret con(cioulnefs of doing great and wonderful 
actions, which can alone fupport the truly GREAT 
Man, whether he be a Conqueror, a Tyrant, 
a STATESMAN, or a Pric. Thefe muit bear him) 
up againit the. private curfe and public impreca- 
tion, and while he is hated and deteited by all man- 
kind, muft make him inwardly fatished with him- 
felf. For wiat but fome fuch inward fattsfaction 
as this could intpire men poflefled of power, of 
wealth, of every human blefling, which pride, ava 
rice, or lusury conld defire, to ) forfake their homes, 
abandon eafe and repofe, and at the expence of 
riches and pleafures, ac the price of labour and 
hardfhip, and at the hazard of all that fortune hath 


liberally given them, could fend them at the head 


of a multitude of Prigs called an army, to molef& 
their neighbours; to introduce rape, rapine, bload- 
fhed, and ‘every kind of mifery among their own, 
fpecies ? What but fome fuch glorious appetite of 


‘mind could inflame princes, endowed with: the 


greateit honours, and enriched with the moft plen- 
tiful revenues, to defire malicioufly to rob thofe 
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fubjects of their liberties, who are content to fweat 
for their luxury, and to bow down their knees to the 
pride of thofe very princes? What but this can in- 
{pire them to deftroy one half of their fubjects, in 
order to reduce the reft to an ab/olute dependence 
on their own wills, and on thofe of their brutal fuc- 
ceflors? What other motive could feduce a fubject, 
poilefied of great property in his community, to be- 


thren, and his pofterity, to the wanton difpofition 
perfuade the Prig to forfake the methods of acquir- 


and, at the hazard of even lite itfelf, and what ts 
miftakenly called difhonour, to break openly and 
bravely through the laws of his country, for un- 
certain, unfteddy, and unfafe gain? Let me then 
hold myfelf contented with this reflection, that E 
have been wife, though unfuccefsful, and am a 
GREAT, though an unhappy man.’ 

His foliloquy and his punch concluded together; 
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for he had at every paufe comforted himfelf with a_ 


fip. And now it came firit into his head, that it 
would be more difficult to pay for it, than it was to 
{wallow it, when, to his great pleafure, he beheld, 
at another corner of the room, one of the gentlemen 
whom he had employed in the attack on Heartfree, and 
who, he doubted not, would readily lend him a guinea 
or two; but he had the mortification, on applying to 
him, to hear that the gaming-table had ftript him of 
all the booty which his own generofity had left in his 
pofleflion. He was therefore obliged to purfue his 
ufual method on fuch occafions: fo, cocking his hat 
fiercely, he marched out of the room without making 
any excule, or any one daring to make the leait 
demand. 


-~ 


CHAP. 


tray the intereft of his fellow-fubjects, of his bre= 
of fuch princes? Laftly, what lefs inducement could - 


ing a fate, an honelt, and a plentiful livelihood, - 
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CH A P. V. 


Containing many furprifing adventures, which our Hero 
with GREAT GWwEATNESS atchieved. 


E will now leave our hero to take a fhort repofe, 
and return to Mr Snap’s, where at Wild’s de- 
parture the fair Theodofia had again betaken herfelf 
to her ftocking, and Mifs Letty had recired up ftairs to 
Mr Bagthot; but that gentleman had broken his pa- 
role, and having conveyed himfelf below ftairs behind 
- a door, he took the opportunity of Wild’s fally to make 
his efCape. We thall only obferve, that Mifs Letty’s 
durprife was the greater, as fhe had, notwith{tanding 
her promife to the contrary, taken the precaution to 
‘turn the key; but, in her hurry, fhe did it inetfeQu- 
ally. How wretched mutt have been the fituation of . 
this young creature, who had not only lolt a lover, 
on whom her tender heart perfedly doated, but was 
expofed to the rage of an injured father, tenderly 
jealous of his honour, which was deeply engaged to 
the Sheriff of London and Middlefex for the fate cuf-- 
tody of the faid Bagthot, and for which two very good 
refponfible friends had given not only their words but 
their bonds! 
- But let us remove our eyes from this melancholy obs 
jet, and furvey our hero, who, after a fucceislefs 
gearch for Mifs Straddle, with wonderful greatnefs of 
mind, and fteddinefs of countenance, went early in the 
morning to vifit his friend Heartfree, at a trme- when 
the Common herd of friends would have forfaken and 
avoided him. He entered the room with a chearfut 
air, which he prefently changed into furprife cn ‘feeing 
his friend in a nightgown, and with his wounded head. 
bound about with linen, and Jooking: extremely pale 
from a great effufion of blood. When Wild was in- 
formed by Heartfree what bad happened, he firlt ex- 
| preffed great forrow, and afterwards fuffered as violent 
agonies of rage againit the robbers to burit from him. 
Heartfree, in compaffion to the deep imprethons his 
misfortune feemed to make on his friend, endeavoured 
G3 to 
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_ to leffen it as much as poffible, at the fame time er- 


aggerating the obligation he owed to Wild; in which 


his wife likewife feconded him; and they breakfafted ~ 


with more comfort than was reafonably to be expected 
after fuch an accident; Heartfree exprefling great fa- 
tisfaction that he had put the Count’s note in another 
pocket-book, adding that fuch a Jofs would have been 
fatal to him; ‘ for, to confefs the truth to you, my 
© dear friend,’ faid he, *« I have had fome loiles lately 
« which havé greatly perplexed my affairs ;-and though 
‘ I have many debts due to me from people of great 
‘ fafhion, I afflure you 1 know not where to be certain 
* of getting a fhilling,’ Wild greatly felicitated him 
on the lucky accident of preferving his note, and then 
proceeded, with much acrimony, to inveigh againtt the 
barbarity of people ot fafhion, who kept trade{men out 
of their money. . 

While they amufed themfelves with difcourfes of 
this kind, Wild, meditating within himfelf whether 
he fhould berrow or {teal from his friend, or .indeed 


whether he could not effect both, the apprentice 


brought a bank-note of 500 1]. in to Heartfree, which, 
he faid, a gentlewoman in the fhop, who had been 
Jooking at fome jewels, defired him to exchange, 
Heartfree looking at the number, immediately recol- 


-',ledted it to be one of thofe he had been robbed of, - 


With this difcovery he acquainted Wild, who, with 
the notable prefence of mind, and unchanged com- 
plection, fo eflential to a great character, advifed him 
to proceed cautioufly; and offered (as Mr Hearttree 
himielf was, he faid, too much fluftered to examine 
the woman with fufficient art) to take her into a room 
in his houte alone. He would, -he faid, perfonate the 
matter of the fhop, would pretend to fhew her fome 
jewels, and would undertake to get fufficient informa- 
tion out of her to fecure the rdgues, and moft probab- 
ly all their booty This propofal was readily and 
thankfully accepted by Hearttree. Waid went imme- 
diately up {tairs into the room appointed, whither the 
a|:prentice, according to appointinent, conducted the 
lady. y 
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The apprentice was ordered down ftairs the mo- 
ment the lady entered the room; and Wild, having 
fhut the.door, approached her with great ferocity in 
his looks, and began to expatiate on the complicated 
bafenefs of the crime fhe had been guilty of; but 
though he uttered many good leffons of morality, ag 
we doubt whether from a particular reafon they may 
work any very good effect on our reader, we.fhall omit 
his {fpeech, and only mention his conclufion, which - 
was by afkiag her, what mercy fhe could now expect 
from him? Mifs Straddile, for that was the young 
Jady, who had had a good education, and had been 
more than once prefent at the Old Bailey, very con- 
fidently denied the whole charge, and faid, the lrad 
received the note from a friend. Wild then raifing 
his voice, told her, fhe fhould be immediately com-_ 
mitted, and fhe might depend on being convicted ; 
‘ but,’ added he, changing his tone, * as I have a 
‘ violent affection for thee, my dear Straddle, if you 
* will follow my advice, I promife you on my honour, 

to forgive you, ner fhall you ever be called in que- 


¢ 
_ © ftion on this account.’ ‘ Why, what would you have 
¢ 


me todo, Mr Wild?’ replied the young lady, with . 
a pleaianter afpect. © You muit know then,’ faid 
Wild, ‘ the money you picked out of my pocket (nay, | 
* by G—d you did, and if you offer’to flinch, you {halk 
‘ be convicted of it) I won at play of a fellow who, it 
‘ feems, robbed my friend of it; you mult therefore 
‘ give an information on oath again one ‘J homas | 
‘ Fierce, and fay that you received the note from him, 
‘ and leave the reft to me. 1am certain, Molly, you 
* mult be fenfible of your-obligations to me, who re- 
* turn good for evil to you in this manner.’ The lady 
readily conferted ; and advanced to embrace Mr 
“Wild, who ept a little back, and ¢éried: ‘ Hold, 
* Molly ;.there are two other notes of 2001, each to 
‘ be accounted for, where are they?’ The lady pro- 
te(ted with the moit folemn afleverations that fhe knew 
of no more; with which, when Wild was not fatisfed, 
fhe cried: * [ will ftand fearch.’? ¢ That you fhal,’ 
anfwered Wild, ‘ and tftand ftrip too;’ he then pro- 
ceeded to tumble and {earch her, but co no porpors 
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till at laft the burft into tears, and declare;! fhe would 


tell the ‘truth (as indeed the did;) fhe then confefled 
that fhe had diipofed of the one to Jack Swagyer, a 
great favourite of the ladies, being an [rifh gentieman 
who had been bred clerk to an attorney, afterwards 
whipt out of a regiment of dragoons, amd was then a 
Newgate-follicitor, and a bawdy-houle bully; and as 
for the other, fhe had laid it all out that very morn- 
ing in brocaded filks and Flanders lace. With this 
account Wild. who indeed knew it to be @ very pro- 
bable one, was forced to be corttented ; and now aban- 
doning all further thoughts of what he jaw was irre- 


: trievably loft, he gave the lady fome further intiruc- 


tions, and then, defiring her to flay a few minutes be- 
hind him, he returned to his friend, and acquainted 


him that he had dilcovered the whole roguery; that 


the woman had confeiled from-whom fhe had received 
the note, and promifed to give an information before a 
jultice of peace: adding, he was concerned He could | 
not attend him thither, being obliged to go to the o- 
ther end of the town to receive thirty pounds, which 
he was to pay thatevening. Heartfree faid that fhould 
not prevent him of his company, for he could eafily 
Jend him fuch a trifle. This was accordingly done and. 
accepted, and Wild, Heartfree, and the lady went to 
the juftice together. 

The warrant being granted, and the conftable being 
acquainted by the lady, who received her information 
from Wild of Mr Fierce’s haunts, he was eafily appre- 
hended, and being confronted with Mifs Straddle, who 
{wore pofitively to him, though the had never feen hiar 
before; he was committed to Newgate, where he im- 
mediately conveyed an information to Wild of what 
had happened, and in the evening received a vifit from 
him. 

Wild affected great concern for his friend’s misfor- 
tune, and as great furprife at the means by which - 


it was brought about. However, he told Fierce that 


he muft certainly be miftaken in that point, of his 
having had no acquaintance with Mifs Straddle ; but 
added that he would find her out, and endeavour to 


| june off her-evidence;‘which,. he obferved, did not 
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come home enough to. endanger him; befides, he 
would fecure him witnefles of an a/ibi?, and five or 
fix to his character; fo that he need be under no ap- 
prehenfion, for his confinement till the feffions would 
be his only punifhment. z | 

Fierce, who was greatly comforted by thefe af- 
furances of his friend, returned him many thanks, and 
both fhaking each other ‘very earneltly by the hand, 
_ with a very hearty embrace they feparated, 

The hero confidered with himielf that the fingle 
evidence of Mifs Straddle would not be fufficient to 
convict Fierce, whom he refolved to hang, as he was 
the perfon who had principally refufed to deliver him 
the {tipulated fhare of the booty; he therefore went in 
queft of Mr James Sly, the gentleman who had affilted 
m the exploit; and found, and acquainted him with 
the apprehending of Fierce. Wild then intimating his 
fear, leit Fierce thould impeach Sly, advifed him to be 
beforehand, to furrender himfelf to a juftice of peace, 
and offer himfelf as an evidence. Sly approved Mr 
Wild’s opinion, went directly to a magiftrate, and was 
_ by: him committed to the Gatehoufe, with a promife of 
being admitted evidence againft his companion. 

Fierce was, in a few days, brought to his trial at 
the Old Baily, where, to his great confufion, his old 
friend Sly appeared againit-htm, as did Mifs Straddle. 
His only hopes were now in the afhiftances which our. 
hero had promifed him. Thefe unhappily failed him: 
fo that the evidence being plain againft him, and he 
making no defence, the jury convicted him, the court 
condemned him, and Mr Ketch executed him. 

With fuch infinite addrefs did this truly great man 
know how to play with the paflions of men, to fet them - 
at variance with each other, and to work his own pur- 
pofes out of thofe jealoufies and apprehenfions, which 
he’ was wonderfully ready at creating by means of 
thofe great arts, which the ¢ulgar call treachery, dif- 
fembling, promiling, lwiag, falichood, 2c. but which 
are by great men fummed up in the collective name 
of policy, or politics, or rather politricks; an art of 
which, as itis the highelt excellence of human nature, 


perhaps our great man was the moit eminent maiter. 
CHA P, 
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C H A P. VI 
Of Hats. 


Ve had now got together a very confide- 
rable gang, compoled of undone gametters, 
ruined baaltice. broken tradetmen, idle apprentices, 
attorneys clerks, and loofe and diforderly youth, who 
being born to no fortune, nor bred to any trade or 
proteiion, were willing to live luxurioufly without 
labour, As thefe perfons wore different Principles, 
i. ec. Hats, frequent diffentions grew amovg them, 
There were particularly two parities, vsz. thofe who 
wore hats fercely cocked, and thoie who preterr’d the 
Nab or treacher bat, with the brim flapping over their 
eyes. The former were cailed Cavaliers and Tory 
Rory Ranter Boys, &c. The latter went by the feverak 
naines of (Vags, Round beads, Shake Bags, Gld-Nolls, 
and feveral others. Between thele, continnal jars arote: 
infomuch, that they grew in time to think there was 
fomething eflzntial in their differences, and that their 
interelts were incompatible with each other, whereas, 
in truth, the difference lay only in the falhion of their 
hats. Wild therefore, having affembled them all at 
an ale-houfe on the night after Fierce’s execution, and 
perceiving evident marks of their milunderitanding, 
from their benaviour to each other, audrelice them 
in the RONONINE gentle, but forcible manner *; © Gen- 
“ tlemen, 


* There is fomething very myfterious in ie fpeech, which 
probably that chapter written by -ariftotle on this fubject, which 
is mentioned by a French author, might have given fome light 
into; but ¢hac as unhappily among the loft works of that phileto= 
pher. It is remarkabie, that Galerus, which is Latin fora Hat, 
Henifies Jikewife a dog-fith, as the Greek word Kuven doth the 
’ $kin of that animal; of which | fuppofe thc hats or helmets of 
the ancients were compotcd, as ours at prefent are of the beaver 
or rabbit Sophocles, inthe Jatter end of his Ajax, alludes ta 
a method of cheating in hats, and the fchohaft on the place tells 
usof onc Crephoutes, who was a matter of theart. It is obfervable 
Nikewife, that Aciilies, in the firft Itiad of Homer, tells Aga- 
memnon, in anger, that he had doa’s eyes. Now, as the eyes of 
a dog are bandiomer than thofe of ‘aimott any other animal; ae 
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‘tlemen, I am afhamed to fee men embarked in fo . 
great and glorious an undertaking, as that of rob- 


‘ bing the public, fo foolifhly and weakly diffenting : 


‘tors of ,hats, or at leaft of the diftinctions between 
them, really conceived that one form of hats fhould 
‘ infpire a man with divinity, another with law, ano- 
‘ ther with ‘learning, or another with bravery? No 


4 
‘ among themfelves. Do you think the firit inven- 
6 


‘ they meant no more by thefe outward figns, than © 


‘ to impofe on the vulgar, and inftead of puting 
* great men to the trouble of acquiring or maintains 
‘ mg the fubltance, to make it fufficient that they 
‘ condelcended to wear the type or fhadow of it. 
* You do wifely, therefore, when in-a crowd, to 
*‘ amufe the mob by quarrels on fuch accounts, that 
‘ while they are liftening to your jargon, you may, 
‘ with the greater eafe and fafety, pick their pockets: 
‘ but furely to be in earneit, and privately to keep 
‘ up fuch a ridiculous contention among yourfelves, 


© muft argue the higheft folly and ablurdity. When 


* you know you are all Prigs, what difference can a 
broad or narrow brim create? Isa Prig lefs a Prig 
in one hat than in another? If the publtc fhould be 
-weak enough to intereft themfelves in your quarrels, | 
and to prefer one pack to the other, while both 
are aiming at their purfes; it is your bufinefs to 
laugh at, not to imitate their folly, What can be 
more ridiculous than for gentlemen to quarrel about 
hats, when there is not ene among you, whofe hat 
is worth a farthing. What is the ufe of a hat, 
farther than to keep the head warm, or to hidea 
bald crown from the public? It isthe mark, of a 
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© gentleman to move his hat on every occafion; and 


‘ in courts and noble aflemblies, no man ever wears 


could be no term of reproach. He muft revere mean that he 
had a hat on, which, perhaps, from the creature it was made of, 
or from fome other reafon, might have been a mark of infamy. 
This juperftitions opinion may account for that cuftom, which 
hatlr defcenced through all nations, of fhewing refpect by pulling. 
off this covering; and that no man is efteemed fit to converte 
with his fuperiors with it on. 1 fhall conclude this Jearned note, 
with remarking, that the term Qid Hat, is at prefent uted by 
the vulgar, in no very honourable fenfe. 
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‘one. Let me hear no more therefore of this childifh 
‘‘difagreement, -but all tofs up your hats together 
* with one accord, and confider that hat as the beft, 
‘ which wilt contain the largeft booty.’. He thus 
ended his fpeech, which was followed by a murmur- 
ing applaufe, and immediately all prefent tofled their - 
hats together as he had commanded them. 


- C H A P. VIL. 
Sheawing the confequence which attended Heartfree’s ad-_ 
ventures with Wild ; all natural, and common enough 
to little wretches whovdeal with Great men ; together 


with fome precedents of letters, being the Ail chee, 
methods of anfwering a din. 


ET us now return to Heartfree, to whom the 
Count’s note, which he had paid away, was 
returned, with an account that the drawer was not to 
be found; and that, on enquiry after him, they had 
heard he was run away, and confequently the money 
was now demanded of the indorfer. The apprehen- 
fion of fuch a lofs would have affected any man of 
bufinefs, but much more one whofe unavoidabie ruin 
iH muft prove. He exprefled fo much concern and | 
confufion on this occafion, that the proprietor of the 
note was frightened, and refolved to Jofe-no time in 
fecuring what he could. So that, in the afternoon of 
the fame day, Mr Snap was commiffioned ta pay 
Heartfree a vilit, which he did with his ufual formali- 
ty, and conveyed him to his own houfe. 
Mrs Heartfree was no fooner informed of what 
_ had happened to her hufband, than fhe raved like one 
diftracted; but after fle had vented the firft agonites 
of her paflion in tears and lamentations, fhe applied 
herfelf to all poffible means to procure her hufband’s 
liberty. “She haftened to, beg her neighbours to fecure 
bail for him. But as the news had arrived at their | 
houfes before her, fhe found none of them at home, 
except an honeft Quaker, whofe fervants durft not 
tell a lie. However, fhe fucceeded no better with 
him, for unluckily he had made an affirmation the 


ay before, that he would never be bail for any man. 
2 After 
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After many fruitlefs efforts of this kind, the repaired 
to her hefband to comfort him, at leaft with her pre- 
fence. She found him fealing the lait of feveral let- 
ters, which he was difpatchiag to his friends and cre- 
ditors. The moment he faw her, a fudden joy fpark- 
led in his eyes, which, however, had a very thort 
duration ; for defpair foon clofed them again; nor 
could he help burfting into fome paflionate expreflions 
of concern for her and his little family ; which the, 
on her part, did her utmoft to leffen, by endeavouring 
to mitigate the lofs, and to raife in him hopes from 
the Count, who might, fhe faid, be poflibly only gone 
into the country. - She comforted him likewife with 
the expectation of favour from his acquaintance, e- 
{pecially from thofe whom he had ina particular mane 
ner obliged and ferved. Laftly, fhe conjured him by 
all the value and elteem he profefled for her, not to 
endanger his health, on which alone depended her 
happinefs, by too great an indulgence of grief; af- 
furiag him that no {tate of life could appear unhappy 
to her with him, unleis his own forrow or difcontent 
made it fo. 

In this manner did this weak, poor-fpirited woman 
attempt to relieve her hufband’s pains, which it would 
have rathe# become her to aggravate, by not only 
painting out his mifery in the livelie(t colours imagin- 
able, but by upbraiding him with that folly and con- 
fidence which had occafioned it, and by lamenting 
her own hard fate, in being obliged to fhare his fuffer- 
ings. 

‘ieareinee returned this goodnefs (as it is calledy 
of his wife, with the warmelt gratitude, and they paf- 
fed an hour in a fcene of tendernefs, too low and con- 
' temptible to be recounted to our great readers. We 
fhall therefore omit all fuch relations, as they tend 
only to make human nature Jow and ridiculous. 

Thofe meilengers who had obtained any anf{wers to 
his letters now returned.. We fhall here copy a few 
of them, as they may ferve for precedents to others wl.o 
have an occafion, which happens commonly enough in 
genteel life, to anfwer the impertinence of a dun. 
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MeHearrrree, . ” 


Mi: Lord commands me to tell you, he is very much 

furprifed at your affurance in afking for money, 
which you know hath been fo little while due ; how- 
ever, as he intends to deal no longer at your thop, 
he hath ordered me to pay you as foonas I fhall have 
cafh in hand, which, confidering many difburfements 
for bills Jong due, &e. can’t poflibly promile any time, 
&c. at prefent. Andam _ 

Your humble fervant, 


Rocer Morecrarr. 


LETTER IL 

Dear Sie, | 
T H E money, as you truly fay, hath been three 
years due, but upon my foul I am at prefent 
incapable of paying a farthing ; but as I doubt not 
very thortly, not only to content that fmall bill, but 
likewife to fay out very confiderable further fums at. 
your houfe, hope you will meet with no inconvenience 

by this {hort delay in, dear Sir, 
Your moft fincere 
humble fervasnt, 


Cua. CourTiy. 


LETTER III. 


Mer Hearrrree, 
} BEG you would not acquaint my hufband of the 

trifling debt between us; for, as | know you to be 
a very good natured man, I will truft you with a 
fecret. He gave me the money jong fince to difcharge 
it, which I had the ill luck to lofe at play. You may 
be ailured I will fatisfy you the farft Opporsinilys and - 
am, Sir, 


¥eur very humble fervant, 
Catu. RuBBers. 


Pleafe to prefent my compliments to Mrs Heart- 


frec. 
LETTER 
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LETTER WV. 


Mr Tuomas Heartrree, S38, 
OURS received; but as to {um mentioned therein, 
‘doth not fuit at prefent. 
Your humble fervant, 
Peter l'ounce. 


LETTE R V. 

Srr, 
] AM fincerely forry it is not at prefent poffible for 
_ me to comply with your requelt, -efpecially after 
fo many obligations received on my fide, of which 
fhall always ‘entertain the mott grateful memory. [£ 
am very greatly concerned at your misfortunes, and 
would have waited upon you in perfon, but am not at 
prefent very well, and, befides, am obliged to go this 
evening to Vaux- hall. I ain, Sir, 

Your mok obliged humble fervant, 
Cua. Easy. 

P. S. I hope good Mrs Heartfree and the dear little 

ones are well. | 


There were more letters to much the fame pur- 
pofe; but we propofed giving our reader a tafte only. 
Of all-thefe, the lait was infmitely the moft grating 
to poor Heartfree, as it came frum one to whom, when 
m diftrefs, he had himfelf lent a confiderable fum, and 

of whofe prefent flourwhing circumftances be was well 
afured. 


Cc H A P. VIIL 


In which eur Hero carries Greatne{s to an immoderate 
height. 


ET us remove therefore, as faft as we can, this 
deteftable picture of ingratitudey and prefent the 
much more agreeable portrait of that aflurance to 
whiely the Frenciy very properly annex the epithet of 
Good. Heartfree had fcarce done reading his let- 
ters, when our hero appeared Bstore his eyes ; not 
. H 2 | ' with 
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with that afpect with which a pitiful parfon nets hts 
patron, after having oppofed him at an election, or 
which a doctor wears, when fneaking away from a 
door, where he is informed of his patient’s death ; 
not with that down-caft countenance which betrays 
the man, who, after a flrong confit between virtne 
and vice, hath furrendered his mind te the Jatter, and 
is difcovered in his firft treachery; but with thatnoble, 
bold, great confidence with which a prime minifter 
affures his dependent, that the place he promifed bim 
vas difpofed of before. And fuch concern and un- 
eafinefs as he expreflzs in his Jooks on thofe cecafions, 
did Wild teftify on the firlt meeting of his friend. And 
as the faid prime miniiter chides you for neglee&t of 
your intereft, in not having afked‘in time, fo did our 
heeo attack Heartfree for his giving credit to the 
Count; and, without ,fuffering Fim to make any an- 
fwer. proceeded in a torrent of words to overwhelm 
him with abufe; which, however friendly his inten- 
tion might be, was fcarce to be outdone by an enemy, 
By thefe means Heartfree, who might perhaps other- 
wife have vented fome little concern for that recom- 
mendation which Wild had given him to the Count, 
was totally prevented from any fuch endeavour, and 
ike an invading prince, when attacked in his own 
dominions, forced to recal his whole ftrength to de- 
fend himfelf at home. This indeed he did fo well, 


by infifting on the figure and outward appearance of . 


the Count and his equipage, that Wild at length grew 
a little more gentle, and with a figh faid, ‘I confefs 
‘ { have the leaft reafon of all mankind to cenfure 
another for an imprudence of this nature, as ] am my- 
felf the moft eafy to be impofed upon, and indeed, 
have been fo by this Count, who, if he be infol- 
vent, hath cheated me of five hundred pounds. 
But, for my own part,’ faid he, ‘ I will not yet de- 
fpair, nor would I have you. Many men have found 
it convenient to retire, or abfcond for a while, and 
afterwards have paid their debts, or at leaft hand- 
fomely compounded them. This I am certain of, 
fhould a compofition take place, which is the worft 
I think that can be apprehended, I fhall be ae 

‘ only 
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@ only lofer; for I fhall think myfelf obliged in ho- 
¢ nour to repair your lofs, even though you mult. 
* confefs it was principally owing to your own folly. 
¢ Z—ds! had | imagined it neceflary, 1 would have 
* cautioned you; but { thought the part of the town 
¢ where he lived, fuficient caution not to trut him.— 
© And fuch a fum !——The devil muft have been im 
* you certainly !’ : 
This was a degree of impudence beyond’ poor Mrs 
Heartfree's imagination. ‘1 hough the had before vent~ 
ed the molt violent execrations on: Wild, fhe was now 
thoroughly fatisfied of his-innocence, and begged hin» 
not to infilt any longer on what he perceived fo deeply 
affeéted her hufband.. She faid, trade could not be car- 
ried on without credit,and furely he was fufficiently ju- 
ftified in giving it to fuch a perfon as the Count appcar- 
ed to be. Befides, fhe faid,. refleétions on what was. 
paft and irretrievable would be of little fervices 
that their prefent bufinefs was to confider how to pre- 
vent the evil confequences which threatened, and firft 
to endeavour to procure her hufband his liberty. ‘« Why 
*- doth he not procure bail ?? faid Wild. * Alas! Sir,” 
faid fhe, ‘ we have applied to many of. our acquainte-s 
* ance in vain; we have met with excufes even where 
« we could leaftexpect them.? ‘ Not bail!’ anfwered: 
Wild, in a. paffion, * he fhall have buil, if. there is 
* any inthe world.. It is now very- late, but tru 
* me to procure him bail to-morrow morning,’ 
Mrs Heartfree received thefe profefions: with tears, 
_ and told Wild he was a friend indeed. She then pro- 
pofed to ftay. that evening with her hufband; but be. 
would not permit her, on account of his litde family,. 
whom he would not agree to truft to the care of fer-- 
vants in this time of confution. ae 
A.hackney coach was then fent for, but without fues: 
cefs; for thefe, like hackney friends, always offer them- 
felves in the funfhine, but are never to be fuund when 
yon want them. And as for a-chair, Mr Snap lived in 
a. part of the town which chairmen very little frequent.- 
Vhe good woman was therefore obliged to walk homey. 
whiher the gallant Wild offered to attend her as a 
pro-edlor, ‘bis favour was thankfully accepted, and: 
H 3 the 
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the hufband and. wife having taken a tender leave of 
each other, the tormer was locked in, and the latter 
locked out by the hands of Mr Snap himfelf. 
As this vifit of Mr Wild’s to Heartfree may feem 
_ one of thofe paflages in hiftory, which writers, Draw- 
canfir like, introduce, only becaufe they dare; indeed 
as it may feem fomewhat contradictory to the great- 
nefs of our hero, and may tend to blemifh his cha- 
racter with an imputation of that kind of friendtfhip, 
which favours too much of weaknels and imprudence $ 
it may be neceflary to account for this vifit, efpecially 
to our more fagacious readers, whofe fatisfaction we 
thall always confult in the molt efpecial manner. “hey 
are to know then, that at the firit interview with Mrs 
Heartfree, Mr Wild had conceived that paffien, or 
affection, or friendthip, or defire, for that handfome 
creature, which the gentlemen of this our age agree 
to call rove; and which is indeed no other than that 
kind of affe@tion which, after the exercife of the do- 
Minical day is over, a Jufty divine is apt to conceive 
for the well-dreft firloin or handfome buttock, which 
the well-edified fquire in gratitude fets befure him, 
nd which, fo violent is his love, he devours in imagi- 
nation-the moment he fees it. Not lefs ardent was the 
hungry p.ffion of our hero, who from the moment 
he had cuit his eyes on that charming difh, had caft 
about in his mind by what method he intght come at it. 
This, as he perceived, might molt eafily be effeQed 
after’ the ruin of Heartfree, which, for other confider- 
ations, he had intended. So he poftponed all endea- 


vours for this purpofe, til} he had firft effe@ed whar, . 


by order of time, was regularly to precede this latter 
defizn: with fuch regularity did this our hero condu& 
all his fchemes, and fo truly faperior was he to all the 
efforts of paffion, which fo often difconcert and dif- 
sappoint the noblcit views of others. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


More creatnessin Wild. - low feene between Mrs 
Heartfree and ber children, and a fcheme of our kero 
worthy the highe/t admiration, and even affoni/hment. 


HEN firit Wild condutted his flame (or ra- 

ther his difh, to continue our metaphor) from 
the proprietor, he had projected a defizn of conveying 
her to one of thole eating-houles in Covent-Garden, 
where female flefh is delicioufly dreft, and ferved up 
to the greedy appetites of young gentlemen ; but fear- 
ing lelt the fhould not come readily enough into his 
wilhes, and that by too eager and haity a purfoit, 
he fh:.uld fruftrate his future expectations, and luckily 
at the fame time a noble hint fuggefting itfelf to him, 
by which he might almoft inevitably fecure his plea- 
fure, together with his profit, he contented himfelf: 
with waiting on Mrs Heartfree home, and after many 
proteftations of friendthip and fervice to her hufband, 
took his leave, and promifed to vifit her early in the 
morning, and to couduct her back to Mr Snap’s. 

Wild now retired to a night cellar, where he found 
feveral of his acquaintance, with whom he {pent the 
remaining part of the night in revelling; nor did the 
Jeak compaffion for Heartfree’s misfortunes difturb the 
pleafure of his cups. So truly great was his foul, 
that it was abfolutely compoted,.fave that an «appre- 
henfion of Miis Tifhy’s making fome difcovery (as 
fhe was then in no good temper towards him) a little 
rufled and difquieted the perfe& ferenity he would o- 
therwife have enjoyed. As he had, therefore, no op- 
portunity of feeing her that evening, he wroze her 
a Jetter full of ten thoufand proteitations of honourable 
love, and (which he more depended on) containing as 
many promifes, in order to bring the young lady tnto 
good humour, without acquainting her in the leaft 
with his fufpicion, or giving her any caution: for 
. Hewas his conftant maxim, never to put it into any 
one’s head to do you a milchief, by acquaiating him 
‘that it is in his power. 


We 
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We.muft now return to’ Mrs Heartfree, who paffed 
a fleeplefs night in as great agonies and horror fort he 
abfence of her hufband, as a fine well-bred woman 
would feel atthe return of her’s from a long voyage 
or journcy. Inthe morning the children being brought 
to her the eldeft afked, ‘ where dear papa was?’ At 
which the could not refrain from burfting into tears, 
The child perceiving it, faid,.¢ Don’t cry, Mamrna, I 
‘ am fure Papa would not {tay abroad if he could help 
¢ it.’ Ar theie words fhe caught the child in her arms, 
and throwing herfelf into the chair, in an agony of 
pafion cried out, *« No, my child, nor fhall all the 
‘ malice of hell keep us long afunder.’ 


Thefe are. circumftances which we fhould not, for: 


the amufement of fix or feven readers only, have in- 
ferted, had they not ferved to fhew, that there are 
weakneffes in vulgar life, to which great minds are. 
fo entirely rangers, that they have not even an idea. 
of them;. and, fecondly, by expofing the folly of this. 


low creature, to fet off and elevate that greatnefs, of 


which we endeavour to draw a.true portrait in this. 
hiftory. | 

Wild. entering the room, found the mother with 
one child tin her arms, and the other at her kneew 


After paying her his compliments, he defired her toa. 


difmiis the children and fervant, for that he had fome- 
thing of the greateft moment to impart to her. 


She immediately complied with his requeft, and,. . 
_ the door being fhut, afked him with great eagernefs. 


if he had fucceeded in his intentions of procuring the: 
bail. He anfwered, he had not endeavoured at it yet; 
for a fcheme had entered into his head, by which fhe 
might certainly preferve her hufband,. herfelf, and: 
her family. In order to. which he advifed her inftant- 
Jy to remove with the moft valuable jewels fhe had to 


Holland, before any ftatute of bankruptcy iilued to 


prevent her; that he would himfelf attend her thither, 
and place her in fafety, and then return to deliver 
her hufband, who would be thus eafily able to fatisfy 
his creditors. He added, that he was that initant come 


from Mr Snap’s, where he had communicated the 
fcheme to Heartfree, who had greatly approved of it,. 
| : and. 
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atid defired her to put it in execution without delay, 
concluding that a moment ‘was not to. be loft. 

The mention of her hufband’s approbation left na 
doubt in this poor woman’s jbrealt ; {he only defired a 
moment’s time to pay him a vifit, in order to take her 
leave. But Wild peremptorily refufed; he faid, by 
every moment’s delay fhe rifqued the ruin of her fa- 
mity; that fhe would be abfent only a few days from 
him, for that the moment he had lodged her fafe in 
Holland, he would return, procure her hufband his 
liberty, and bring him to her. ‘ I have been the unfor- 
‘ tunate, the innocent cauie of all my dear Fom’s calamt- 
‘ty, Madam,’ faid he; ‘ and | will perifh with him, or 
‘fee him out of it.” Mrs Heartfree overflowed with ac- 
knowledgements of his goodnefs; but fill begged for 
the fhorteft interview with her hufband, ild de- 
clared, that a minute’s delay might be fatal; and add» 
ed, tho’ with the voice of forrow rather than of ane 
ger, that if the had not refolution enough to execute. 
the commands he brought her from her hufband, his: 
ruin would lie at her door; and, for his own part, he 
muft give up any farther meddling in her affairs. 
- She then, propofed to take her children with hers 
byt Wild would not permit it faying, they would 
only retard their flight, and that it would be properer- 
for her hufhand to bring them. He at length abfo- 
lutely prevailed on this poor woman, who immediately 
packed up the molt valuable effets fhe could find, and, 
after taking a tender leave of her infants, earneftly 
commeded them to the care of a very faithful fere 
vant. Then they called a hackney coach, which con- 
veyed them to an inn, where they were furnifhed with 
a chariot and fix, in which they fet forward for 
Harwich. ‘ 

Wild rode with an exulting heart; fecare, as he 
now thought himfel¥, of the poffeffion of that lovely. 
woman, together with a rich cargo. In {hort, he en- 
joyed in his mind all the happinefs which unbridled 
luft and rapacious avarice could promife him. As to 
the poor ‘creature, who was to fatisfy thefe paflions, 
her whole foul was employed in reflecting on the con- 
dition of her hufband and children. A mpg ord 
' : .  fearce 
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fcarce efcaped her lips, tho’ many a tear gufhed from 
her brilliant eyes, which, if I may ule a coarfe ex- 
preffion, ferved only as delicious fauce to heighten the 
appetite of Wild. 


CHA PB X., 


Sea adzentures very new and furprifing. 


HEN they arrived at Harwich, they found 2° 
vellel, which had put in there, juft ready to 
depart for Rotterdam. So they went immediately on 
board, and failed with a fair wind; but they had - 
hardly proceeded out of fight of land, when a fudden 
and violent ftorm arofe, and drove them to the South- 
Weft; infomuch that the captain apprehended it im- 
polfible to avoxd the Goodwin fands, and he and alk 
his crew gave themfelves up for lott. Mrs. Heartfree,y 
who had no other apprehenfions from death, but thofe 
of leaving her dear hufband and children, fell on 
“her knees to befeeeh the Almighty’s favour, when 
Wild, with a contempt of danger truly great, took 2 
refolution as worthy to be admired perhaps as any ree 
corded of the braveft hero, ancient or modern; a re- 
folution, which plainly proved him to have thefe two 
qualifications-fo neceflary to a hero, to be fuperior 
to all the energies of fear and pity. He faw thetyrant 
Death ready to refeue from him his intended prey, 
which he had yet devoured only in imagination. He 
therefore fwore he would prevent him, and immedi- 
ately attacked the oy wretch, whe was in the utmolt 
agonies of defpair, Gr with folicitation, and after 
wards with force. 
Mrs Heartfree, the moment fhe underftood his 
meaning, which, in her prefent temper of mind, and 
in the opinion fhe held of him, ‘fhe did not immedi- 
ately, rejeted him with all the repulfes which indig- 
matica aad horror could animate: but when he ate 
tempted violence, the filled the cabin with her fhrieks, 
which were fo vehement, that they reached the-ears of 
the captain, the florm at this time luckily abate 
ing.. This man, who was a brute, rather from his 
education, and the element he inhabited, than from 
. , natore, 
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siature, ran haftily down to her affiftance, and finding 
her ftruggling on the ground with our ‘hero, he pre- 
fently refcued her from her intended ravifher ; who 
was foon obliged to quit the woman, m order “to en- 
gage with her lufty champion, who {pared neither pains 
nor blows in the affiitance of his fair paflenger. 

When this fhort battle was over, in which our hero, 
had he not been overpowered with numbers, who came 
down on their captain’s fide, would have been vidtori- 
ous; the captain rapped out a hearty oath, and afk 
ed Wild, ‘ If he had no more Chriftianity in him than 
* to ravith a woman in a ftorm ?’ To which the other 
greatly and fuilenly anfwered: * It was very well; but 
‘ d—n him if he had not fatisfaétion the moment they 
‘‘came on fhore.”’ The captain with great fcorn 


replied, ‘ Kifs,’——_&c. and thea forcing Wild out of | 


the cabbin, he, at Mrs Hearcfree’s requelt, locked her 
into it, and returned to the care of his fhip. ; 
The ftorm was now entirely ceafed, and nothing re- 
mained but the uiual ruffling of the fea after it, when 
one of the failors fpied a fail at a diltance, which the 
» e ° ° bh 
captain wifely apprehended might be a privateer (tor 
we were then enzazed in a war with France) and imme- 
diately ordercd all the fail poffible to be crowded; but 
his caujgon was in vain ; for the little wind which then 
blew, was directly adverfe ; fo that the (hip bore down 
upon them, and foon appeared to be what the captain 
had feared, a French Privateer. He was in no con- 
dition of refiftance, and immediately ftruck on her 
firing the firft gun. The captain of the Frenchman, 
with feveral of his hands, came on board the Engliih 


veflel ; which they rifled of every thing valuable, and, 


amongit the reft, of poor Mrs Heartfree’s whole cargo ; 
and then taking the crew, together with the two paf- 
fengers, aboard his own fhip, he determined, as the 
other would be only a burden to him, to fink her, 
fhe being very old and leaky, and not worth go- 
ing back with te Dunkirk. He preferved, therefore, 
nothing but the boat, as his own was none of the beit, 
and then pouring a broadfide into her, he fent her to 
the bottom. : : 


The . 
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The French captain, who was a very young fel- 
low, and a man of gallantry, was prefently enamoured 
to no{mall degree with his beautiful captive; and ima- 
gining Wild, “from fome words he dropt, to be her 
hufband, notwithianding the il] affe@ion toward him 
which appeared in her looks, he afked her, if fhe un- 
deritood French? the aniwered in the affirmative, for 
indeed fhe did perfectly well. He then afked her how 
dong fhe and that gentleman (pointing to Wild) had 
been married? fhe anfwered with a deep figh, and 
many tears, that fhe was married indeed, but not to 
that villain, who was the fole caufe of all her misfor- 


tunes. That appellation raifed a curiofity in the cape - 


tain, and he importaned her in fo prefling, but gentle 
a manner, to acquaint him with the injuries fhe com- 
plained of, that fhe was at laft prevailed on to recount 
to him the whole hiftory of her afflictions. This fo 
moved the captain, who had too little notions of great- 
nefs, and fo incenfed him againft our hero, that he re+ 
folved to punifh him ; and, without regard to the laws 
of war. he immediately ordered out his fhattered boat, 
and, making Wild a prefent of half a dozen bifcuits 
to prolong his anfery, he put him therein, and then 
committing hun to the mercy of the fea, proceeded on 
his cruize. n 


C H A P. XI. 


The great and wonderful behaviour of our Hero in the 
boat. 


7 is probable, that a defire of ingratiating himfelf 
with his charming captive, or rather conqueror, 
had no little {hare in promoting this extraordinary a& 
of illegal juftice ; for the Frenchman had conceived 
the fame fort of paflion, or hunger, which Wild him» 
felf had felt, and was almoft as much refolved, by 
fome means or other, to fatisfy it. Wewill leave him, 
however, at prefent, in the purfuit of his withes, and 
attend our hero in his boat; fince it is in circum» 
{tances of diftrefs that true greatnefs appears mot won- 
derful. For, thata prince inthe midtt of his courtiers, 
all ready to compliment him with his-favourite cha- 
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tater, or title, and indeed, with every thing elfe; 
orthat aconqueror, at the head of an hundred thou- 
fand men, all prepared to execute his will, how am- 
bitious, wanton, or cruel foever, fhould, in the gid- 
dineis of their pride, elevate themiclves many deyrees 
above thofe their tools, feems not difficult to be ima- 
gined, or indeed accounied tor. But that a man in 
chains, in prifon, nay, in the vileft dungeon, fhould 
with perfevering pride, and obitinate dignity, difcover 
that vait fuperiority in his own nature over’ the reft of 
mankind, whoto a vujgar eye feem much happier than 
himielf; nay, that he thould difcover heaven and pro- 
vidence (whofe peculiar care, it feems, he is) at that 
very time at work for him; this ts among the arcana 
of greatnefs, to be perfectly underiiood only by an 
adept in that fcience. 

What could be imagined more miferable than the 
fituation of our hero at this feafon, floating in a little 
boat on the open feas, without oar, without fail, and 
at the mercy of the firit wave to overwhelm him? aay, 
this was indeed the fair fide of his fortune, as it was a 
much more eligible fate than that alternative, which 
threatened him with almoit unavoidable certainty, viz. 
ftarving with hunger, the fure coniequence of a con- 
tinuance of the calm. 

Our hero finding himfelf in this condition, began 
to ejaculate a round of blafphemies, which the reader, 
without being over pious, might be offended at teeing 
repeated. He then acculed the whole Female fex, and 
the paffion of love (as he called it) particularly that 
Which he bore to Mrs Heartfree,~ as the unhappy oc- 
tafion of his prefent fufferings. ‘Ag length, finding 
himielf defcending too much into the language of mean- 
nefs and complaint, he ftopp’d fhof&, and {oon after 
broke forth as follows: ‘ D—n it, a man can die 
* but once, what fignifies it! every man mutt die, 
* when it is over it is over. I never was afraid of 
* any thing yet, nor I won’t begin now; no, d——n 
“me, won't I. What fignifies fear? I fhall die whe- 
‘ ther Iam afraid or no: Who's afraid chen, d—n 
* me?? At which words he looked extremely fierce, 
but recollecting that no one was prefent to fee him, 

Vou. V. ae | he 
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he relaxed a Jittle the terror of his countenance, and 
paufing a while, repeated the word, d—n! « Sup- 
* pofe | fhould be d—ned at laft, cries he, when I 
never thought a fyllable of the matter! I have often 
laughed and made a jeft about it, and yet it may be 
fo, fur any thing which I know to the contrary. If 
there fhould be another world it will go hard with 
me, that is certain. I fhal] never efcape for what [ 
have done to Heartfree. The devil muft have me for 
that undoubtedly. The devil! Plhaw! I am not 
fuch a fool to be frighten’d at him neither. No, no; 
when a man’s dead, there’s an end of him. I wifh 
I was certainly fatisfied of it tho’; for there are 
fome men of learning, as I have heard, of a diffe- 
rent opinion. It is but a bad chance, methinks, [ 
ftand. If there be no other world, why I thall be 
in no worfe condition than a block or a ftone: but 
if there fhould. d n me, I will think no 
longer about it.—Let a pack of cowardly rafcals be 
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fhall I ftay and be ftarved ! —No, I will eat up the 
bifcuits the French fon of a whore beftowed on-me, 
and then leap into the fea for drink, fince the un- 
confcionable dog hath not allowed me a fingle 
‘dram.’ Having thus faid, he proceeded immedi- 
ately to put his purpofe in execution, and as his re- 
folution never failed him, he had no fooner difpatched 
the {mall quantity of provifion, which his enemy had 
with fo vatt liberality prefented him, than he caft him- 
Self headlong into the fea. . 


C H A P. XII. 
The firange and yet natural efcape of our Hero. 
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UR hero having with wonderful refolution thrown 
himfelf into the fea, as we mentioned at the 

end of the laft chapter, was miraculoufly within two 
minutes after replaced in his boat; and this without 
the afliftance of a dolphin or fea-horie, or any other 
{, or animal, who are always as ready at hand when 
a poetor hittorian pleales to call for them to carry a 
hero through a fea, as any chairman ata eA 
oor 


afraid of death, I dare Jook him in the face. But | 
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door near St James’s, to convey a beau over a ftreet, 
and preferve his white ftockings. The truth is, we. 
do not chufe to have any recourfe to miracles, from 
the ftric& obfervance we pay to that rule of Horace, 


‘ Nee Deus interfit, nift dignus vindice nodus.’ | 
The meaning of which is, Do not bring in a fuperna- 
tural agent when you can do without him; and in- 
deed, we are much deeper read in natural than fuper- 
natural caufes. We will therefore endeavour to ac 
count for this extraordinary event from the former of 
thefe; and in doing this it will be neceffary to difclofe 
fome profound fecrets to our reader, extremely well 
worth his knowing, and which may ferve him to ac- 
count for many occurrences of the phenomenous kind 
which have formerly appeared in this our hemifphere. 

Be it known then, that the great Alma Mater, Nas" 
ture, is of all other females the molt obftinate, and te- 
nacious of her purpofe. So true is that obfervation, 


‘ Naturam expellas furca licet, ufque recurret? 

Which I need not render in Englifh, it Being to be 
found in a book which moft fine gentlemen are forced 
toread. Whatever Nature, therefore, purpofes to her- 
felf, fe never fuffers any reafon, defign, or accident, 
to fruttrate. Now, though it may feem to a fhallow - 
obferver, that fome perfons were defigned by nature for | 
ho ufe or purpote whatever; yet certain it is, that no 
man is born into the world without his particular al- 
lotment; viz. fome to be kings, fome {tatefmen, fome 
ambaffadors, fome bifhops, fome generals, and {o on. 
Of thefe there be two kinds, thofe to whom nature is 
fo generous to give fome endowment, qualifying them 
or the parts fhe intends them afterwards to aét on this 
Rage ; and thofe whom fhe ufes as inftances of her un- 
limited power, and for whofe preferment to fuch and 
fuch ftations Solomon himfelf could have invented no 
other reafon than that Nature defigned them fo. 
Thefe latter fome great philofophers have, to fhew 
them to be the favourites of nature, diftinguifhed by 
the honourable appellation of Narurars. Indeed 
¢ true reafon of the general ignorance of mankind 
On this head feems to be this: That.as nature chufes 
I2 to 
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to execute thefe her purpofes by certain fecond caufes, 
and as many of thefe fecond caufes feem fo totally fo- 
reign to her defign, the wit of man, which, like his eye, 
fees bet directly forward, and very little and imper- 
fetly what is oblique, is not able to difcern the end 
by the means. Thus, how a handfome wife or daugh- 
ter thould contribute to execute her original defigna- 


tion of a general; or how flattery, or half a dozen— 


houfes in a borongh town, fhould denote a judge, or 
a hifhop, he is not capable of comprehending. And, 
indeed, we ourfelves, wife as we are, are forced to rea- 
fon ab effedu, and if we had been afked what nature 
had intended fuch men for, before fhe herfelf had by 
the event d:moniirated her purpofe, it is poffible we 
might fomeiimes have been puzzled to declare; for it 
mut be coniefled, that at firft fight, and toa mind un- 
intpired, a man of vaft natural capacity and much ac- 
quired knowledoe may feem by nature deftgned for 
power and honour, rather than one remarkable only 


for the want of thefe, and iudeed all other qualifica- . 


tions; whereas daily experience convinces us of the 
contrary, and drives us as it were into the opinion ] 
have here difclofed.. 

Now, Nature having originally intended our great 
man for that final exaltation, which, as it is the mo 
proper and becoming end of all great men, it were 
heartily to be wifhed they might all arrive at; would 
by no means be diverted from her purpofe. She there~ 
fore no fooner {pied him in the water, than fhe foftly 
whifpered in his ear to attempt the recovery of his 
boat; which call he immediately obeyed, and being 
-@ good fwimmer, and it being a perfect calm, with 
great facility accomplithed it. , 

Thus we think this paffage in our hiftory, at firkt 
fo greatly furprifing, is very naturally accounted for ; 
and our relation refcued from the Prodigious, which, 
though it often occurs in Biography, is not to be en- 
couraged nor much commended on any occafion, unlefs 
when abfolutely neceflary to prevent the hiltory's being 
at anend. Secondly, we hope our hero is juftified 
from that imputation of want of refolution, which muft 
have been fatal to the greatnefs of his character. 
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The conclufion of the boat adventure, and the end of the 
Second book. 


UR hero pafs’d the remainder of the evening, 
the night, and the next day, in a condition not 
much to be envied by any paffion of the homan mind,. 
unlefs by ambition ; which, provided i can only en- 
tertain itfelf with the moft diftant mufic of fame’s trum- 
pet, can difdain all the pleafures of the fenfualifl, and 
thofe more folemn, though quiet comforts, which a 
good confcience fuggefts to a Chriftian philofopher. 

He fpent his time in contemplation, that is to fay, in 
blafpheming, curfing, and fometimes finging and whilt- 
ling. At faft, when cold‘and hunger had almoft fub- 
dued his native fiercenefs, it being a good deal paft 
midnight, and extremely dark, he thought he beheld 
a light ata diftance, which the cloudinefs of the fky 
prevented his miftaking for a ftar: This light, how- 
ever, did not feem to approach him, at leaft it ap- 
proached by fuch imperceptible degrees, that it gave 
him very little comfort, and at length totally forfook 
him. He then renewed his contemplations as before, 
in which he continued till the day began to break; 
when, to his inexpreflible delight, he beheld a fail at 
a very little diftance, and which luckily feemed to be 
making towards him, He was likewile foon efpied by 
thofe in the veffel, who wanted. no fignals to inform 
them of his diitrefs, and as it was almoft a calm, and 
their courfe lay within five hundred yards of him, they 
hoifted out their boat and fetched him aboard. 

The captain of this fhip was a Frenchman; fhe wa¢ 
laden with deal from Norway, and had been extremely 
fhattered in the late ftorm. This captain was of that 
kind of men, who are actuated by a general humanity, 
and whofe compaffion can be raifed by the diftrefs of a 
fellow creature, though of a nation whofe king hath 
quarrelled with the monarch of their own. He there- 
fore commiferating the circumftances of Wild, who 
had dreffed up a ftory proper to impofe upon fuch a: 
filly tellow; told him, that, as himfelf well knew, h, 
I 3 muy - 
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muft be a prifoner on his arrival in France, but that _ 
he would endeavour to procure his redemption; for 
which our hero greatly thanked him. But as ‘the 
were making very flow fail (for they had loft ‘their 
main-mait in the ftorm) Wild faw a little veffel at a 
diftance, they being within a few leagues of the Eng- 
lifh fhore, which, on enquiry, he was informed was 
probably an Englith fifhing-boat. And, it being then 
perfeétly calm, he promifed, that if they would accom- 
modate him with a pair of fcullers, he could get within 
reach of the boat, at leaft near enough to make fignals 
to her; and he preferred any rifque to the certain fate’. 
of being a prifoner. As his courage was fomewhat 
reftored by the provifions (efpecially brandy) with 
which the Frenchman had fupplied him, he was fo 
earneft in his intreaties, that the captain, after many 
perfuafions, at length complied; and he was furnifhed 
with fcullers, and with fome bread, pork, and a bottle 
of brandy. Then taking leave of his prefervers, he 
again betook himielf to his boat, and rowed fo hear- 
tily, that he‘foon came within fight of the fifherman, 
who immediately made towards him, and took him 
aboard. | 
No fooner was Wild got fafe on board the fifherman, 
than he begged him to make the utmoft fpeed into 
Deal; for that the veffel, which was [till in fight, was a 
diftrefled Frenchman, bound for Havre de Grace, and 
might eafily be made a prize, if there was any fhip 
ready to go in purfuit of her. So nobly and greatly 
did our hero negleét all obligations conferred on him 
by the enemies of his country, that he would have con- 
tributed all he could to the taking his benefector, tq 
whom he owed both his life and his liberty. : 
The fifherman took his advice, and foon arrived at 
Deal, where the reader will, { doubt not, be as much 
concerned as Wild was, hat there was not a fingle 
Ship prepared to go on the expedition. 
ur hero now daw himfelf once more fafe on Terra 
Firma; but unluckily at foine diftance from that city 
> \here men of ingenuity can moft eafily fupply their 
wants withont the atliitance of money, or rather can 
moit ealily procure money for the fuppiy of. their 
wants. 
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wants. However, as his talents were fuperior to every 
ditiiculty, he framed fo dextrous an account of his 
being a merchant, having been taken and plundered by 
the enemy, and of his great effects in London, that-he 
was not only heartily regaled by the filherman at his 
houfe ; but made fo handfome a booty by way of bor- 
rowing, a method of taking which we have before 
mentioned to have his approbation, that he was en- 
abled to provide himfelf with a place in the ftage- 
coach; which (as God permitted it to perform the 
journey) brought him, at the appointed time, to an inn 
in the metropolis. 

And now, reader, as thou canft be in no fufpenfe for 
the fate of our great man, fince we have returned him 
fafe to the principal fcene of his glory, we will a little 


. leok back on the fortunes of Mr Heartfree, wham we 


left in no very pleafant fituation; but of this we fhall 
treat in the next book. 
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The low and pitiful behaviour of Heartfree; and the 
foolifh condutt of his apprentice. 


free from clofing his eyes. On the contrary, 


H TS misfortunes did not entirely prevent Heart- 


he flept ieveral hours the firft night of his con- 
finement. However, he perliaps paid too feverely dear 
both for his repofe, and for a {weet dream which ac- 
companied it, and reprefented his [little family in one of 
thole tender fcenes, which had frequently paffed in the 


days of his happinefs and profferity, when the provifion — 


they were making for the future fortunes of their chil- 
dren ufed to be one of the moft agreeable topics of dif- 
courfe, with which he and his wife entertained them- 
delves. The pleafantnefs of this vifion, therefore, fer- 
ved only, on his awaking, to fet forth his prefent mi- 
fery with additional horror, and to heighten the dread- 
ful ideas which now crowded on his mind. 

He had fpent a confiderable time after his firft ri- 
fing from the bed on which he had, without undreffing, 


_ thrown himfelf, and now began to wonder at Mirs | 


-Heartfree’s 
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. Heartfree’s long abfence: but as the mind is defirous 
(and perhaps wifely too) to comfort itfelf with draw. 
ing the moft flattering conclufions from all events; 
fo he hoped the longer her ttay was, the more certain 
was his deliverance. At length his impatience pre- 
vailed, and he was juft going to difpatch a medlenger 
to his own houfe, when his apprentice came to pay 
him a vifit, and, on his enquiry, informed him, that 
his wife had departed in company with Mr Wild 
many hours-before, and had carried all his moft value 
abie effects with her; adding, at the fame time, that 
fhe had, herfelf pofitively acquainted him fhe had her 
hufband’s expreis orders for {o doing, and- that the 
was gone to Holland. - 

It is the obfervation of many wife men, who have 
ftudied the anatomy of the human fou! with more ate 
tention than our young phyficians generally beftow on 
that of the body, that great and violent furprife hath 
a different effect from that which is wrought in a 
good houfewife by perceiving any diforders in her 
kitchen ; who, on fuch occafions, commonly fpreads 
the diforder, not only over her whole family, but over 
the whole neighbourhood. Now, thefe great calami- 
ties, efpecially when fudden, tend to Rifle and deaden 
all the faculties, inftead of roufing them; and. ace 
cordingly Herodotus tells us a ftory of Creefus, king 
of Lydia, who on beholding his fervants and courticrs 
_ led captive, wept bitterly ; but when he faw his wife 
and childern in that condition, ftood ftupid and mos 
_ tionlefs; fo ftood poor Heartfree on this relation of 
his apprentice, nothing moving but his colour, which 
entirely forfook his countenance, : “ 

The apprentice, who had not in the leaft doubted 
the veracity of his miftrefs, perceiving the furprife 
which too vifibly appeared in Bhis mafter, became — 
{peechlefs likewife, and both remained filent fome 
minutes, gazing with aftonifhment and horror at each 
other. At lJaft Heartfree cry’d out in an agony: ‘ My 
‘ wife deferted me in my misfortunes !? * Heaven for- 
‘ bid, Sir,’ anfwered the other. ‘ And what is become 
‘ of my poor children?* replied Heartfree. ‘ They 
* are at home, Sir,’ faid the apprentice. ‘ Heaven be 
ck ‘ praifed! 
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‘ praifed! She hath forfaken them too,’ cries Heart- 
free: ‘ Fetch them hither this inftant. Go, my dear 
* Jack, bring hither my little all that remains now: 
‘ Fly, child, if thou doft not intend likewife to for- 
‘ fake me in my affli€ions.” The youth anfwered, he 
would die fooner than entertain fuch a thought, and 
begging his matter to be comforted, inftantly obeyed 
his orders. | 

Heartfree, the moment the young man was departed, 
threw himfelf, on his bed in an agony of defpair; but, 
recollecting himfelf, after he had vented the firft fallies 
of his paffion, he began to queftion the fidelity of 
his wife, as a matter impoflible. He ran over in his 
thoughts the uninterrupted tendernefs which fhe had © 
always fhewn him, and, for a minute, blamed the 
rafhnefs of his belief againft her; ‘till the: many cir- 
cumftances of her having left him fo long, and neither 
writ nor fent to him fince her departure with all his 
effc&ts, and with Wild, of whom he was not before 
without fufpicion; and laftly and chiefly, her falfe pre- 
tence to his commands, entirely turned the fcale, and 

convinced him of her difloyalty. 

While he was in thefe agitations of mind, the good 
apprentice, who had ufed the utmoft expedition, 
brought his children to him. He embraced them with 
the moft paffionate fondnefs, and imprinted number- 
lefs kiffes on their little lips. The little girl flew to 
him with almoft as much eagernefs as he himfelf ex- 
preffed at her fight, and cry’d out: * O Papa, why 
‘ did you not come home to poor mamma all this 
* while; I thought you would not have Jeft your 
* little Nancy fo long.’ After which he afked her 
for her mother, and was told fhe had kiffed them both 
in the morning, and cried very much for his abfence. 
All which brought a flood of tears into the eyes of 
this weak, filly man, who had not greatnefs fuffictent 
to conquer thefe low efforts of tendernefs and huma 
nity. 

- He then proceeded to enquire of the maid-fervant, 
who acquainted him, that fhe knew no more than that 
her mittrefs had taken leave of her children in the 


morning with many tears and kifles, and had recom 
mended 
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tmaended them in the moft earneft manner fo her care; 
fhe iaid the had promifed faithfully to take care of 
them, and would, while they were entrulted to her, 
fulfil her promife. For which profeflion Heartfree 
exprefled much gratitude to her; and, after indulging 
himfelf with fome little fondnefles, which we {hall 
not relate, he delivered his children into the good wo- 
man’s hands and diimiffed her. | 


CH AP. IL 


4 foliloquy of Heartfree’s, full of low and bafe ideas 
- without a fyllable of GREATNESS. 


EING now alone, he fat fome fhort time fi- 
lent, and then burft forth into the following fo- 
—iloquy; - | . 
* What fhall Ido? Shall I abandon myfelf to a — 

‘ difpirited defpair, or fly in the face of the Al- 
‘mighty? Surely both are unworthy of a wile man; 
‘ for what can be more vain than weakly to lament 
‘my fortune, if irretrievable, or, if hope remains, 
‘ to offend that Being, who can molt ftrongly fup- 
* port it? But are my paffions then voluntary? Am [I 
* fo abfolutely thejr mafter, that 1 can, refoive with 
‘myfelf, fo far only will I grieve? Cértainly no, 
‘ Reafon, however we flatter ourfelves, hath not fuch 
‘ deipotic empire in our minds, that it can, with im- 
‘ perial voice, hufh all our forrow in a moment. 
* Where then is its ufe? For either it is an empty 
‘ found, and we are deceived in thinking we have 
‘ reafon, or it is given us to fome end, and hath'a 
* part affliyned it by the all-wife Creator. Why, what 
can its office be, other than juftly to weigh the 
worth of all things, and to direc us to that pertec- 
tion of human wifdom, which proportions our e- 
fteem of every objec to its real merit, and prevents 
us from over or undervaluing whatever we hope 
for, we enjoy, or we lofe. It doth not foolithly 
fay to us Be not glad, or Be not forry,. which © 
would be as vain and as idle, as to bid the purling 
‘ river ceafe to run, or the raging wind to blow. It. 
© prevents 


6 
8 
6 
$ 
6 
¢ 
¢ 
6 


~ 


96 THE LIFE OF 


“Aaannanauaenvnannananvnenanrktanannrnenanwhk aneaeannmaeankrkea naanaaeeaea 


prevents us only from exulting, like children, 
when we receive a toy, or from lamenting when 
we are deprived of it. Suppofe then I have lott 
the enjoyments of this world, and my expectation 
of future pleafure and profit is for ever dijappoint- 
ed; what relief can my reafon afford? What, un- 
lefs it can fhew me I had fixed my affeGions on a 
toy? that what I defired was not by a wife man ea- 
gerly to be affected, nor its lofs violently deplored ; 
for there are toys adapted to all ages, from the rattle 
to the throne; and perhaps the value of all is 
equal to their feveral pofleflors; for if the rattle 
pleafes the ear of the infant, what can the flattery 
of fycophants give more to the prince? The latter 
is as tar from examining into the reality and fource 
of his pleafure as the former; for if both did, 
they mult both equally defpife it. And furely if 
we confider them ferioufly, and compare them to- 
gether, we fhall be forced to conclude all thole 
pomps and pleafures, of which men are fo fond; 
and which, through fo much danger and difficulty 
with fuch violence and villainy they purfue, to be 
as worthlefs trifles as any expofed to tale in a toy- 
fhop. 1 have often noted my little girl viewing with 


eager eyes, a jointed baby; I have marked the © 


pains and folicitations fhe hath ufed, till 1 have 
been prevailed on to indulge her with it. At her 
firft obtaining it, what joy hath fparkled in her 
countenance! with what raptures hath fhe taken 
poflefion ; but how little fatista@ion hath fhe found 
init! What pains to work out her amufement from 
it! Its drefs muft be varied , the tintel ornaments 
which firft caught her eyes, produce no longer 
pleafure; the endeavours to make it ftand and walk 
in vain, and is conftrained herfelf to fupply it with 
converfation. In a day’s time it is thrown by and 
neglected, and fome leis coltly toy preferred to it. 
How like the fituation of this child is that of every 
man! What difliculttes in the purfuit of his de- 
fires! What inanity in the pofleflion of moft, and 
fatiety in thofe which feem more real and fubftan- 
tial! The delights of moft men are as childifh and 
as fuperficial as that of my little girl; a feather 
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or a fiddle are their purfuits and their pleafures thro” 
fife even to their ripeft years, if fuch men may be 
fatd to attain any ripenefs at all. But let us furvey 
thofe whofe underftandings are of a more elevated 


and refined temper: How empty do they foon find 


the world of enjoyments worth their defire or attaia- 
ing! How toon do they retreat to folitude and con- 


templation, to gardeniag, and planting, and fuci , 


rural amufeinents, where their trees and they enjoy., 


the air and the fun in common, and boch vegetate - 


with very little difference. between them ! But-up- 
pofe (which neither truth nor wifdom will allow), 

we could admit fomething more valuable and {ub- 
ftantial in thefe bleflings, would not the uncertainty. 
of their poffeffion be alone fufficient to lower their 
price ? How mean a tenure 1s that at the will of For- 
tune, which chance, fraud, and rapine, are every 
day fo likely to deprive us of, and often the more 
likely by how much the greater worth our poffefiions 
are of ! Is tt not to place our affections on a bubble. 
in the water, or on a picture in the clouds! What 
madman would build a fine houte, or frarne a beau- 
tiful garden on land in whieh he held fo uncertain 
an intereft! But again, was all this lefs undeniable, 
did Fortune, the lady of our manor, leafe to us for 
our lives: of how little confideration muit even this 
term appear? For admitting that thefe pleafures 
were not liable to be torn from us; how certainly 
mult we be torn from them! Perhaps to-morrow,— 
Nay or even fooner: For, as the excellent puet fays, 


«© Where is to-morrow ?——In the other world. 
*«* To thoufands this is true, and the reverfe 
*¢ {s fure to none.’’ 


But if I have no further hope ‘in this world, can I 
have none beyond it? Surely thoie laborious wri- 
ters, who have taken fuch infinite pains to deltroy 
or weaken all the proofs. of futurity, have.not fo 
far fucceeded as to exclude us from hope. That 
active principle in man which with fuch boldneis 
pufhes us on es every labour and difficulty, to 
Vou. V. _ K © attain 


@ 


enaaeaene#eeeaeaeea##e* ae aea8eg aan an & @ 


aaeae &#a A HR AAO He HF BO HARA A 


58 THE LIFE OF. 


attain the moft diftant and moft improbable event 
in this world, will not furely deny us a Jittle flatter- 
ing profpea of thofe beautiful manfions, which, if 
they could be thought chimerical, muft be allowed 
the lovelieft which can entertain the eye of man; 
and to which the road, tf we underfland it rightly, 
appears to have fo few thorns and briers in it, and 
to require fo Jittle labour and fatigue from thofe who 
thall pafs through it, that its ways are truly faid to 
be ways of pleafantnefs, and all its paths to be thofe 
of peace. If the proofs of Chriltianity be as ftrong 
as | imagine them, furely enough may be deduced 
from that ground only, to comtort and fupport the 
mott miferable man in hjs afili€ions. And this, I 
think, my reafon tells me, that if the profeffors and 
propagators of infidelity are in the right, the loffes 
which death brings to the virtuous are not worth 
their lamenting ; but if thefe are, as certainly they 
feem, jn the wrong, the bleffings it. procures them 
are not fufficiently to be coveted and rejoiced at. 

‘ On my own account, then, I have no caufe for 
forrow, but on my childrens—! Why, the fame 
Being to whofe goodnefs and power I| entruft my 
own happinefs, is likewife as able and as willing to 
procure theirs. Ner matters it what ftate of life 


is allotted for them, whether it be their fate to pro- 


cure bread with their own labour, or to eat it at the 
{fweat of others. Perhaps, if we confider the cate 
with proper attention, or refolve it with due fince- 
rity; the former is much the {weeter. The hind 
may be more hippy than the Jord; for his defires 
are fewer, and thole fuch as are attended with more 
hope and lefs fear. I will do my utmoit to lay the 
foundations of my childrens happinefs, I will care- 
fully avoid educating them in a (tation fuperior to 
their fortune, and*tor the event truft to that Being 
in whom whoever rightly gonfides, mult be fuperior 
to all worldly forrows, 

In this low manner did this poor wretch proceed 


to argue, till he had worked himfelf up into an enthu- 
fiafin, which by degrees foon became invulnerable to 


every 
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every human attack; fo that when Mr Snap acquaint. 

ed him with the return of the writ, and that he muft 

_ carry him to Newgate, he received the meilage as Su- 
crates did the news of the thip’s arrival, and that he 
was to prepare for death. 7 


CHAP It. 


Wherein our Hero proceeds in the road to Greatneft. 


UT we muft not detain our reader too long with 
B thefe low characters, He is doubrtlefs as impa-* 
tient as the audience at the theatre, till the principal 
figure returns on the {tage ; we will therefore indulge 
his inclination, and puriue the actions of the ‘Great 
Wild. 

There happened to be in the ftage-coach, in which — 
Mr Wild travelled from Dover, a certain young gen- 
tleman who had fold an eflate in Kent, and was going | 
to London to receive the money. ‘There was likewiie 
.ahandfome young woman who had left her parents at 
Canterbury, and was proceeding to the fame city, in’, 
order, as fhe informed her fellow-travellers, to make 
.her fortune. With this girl the young tpark was fo 
much enamoured, that he publicly acquainted her with 
the purpofe of his journey, and offered her a confide- 
rable fum in hand and a fettlement, if fhe would con- 
fent to return with him into the country, where {Le 
would be at a fafe diitance from her relations. Whce- 
ther fhe accepted this propofal or no, we are not able 
with any tolerable certainty to deliver: but Wild, the 
Moment he heard. of this money, began to cait about 
‘In his mind by what means he might become maiter 
of it. He entered into along barangne about the 
methods of carrying money fafely on the road, and 
faid, he had at that time two bank bills of a hundred 
pounds each fewed in his coat; which, added he, is 
fo fafe a way, that it is almoft impotlible { fhould be 
in any danger of being robbed by the molt cunning 
highwayman. 

The young gentleman, who was no defcendant of 
Solomon, or, if he was, did not, any more than fome _ 
Other defcendants of wife men, inherit the wifdom of 
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his anceftor, greatly approved Wild’s ingentity, and 
thanking him tor his information, declared he would 
follow his example when he returned into the country 3 
by which means he propofed to fave the premium 
commonly taken for the remittance. Wild had then 
no more to do but to inform himfelf rightly of the 
time of the gentleman’s journey, which he did with 
great certainty, before they feparated- 

At his arrival in town, he fred on two whom he 
regarded as the moft refolute of his gang for this en- 
terprize: and accordingly having fummoned the prin-« 
cipal, or moft defperate, as he imagined him, of thefe 
two (for he never chofe to communicate in the pre- 
fence of more than one) he propofed to him the rob- 
bing and murdering this gentleman. | 

Mr Marybone (for that was the gentleman’s name 
to whom he applied) readily agreed to the robbery 3 
but he hefitated at the murder. He faid, as to rob- 
bery, he had, on much weighing and confidering the 
matter, very well reconciled his confcience to it; for 
though that noble kind of robbery which was executed 
on the highway, was from the cowardice of mankind 
Jefs frequent, yet the bafer and meaner fpecies fome- 
times called cheating. but more commonly known by 
. the name of Robbery within the Law, was in a man- 
ner untverfal. He did not therefore pretend to the re- 
putation of being fo much honeiter than other people 3 
but could by no means fatisfy himfelf in the commif- 
fion of murder, which was a fin of the moft heinous 
nature, and 10 immediately projecuted by God’s judge- 
ment, that it never paffed undifcovered or unpuntthed. 

Wild, with the utmolt difdain tn his countenance, 
anfwered as follows: ¢ Art thou he whom | have fe- 
. © lectedsont of my whole gang for this glorious un- 
‘ dertaking, and doft thou cant of God’s revenge a= 


confcience (a pretty word) to robbery from its be- 
ing focommen. Js it then the novelty of murder 
that deters you? Do you imagine that guns, and 
piftols, and fwords, and knives, are the only in- 
ftruments of death? Look into the world, and fee 
the numbers whom. broken fortunes and broken 
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* hearts bring untimely to the grave To omit thofe 
glorious heroes, who, to thetr immortal honour, 
have maffacred whole nations, what think you of 
private perfecuzion, treachery, and flander, by whicly 
the very fouls of men are in a manner torn trom 
their bodies ? Is it not 'more generous, nay, more 
. good-natured, to fend a man to his reit, than atier 
having plundered him of all he hath, or from ma- 
* lice or malevolence deprived him of his chara@er, 
‘to punifh him with a languithing death, or, what 
“is worfe, a languilhing life? Murder, therefore, is 
* not fo uncommon as you weakly conceive rt, though’ 
‘as you faté of robbery, that more noble kind, 
‘ which hes within the paw of the law, may be to. 
‘ But this is the moit innocent in him who doth it, 


. ‘and the mot eligible to him who is to fuffer it. Be- . 


* lieve me, lad, the tongue of a.viper is lefs hurtful 
* than that of a flanderer, and the gilded fcales of a 
‘ rattlefnake lefs dreadful than the purfe of the op- ' 
* preflur. Let me therefore hear no more of your 
‘ fcruples : but confent to my propofal without far- ~ 


ther hefitation, unlefs, like a woman, you are afraid 


* of blooding your cloaths, or, like a fool, are terrified 

‘ with the apprehenfions- of being hanged in chains. 

* Take my word for it, you had -bettey be an honelt 

‘man than half a rogue. Do not think of continuing 

‘im my gang without abandoning yourfelf abfolutely. 
* to my pleafure ; for no man thall ever receive a fa- 

* vour at my hands, who Ricks at any thing, or is 

* guided by any other law than that of my wili.’ 

Wild thus ended his. fpeech, which had not the ~ 
defired effe& on Marybone: he agreed to tiie robbery, 
but would not undertake the murder, as Wild (who 
feared that by Marybone’s demanding to fearcn the 
‘gZentleman’s coat he might hazard fufpicion himleif} — 
mliited. Marybone was immediately entered by Wild 
in his Black-book, and was prefently after impeached 
and executed, as a fellow on whom his leader could 
not place fufficient dependance ; thus falling, as many 
rogues do, a facrifice not to his roguery, but to his. 
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CH A P. IV. 


In neh a young hero, of wonderful good promife, makes 
his firft appearance, with many other Great mate 
ters. 


U’'R hero next applied himfelf to spothel of 

his gang, who initantly received his orders, and 
initead of hefitating at a fingle murder, afked if he 
fhould blow out the brains of all the paflenyers, coach- 
man and all, But Wild, whofe moderation we have 
before noted, would not permit him; and therefore 
having given him an exact defcriptton of the devoted 
perfon, with his other neceffary inftructions, he dif- 
miffed him, with ftri¢teft orders to avoid, if poffible, 
doing hurc to any other perfon. - 

The name of this youth, who will hereafter make 
fome figure in this hiltory, being the Achates of our 
feneas, or rather the Hepheition of our Alexander, 
was Fireblood. He had every qualification to make 
a fecond-rate Great Man; or in other wards, he 
was compleatly equipped for the tool of a real or firtt- 
rate GREAT Man. We {hall therefore (which is the 
properelt way of dealing with this kind of Great- 
nNEsa) deicribe him: negatively, and content ourfelves 
with telling our readers what qualities he had not: im 
which number were humanity, modelty, and fear, not 
one grain of any of which was mingled in his whole 
compofition. 

We will now leave’ this youth, who was efteemed 
the molt promifing of the whole gang, and whom 
_ Wild often declared to be one of the prettieit lads he 
had ever feen, of which opinion, indeed, were mo 


a“ 


other people of his acquaintance ; we will however | 


Jeave him at hts entrance on this enterprize, and keep 
our attention fixed on our hero, whom we {hall 
ferve taking Targe (trides towards the fummit of human 
glory. 

Wild, immediately 7 at his return to town, went to 
pay a vilit to Mils Letitia Snap; fer he had that 
weaknels cf fuffering himlelf to be enflaved by wo- 


men, fo naturally ‘incident to-men of heroic diipolt- 
tion ; 
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tion: to fay the truth, it might more properly be 
called a flavery to his own appe.ite ; for could he have 
fatished that, he had not cared three farthings. what 
had become of the little tyrant for whom he profeis’d 
fo violent a regard. Here he was informed that Mr 
Heartfree had been conveyed to Newgate the day be- 
fore, the writ. being then returnable. He was fome- 
what concerned at this news; not trom. any compaf- 
fion for the misfortunes of Heartfree, whom he hated 
with fuch inveteracy, that one would have imagined 
he had fuffered the fame injuries from him- which he 
had done towards him. His concern therefore had 
another motive: in fact, he was uneafy at the place 
of Mr Heartfree’s confinement, as ‘it was to be the 
fcene of his future glory, and where confequently he 
fhould be frequently obliged to fee a face which 
hatred, and not thame, made him deteft the fight of. 
To prevent, this, therefore, fevera]. methods fug- 
gefted themfelves to him. At firlt he thought of re- 
moving him out of the way by the ordinary method 
ef murder; which he doubted not but Fireblood 
would be very ready'to execute; for that youth had at 
their lait interview, fworn, ‘ D—n his eyes, he thought 
‘there was no better paflime then blowing a man’s 
‘ brains out.’ But befides the danger of this method, it 
did not .look horrible nor barbarous enough for the lalt 
mifchief which he ihould do to Heartfree. Confidert- 
ing, therefore, a little farther with himfelf, he at 
Jenzth came to a refolution to hang him, if poflible, 
the very next feffions. 
Now, though the obfervation, How apt are men to 
hate thefe they injure, or how unforgiving they are to 
injuries they do themfelves, be Common enough, yet I 
do not remember to have ever feen the reafon of this 
ftrange plenomenon, as at firft it appears. Know 
theretore, reader, that with much and fevere ferutiny 
we have difcovered this hatred to be founded on the 
- paffion of fear, and to arife from an apprehenfion that 
the perfion whom we have ourfelves greatly injured, 
will ufe all poflible endeavours to revenge and retali- 
ate the injuries we have done him. An opinion fo 
firmly eltablithed in-bad and great minds (and ai 
: . 7 who 
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who confer injuries on others, have feldom very good 
or mean ones) that mo benevolence nor even benefi- 


cence on the injured fide, can eradicate it. On the 


contrary, they refer all thefe acts of kindnefs to im- 
pofture and defign of lulling their fuipicion, till an 


‘ opportunity offers of ftriking a furer ‘and feverer 


blow; and thus while the good man who hath re- 
ceived it hath truly forgotten the injury, the evik 
mind which did it, hath it im lively and frefh remem- 
brance. | 2 8 
As we {corn to keep any difcoveries fecret from our 
readers, whofe inttru@ion, as well as diverfion, we 
have greatly confidered ip this hiflory, we have here 
digrefled fomewhat to communicate the following fhort 
~Jellon to thofe -who are fimple, and well inclined ; 
Though as. a Chriftian thou att obliged, and we advife 
thee to forgive thy enemy; NEVER TRUST THE MAN 


WRO HATH REASON TO SUSPECT THAT YOU KNOW ' 


HE HATH INJURED YOU. 


ae CHAP VW, i 


More and more GREATNESS, unparalleled in biffory or 
ramance. 


io order to aceomplifh this great and noble fchemes 
_ which the vaft genius of Wild had contrived, the 
firit neceflary {fep was to regain the confidence of 
Heartiree. But however neceffary this was, it feem- 
ed to be attended with fuch infurmountable dificul- 
ties, that even our hero for fome time defpaired of 
fuccefs. He was greatky fupertor to all mankind in 
the fteadinefs of his countenance, but this undertak- 
ing feemed to require more of that noble quality than 
had ever been the portion of a mortal. However, at 
Jat he relolved to atiempt it, and from his fuccefs, I 
think, we may fairly aflert, that what was faid by the 
Latin poet of labour, that it conguers ail_things, is 
much more true when applied to impudence. , 


When he had formed his plan, he went to Newe - 


gate, and burft refolutely into the pretence of Heart-. 
free, whom he eagerly embraced and kiffed: and 
then, firf arraigning his own ralbnels, and afterwards 
7 Janeat- 
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lamenting his unfortunate want of fuecefs, he acquaint- 
ed him with the particulars of what had happened; 
concealing only that fingle. incident of his attack on 
the other’s wife, and his motive to the undertaking, 
which he aflured Heartfree was-a -defire to preferve 
his effects from a flatute of bankruptcy. ~ 

The frank opennefs of this declaration, with-the 
compofure of countenance with which it was deliver- 
ed; his feeming only ruffled by the concern for his 
friend’s misfortune; the probability of truth attending 
it, joined to the boldnefs and difinterefted appear- 
ance of this vifit, together with his many profeifions | 
of immediate fervice, at a time when he could not 
have the leaf vifible motive from felf love; and 
above all, his offering him money, the laft and furett 
tcken of friendfhip, rufhed with: fuch united force 
on the well-difpofed heart, as it is vulgarly called, of 
this fimple man, that they inftantly ttaggered, and 
foon fubverted ali'the determinations he had before 
made in prejudice of Wild; who perceiving the ba- 
jance to be turning in his favour, prefently threw in 
a hundred imprecations: on his own folly and ill-ad-~ 
wifed forwardnefs to ferve ‘his friend, which had thus 
unhappily produced his ruin; he added as many curfes 
on ‘the Count, whom he. vowed to purfue ‘with re- 
venge all over Europe; laftly, he cait in fome -grains 
of comfort, affuring Heartfree that his wife was fallen 
into the gentleft hands, that fhe would be carried‘no 
farther than Dunkirk, whence ihe might very eafily 
be redeemed. | | - so 

Heartfree, to whom the Iighteft prefumption 
of his wife’s fidelity would have been more delict- 
ous than the abfolute reftoration of all his jewels, and 
who, indeed, had with the utmoft difficulty been. 
brought to entertain the flighteft fufpicion of her in- 
con(tancy, immediately abandoned all diftruft of both 
her and his friend, whofe fincerity (luckily for Wild’s. 
purpofe) feemed to him to depend on the fame evi- 
dence. He then embraced our hero, who had in his. 
countenance all the fymptoms of the deepeft con- 
cern, and begged him to be comforted ; faying, that 
the intentions, rather than the. actions of cea = 

erre 


106 THE LIFE OF 


ferred obligations; that as to the event of human 
affairs, it was governed either by chance or fome 
fuperior agent ; that friendfhip was concerned only in 


‘the direction of our defigns. ~ And fuppofe thefe 


failed of fuccefs, or produced an event never fo contra- 
ry to their aim, the merit of a good intention was notin 
the leat? leflened, but was rather entitled to compaffion, 

Heartfree, however, was foon curions enough 
to enquire how Wild had efcaped the captivity which 
his wife then fuffered. Here likewife he recounted 


the whole truth, omitting only the motive. to the 


French captain’s cruelty, for which he affigned a 
very different reafon, namely, his attempt to fecure 


Heartfree’s jewels. Wild indeed always kept as much . 


truth as was poffible in every thing ; and this” he faid 
was turning.the cannon of the enemy upon themfelves. 

Wild having thus, with admirable and truly lau- 
dable condv@, atchieved the firft ftep, began-to dif- 
courfe on the badnefs of the world: and particularly 


‘to, blame the feverity of creditors, who feldom or 


mever attended to any unfortunate circamftances, but 
without mercy inflicted confinement on the debtor, 
whofe body the law, with very unjuflifiable rigour, 
delivered ipto their power. He added, that for his 
part, he looked on this reftraint to be as heavy a pu- 
nifhment as any appointed by law for the greateft 
offenders, That the lofs of liberty was, in his opi- 
nion, cqual to, if not worfe, than the lofs of life; 
that he had always determined, if by any accident or 
misfortune he had been fubjected to the former, he 
would ron the greateft rifque of the latter to refcue 
himfelf from it; which, he faid, if men did not want 
refolution, was eafy enough; for that it was ridicu- 
lous to conceive that two or three men’ could confine 
two cr three hundred, unlefs the prifoners were either 


fools or cowards, efpecially when they were neither 


chained nor fettered. He went on in this manne!, 
til] perceiving the utmoft attention in Heartfree, he 
ventured to propofe to him an endeavour to make his 
efcape, which, he faid, might eafily be executed; that 
he would himfelf raife a party in the prifon, and that, 


_ if'a murder or two fhould happen in the attempt, he 
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(Heartfree) might keep from any fhare, either in the 
guilt or in the danger. 

There. is one misfortune which attends all great 
men and their fchemes, viz. That,-in order to carry 
them into execution, they are obliged, in propoling 
their purpofe to their tools, to difcover them{elves to 
be of that difpofition, in which certain little writers 
have advifed mankind to place no confidence; an ad- 
vice which hath been fometimes taken. indeed mauy 
inconveniencies arife to the faid great men from thefé 
{cribblers publifhing without reitraint their hints or -' 
alarms to fociety; and many great and glorious ichemes 
have been thus fruftrated; wherefore it were to be 


‘ withed, thatin all well- -repulated governments, fuch 


liberties fhould be by fome wholefome laws reitrained; 


and all writers inhibited from venting any other in- 


ftructions to the people than what thould be firft ap- 
proved .and licenfed by the faid great men, or their 
proper inftraments or tools; by which means nothing 
would ever. be publithed but what made ‘for the ad- 
wancing their mo‘t noble projects. 

Heartfree, whofe fufpicions were again raifed by 
this advice, viewing Wild with inconceivable ditdain, 
apne as follows. * There is one thing, the lo!s of 
* which. I fhould deplore infinitely beyond ihat of 
liberty and of life alfo, 1 mean -of a gocd con- 
{cience. A bDlefling which he who pofleifzs can 
never be thoroughly unhappy: for the bittere-t po- 
tion of life is by this fo fweetened, that it foun be- 
comes palatable; whereas without it, the molt deli- 
cate enjoyments quickly lofe all their relifh, and life 
itfelf grows infipid, or rather naufeous to us. Would 
you then leflen my misfortunes by robbing me of 
what hath been my only comfort under them, and 
on which [ place my dépendence of being relieved 
from them? I have read that Socrates refifed to 
fave hisslife by breaking the Vaws cf his country, 
and departing from his prifon, when it was open. 
Perhaps my virtue would uot go fo far; but Heaven 
forhid liberty fheuld have fuch charms, to tempt 
me to the perpetration of fo horrid a crime as mur- 
der. As to the poor evafion .of commiiting it by 
other hands, it might be ufeful indeed to thole who 
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feck only the efcape from temporal punifhment, bre 
can be of no fervice to excufe me to that Bein 
whom [ chicily fear offending; nay, it would greatly 
aggravate my cult by to in:pudent an endeavour ta 
impose upon him, and by fo wickedly involving cthers— 
in my crime. Give me theretore no more advice of 
this kind; for this is my great comfert in all my 
affl.ctions, that it is in the power of no enemy to rob 
me of my conicience, noi will J ever be 10 much my 
own enemy as to injure it.’ 
Thouga our hero heard all this with proper con- 
tempt. he made no direct aniwer: but endeavoured 
to evade his propofal as much as poflible, which he 
did with admirable dexterity: this method of getting 
tolerably well off, when you are repulfed in ycur at- 
tack on a man’s conicience, may be ittiled the art of 
retreating, in which the politictan, as well as the ge- 
neral, hath fometimes a wonderful opportunity of dif- 
playing his great abilities in his protetfion. 

Wild, having made this admirable retreat, and 
argued away all delign of involving his friend in the 
guil: of murder, concluded, however, that he thought 
his rather too fcrupulous in not attempting his eicape; 
and then pro: niling to ute all ‘uch means as the other 
world permit, in his fervice, took his leave for the 
preient. - Hearitree, having indulged himtelf an hour 
with fis children, repaired to relt, which he enjoyed 
quiet and unditturbed; whilit Wild, difdaining repofe, 
fat up all night. coniulting how he might bring about 
the final deiiruction of his triend, without being be- 
holden to any athitance from himielf; which he now 
deipaired of procuring. With the refult of thefe con- - 
fultations we fhall acquaint our reader in good time 3; 
but at prefent we have matters of much more conte- 
quence to relate to him. | 
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The event of Fireblood’s adventure, and a treaty of 
marriage, which might have been concluded either at 
Smithfield or St James's. : 

JREBLOOD returned from his enterprize un- 

fuccefsful. The gentlemen dbappened to go home 
another way than he had intended; fo that the whole 
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defign mifcarried. Fireblood had indeed robbed the 
coach, and had wantonly difcharged a piftol into it, 
which flightly wounded one of the paffengers in the 
arm. ‘The booty he met with was not very confider- 
able, tho’ much greater than that with which he ac- 
quainted Wild; for of eleven pounds in money, two 
filwer watches, and a wedding-ring. he produced no 
more than two guineas and the ring, which he pro- 
tefted with numberlefs oaths was his whole booty. 
However, when an advertifement of the robbery was 
publifhed, with a reward promifed for the ring and 
the watches, Fireblood was obliged to confefs the 
whole, and to acquaint our hero where he had pawned 
the watches ; which Wild, taking the full value of them 
for his pains, reftored to the right owner. 

He did not fail catechifing his young friend on this 
occafion. He faid, he was forry to fee any of his 
gang guilty of a breach of honour; that without ho- 
nour Pripggery was at anend; thatif a Prig had but 
honour, he would overlook every vice in the world. 
- € But, neverthelefs,’ faid he, ‘1 will forgive you this 
* time, as you are a hopetul: lad; and 1 hope never 
‘ afterwards to find you delinquent in this great 
* point.’ - 

Wild had now brought his gang to great regula- 
rity: he was obeyed and feared by them all. He had 
fikewile eftablithed an office, where all men who were 
robbed, paying the Value only (or a little more) of 
their goods, might have them again. This was of 
notable ufe to feveral perfons who had loft pieces of 
plate they had received from their grandmothers; to 
others who had a particular value for certain rings, 
watches, heads of canes, fnuff-boxes, &c. for which 
they would not have taken twenty -times as much as 
they were worth, either becaufe they had them a little 
while or a long time, or that fomebody elfe had 
them before, or trom fome other fuch excellent reafon, 
which often ftamps a greater value on a toy, than the 
great Bubble-boy himfelf would have the impudence 
to fet upon it. 

By thefe means, he feemed in fo promifing a way 
of procuring a fortune, and was regarded in fo thri- 
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ving a light by all the gentlemen of his acquaintance, 
as by the keeper and turnkeys of Newgate, by Mr 
Snap and others of his occupation, that Mr Snap 
one day, taking Mr Wild the elder afide, very 
ferioufly propofed what they had often lightly talked 
- over, a ftri@t union between their families, by marry- 

ing his daughter Tithy to our hero. This propofal 
was very readily accepted by the old gentleman, who 
promifed to acquaint his fon with it. 

On the morrow, on which this meflage was to be 
delivered, our hero, little dreaming of the happinefs 
which, of its own accord, was advancing fo near to- 
wards him, had called Fireblood to him; and, after 
informing the youth of the violence of his paflion 
for the young lady, and affuring him what confidence 
he repofed in him and his honour, he difpatched him 
to Mifs Tifhy with the following letter; which we here 
infert, not only as we take it to be extremely curious, 
but to be a much better pattern for that epiftolary kind 
of writing, which Is generally called Love-letters, than 
any to be found inthe academy of compliments,and which 
we challenge all the beaus of our time to excel either 
in matter or {pelling. 


“«. Moft deivine and adwhorable creeture, 


as I DOU BT not but thofe IIs, briter than the fon, 

which have kindled fuch a flam in my hart, 
** have likewife the faculty of feeing it. It would 
be the hieft preaflumption to imagin you eggnorant 
** of my loav. No, Madam, I follemly purteit, that 
“* of all the butys in the univerfal glob, there is none 
«*« kapable of hateracting my Ils like you. Corts and 
** pallaces would be to me deferts without your kum- 
<< pany, and with it a wildernefs would have more 
*¢ charms than haven itfelf. For I hop you will be- 
<< leve me when ! {ware every place in the univarfe is a 
«* haven with you. [am konvinced you mutt be fen- 
** fibel of my violent pafliun for you, which, if J ene 
<* devored to hid it, would be as impoflible as for 
“* you, or the fon to hide your buty’s, I[ aflure you 
*¢ T have not flept a wink fince I had the hapnefs of 
. : * fecing 
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«¢ feeing you laft: therefore hop you will, out of 
«* Kumpaffion, let me have the honour of feeing you 
‘* this afternune; for. I am with the greateft ad- 
«* whoration, - : . 
« Mott deivine creettire, 
“ Tour mof paffionate amirer, 
«© Adwhorer and {lave, 
: ‘* JonaANaATAN Wrytup.” 


If the fpelling of this letter be not fo ftrialy ortho. 
praphical, the reader will be pleafed to remember, 
that fuch a defect might be worthy of cenfure in a 
jow and fcholaftic character; but can be no_blemifh 
in that fublime greatnefs, of which we endeavour to 
raife a compleat idea in this hiftory.. In which kind 
of compofition, fpelling, or indeed any kind of bhu- 
man literature,. hath never been thought a neceflary 
ingredient; for if thefe fort of great perfonages can 
but complot and contrive their noble fchemes, and 
hack and hew mankind fufficiently, there will never 
be wanting fit and able perfons who can fpell, to re= 
cord their praifes. Again, if it fhould be obferved, . 
that the ftile of this letrer doth not exactly correfpond 
with that of our hero’s fpeeches, which we have here 
recorded, we anfwer, it is fufficient if in thefe the 
hiftorian adheres faithfully to the matter, though he 
embellifhes the dition with fome flourithes of his own 
eloquence, without which the excellent fpeeches re- 
_ corded. in ancient hiftorians (particularly in Sallutt) 
would have fcarce been found in their writings. Nay, 
even amongft the moderns, famous as they are for 
elocution, it may be doubted whether thofe inimitable 
harangues, publifhed in the monthly Magazines, came 
Jiterally from the mouths of the Hurcos, &c. as they 
are there inferted, or whether we may not rather fup- 
pofe fome hiftorian of great eloquence hath borrowed 
the matter only, and adorned it with thofe rhetorical 
flowers for which many of the faid Hurcos are not 
fo extremely eminent. 7 
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Matters preliminary to the marriage between Mr Fona- 
than Wildand the chafte Letitia. 


U T to proceed with our hiftory : Fireblood, hav- 
ing received this letter, and promifed on his ho- 
nour, with many voluntary afleverations, to difcharge 


his embafly faithfully, went to vific the fair Letitia, 


The lady having opened the letter, and read it, put 
on an air of di{dain, and told Mr Fireblood fhe could 
not conceive what Mr Wild meant by troubling her 
with his impertinence; fhe begged him to carry the 
Jetter back again, faying, had the known from whem 
it came, fhe would have been d—d before fhe had 
epened it. * But with you, young gentleman,’ fays 
fhe, ‘ I am not inthe leaR angry. 1am rather forry 
* that fo pretty a young man fhould be employed in 
‘ fucn an errand.” She accompanied thefe words 
with fo tender an accent, and fo wanton a leer, that 
Fireblood, who was no backward youth, began to 
take her by the hand, and proceeded fo warmly, that, 
to imitate his a@ions with the rapidity of our narra- 
tion, he in a few minutes ravifhed this fair creature, 
or at leaft would have raviihed her, if fhe had not, 
by a timely compliance, prevented him. 
- Fireblood, after he had ravifhed as much as he 
could, returned to Wild, and acquainted him, as fat 
as any wife man would, with what had pafled ; con- 
cluding with many praifes of the young lady’s beauty, 
with whem, he faid, if his honour would have per- 
mitted him, he fhould himfelf have fallen in love; 
but, d——n him, if he would not fooner be torn in 
pieces by wild horfes, than even think of injuring hts 
friend. He afferted indeed, and {wore fo heartily, that 
had not Wild been fo thoroughly convinced of the !m- 
pregnaple chaftity of the lady, he might have fufpected 
his fuccets : however, he was, by thefe means, entirely 
fatisfied of his friend's inclination towards his miitrefs. 
Thus conftituted were the love-affairs of our hero, 
when his father brought him Mr Snap’s propofal, 
The reader mut know very little of love, or indeed 
of any thing clfe, if he requires any information con- 
: cerning 
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cerning the reception which his propofal met with. 
Not guilty never founcel fweeter in the ears of a prix 
foner at the bar, nor the found of a reprieve to one at 
the gullows, than did every word of the old gentleman 
in the ears of our hero. He gave his father full power 
to treat in his name, and detired nothing more thai 

expedition. a 

_ Theold people now met, and Snap, who had in- 
formation from his daughter of the violent patlion of 
her lover, endeavoured to improve -it to the beft ad- 
vantage, and would have not only declined giving her 
any fortune himfelf, but have attempted to cheat het 
of what fhe owed-to the liberality of her relations, 
particularly of a pint filver caudle-cup, the gift of her 
grandmother. However, in this the young lady her- 
felf afterwards took care to prevent him. As to the 
old Mr Wild, he did not fufficiently attend to all the 
defigns of Snap, as his faculties were bulily employed 
in deligns of his own, to over-reach (or, as others ex- 
prefs it, to cheat) the faid Mr Snap, by pretending 
to give his fon a whole number for a fhare, when in 
reality he was entitled to a third only. 

When matters were thus fettling between the old 
folks, the young lady agreed to admit Mr Wild’s 
vifits ; and, by degrees, began to entertain him with — 
all the fhew of affection, which the great natural 
referve of her temper, and the greater artificial 
relerve of her education, would permit. At length, 
every thing being agreed between their parents, jet-— 
tlements made, and the lady’s fortune (to wit, feven- 
teer pounds and nine fhillings in money and goods). 
paid down, the day for their nuptials was fixed, and 
they were celebrated accordingly. 

Moft private hiftories, as well as comedies, end 
at this period; the hiftorian and the poet both con- 
cluding they have done enough for their hero when 
they have married him; or initmating rather, that 
the reft of his life muft be a dull calm of happinefs, 
very delightful indeed to pats through, but fomewhat — 
infipid to relate; and matrimony in general mutt, [ 
believe, without any difpate, be allowed to be this 
flate of tranquil felicity, including fo little variety, 
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that, like Salifbury Plain, it affords only one profpe&, 2 
very pleafant one it muft be contefled, but the fame. 

Now, there was all the probability imaginable, that 
this contraé would have proved of fuch happy note, 
both from the great accomplifhments of the young la- 
dy, who was thought to be poflefled of every qualifica- 
tion neeeflary to make the marriage ftate happy, and 
from the truly ardent paflion of Mr Wilds; but whe- 
ther it was that nature and fortune had great defigns 
for him to execute, and would not fuffer his vaft abilities 
to be loft and funk in the arms of a wife, or whether 
neither nature nor fortune had any hand in the matter, 
isa point I will not determine. Certain it is, that 
this match did not produce that ferene ftate we have 
mentioned above ; but refembled the moft turbulent 
acd ruffled, rather than the molt calm fea. 

I cannot here omit a conjecture ingenious enough 
of a friend of mine, who had a long intimacy in the 


Wild family. He hath often told me he fancied one - 


reafon of the difattsfaGion which afterwards fell out 
between Wild and his lady, arofe from the number of 
gallants, to whom fhe had before marriage granted 
favours; for, fays he, and indeed very probable it is 
too, the lady might expect from her hufband, what 
fhe had before received from feveral, and being angry 
not to find one man as good as ten, fhe had, from that 
indignation, taken thofe fteps which we cannot per- 
fectly juftify. | 

From this perfon I received the following diaJogue, 
which, he affured me, he had overheard, and taken 
down verbatim. It pafled on the day fortnight after 
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. 4 dialogue matrimonial, which pafed between Jonathan 


Wild E/quire, and Latitia his wife, on the morn- 
ing of the day fortnight on which the nuptials were ce- 
lebrated ; which concluded more amicably than thofe 
debates generally do. 


JONATHAN. AY dear, T wifh you would hie a little 
longer in bed this morning. 
LATITIA. 


Me JONATHAN WILD. org 


Latitia. Indeed [ cannot; I am engaged to break- 
fait with Jack Strongbow. 

Jonatuan, I don’t know what Jack Strongbow 
doth fo often ‘at my hovfe. I aflure you I am unealy 
at it: for though I have no fuipicion’of your virtue, 
yet it may injure your reputation in the opinion of my 
neighbours, | 

Letitia. 1 don’t trouble my head about my neigh 


-bours; and they hall no more tell me what company 


J am to keep, than my hufband thall. 

Jonatnman. A good wife would keep no company 
which made her hufband uneafy. 

Larirra. You might have found one of thofe 
good wives, Sir, if you had pleafed, 1 had no objec- 
tion to it. 

Jonarwan. I thought I had found one in you. 

Lariria. You did! I dm very much obliged to 
a for thinking me fo poor-fpirited a creature; but 

hope to convince you to the contrary. What, I 
fuppofey you took me for a raw, fenfelefs girl, who 
knew not what other married women do! . 

Jonatuan. No matter what I took you for:'[ 
have taken you for better and worfe. 

Letitia. And at your own defire too: for, I am 
fure, you never had mine. I {hould not have broken 
my heart if Mr Wild had thought proper to beftow 
hinfelf on any other more happy woman—Ha, ha. 

JonatTHan. I hope, Madam, you don’t imagine 
that was not in my power, or that | married you out 
of any kind of neceflity. | ee 

Latitié. O no, Sir, I am convinced there are 
filly women enough. And far be it from me to accufe 
you of any neceffity for a wife. I believe you could 
have been very well contented with the itate of a 
batchelor; { have no reafon to complain of: your ne- 
teflities: but that, you know, a woman cannot tell 
beforehand. | 
' Jonaruan. I can’t guefs what you would infinus 
ate; for | believe no woman had ever lefs reaion to 
complain of her hufband’s want of fondnefs. 
Letitia. Thea fome, I am certain, have great 
reafon to complain of the price they give for ree 
ut 
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But I know better things. “( Thefe words were Ipoken 
with a very great air, and tofs of the head. ) 

Jonatuan. Well, my {weeting, 1 will make it 
impoflible to with me more fond.-+ 

Laritta. Pray, Mr. Wild, none of this naufeous 
behaviour, nor thofe odious words. wifh you were 
fond !—I affure you—I don’t know what you would 
pretend to infinuate of me.—I have no wifhes which 
mifbecomes a virtuous woman—No, nor fhould not, if 
I had married for love-—And efpecially now when no 
body, I am fure, can fufpe& me of any fuch. thing. — 

Jonatuan. lf you did not marry for love, why did 
you marry? ‘ 

Larittia. Becaufe it was convenient, and my pa- 
rents forced me, 

JonatHan. [ hope, Madam, at leaf, you will not 
tell me to my face, you have made your convenience 
of me. | 

Latitia. I have made nothing of you; nor dol 
defire the honour of making any thing of you. 

Jonatuan. Yes, you have made a hufband of me. 

‘Latitia. No, you mide yourfelf fo; for 1 repeat 
once more, it was not my defire, but your own. 

Jonatuan. You fhould think yourielf obliged to 
me for that defire. 

Latitia. La! Sir, you was not fo fingular in it. 
I was not in defpair.—i have had other offers, and 
better too. 

Jonatwan. I with you had accepted them with all 
my heart. 

Letitia. I mufttell you, Mr Wild, this is a very 
brutifh manner of treating a woman, to whom you 
have {uch obligations; but 1 knaw how to defpile it, 
and to deipife you too for fhewing it me. Indeed I 
am well enough paid for the foolith preferdhce I gave 
to you. | flattered myfelf that I fhould at leaft have 
been ufed with good manners. Fthought { had mar- 
ried a gentleman: but I find you every way contemp- 
tible, and below my concern, 

JonatHan. D—n you, Madam, have not I more 
reafon to complain, when you tell me you married me 
for your convenience only? 

Lewiaia: 
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Letitia. Very fine, truly. Is it Behaviour. wor- 
thy aman to fwear at a woman? yet why fhould E 
mention what comes from a wretch whom I defpife? 

Jonaruan. Don’t repeat that word fo often. I 
defpife you as heartily as you can do me. And, to tell 
you atruth, [ married you for my convenience likes 
wife, to fatisfy a pafion which } have now fatisficd, 
and you may be d d for any thing I care. 

Latitria. The world thall know how barbaroufty 
I am treated by fuch a villain. 

Jonaruan. I need take very little pains to acquaint 
the world what a b—ch you are, your adtions will dee 
monitrate it. 

Latitia. Monfter! I would advife you not to de- 
pend too much on my fex, and provoke me too far; 
for I can do you a milchief, and will, if you dare ufe 
' me fo, you villain! * 

JonatHan. Begin whenever you pleafe, Madam g 
but affure yourfelf, the momenf you lay afide the woe 
man, I will treat you as fuch no longer; and if the 
firft blow is yours, I promife you the laft fhall be 
mine. | 
Letirsa. Ufe me as you will; but d n me if 
ever you fhall ufe me as a woman again; for may I 
be curfed, if ever I enter your bed mere. 

Jonatuan. May I be curfed if that abftinence be 
not the greateft obligation you can lay upon me; for 
J affure you faithfully, your perfon was all I had ever 
any regard for; and that I now loath and detelt, as 
much as ever I liked it. 

Lzatitta. It is impoflible for two people to agree 
better; for | always detelted your perfon; and, as for - 
. any other regard, you mult be convinced I never could 
have any for you. 

Jonatruan. Why, then, fince we are come to a 
right underftanding, as we are to live together, fup- 
pote we agreed, inftead of quarrelling and abufing, to 
be civil to each other. | | 

Letitia. With all my heart. 

Jonatuan. Let us fhake hands then, and hence- 
forwards never live like man and wife ; that is, never 
be loving, nor ever quarrel, 


Lariria, 
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Letitia. Agreed. But pray, Mr Wild, why 
b-——-ch? Why did you fuffer fuch a word to efcape 
you? 

Jonaruan. It is not worth your remembrance. 

Letitia. You agree I thall converfe with whom- 
foever I pleafe? 

Jonaruan. Without controul. And I have the 
fame liberty? . 

Lart'ria. When I interfere, may every curfe you 
can with attend me. 

Jonaruan. Let us now take a farewell kifs; and 
may | be hang’d if it is not the fweeteft you ever gave 
me. 

Letitia. But why, b—ch? 
be glad to know why b—ch? | 

At which words he fprang from the bed, d—ing 
her tempersheartily. She returned it again with equal 
abufe, which was continued on both fides while he 
was dreffing. However, they agreed to continue fted- 
falt in this new refolution; and the joy arifing on that 
occafion at length, difmiffed them pretty chearfully 
from each other, though Letitia could not help com 
cluding with the words, Wuy B—cu. 


Methinks I fhould 


C H A P. IX. 


Obfervations on the foregoing dialogue, together witha 
bafe defign on our hero, which muff be detefted by every 
lover of GREATNESS. 


| HUS did this dialogue (which though we have 

} termed it matrimonial, had indeed very little 
favour of the {weets of matrimony in it)produce at lat 
a refolution more wife than ftriély pious, and which, 
if they could have rigidly adhered to it, might have 
prevented fome unpleafant moments, as well to our 
hero as to his ferene confort; but their hatred was fo 
very great and unaccountable, that they never could 
bear to fee the leaft compofure in one another’s coun- 
tenance, without attempting to ruffle it. This fet 
them on fo many contrivances to plague and vex oné 
another, that as their proximity afforded them fuch 
frequent opportunities of executing their malicious 
purpoles, 


-” 
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parpofes, they feldom pafs’d one eafy or quiet day to- 
ether. 

And this, reader, and no other, is the caufe of thofe 
many inquietudes, which thou mult have obferved to 
difturb the repofe of fome married couples, who mif- 
take implacable hatred for indifference ; for why fhould 
Corvinus, who lives in a round of intrigue, and fel- 
dom doth, and never willingly would, dally with his 
wife, endeavour to prevent her from ‘the fatisfa@tion 
of an intrigue in her turn? Why doth Camilla refufe 
amore agreeable invitation abroad, only to expofe 
her hufband at his own table at home? In fhort, to 
mention no more initances, whence can all the quar- 
rels, and jealoufies, and jars, proceed, in people who 
have no love for each_other, unlefs from that noble 
paflion above-nentioned, that defire, according to my 
Lady Betty Modith, of curing cach other ofa mile. 

We thought proper to give our reader a thort tafte 
of the domeitic ftate of our hero, the rather to fhew 
him that great men are fubje@ to the fame frailtics 
and inconveniencies in ordinary life, with little men, 
and that heroes are really of the fame fpecies with 
other human creatures, notwithftanding al] the pains 
they themfelves, or their flatterers, “take to affert the 
contrary ; and that they differ chiefly in the immenfity 
of their greatnefs, or as the vulgar erroneoufly call it, 
villainy. Now, therefore, that we may not dwell too 
jong on low feenes, in a hiftory of this fublime kiad, 
we fhall return to actions of a higher note, and more 
fuitable to our purpofe. 

When the boy Hymen had, with his lighted torch, 
driven the boy Cupid out of doors; that is to fay, in 
common phrafe, when the violence of Mr Wild’s paf- 
fion (or rather appetite) for the chafte Letitia began 
to abate. he returned to vifit his friend,Heartfree, who 
was now in thé liberties of the Fleet, and had appear- 
ed to the commiffion of bankruptcy againft him. Here 
he met with a more cold reception than he himfelf 
had apprehended. Heartfree had long entertained 
fufpicions of Wild, but thefe fufpicions had from time 
to time been confounded with circumftances, and prin- 
cipally {mothered with that amazing confidence, which 

was 
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was indeed the moft ftriking virtue in our hero. Hearts 
free was unwilling to condemn his friend without cer- 
tain evidence, and laid hold on every probable fem- 
blance to acquit him; but the propofal made at his 
Jait vifit had fo totally blackened his charaéter in this 
poor man’s opinion, that it entirely fixed the wavering 
icale, and he no longer doubted but that our hero 
was one of the greate(t villains in the world. 

Circumltances of great improbability often: efcape 
men who. devour a {tury with greedy ears; the reader 
therefore, cannot wonder that Heartfree, whofe paf- 
fions were fo varioufly concerned, firft for the fidelity, 
and fecondly for the fafety of his wife; and laftly, 
who was fo diftracted with doubt concerning the con- 
duct of his friend, fhould at his firft relation pafs un- 
obferved the incident of his being committed to the 
boat by the captain of the privateer, which he had at 
the time of his telling fo lamely accounted for; but 
now when Fleartfree came to refle@ on the whole, and 
withra high prepoffefion again Wild, the abfurdity 
of this fact glared in his eyes, and ftruck him in the 
moft fenfible manner. At length a thought of great 
horror fuggetted ittelf to his imagination, and this was, 
wherher the whole was not a fiction, and Wild, who 
was, as he had learned from his own mouth, equal to 
any undertaking how black foever, had not {pirited 
away, robbed and murdered his wife. 

Intolerable as this apprehenfion was, he not only 
turned it round and examined it carefully in his owa 
mind, but acquainted young Friendly with it.at thee 
next interview. Friendly, who detefted Wild, (from 
that envy probably, with which thefe Gaeat Cua 
RACTERS naturally in{pire low fellows) encouraged 
thefe fufpictons fo much, that Fleartfree refolved to 
attach our hero, and carry him before a magittrate. 

This refolution had been fome time taken, and 
Friendly with a warrant and a conftable, had with 
the utmoft diligence fearched feveral days for out 
hero; but whether it was that, in compliance with 
siodern cuftom, he had retired to fpend the honey- 
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moon with his bride, the only moon indeed in which 
it is falhionable or cuftomary for the married parties 
to have any correfpondence_ with each other; or per- 
haps his habitation might, for particular reafons, be 
ufually kept a fecret: like thofe of fome few great 
men, whom unfortunately the law hath left out of . 
that reafonable as well as honourable provifion, which 
it hath made for the fecurity of the pertons of other 
great men. : 

But Wild refolved to perform works of {nperer- 
, ogation in the way of honour: and though no hero is 
obliged to anfwer the challenge of my Lord Chief 
Juftice, or indeed, of any other magittrate, but 
may with unblemithed reputation flide away trom it; 
yet fuch was the bravery, fuch the greatnels, the 
magnanimity of Wild, that he appeared in perfon to 
it. : 
Indeed envy may fay one thing, which may leff2n . 
the glory of this action, namely, that the faid Mr 
Wild knew nothing of the faid warrant or challenge 
and as thou mayit be aflured, reader, that the mali- 
cious fury. will omit nothing which can any ways fully 
fo great a character, fo fhe hath endeavoured to ac- 
count for this fecond vifit of our hero. to his friend. 
Heartfree from a very different motive, than that of 
aflerting his own innocence. 


~- 


-C HAP. X. 


Mr Wild with unprecedented generafity viftts his friend 
Heartfree, and the ungrateful reception he met with, 


T hath been faid then, that Mr Wild, not being 

able on the ftrictelt examination to find in a cr. 
tam {pot of human nature called his own heart, the 
feat grain of that pitiful low quality called honeity, | 
had refolved, perhaps, a little too generally, that there 
was no fuch thing. He therefore imputed the refu- 
‘lution with which Mr Heartfree bad {0 pofitively re- 
fufed to concern himfelf in murder, cither to a fear of 
bloodying his hands, or the apprehenfion of a ghoit, or. 
left he fould make an additional example in that ex- 

Vor. V. M cede 
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cellent book called, God’s Revenge againft Murder; 
and doubted not but he would (at Jeaft in his prefent 
neceflity) agree without fcruple to a fimple robbery, 
e(pecially where any confiderable booty fhould be pro- 
poied, and the fafety of the attack plaufibly made ap- 
pear; which, if he could prevail on him to undertake, 
he would immediately get him impeached, conviéed, 
and hanged. He no fooner therefore had difcharged 
his duties to Hymen, and heard that Heartfree had 
procured hinfelf the liberties of the Fleet, than he re- 
folved to vifit him, and to propofe a robbery with all 
the allurements of profit, eafe, and fafety. 


This propofal was no fooner made, than it was ane - 


{wered by Heartfree in the following manner : 
‘1 might have hoped the anfwer which I ‘gave 
to your former advice would have prevented me 
from) the danger of receiving a fecond affront of 
this kind. An affront I calf it, and furely if it 
be fo to call a man a villain, it can be no lefs to 
fhew him you fuppofe him one. Indeed, it may be 
wopdered, how any man can arrive at-the boldnefs, 
I may fay impudence, of firft making fuch an 
overture to another: furely it is feldom done, unlefs 
to thofe who have previoufly betrayed fome fymp- 
toms of their own bafenefs. If I have therefore 
{hewn you any fuch, thefe infults are more pardon- 
able; but I affure you, if fuch appear, they dif- 
charge all their matignance outwardly, and refle& 
not even a fhadow within; for to me bafenefs feems 
inconfittent with this rule, OF DoING NO OTHER 
PERSON AN INJURY FROM ANY MOTIVE OR ON 
ANY CONSIDERATION WHATEVER. This, - Sir, 
is the rule by which I am determined to walk, 
nor can that man juflify difbelieving me, who 
will not own he walks not by it himfelf. But 
whether it be allowed to me or no, or whether 
I feel the good effects of its being practifed by 
others, I am refolved to maintain it: for furely no 
man can reap a benefit from my purfuing it 
equal to the comfort I myfelf enjoy: for what 
a ravifhing thought! how replete with extafy 
muit the conideration be, that Almighty rae 
* peis 
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‘nefs is by its own nature engaged to reward me! 
‘ How indifferent muft fuch a perfuafion make aman 
“to all the occurrences of this life! What triftles 
* muft he reprefent to himfelf both the enjoyments 
‘ and the afflictions of this world! How ealily mult 
‘ he acquiefce under miffing the former, and how 
‘ patiently will he fubmit to the latter, who is con- 
‘ vinced that his failing of a tranfitory tmperfect 
‘ reward here, is a moft certain argument of his ob- 


| © taining one permanent and compleat hereafter ! 
€ Doft thou think then, thou little, paliry, mean 


* animal, (with fuch language did he treat our truly 
* great man) that I will forego fuch comfortable ex- 
‘ pectations for any pitiful reward which thou canft 
‘ fuggelt or promife to me; for that furdid lucre 
* for which all pains and labour are undertaken by 
‘ the induftriotts, and all barbarities and iniquities 
‘ committed by the vile; for a worthlefs acquilition 
‘ which fuch as thon art can poffefs, can give, or 
‘can take away?’ The former part of this fpeech 
occafioned much yawning in our kero, but the fatter 
roufed his anger; and he was collecting his rage te 
anfwer, when Friendly and the conftable, who had 
been fummoned by Heartfree, on Wild’s firft appear- 
ance, entered the room, and feized the great man jult 
as his wrath was buriting from his lips. , 

The dialogue which now enfued, is not worth re- 
Jating. Wild was foon acquainted with the reafon of 
this rough treatment, and prefently conveyed betore 
a magiitrate. . 7 

Notwithitanding the doubts raifed by Mr Wiid’s 
Jawyer on his examination, he infilting thit the 
proceeding was improper, for that a Writ de tlomire 


replegiando fhould iffue, and on the return of that. 


a Capias in Withernam, the juftice inclined to com- 
mitment, fo that Wild was driven’ to other me- 
thods for his defence. He therefore acquainted the 
Juttice, that there was a yonng man likewife with 
him in the boat, and begged that he might be fent 


for, which requeft was accordingly granted, and the | 


faithful Achates (Mr Fireblood) was fvon: produced 
to bear teltimony for his friend, which Ke did with 
| “M2 fo 
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fo much becoming zeal, and went through his exa- 
mination with fuch coherence (though he was forced 
to collect his evidence from the hints given him by 
Wild in the prefence of the juftice and the accufers) 
that as here was direct evidence againft mere pre- 
fumption, our hero was moft honourably acquitted, 
and poor Heartfree was charged by the juftice, the 
audience, and all others, who afterward: heard the 
flory, with the blackeft ingratitude, in attempting to 
tuke away the life of a man, to whom he had tuch 
eminent obligations. 

Left fo vait an effort of friendfhip as this of Fire- 
blood’s thould too violently furprife the reader in thts 
degenerate age; it may be proper to inform him, 
that befide the tics of engagement in the fame em- 
ploy, another nearer and ftronger alliance fubfilted 
between our hero and this youth, which latter was 
juft departed from the arms of the lovely Letitia, 
when he received her hufband’s meflage: an inftance 
which may alfo ferve to juftify thofe {trict intercourfes 
of love and acquaintance, which fo commonly fubfift 
in modern hiltory between the hufband and gallant, 
difplaying the vaft force of friendfhip, contracted by 
this more honevrable than legal alliance, which ts 
thought to be at prefent one of the ftrongeft bonds of 
amity between great men, and the moft reputable as 
well as eafy way to their favour. . 

Four months had now paffed fince Heartfree’s firft 
confinement, and his affairs had begun to wear a 
more benign afpe&: but they were a good deal in- 
jured by this attempt on Wild (fo dangerous 1s any 
attack on a GREAT Man) feveral of his neighbours, 
und particularly one or two of his own trade, ‘induf- 
trioufly endeavouring, from their bitter animofity 
again{t fuch kind of iniquity, to {pread and exagge- 
rate his ingratitude as mach as poffible; not in the 
Jeaft fcrupling, in the violent ardour of their indig- 
nation, to add fome fmall cireumftances of their own 
knowledge of the many obligations conferred on 
Heartfree by Wild. To all thefe fcandals he quietly 
Submitted, comforting himfclf in the ae 
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his own innocence, and confiding in the fure friend 
of juitice to acquit him. 


C H A P- XI. 


A fcheme fp deeply taid that it fhames all the politics of 
this our age; with digrefion and fub digreffion. 


W's having now, to the hatred he bore ‘Hearts 
free on account of thofe injuries he had done 
him, an additional {pur from this injury received (tor 
fo it appeared to him, who, no more than the mot 
ignorant, confidered how truly he deferved it) applied 
his utmoft induftry to accomplifh the ruin of one 
whofe very name founded odious in his ears; when, 


Juckily, a fcheme arofe in his imagination, whicts 


not only promifed to effect it fecurely, but (which 
pleafed him moft) by means of the mifchief he had 
already done him; and which would at once Joad hins_ 
with the imputation of having committed what he 

himielf had done to him, and would bring on hin the 
fevereft punifhment for a fact, of which he. was not 
only innocent, but had already fo greatly fuffered by- 
And this was no other than te eharge him with hav- 


. tng conveyed away his wife, with his molt valuable 


effects, in order to defraud his creditors. 

He no fooner ftarted this thought than he imme 
diately refolved on putting it in execution. What 
remained .to confider was only the Quvmodo, and the. 
perion or tool to be-employed; for the ftage of the 
world differs from that in Drury-Lane principally in 


this; that whereas on the latter, the hero, or chief 


figure, i is almoit continually before your eyes, wihilit 
the under-actors are not feen above once in an even- 
Ing ; now on the former, the hero, or great man, 
Is always behind the curtain, and ieldom or never ap~ 
pears, or doth any thing in his own perfon. He doth 
mdeed in this Grand Drama, rather perform the 
part of the Prompter, and doth inftrué& the well ureft . 
figures, who are itrutting in public on the ftage, what 
to fay anddo. ‘fo fay the truth, a puppet thow wilt 
dluftrate our, meaning better, where itis the malter 
vt the fhow (the great man) who dances and moves 
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évcry thing; whether it be the king of Mufcovy, or 
whatever other potentate, alias puppet, which we be- 
hold on the ftage;- but he himfelf wifely keeps out 
of fight; for fhould he once appear, the whole mo- 
tion would be at anend. Not that any one is igno- 

rant of his being there, or fuppofes that the puppets 
are not mere fticks of wood, and he himfelf the fole 
mover; but as this (though every one knows it) doth 


Not appear vilibly, i. «. to their eyes, no one is alham-. 


ed of conienting to be impoted upon; of helping on 
the Vrama, by calling the feveral {ticks or puppets by 
the naines which the maiter hath allotted to them, 
and: by affigning to each the character which the great 
man is pleaied they fhall move in, or rather in which 
he himfelf is pleafed to move them. 

It wouldbe to {uppote thee, gentle reader, one of 
very little knowledge in the world, to imagine thou 
haft never feen fome of thefe puppet-fhows, which 
are fo frequently aed on the great ftage. But though 
thou thouidit have refided all thy days in thole remote 
parts of: this ifland, which great men feldom vifit; 
yet, if chou hait any penetration, thou mult have had 
fome occafions to adoire both the folemnity of coun- 


tenance in the actor, and the gravity in the fpectator, , 


while fome of thofe farces are carried on, which are 
acted almoft daily in every village in the kingdom. 
He mult have a very defpicable opinion of mankind 
indeed who can conceive them to be impofed on as 
often as they appear to be fo. The truth is, they 
are in the fame fituation with the readers of Ro- 
mances; who, though they know the whole to be one 
entire fiction, neverthelefs agree to be deceived; and 
as thefe find amufement, fo do the others find eafe 


and convenience in this concurrence. But this being 


a fub-digreffion, | return to my digreflion. 

A Great Man ought to do his bufinefs by others ; 
to employ hands, as we have before ‘iaid, to his pur- 
poies, and keep himielf as much behind the curtain 


as poflible ; and though it mutt be acknowledged that | 


two very great men, whoie names will be beth re- 
corded in hiilory, did in thofe latter times, come 
dorth themiclves on the fiage; and did hack and hew, 
. and 
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and lay each other moft cruelly open to the diverfion 
of the {pedtators ; yet this muit be mentioned rather 
as an example of avoidance, than imitation, and is to 
be afcribed to the number of thofe initances which 
ferve to evince the truth of thole maxims: emo mor- 
talium omnibus boris fapit. Ira furor brevis eff, &c. 


C H A P. XII. 
New inftances of Friendly’s folly, &ce 


O return to my hiftery, which, having relted' 
itfelf a little, is now ready to proceed on Its 
journey : Fireblood was the perfon chofen by Wild. 
tor this fervice. He had, on a late occafion, expe- 
rienced the talents of this youth for a good round 
perjury. He immediately, therefore, found him out,. 
and propofed it to him: when ‘receiving his initant 
affent, they confulted together, and {oon framed an 
evidence, which, being communicated to one of the 
molt bitter and fevere creditors of Heartfree, by him 
laid before a magiftrate, and attefted by the oath of 
Fireblood, the juitice granted his warrant; and Heart- 
a was accordingly apprehended and brought betore 

im. | 
When the officers came for this poor wretch, they 
found him’ meanly diverting hitfelf with his httle 
children, the younger of whom fat on his knees, and - 
the elder was playing at a little diftance from him 
with Friendly. One of the officers, who was.a very. 
good fort of a man, but one very laudably fevere in 
his office, after acquainting Heartfree with his errand, 
bade him come along and be d—n’d, and leave thofe 
little baftards, for fo, he faid, he fuppofed they were, 
for a legacy to the parifh. Heartfree was much fur- 
pried at hearing there was a warrant for felony 
againft him ; but he fhewed lefs concern than Friendly 
did in his countenance. The elder daughter, when 
fhe faw the officer lay hold ‘on her father, immedi- 
ately quitted her play, and running to him, and 
buriting into tears, cried out: * You fhall not hurt 
* poor Papa.’ One of the other ruffians offered to take 
the little one rudely from his knees; but Heartiree 
. ° ftarted 
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ftarted up, and, catching the fellow by the collar, 


dathed his head fo violently-again({t the wall, that, had. 


he had any brains, he might poflibly have loft them by. 
the blow. : 

‘Che officer, like moft of thofe heroic’ fpirits whe 
infult men in adverfity, had fome prudence mixt with 
his zeal for jultice. Seeing, therefore, this rough 
treatment of his companion, he began to purfue more 
gentle methods, and very civilly defired Mr Heart- 
free to go with him, feeing he was an officer, anJ 
obliged to execute his warrant; that he was forry for 
his misfortune, and hoped he would be acquitted. 
The other anfwered, he fhould patiently fubmit to 


the laws of his country, and would attend him whi-. 


ther he was ordered to condu& him: then, taking 
leave of his children with a tender kifs, he recome 
mended them to the care of Friendly ; who promifed 
to fee them lfafe home, and then to attend him at the 
jultice’s, whofe name and abode he had learnt of the 
conttable. 

Friendly arrived at the magiltrate’s houfe juft as 
that gentleman had figned the :mittimus againit his 
friend; for the evidence of Fireblood was fo clear 
and {trong, and the juftice was fo incenfed againft 
Heartfree, and fo convinced of his guilt, that he 
would hardly hear him fpeak in his own defence, 
which the reader, perhaps, when he heass the evi- 
dence againit him, will be lefs inclined to cenfure : 
For this witnefs depofed, ‘that he had been, by 
Heartfree himfelf, employed to carry the orders of 
embezzling to Wild, in order to be delivered to 
his wife ; that he had been afterwards prefent with 
Wild and her at the inn, when they teok coack 
for Harwich, where fhe fhewed him the cafket 
of jewels, and defired him to tell her hufband, 
that fhe had fully executed his command ; and this 
he {wore to have been done after Heartfree had no- 
tice of the commitfion, and in order to bring it wie 
thin that time, Fireblood, as well as Wild, fwore 
that Mrs Heartfree lay feveral days concealed at 
Wild’s houfe before her departure for Holland.’ 

: When 
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When Friendly found the juftice obdurate, and 
that all he could fay had no effeét, ner was it any 
way poflible for Heartfree: to efcape being committed 
to Newgate, he refolved to accompany him thither; 
where, when they arrived, the tarnkey would have 
confined, Heartfree (he having no money) amongtt 
the common felons; but Friendly would not permit 
it, and advanced every fhilling he had in his pocket, 
to procure a room in the Prefs-yard for-his friend, 
which, indeed, through the humanity of the keeper, 
he did at a cheap rate. = : 

They fpent that day together, and in the even~ 
ing, the prifoner difmiffed his friend, defiring him, 
after many thanks for his fidelity, to be comforted on.’ 
his account. ‘ I know not,’ fays he, * how far the ma- 
‘ lice of my enemy may prevail; but whatever my 
‘ fufferings are, I am convinced my innocence will | 
* fomewhere -be rewarded. If, therefore, any fatal 
* accident fhould happen to me, (for he who is in. 
‘ the hands of perjury, may apprehend the worft) my 
< dear Friendly, be a father to my poor children.” 
At which words the tears gufhed from his eyes. The 
other begged him not to admit any fuch apprehens 
fions; for that he would employ his utmoft diligence. 
in his fervice, and doubted not but to fubvert any vil- 
lainous defign laid for -his deftru@iion, and to make 
his innocence appear to the world as white as it was. 
in his opinion. , 

We cannot help mentioning a circnmftance here, 
though we doubt it will appear very unnatural and: 
incredible to our reader; which is, that, notwith-. 
ftanding the former charaéter and behaviour of Heart- 
free, this ftory of bis embezzling was fo far from fur-. 
prizing his neighbours, that many of them declared 
they expected no better from him. Some were affured: 
he could pay forty fhillings in the pound, if he 
would. Others had overheard hints formerly pafs, 
between him and Mrs Heartfree, which had given. 
them fufpicions. And, what is moft aftonifhing of 
all is, that many of thofe who had before cenfured: 
him for an extravagant heedlefs fool, now no a 
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confidently abufed him for a cunning, tricking, ava- 
ricious knave,. 


C H A P.. XIII. 


Something concerning Fireblood, which will furprize :and 
fomewhat touching one of the Mifs Snaps, which wilt 


greatly concern the reader. 


OWEVER, notwithftanding all’thefe cenfure¥ 


abroad, and in delpight of all his misfortunes 
at home, Heartfree in Newgate enjoyed a quiet, un- 
difturbed repote; while our hero, nobly difdaining 
Fe(t, lay flceplefs all night; partly from the appre- 
henfions of Mrs Heartfree’s return before he had 
executed his fcheme; and partly from a fufpicion left 
Fireblood fhould betray him; of whofe infidelity he 
hhad, neverthelefs, no other caufe to maintain any 
fear, but trom his knowing him to be an accomplifhed 
rafcal, as the vulgar term it, a complete Great 
Man in our language. And indeed, to confefs the 
‘truth, thefe doubts were not without fome foundation ; 
for the very fame thought unluckily entered the head 
of that noble youth, who confidered, whether he 
might not potlibly fell himfelf for fome advantage to 
the other fide, as he had yet no promife trom Wild; 
but this was, by the fagacity of the latter, prevented 
‘in the morning with a profufion of promifes, which 
fhewed him to be of the moit generous temper in the 
world, with which Fireblood was extremely well fa- 
‘ tisfied; and made ufe of fo many proteftations of his 
faithfulnefs, that he convineed Wild of the jultice of 
his fufpicions. 

At this time an aecident happened, which, though 
it did not immediately affe& our hero, we cannot 
avoid relating, as it occafioned great confufion in his 
family, as wellfas in the family of Snap. It is, in- 
deed, a calamity-highly to be lamented, when it {tains 
untainted blood, and happens to an honourable houfe, 
An injury never to be repaired. A blot never to be 
wiped out. <A fore never to be healed. To detain 
my reader no longer: Mifs Theodofia Snap was now 


fafely delivered of a male-infant, the product of an. 


amour 
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amour which that beautiful (O that I could fay, vir- 
tuous) creature had with the Count. 

Mr Wild and his lady were at breakfaft, when 
Mr Snap, with all the agonies of defpair both in his 
voice and countenance, brought them this melancholy 
news. Our hero, who had (as we have faid) wonderful 
good-nature when his greatnefs or intereft was not 
concerned, inftead of reviling his fitter-in-law, afked 
with a fmile: ‘ Who was the father?’ But the 
chafte Letitia, we repeat the chaftes; for well did 
fhe now deferve that epithet, received it in another 
manner. She fell into the utmoft fury at the rela- 
tion, reviled her fifter in the bitteft terms, and 
vowed ‘fhe would never fee nor fpeak to her more. 
Then burft into tears, and lamented over her father, 
that fuch difhonour fhould ever happen to him and 
herfelf. At length ‘fhe fell feverely on her hufband, 
for the light treatment which he gave this fatal acci- 
dent. She told him, he was unworthy of the honour 
he enjoyed, of marrying into a chalte family. That 
fhe looked on it as an affront to her virtue. That if 
he had married one of the naughty huffies oi the 
town, he could have behaved to her in no other man- 
ner. She concluded, with defiring her father to make 
an exansple of the flut, and to turn her out of doors; 
for that fhe would not otherwife enter his howe, be- 
ing refolved -never to fet her foot within the fame 
threfhold with the trollop, whom fhe detefted io much 
the more, becaufe (which was perhaps true) {he was 
her own fifter. — . 

So violent, and indeed fo. outrageous was this chafte 
dady’s love of virtue, that fhe could not forgive a fin- 
gle flip (indeed the only one Theodofia had ever made) 
in her own fifter, in a filter who loved her, and to 
whom fhe owed athouland obligations. 

Perhaps the feverity of Mr Snap, who greatly | 
felt the injury done to the honour of his family, would 
have relented, had not the parifh officers been ex- 
tremely prefling on this occafion, and, for want of fe- 
curity, conveyed the unhappy young lady to a place, 
the name of which, for the honour,of the Snaps, to 
whom our hero was fo nearly allied, we bury in sa 
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nal oblivion; wheré fhe fuffered fo much correction 
for her crime, that the good-natured reader of tbe 
male-kind may be inclined to compaflionate her, at 

“dealt to imagine fhe was fufficiently punithed for a 

- fault, which, with fubmiffion to the chate Letitia, 
and all other ftrictly virtuous ladies, it fhould be ei- 
ther lefs criminal in a woman to commit, or more {fo 
in a man to folicit her to it. 

But to return to our hero, who was a living and 
ftrong inftance, that human greatnefs and happinets —[. 
are not always inteparable. He was under a conti 
nual alarm of frights, and fears, and jealouties. He 
thought every man he beheld wore a knife for his 
throat, and a patr of {ciflars for his purfe. As for 
his own gang particularly, he was thoroughly con- 
vinced there was not a fingle man amongit them. who ae 
would not, for the value of five fhillings, bring 
him to the gallows. Thefe apprehenfions fo con- : 
ftantly broke his reft. and kept him fo afliduoufly on 
his guard, to frultrate and circumvent any defigns 
which might be forming againit him; that his con- 
dition, to any other than the glorious eye of ambi- 
tion, might feem rather deplorable, than the obje@ 
of envy or defire. 


CHAP. XIV. 


In which our Hero makes a fpeech well worthy to be cele- 
brated; and the behaviour of one of the gang perhaps 
more unnatural than any other part of this biftory. ! 


HERE was in the gang aman named Blue- 

fkin; one of thofe merchants who trade in dead 

oxen, fheep, &c..in fhort, what the vulgar call a 

Butcher. This gentleman had two qualities of a great 

“man, viz. widaunted courage, and an abfolute con- 
tempt of thole ridiculous ditinaions of mewn and 

tucam, which would caufe endlefs ditputes, did not the 

Jaw happily decide them by converting both into 

fuum. ‘The common form of exchanging property 
by trade feerned to him too tedious: he therefore re- 

folved to quit the mercantile profeflion, and, falling 

acquainted with fome of Mr Wild’s people, he a 
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vided himfelf with arms, and enlifted of the gang. In 
which he behaved for fome time with great decency 
and order, and fubmitted to accept fuch hare of the 
booty with the ret, as our hero allotted him. 

But this fubferviency apreed ill with his ‘temper 5 
for we fhould have before remembered a third herott | 
quality, namely, ambition, which was no inconfidere 


- able part of his compofition; one day, theretore, he- 


ving robbed a gentleman at Windior of a gold watch; 
which, on its being advertifed in the newspaper. with 
a confiderable reward, was de:naoded of him by Wild, 
he peremaptorily refused to deliver it. -. 

‘ How, Mr Bluefkin!? fays Wild. * you will not 
¢ deliver the watch!’ * No. Mr Wild, antwered he; 
‘ | have taken it, and will keep it; or, if I ditpoe of 
‘it, I will difpofe of it mylelf, and keep the money 
4 for which J fell it.’ ‘ Sure,’ replied Wild, * you have 
* not the aflurance to pretend you have any property 
‘or right in this watch?’ «[ am certain,” returned 
Bluefkin; * whether I have any right in it or nc, you 
‘ can prove none.’ * 1 will undertake,’ cries the other, 
to fhew | have an abfolute right to it, and that by 
the laws of our gang, of which I am providentiully 
at the head” ‘] know not who put you at the head 
of it,’ cries Bluefkin ;* but thofe who did, certainly 
did it for their own "gaod, that you might condud 
them the better in their robberies, inform them of 
the richeft booties, prevent furprizes, pack juries, 
bribe evidence, and fo contribute to their benetit and 
fafety ; and not to convert all their labour and ha- 
zard to your own benefit and awaptd nee ‘ You 
are greatly miftaken, Sir,’ anfwered Wild; * you are 
talking of a legal fociety, where the chiek. magifirate 
is always chofen for the public good, which, as we 
* fee in all the legal focieties of the world, he con- 
. tantly confults, dajly contributing, by. his fuperior 
* fkill, to their proiperity,: and not facrificing their 

« good to his own wealth, or pleafure, or humour : 


Cr | 


os but 1 in an illegal fociety or gang, as this of ours, it 


‘ is otherwife; for who would .be at the head of a 
* gang, ‘unlefs for his own intereft? And without a 
. Vou, V. N ‘ bead, 
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¢ head, you know, yeu cannot fubfift. Nething bue¢ 


- © a head, and obedience to that head, can preferve a 


‘ gang amoment from deltrudion. It is abfolutely 
‘ bettcr for you to content yourielves with a mode- 
¢ rate reward, and enjoy that in fafety at the difpofal 
‘ of your chief, than to engrofs the whole with the 
‘ hazard to which you will be liable without his pro- 
* tection. And furely, there is none in the whole 
* gang, who hath Jefs reafon to complain than you; 
« you have talted of my favours; witnefs that piece 
< of ribbond you wear in your hat, with which [ dub- 
* bed yoy captain.—Therefore, pray, captain, deliver 
* the watch.’ ‘ D—n your cajoling,’ fays Blue- 
fkin: ‘ Do you think I value myfelf on this bit of 
ribbon, which I could have bought myfelf for fix« 
pence, and have worn without your leave? Do you 
imayine I think myfelf a captain, becaufe you, whom 
I know not empowered to make one, call me fo? 
The name of captain is but a thadow: the men and 
the falary are the fubftance: and ‘I am not to bé 
bubbled with a fhadow. 1 will be called captain no 
longer, and he who flatters me by that name, § 
fhall think affronts me, and [ will knock him down, 
J aflure you.,——*‘ Did ever man talk fo unreafon- 
ably?’ cries Wild. ‘* Are you not refpected as a 
captain by the whole gang fince my dubbing you 
fo! But it is the fhadow only, it feems; and you 
will knock a man’ down for affronting you, who calls 
you captain! Might not a man as reafonably tell a 


*© dow only. The ribbon or the bauble, that you 
*© gave me, implies that I have either fignalized my- 


© felf, by fome great action, for the benefit and glory 


¢* of my country ; or at Jeaft that I am defcended from 
** thofe who have done fo. { know myfelf to bea 
“¢ fcoundrel, and fo have been thofe few anceftors | 
¢* can remember, or have ever heardof. Therefore J 
‘© am refolved to knock the firft man down, who calls 
«¢ me Sir, or Right honcurable.? But all great and 
§ wife men think themfelves fufiiciently repaid by what 
* procures them honour and precedence in the gang, 

* without 


minifter of ftate: ‘ Sir, you have given me the fhas | 
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¢ withont enquiring into fubftance; nay, if a title, or 
¢ a feather,.be eqaal to this purpofe, they are fubitance, 
‘ and not mere fhadows, But! have not time to ar- - 
* gue with you at prefent, fo give me the watch with- 
‘out any more deliberation.’ ‘ I am no more a 
¢ friend to deliberation than yourfelf,’ anfwered Blue- 
fkin, ¢ and fo I tell you once for all, by G— I never 
‘ will give you the watch, no, nor will I ever here- 
‘ after furrehder any part of my booty. I won it, and 
* | will wear it. Take your piftcls yourfelf, and go 
‘out on the highway, and don’t lazily think to fat- 
* ten yourfelf with the dangers and pains of other 
* people.’ At which words he departed in a fierce 
mood, and repaired to the tavern uied by the gang, 
where he had appointed to meet fame of his acquaint- 
ance, whom he informed of what had paffed between 
him and Wild, and advifed them all to follow his ex- 
ample; which they all readily agreed to, and Mr 
Wild’s d—tion was the univerfal toaft; in drinking 
bumpers to which they had finithed a large bowl of 


| punch, when a conitable, with a numerous attendance, 


and Wild at their head, entered the room, and feized 
on Bluefkin, whom his companions, when they faw 
our hero, did not dare attempt to refcte. The watch 
was found upon him, which, together with Wild’s in- 
formation, was more than jufiicient to commit him to 
Newgate. ~ ° 

In the evening, Wild, and the reft of thofe who 
had been drinking with Bluefkin, met at the tavern, 
where nothing was to be feen but the profoundelt fub 
miffion to their leader. They vilified and abufed 
Bluefkin as much as they bad before abnfed our hero, 
and now repeated the fame toalt, only changing the 
name.of Wild into that of Bluefkin. All agreeing 
with Wildy that the watch found in his pocket, and 
which mult be a fatal evidence again him, was a ju 
judgment on his difobedience and revolt. 

Thus did this Great Man, by a refolute and time- 
ly example (for he went directiy to the juftice when 
Bluefkin left him) quell one of the moft dangerous 
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confpiracies which could poffibly arife in a gang; at 
which, had it been permitted one day’s growth, would 
inevitably have ended in his deftruction; fo much doth 
it behove all great men to be eternally on their guard, 
and expeditious in the execution of their purpofes; 
while none but the weak and honeft can indulge them- 
felves in remif{nefs or repofe. 

The Achates, Fireblood had heen prefent at both 
thefe meetings ; but though he had a little too haftily 
concurred in curfing his friend, and in vowing his 
perdition; yet now he fw all that fcheme diflolved, 
he returned to his integrity ; of which he gave an in- 
conteltable proof, by informing Wild of the meafures 
which had been concerted againit him. In which, he 


faid, he had pretended to acquiefce, in order the better 


to betray them; but this, as he afterwards confefled 
on his death. bed, at Tyburn, was only a copy of his 
countenance: for that he was, at that time, as fincere 


and hearty in oppofition to Wild as any- ‘of his com 


panicns. 
. Our hero. received Fireblood’s information with a 


very placid countenance. He faid, as the gang had > 


feen their errors, and repented, nothing was more 
noble than forgivenefs. But though he was pleafed 
modeftly to afcribe this to his lenity, it really arofe 
frum much more noble and political principles. He 
confidered that it would be dangerous to attempt the 
punifhment of fo many ; belides, he flattered . himielf 
that fear would keep them in order; and indeed Fire- 
blood had told him nothing more than he knew be- 
fore, viz. that they were all complete Prigs, whom he 


was to govern by their fears, and in whom he was to 


place no more confidence than was neceflary, and to 
watch them with the utmoft caution and circumfpec- 
tion; for a rogue, he wifely faid, like gunpowder, 
mutt he ufed with caution ; fince both are altogether 
as liable to blow up the party himfelf who ufes them, 


as to execute his mifchievous Parpotee againft fome. 


other perfon or animal. 
We will now repair to Newgate, it being the place 
where moft of the great men of this hiftory are haften- 


ing 
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ing as faft as poflible ; and, to confefs the truth, it is 
a cattle very far from being an improper, or mifbeco- 
ming habitation for afy great man whatever. And 
as this fcéne will continue during the refidue of our 
hiitory, we thall open it with a new book; and fhall, 
therefore, take this opportunity of clofing our third. 
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A fentiment of the Ordinary’s, worthy to be written in 
letrers of gold; a very extraordinary inflance of folly 
in Friendly; and a dreadful accident that befel our 
ero. 


before his frequent converfation with his chil- 
dren, and other inftances of a good heart, 
_ which betrayed themfelves in his actions and conver- 
fation, created an opinion in all about him that he 


Hy ecres i had not been Jong in Newgate. 


was one of the fillieit fellows in the univerfe. The 


ordinary himfelf, a very fagacious, as well as. very 
worthy perfon, declared that he was a curfed rogue, 
but no conjurer. 

What indeed might induce the former, i. e. the 
roguifh part of, this opinion in the ordinary was a 
wicked fentiment which Hearttree one day difclofed in 
converfation, and which we, who are truly orthodox, 
will not pretend to juftity, ‘ that he believed a fincere 
« Turk would be faved.” To this, the good man, with 
Pecoming zeal and indignation, anfwered, ‘1 know not 

* what 
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‘¢ what may become of a fincere Turk, but if this be 
¢ your perfuafion, I pronounce it impollible you fhould 
© be faved. No, Sir, fo far from a finctre Turk’s be- 
‘ ing within the pale of falvation, neither will any fine 
‘ cere Prefbyterian, Anabaptift, nur Quaker whatever, 
* be faved.’ 

But neither did the one or the other part of this 
chara€ter prevail on Friendly to abandon his old ma 
fter. He fpent his whole time with him, except only 
thofe hours when he was abfent for his fake, in pro- 
curing evidence for him againtt his trial, which was 
now thortly to come ov. Indeed this young man was 


- the only comfort, befides a clear conicience, and the 


hopes beyond the grave, which this poor wretch had; 
for the fight of his children was like one of thofe al- 
luring pleafures which men in fome difeafes indulge 
themfelves often fatally in, which at once flatter and 
heighten their malady. . 
Friendly being one day prefent while Heartfree was, 
with tears in his eyes, embracing his eldeit daughter, 
and lamenting the bard fate to which he feared he 
would be obliged to Jeave her, fpoketo himthus. ‘ k 
* have long obferved with admiration the magnanimi- 
ty with which you go thro’ your own ntonaiee 
and the fteady countenance with which you look on 
death. I have obferved that all your agonies arife 
from the thoughts of parting with your children, 
and of leaving them in a diftrefled condition ; nows 
though I hope all your fears will prove ill-grounded, 
yet, that I may relieve you as much as pollible. from 
them, be affured, that as nothing can give me more 
real mifery, than to obferve fo tender and loving a 
concern ina matter, to whofe goodnefs I owe fa 
many obligations, and whom I {fo fincerely love, fo 
nothing can afford me equal pleafure with my con- 
tributing to leflen or to remove it. Be convinced, 
therefore, if you can place any confidence in my pro- 
mile, that I will employ my little fortune, which you 
¢ know to be not entirely inconfiderable, in the fupport 
* of this your little family. Should any misfortune, 
* which I pray Heaven avert, happen to you before 
* you have better provided for thefe little ones, I ie 
. ‘be 
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* myfelf their father, nor fhall either of them ever know 
* diftrels, if it be any way in my power to prevent it. 
« Your younger daughter [ will provide for, and as 
* for my hittle prattler, your elder, as [ never yet 
- © thought of any woman for a wife, L will receive her 
* as fuch at vour hands; nor will | ever relinquifh her 
‘ for another.’ Heartfree flew to his friend, and em- 
braced him with raptures of acknowledgment. He 
Vowed to him that he had eafed every anxious thought 
of his mind but one, and that he muft carry with him 
out of this world. ‘O Friendly,’ cried he, ‘ itis my 
concern for that beft of women, whom [ hate my- 
feli for having ever cenfured in my opinion. O 


a 


her perfect character none but myfelf was ever ac- 
qainted with. “She had every perfection both. of 
mind and body, which Heaven hath indulged to her 
whole fex, and poifeifed all in a higher excellence 
than nature ever indulged to another in any fingle 
virtue. Can I bear the lofs of fuch a woman? Can 
* [ bear the apprehenfions of what mifchiefs that vil- 
« lain may have done to her, of which death is perhaps 
‘ the lighteft 2’? Friendly gently interrupted him as 
foon as he faw an opportunity, endeavouring to com- 

fort him on this head likewifep by magnifying every 
circumitance which could poflibly afford any hope of 
his feeing her again. - 3 
_e By this kind of behaviour, in which the young man 

exemplified fo uncommon an height of friend{hip, he 

had foon obtained in the caftle the character of as odd 

and filly a fellow as his mafter. Indeed, they were 

both the by-word, laughing-ftock, and contempt of 
the whole place. te 

' The feflions now came on at the Old Baily. The 
grand jury at Hicks’s-hall had found the bill of indi&- 
- ment againft Heartfree, and on the fecond day of thé 
feilion he was brought to his trial; where, notwith- 

ftanding the utmolt efforts of Friendly, and of the ho- 
helt old female fervant, the cireumftances of the fac 

corroborating the evidence of Fireblood, as well as 
that of Wild, who counterfeited the moft artful reluc- 

tance at appearing againft his old friend Heartfree, the 

jury found the prifoner guilty. 

eee ei Wild 
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Friendly, thou didi know her goodnefs, yet, fure | 
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Wild had now accomplifhed his fcheme; for as to 
what remained, it was certainly unav oidable, feeing 
that Heartfree was entirely void of intereft with the 
great, and was befides convicted on a ftatute, the in- 
ringers of which could hope no pardon. 

The cataftrophe, to which our hero had reduced 


- this wretch, was fo wondertul an effort of greatnefs, 


that it probably made Fortune envious of her own dar- 
ling; but whether it was from this envy, or only from 
that known inconftancy and weaknefs to often and ju- 
dicioufly remarked in that lady’s temper, who fre- 
quently lifts men to the fummut of huinan greatnels, 
only 


- 


ut lapfu graviore ruant ; 


certain it is, fhe now began to meditate mifehief againk 
Wild, who feems to have come to that period, at 


which all heroes have arrived, and which fhe was re- 


folved they never fhould tranicend In thort, there 
feems to be a certain meafure of mifchief and iniquity, 
which every great man is to fill up, and then fortune 
looks on him ‘of-no more ufe than a filk-worm, whofe 
bottom is {fpun, and deierts him. Mr Bluefkin was 
convicted ‘the fame day of robbery, by our hero; an 
unkindnefs, which tho’ he had drawn on himfelf, and 
neceffitated him to, Re took greatly amifs; as Wild 
therefore was ftanding near him, with that difregard 
and indifference which great men are too carelelsly 
inclined to have for thofe whom they have ruined; © 
Bluefkin privily drawing a knife, thruft the fame into 
the body of our hero with fuch violence, that all who 
faw it concluded he had done his bufinefs.. And in- 
deed. had not fortune, not fo much out of Jove to our 
hero, as froma fixed refolution to accomphith a certain 


“pyurpofe, of which we have formerly given a hint, cares 
fully placed his guts out of the way, he muft have fal- 


Jen a facrifice to the wrath of his enemy, which, as he 
afterwards faid, he did not deferve; for had he been 
contented to have robbed and only fubmitted to give 
him the booty, he might have ftill continued fafe and 
unimpeached in the gang; but fo it was, that the knife | 
See thofe noble parts (the noble& of many) the 

guts, 
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guts, perforated only the hollow of his belly, and cau- 
féd no other harm than an immoderate effufion of 
blood, of which, though it at prefent weakened him, 
he foon after recovered. 

“Fhis accident, however, was in the end attended 
with worle confequences: for, as very few people 
. (thote greatett of all men, abiolure princes, excepted) 
attempt to cut the thread of human life, like the fatal 
fitters, merely out of wantonnefs and for their diverfion, 
but rather by fo doing, propofe to themfelves the ac- 
quiliiion of fome future good, or the avenging fome 
pait evil; and as the former of thefe motives did not 
appear probable, it put inquifitive perfons on examiau- 
ing into the latter. Now, as the vatt fchemes of Wild, 
when they were difcovered, however great in their na- 
ture, feemed to fome perfons like the proje@s of moft 
other fuch perfons. rather to be calculated for the glory 
of the great man himfelf, than to redound to the ges 
neral good of fociety ; defigns began to be laid by fe- 
veral of thofe who thought it principally their duty, 
to put a {top to the future progrefs of our hero, and a 
Jearned judge particularly, a great enemy to this kind 
of greatnets, procured a claufe in an act of parliament 
as a trap tor Wild, which he foon after fell into. By 
* this law it was made capital in a Prig to fteal with the 
hands of other people. A law fo plainly calculated 
for the deftruction of all Priggifh greatnefs, that it wag 
indced impoffible for our hero to avoid it, 


CH A P. IL 
A fbort bint concerning popular ingratitude. Mr Wild?s 


arrival in the caftle, with other occurrences to be foand 
in no other hiffory. 
F we had any Jeifure, we would here digrefs a little 
on that ingratitude, which fo many writers have 
obferved to {pring up in the people in all free govern- 


ments towards their great men; who, while they have. 


been confulting the good of the ‘public, by raifing their 
own greatnefs, in which the whole body ee the king- 
oon of France thinks itfelf in the glory of their grand 
monarch) 
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monarch) was fo deeply concerned, have been fome- 
times tacrificed by thofe very people for whofe glory 


the faid great men were fo indultrioufly at work.: and | 


this from a foolifh zeal for a certain ridiculous imagi- 
nary thing called Liberty, to which great men are obe 
ferved to have*a great animofity. 

This law had been promulgated a very little time, 
when Mr Wild, having received from fome dutiful 
members of the gang, a valuable piece of gonds. did, 
for a confideration fomewhat fhort of its original price, 
reconvey it to the right owner; for which fact being 
ungratefully informed againit by the faid owner, he 
was furprized im his own houle, and being overpowered 
by numbers, was hurried before a magilirate, and by 
him committed to that caftle, which, fuitable as it is 
to greatnefs, we do not chufe to name too often in our 
hiftory, and where many great men, at this time, hap- 
pened to be affembled. rn: | 

The governor, or as the law more honourably calls 
him, keeper of this caftle, was Mr Wild’s old friend 
and acquaintance. This made the latter greatly fatisfied 
with the ptace of bis confinement, as he promifed hime 
felf not only a kind reception ard handfome accommo- 
dation there, but even to obtain his liberty from him, 
if he thought it neceflary to defire it: but alas! he 
was deceived, -his old friend knew him no longer, and 
refufed to fee him, and the Jieutenant-governor infiiled 
on as high garni(h for fetters, and as exorbitant a price 
for lodging, as if he had had a fine gentleman in cu- 
ftody for murder, or any other genteel crime. 


To confefs a melancholy truth, it is a circumftance | 


much to be lamented, that there is no abfolute depen- 
dance on the friendfhip of great men. An obferya- 
tion which hath been frequemtly made by thofe who 
have lived in courts or in Newgate, or in any o« 
ther place fet apart for the habitation of fuch per 
fons. 
The fecond day of his confinement he was greatly 
furprized at receiving a vifi: from his wife ; and much 


more fo, when inftead of a countenance ready to ine - 


fult him, the only motive to which he could afcribe 
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her prefence, he faw the tears trickling down her 
lovely checks. He embraced her with the utmoft 
marks-of affection, and declared he could hardly regret 
his confinement, fince it had produced fuch an inftance 
ef the happinefs he enjoyed in her, whofe fidelity to 
him oa this occafion would, he bclieved, make him 
the envy of molt hufbands, even in Newgate. He 
then beyged her to dry her eyes, and be comforted ; 
for that matters might go better with him than fhe 
expected. ‘ No, no,’ fays fhe, * I am certain you 
‘ will be found guilty Death. | knew what it would 
always cometo. I told you it was impoflible to 
carry on fuch a trade long: but you would not be 
advifed, and now you fee the confequence, now you 
repent when it is too late. All the comfort 1 fhall 


good advice. If you had always gone out by your- 
-felf, as | would have had you, you might have rob- 
bed on to the end of the chapter; but you was wifer 
than all the world, or rather lazier, and fee what 
your. Jazinefs is come to—to the cheat +, for thither 
you will go now, that’s infallible. And a juft judg- 
ment on you for following your head(trong wills 
I am the only perfon to be pitied, poor 1, who 
fhall be fcandalized for your fault. There goes fhe 
whofe hufband was banged: methinks I hear them 
crying fo already.” At which words fhe burft into 
tears. He could not then forbear chiding her for chis 
unneceflary concern on his account, and begged her 
not to trouble him any more. She anfwered with fome 
 fpirit: * On your account, and be d—d to you! No, 
* if the Gld cull of a juftice had not fent me hither, [ 
‘ believe it would have: been Jong enough before I 
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Iam committed for the f/ing-/ay{, man, .and we 
fhall be both aubbed together. I faith, my dear, 
it almoft makes me amends for being nubbed myfelf 
to have the pleafure of feeing thee nubbed too.’ * In- 
deed, my dear,’ anfwered Wild, * itis what I have 
long wifhed for thee; but 1 do not defire to bear 


* The cant word for hanging. + The gallows. } Picking 
pockets. 
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fhould have come hither to fee after you: d—n me, 
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‘ thee company, and [ have ftill hopes to have the 
‘ pleafure of feeing you go without me; at lealt [ 
‘ will have the pleaiure to be rid of you now,’ And 
fo faying, he feized her by the wait, and with ftrong” 
arm flung her ovt of the room; but not before fhe had 
with ner nails left a bloody memorial on his‘cheek : 
and thus this fond couple parted. 

Wild had fcarce recovered himiclf from the unea- 
finefs into which this unwelcome vilit, proceeding 
from the difagreeable fondnels of his wile, had thrown 
him, than the faithful Achates appeared. The pre- 
fence of this youth was indeed a cordial to his fpirits. 
He received him with open arms, and ‘exprefled the 
utmolt fatisfaction in the fidelity of his friendihip, 
which fo far exceeded the falhion of the times, and 
faid many things, which we have forgot, on the occa- 
fion; but we remember they all tended to the praife 
of Fireblood, whofe modetty, at length, put a ftop to 
the torrent of compliments, by afferting that he had 
done no more than his duty, and that he fiould have , 
detefted himfeif, could he have forfaken his friend in 
his adverfity : and after many proteftations, that he 
came the moment he heard of his misfortune, he afked 
him if he could be of any fervice. Wild anfwered, 
fince he had fo kindly propofed that queftion, he mutt 
fay he fhould be obliged to him, if be could Iend him 
afew guineas ; for that he was very /eedy. FirebJood 
‘replied, that he was greatly unhappy in not havirg it 
then in his power, adding many hearty oaths, that he 
had not a farthing of money in his pocket, which 
was, indeed, ftriétly true; for he had only a bank- 
note, which he had that evening purloined from a 
gentleman in the play-houfe paflage. He then alked 
for his wife, to whom, to fpeak truly, the vitit was 
intended, her confinement being the misfortune of 
“which he had juit heard; for, as for that of Mr wild 
himfelf, he bad known it from the Arft minute, with- 
out ever intending to trouble him with his company. 
Being informed-thevefore of the vifit which had lately 
happened, he reproved Wild for his cruel treatment 
of that vood creature; then taking as iadden a Jeave 
as he civilly could of the gentleman, he baltened 
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to- comfort his lady, wko received him with great 
kkindnefs. ‘ 
C H A P. Ut. 
Curicus atecdates relating to the hiffory of Newgate. 


PUN HERE refided in the caftle at the fame time 
with Mr Wild, one Roger Jchnfcn, a very 
creat Man, who had long been at the head of all 


? 
ra 


the Prigs in Newgate, and had raifed- contributions on | 


them. He ex:imined into the nature of their defence, 
procured and inftrudted their evidence, and made hime 
felf, at leaft in their epinion, fo neceflary to them, 
that the whole fate of Newgate feemed entirely to de- 
pend upon him. 

Wild had not been Jong in confinement before he 
degan to oppofe this man. He reprefented him to 
the Prigs as a fellow, who, uhder the plaufible pre- 
tence of affilting their caufes, was in reality under- 
mining THE Liperties oF Newcare. Heat firk 
threw ot certain fly hints and infinuations ; but hav- 
ing, by degrees, formed a party againft Roger, he one 


alay ailembled them together, and Jpoke to them in che 


following florid manner. 
‘ Friends and Fellow-citizens, 


‘ The caufe which | am to mention ‘te you this 
day, is of fuch mighty importance, that when I 
_confider my own fmall abilities, [ tremble with an 
apprehenfion, jeft your fafety may be rendered pre- 
carious by the weaknels of him who hath under- 
taken to reprefent to you your danger. Gentlemen, 
the liberty of Newgate is at ftake: your privileges 
have been long undermined, and are now openly 
violated by one man; by one who hath engroffed 
to hinfelf the whole condu& of your trials, under 
colour of which he exaéts what contributions on 
you he pleafes; bue are thofe fums appropriated 
to the ufes for which they are raifed ? Your frequent 
convictions at the Old Bailey, thofe depredations 
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‘the contrary. What evidence doth he ever produce 
“for thy pritoner, which the prifoner himfelf could 
‘not have provided, and often better inliructed? 
* How many noble youths have there been luit, when 
‘afingle 4:64 would have faved them! Should I be 
‘filenc, nay, could your own injuries want a tongue 
‘to remonitrate, the very breath, which by this ne- 
‘ glect hath been itopped at the Cheat, would cry out 
‘loudly againit him. Nor is the exorbitancy of his 
* plunders vifible only in the dreadtul conlequences 
‘it hath produced to the Prigs, nor glares it only in 
‘the miferies brought oo them: it blazes forth ia 
«the more dcfirable eifedts it hath wrought for hime 
‘{felf, in the rich perquilites acquired by it: witnefs 
“that filk night-gown, that robe of fhame, which, 
‘to his eternal difhonour, he publicly wears; that 
* gown, which [ will not {cruple to call the winding- 
‘ihect of the liberties of Newgate. Is there a Prig 
‘who hath the intereft and honour of Newgate to 


“little at heart, that he can refrain from biuihing 


“when he beholds that trophy, purchafed- with the 
‘breath of fo many Prigs! Nor is that all. His 
* wailtcoat embroidered with filk, and his velvet cap, 


_* bought with the fame price, are enirgns of the fame 


‘ difgrace. Some would think the rags which cover- 
“ed his nakednefs, when firft he was committed 
“ hither, well exchanged for that. gaudy trapping; 
* but in my eye, no exchange cau be profitable. when 
‘difhopour is the condition. If therefore, New- 
* gate—’, Here the only copy which we could pro- 
cure of this {peech breaks off abruptly; however, we 
can aflure the reader, from. very authentic informa. 
tion, that he concluded with adviling the Prigs to 
put their affairs into other hands. After which, one 
of his party, as had been before concerted, in a very 
ag tpeects recommended hin (Wild hinfelf) to their. 
choice. : 

Newgate was divided into parties-on this occafion; 
the Prigs on each fide reprefenting their chief or Great 
Man to be the only perfon by whom the affairs of 
Newgate could be managed with. fafety and advan 
tage. The Prigs had indeed very incompatible in- 
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tere(ts; for whereas the fupporters of Johnfon, who 
was in poficllion of the plunder of Newgate, were ade 
mitted to foe flare under their leader; fo the abet- 
tors of Wild, had, on his promotion, the fame views 
of cividiny fome part of the fpoil among themfelves. 
It is no wonder, therefore, they were. both fo warm on 
eich fide. ,.What muy feem more remarkable, was, 
that the debtors, who were entirely unconcerned in 
the difpute, and who were the deftined plunder of both 
parties, fhonuld intereft themfelves with the utmolt 
violence, fome on belialf of Wild, and others in fa- 
vour of Johnfon. So that all Newgate refounded 
with Witp for ever! Jounson for ever! And the 
poor debtors re echoed the liberties of Newgate! which, 
in the cant language, fignifies Plunder, as loudly as 
the thieves themielves. In fhort, fuch quarrels and 
animctitics happened between’ them, that they feemed 
rather the people of two countries long at war with 
each other, than the inhabitants of the fame caltle. — 

Wild’s party at length prevailed, and he fucceeded 
to the place and power of Johnfon, whom he prefently 
ftript of all his finery; but when it was propoted, that 
he fhould {cll it and divide the money for the good 
of the whole; he waved that motion, faying, it was 
not yet time, that he fhould find a better opportunity, 
that the cloaths wanted cleaning, with many other 
pretences, and, Within two days, to the furprile of 
many, he appeared in them himfelf;. for which he 
vcouchfated no other apology than that they fitted him 
much better than they did Johnion, and that they be- 
came him in a much more elegant manner. 

This behaviour in Wild greatly incenied the debt- 


ors, particularly thofe by whofe means he had been™ 


promoted, They grumbled ext tremely, and vented 
great indignation againft Wild; when cone day a very 
grave man, and one of much authority among them, 
Lelp; ake them as foliows: 

* Nothing fure can be more juftly ridiculous 
* than the condué of thofe, who fhould lay the 
‘lamb in the wolf’s way, and then fhould Jament 
* his being devoured. What a wolf is ina fheep- 
‘ fold, 
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* fold;.a great man is in fociety. Now, when one 
‘ wolf is in poileffion of a fheepfold, how little would. . 
“it awail the fimple flock to expel him,.and place. 
‘ another in his ftead? Of the fame benefit to us is 
“the overthrowing one Prig in favour of another. 
* And for what other advantage was-your ftruggle’?. 
¢ Did you not all know that Wild and. his followers 
«were Prigs, as well as Johnfon and his? What 
«then could the contention be among. fuch, but taat 
‘which you have now difcovered it to have been ?. 
* Perhaps fome would fay, Is it then our duty tamely. 
“to fubmit to the rapine of the Prig who now plun- 
« ders us, for fear of an- exchange? Surely no: but 
“J anfwer, It is better to fhike the plunder off that | 


‘to exchange the plunderer. And. by what means. 


* can we effect. this, but by a total change in oui 
‘ manners? Every Prig is a flave.. His own Prig- 
* gifh defives which enflave him, themfelves be- 
‘tray him to the tyranny of others. To. preferve, 
* therefore, the. liberty of Newgate, is to change the 
* manners of Newgate. Let us therefore who are: 
confined here for debt only, feparate ourfelves en~ 
‘ tirely. from the Prigs; neither drink. with them, 
“nor converfe with them. Let: us; at the fame 
“tune, feparate ourfelves farther from Prigpifin it--, 
‘ felf: inftead of. being ready, on- every opportunity, 
* to pillage each other, let us be contert with our. 
* honeft fhare. of: the common bounty, and with the 
*-acquifitton of our own: indultry. When: we fepa~ 
“rate from_the Prigs; Jet us enter into a-cloier aili- 
“ ance with one another. [.et us confider: ourfelves» 
* all as members. of: one community, to: the public . 
* good of which we afe to facrifice our private views ; 
“not to give up the interelt of the whole for every. 
« little pleafure or profit which fhall accrue to otir- 
* felves.. Liberty is confiftent with no degree of hu-- 
‘ nefty inferior to this, and the community where 
‘ this abounds, no Prig will have the inpudence or” 
“audacioufnefs to endeavour to enflave; or if he 
* fhould, his own. deften&ion would be the only cons 
‘ fequcnce of his attempt. Bit while one man pur-- 
* fues his’ ambition, another. his: intereft, another his: 
O- 3. * fafety.;. 
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fafety; while one hath a roguery (a Priggi/m they 


€ 

¢ here call it) to commtt, and another a ruguery to 
‘ defend, they mult naturally fly to the favour and 
« protection of thofe, who have power to give them 
© what they defire, and to defend them from what 
‘ they fear; nay, in this view it becomes their in- 
* tereft to promote this power in their patrons. Now, 
* gentlemen, when we are no longer Prigs, we thalf 
* no longer have thefe fears or thefe defires.. What 
* remains, therefore, for us, but to refolve bravely 
* to lay.afide our Priggi/m, our roguery, in ‘plainer 
‘ words, and prejerve our liberty, or to give up the 
¢ Jatter in the prefervation and preference of the for- 
« mer.” 

This fpeech was received with much applaufe ; 
however, Wild continued as before to levy contribu- 
tions among the prifoners, to apply the garnith to his 
own ufe, and to ftrut openly in the ornaments which 
he had ftript from Johnfon. To fpeak fincerely, 
there was more bravado than real ule or advantage 
in thefe trappings. As for the night-gown, its out- 
lide indeed made a glittering tinfel appearance, but 
it kept him not warm; nor could the finery of it do 
him much honour, fince every one knew it did not 
properly belong to him; as to the waiftcoat, it fitted 
him very ill, being infinitely too big for him-; and 
the cap was fo heavy, that it made his head ach. 
‘Thus thefe cloaths, which perhaps, (as they prefented 
the ideas of their mifery more fenfibly to the people’s 
eyes) brought him more envy, hatred, and detrattion, 
than all his-deeper impofittons and more real advan- 
tages; afforded very little ufe or honour to the wearer; 
nay, could fcarce ferve to amufe his own vanity, when 
this was cool enough to refle& with the leaft ferioul- 
nefs. And fhould | fpetk in the language of a man, 
who eftimated human happinefs without regard to 
that greatnefs, which we have {fo laborioufly endeavour- 
ed to paint in this hiltory, it ts probable he never 
took (i.e. robbed the prifoners of) a fhilling, which 
he himielf did not pay tco dear for. 
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C H A P. IV. 


The dead warrant arrives for Heartfree; on which oes 
cafton Wild betrays fome human weakne/s. 


HE dead warrant, as it is called, now came 

A down to Newgate for the execution of Heart+ 
free among the reit of the prifoners. And here the ~ 
reader mnit excufe us, who profeis to draw natural, | 
not perfeé&t charadters, and to record-the truths ot hi- 
ftory, not the extravagancies of romance, while we 
relatea weaknels in Wild, of which we are ourtelves 
atfiamed, and which we would willingly have con- 
cealed, could we have preierved, at the fame time, 
that ttriét attachment to truth and impartiality, which | 
we have proteffed in recording the annals of thie great 
mar. Know then, reader, that this dead-warrant 
did not affect Heartfree, who was to fuffer a thameful 
death by it, with half the concern it gave Wild, who 
had been the occafion of it. He had been a little 
firuck the day before, on feeing the children carried 
away in tears from their father. This fight broenghe 
the remembrance of fome flight injuries he hua done 
the father, to his mind, waich ke endeavoured, as 
much as poffible, to obliterate ; but when oné of the 
keepers (i fhould fay lieutenants of the caltle) repeat 
ed Heartfree’s name among thote of the maletactors 
_ who were to fufter within a few days, the blood for 
fook_ his countenance, and, in a cold ftill ftream, 
mov’d heavily to his heart, which had fcarce ttrength 
enough left to return it through his veins. In fhort, 
his body fo vifibly demonftrated the pangs of: his 
mind, that, to efcape obfervation, he retired to his 
room, where he fullenly gave vent to fuch bitter ago- 
nies, that even the injured Hearttree, had not the ap- 
prehenfion of what his wife had fuifered fhut every 
avenue of compaflion, would have pitied him. 

When his mind was thoroughly fatigned, and 
worn out with the horrors which the approaching fate 
of the poor wretch, who lay under a tentence which 
he had iniqnitoufly brought upon him, had fuggeited, 
fleep pronaiied him relief ; but this promife, was, oe ! 
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delufive. This certain friend to the tired hody is of- 
ten the fevereit enemy to the opprefled mind. So at 
leaft.it proved to Wild, adding vifionary to real hore 
rors, and tormenting his imagination with phantoms 
too dreadful to be deferibed. At length, ftarting 
from thefe vifions, he no fooner recovered his waking 
feunies, than he cry’d out: *1 may yet prevent this 
‘ cataftrophe. It is not too late. to difcover the 
‘ whole. He then paufed a moment: but greatnefs 
infantly returning to his afliftance, checked the bile 
thouyht as it firit offered itfelf to his mind. He then 
renioned thus cooly with. himfelf : ‘Shall I, like a 
¢ child, or a woman, or one of thofe mean wirerehea: 
whom I have always defpifed, be frightened by 
dreams and vifionary phantoms, to fully that ho- 


glorioufly maintained ! Shall I, to redeem the worth-. 
lefs life of. this filly fellow, fuffer my reputation to 
contract a ftain, which the blood. of millions cannot 
wipe away! Was it only that the few, the fimple 
| part of mankind, fhould eal] me a Rogue, perhaps 
I could fubmit ; but to’ be for ever contemptible to 
the Prics, as a wretch who wanted fpirit to exer 
cute my. undertaking, can never be digefted.. 
What is the hfe of a fingle man? Have not whole 
armies and nations been facrificed to the honour 
of One Great Man? Nay, to omit that firlk 
clafs of greatnefs, the conquerors of mankind, how 
often have numbers fallen by a fictitious plot, only 
to fatisfy the fpleen, or perhaps exercife the inge- 
nuity of a member of that fecond order of greate 
nefs, the Minefterial! What have 1 done then? 
Why, | have ruined a family, and brought an in. 

nocent man to the gallows. I pught rather to weep 
with Alexander, that | have ruined no more, thar 
to regret the little I have done.’ He at length, 

therefore, bravely refolved to confign over Hearuree 
to his fate, though it coft him more ftruggliv 3g thao 
may eafily be believed, utterly to, conquer his reiuc- 
tance, and to banifh away every degree of humanity 
from his mind, thele little al cf which compofed 
One 
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one of thofe weaknefles, which we lamented in the 
~ opening of our hiitory. 

But, in vindication of our hero, we mult beg leave 
to obferve, that nature is feldom fo kind as thofe 
writers who draw characters abfolutely perfe&. She 
feldom creates any man fo completely great, or com- 
pletely low, but that fome iparks of humanity will 
glimmer in the former, and fome fparks of what the 
vulgar call evil, will dart forth in the latter ; utterly 
to extinguifh which will give fome pain and uneafinefs. 
to both ; for, lapprehend, no mind was ever yet forms 
ed entirely free from blemifh, unlefs, peradventure, that 
of a fanctified hypocrite, whofe praifes fome well-fed 
flatterer hath gratefully thought proper to fing forth, 


CHAP, Y.«. 
Containing various matters. 


H E -day was now come when poor Heartfree 

was to fuffer'an ignaminious death. Friendly 

had, in the f{trongeft manner, confirmed his affurance 
of fulfilling His promife, of becoming a. father to one 
of his children, and a hufband to the other. This 
- gave him inexpretlible comfort, and he had, the even- 
ing before, taken his laft leave of the little wretches, 
with a tendernefs which drew ‘a tear from one of the 
keepers, joined to a magnanimity which would have 
plealed a ftoic. When he was.informed that the 
coach, which Friendly had provided for him, was 
ready, and that the reft of the prifoners were gone, 
he embraced that faithful friend with great paifion, 
and begged that he would leave him here ; but the other | 
defired leave to accompany him to his end; which 
at lait he was forced to comply with. And now he 
was proceeding towards the coach, when he found 
“his difficulties were not yet over; for now a friend 
arrived, of whom he was to take a harder and more 
tender Jeave than he had yet gone through. Thrs 
friend, reader, was no other than Mrs Heartfree 
herfelf, who ran to -him with a look all wild, ftaring 

and frantic, and, having reached his arms, fainted 

| : : away 
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away in them without uttering a fingle fyllable.. 
Heartfree was, with great difficulty, able to preferve 
his own fenfes in fuch a furprife at fuch a feafon. 
And indeed our gcod-natured reader will be rather 


inclined to with this miferable couple hady by dying — 


“in each other’s arms, put a final period to their woes 
than have furvived to talte thofe bitter moments 
which were to be their porticn, and which the ua- 
happy wife, foon recovering from the fhort intermif- 
fion of being, now began to fuffer. When fhe be- 
came firft miltrefs of her voice, fhe burft forth into 
the following accents: ‘OQ my hufbind !——Is this 
¢ the condition in. whieh I find you after our cruel. 
* feparation ! Who hath done this ? Cruel Heaven !: 


‘ What is the occafion? I know thou canft deferve: 


‘noill. Tell me, fomebody who can fpeak, while 


‘ LT have ‘my fenfes left to underftand, ——what ts the. 
‘ matter!’ At which words feveral laughed, and: 


one anfwered: * The matter! why no great matter. 
¢ ——The gentleman is not the firft, nor won't be the 
¢ fat: the worft of the matter is, that if we are to 


‘ ftay alkthe morning here, 1 fhall lofe my dinner.” 


Heartfree, paufing a moment, and recolledting him- 
felf, cry’d out: ‘I will bear all witlr patience’ And 
then, addrefling himfelf to the commanding officer, 
egged he might only have a few minutes by himfelé 
with his wife, whom he had not feen before, fince his 
misfortunes. The great man anfwered: ‘* He had 
* compafion on him, and would do more than he 
* conld anfwer ; but he fuppofed he was too much a 
‘ ge not to know that fomething was due 
‘for fuch civility.” On tins hint, Friendly, who 
was himfelf half dead, pulled five guineas out of his 
pocket; which the great man took, and {aid, he 
would be fo generous to give him: ten- minutes; on 
which one obferved, that many a gentleman had 
bought ten minutes. with a woman dearer, and many 
other facetious remarks were-made, unneeeffary to 
be hererelated. Heartfree was now fuffered to retire 
_ into a room with his wife, the commander informing 
hin at his entrance, that he muft be expeditious, for 


that the reft of the good company would be at the — 
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tree before him, and he fuppofed he was a gentleman 
-of too much breeding to make them wait. 

This tender wretched couple were now retired for | 
thefe few minutes, which the comminder without 
carefujly meafured with his watch; and Heartfree 
‘was multering all his refolution to part with what his 
foul fo ardently doated on, and to cchjure her to fup- 
port his lofs for the fake of her.poor infants, and to 
comfort her with the promife of Friendly on their ac- 
count; butall his detign was fruftrated. Mrs Heart- 
free could not fupport the fhock, but again fainted 
‘away, and fo entirely loft every {ymptom of life, that 
Heartfree called vehemently for afliltance. Friendly 
tulhed firft into the room, and was foon followed by 
many others, and, what was remarkable, one who 
had unmoved beheld the tender {cene between thefe 
parting lovers, was touched to the quick by the pale 
Jooks of the woman, and ran up and down for water, 
drops, &c. with the wtmoft hurry and confufion. 
The ten minutes were expired, which the commander 
now hinted; and feeing nothing’offered for the re- 
newal of the term (for indeed Friendly had unhap- 
pily emptied his pockets) he began to grow very im- 
portunate, and at -laft told Heartfree, He /hould be 
iafhamed not to at more like a man. Heartfree begged 
his pardon, and fad, he would make him wait no 
Jonger. “Fhen, with the deepeft figh, cry’d: ‘ O 
“my angel!’ and embracing his wife with the ut- 
moft .eagernefs, kifled her pale lips with more fre 
vency than ever bridegroom did the bluthing cheeks 
of his bride; he then: cry’d: ‘ The Almigh y 
“bles thee, and, if it be his pleafure, reftore tire 
“© to life; df not, 1 befeech him we may prefently 
‘* meet again in a better world than this.’ He was 
breaking from her, when, perceiving her fenies re- 
turning, he could not forbear renewing his embrace, 
and again prefling her lips, which now recovered life 
and warmth fo fait, that he. begged one ten minutes 
more to tell her what her {woonmg had prevented 
ther hearing. The worthy: commander, being per- 
haps, a little touched at this tender fcene, took 
Friendly afide, and afked hiay what he would gives 
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if he would fuffer his friend to remain half an hour? 
Friendly anfwered, any thing; that he had no more 
money in his pocket, but he would certainly pay him 
that afternoon._ * Well then, I'll be moderate,’ faid 
he,—* Twenty guineas.’—-Friendly anfwered, ‘ Itisa 
‘ bargain.” The commander, having exacted a firm 
- promife, cry’d, ‘ Then [ don’t care if they tay a 
‘ whole hour together; for what fignifies hiding gaod 
* news? The geritleman is reprieved ——--. ;’ of 
avhich he-had jult betore received notice in a whifper. 
It would be very impertinent to offer at a defcription 
of the joy this occafioned to the two friends, or to 
Mrs Heartfree, who was now again recovered. A 
furgeon, who was happily prefent, was employed to 


bleed them all. After which the commander, who | 


had his promife of the. money again confirmed to him, 
wifhed Heartfree joy, and, fhaking him very friendly 
by the hands, cleared the room of all the'company, 
and left the three friends together. 


C H A P. VI. . 
In which the foregoing happy incident is accounted for. 


TD UT here, though I am convinced my goods 

natured reader may almoft want the furgeon’s 
alfiftance alfo, and that there is no paflage in this 
whole ftory, which can afford him equal delight; 
yet, left our reprieve fhould feem to refemble that ia 
the Beggar’s Opera, 1 fhall endeavour to fhew him, 
that this incident, which 1s undoubtedly true, is at 
Jeaft as natural as delightful; for, we affure him, we 
would rather have fuffered half mankind to be hanged, 


than have faved ore contrary to the ftrideft rules of | 


writing and probability. 

Be it known then (a circumftance which I think 
highly credible) that the great Fireblood had been, 
a few davs before, taken in the fa& of ‘a robbery, 
and carried before the fame jultice of peace, who had, 
on his evidence, committed ‘ieartfree to prifon. 
This magiftrate, who did indeed no fmall honour to 
the commiffion he bore, duly confidered the weighty 
charge committed to him, by which he was aaa 
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‘with decifions affeGting the lives, liberties. and pro- 
perties of his countrymen: he therefore examined al- 
ways with the utmoft diligence and caution into 
every minute circumitance. And, as he hada good 
deal balanced, even when he committed Hearttree, 
on the excellent charaéter given him by Friendly and 
the maid; and, as he was much itaggered on finding 
that of the two perfons, on whofe evidence alone 
-Heartfree had been committed, and had becn fince cone 
victed, one, was in Newgate for a felony, and the 


‘other was now brought before him for a robbery, he 


thought proper to put the matter very homme to Fire- 
blood at this time. The young Achates was taken, 


as we have faid, in the fa@; fo that denial, he faw, 


was in vain. He, therefore honeftly confefled what 
he knew muft be proved; and defired, on the merit 
of the difcoveries he made, to be admitted as an evi+ 


dence againft his accomplices.. This afforded the 
-happieft opportunity to the juftice, to fatisfy his cone 
fcience in relation to Heartfree. He told Fireblood, 
‘that if he expefted the favour he folicited, it mutt 


be on condition, that he revealed the whole truth 


given againft a bankn 
{lances had induced a 


{fpicion of; that he might 
depend on it, the truth. 


uld be difcovered by other 
means, and gave fome §blique hints (a deceit en- 
tirely juftifiable) that Wi ¢ himfelf had offered fuch 
adifcovery. The very mention of Wild’s name im- 
mediately alarmed Fireblood, who did not in the 
Jeaft doubt the readinefs of that Grear Man to 


hang any of_the gang, when his own intereft feemed 


to require it. He therefore hefitated not a moments 
but, having obtained a promife from the juftice, that 


he thould be accepted as an evidence, he difcovered 


the whole falfhuod, and declared that he had been fe- 
duced by Wild to depofe as he had done. 

The jutice having thus luckily and timely difco- 
vered this {cene of villainy, alias greatnefs, Jo not a 
Moment in ufing hts utmolt endeavours to get the cafe 
of that unhappy convia reprefented to the fovereign . 


‘who immediately granted him that gracious reprieve 
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which canfed fuch happinefs to the perfons concerned; 
and which, we hope, we have now accounted for to 
the fatisfaction of the reader. 

The good magiltrate having obtained this reprieve 
for Hearifree, thought it incumbent on him to vifit 
him in the prifon, and to found, if poffible, the depth 
of this affair, that if he fhould appear as innocent, 
as he now began to conceive him, he might ufe all 
imsagtwable methods to obtain his pardon and enlarge- 
soent. 

The next day therefore, after that when the mifer- 
able fcene above defcribed had paffed, he went to 
Newgate, where he found thofe three perfons, namely 
Heartfree, his wife, and Friendly, fitting together. 
"Lhe juftice informed the prifoner of the confetlion of 
Fireblood, with the Reps which he had taken upon 
it. The reader will eafily conceive the many outward 
thanks as well as inward gratitude which. he received 
from all three; but thofe were. of very little confe- 
quence to him, compercd with the fecret fatisfaion 
he felt in his mind, from reflecting on the preferva- 
tion of innocence, as he foon after very clearly per- 
ceived was the cafe. 

When he entered the room, Mrs Heartfree was 
fpeaking with fome earneftnefs: as he perceived, 
therefore, he had interrupted her, he begged the 
would continue her difcourfe, which, if he prevented 
by his prefence, be defired to depart; but Heartfree 
would not futfer it. He faid, the had been relating 
fome adventures, which, perhaps, might entertain 
“him to hear, and which fhe the rather defired he would 

hear, as they might ferve to illuftrate the foundation 


on which this falfhood had been built, which had- 


brought on her hufband all his misfortunes. 

The juftice very gladly confented, and Mrs Heart- 
free, at her hufband’s defire, began the relation from 
the firft renewal of Wild’s acquaintance with him; 
' but, though this recapitulation was neceflary for the 
information ef our good magiftrate, as it would be 
ufelefs, and perhaps, tedious to the reader, we fhall 
only repeat that part of her ftory to which he is only 
a firanger, beginning with what happened to her aa 
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Wild had been turned adrift in the boat, by the cap- 
tain of the French privateer. 


C H A P. VIL 
Mrs Heartfree relates her adventures, 


RS Heartfree proceeded thus: * The vengeance 
‘ which the French captain exacted on that 
‘villain (our hero) perfuaded me, that [ was fallen 
‘into the hands of a man of honour and juttice ; 
‘nor, indeed, was it poffible for any perfon to be 
‘treated with more relfpect and civility than [ now 
‘was: but if this could not mitigate my- forrows, 
when | refleéted on the condition in which T had 
been betrayed to leave all that was dear to me, 
much lefs could it produce fuch an effect, when [ dif- 
covered, as | foon did, that I owed it chiefly to a 
paflion which threatened me with great uncafinefs, 
as it quickly appeared to be very violent, and as i 
was abfohutely in the power of the perfon who pof- 
felled it, or was rather poffcfled by it. I-muft,° 
however, do him the juttice to fay, my fears carried 
my fulpicions farther than I afterwards found I had 
any reafon to carry them: he did, indeed, very 
foon acquaint me with his paffion, and ufed all thofe 
gentle methods, which frequently tucceed with our 
fex, to prevail with me to gratify it; but never once 
threatened, nor had the leaft recourie to force. He 
did not even once infinuate to me, that I was totally 
ia his power, which I myfelf fufficiently faw, and | 
whence I drew the moft dreadful apprehenfions, 
well ‘knowing, that as there are fome, difpofitions 
fo brutal, that cruelty adds a zef{ and favour to 
their pleafures; fo there are others whofe gentler 
inclinations are better gratified, when they win us 
by fofter methods to comply with their defires; yet’ 
that even thefe may be often compelled by an un- 
ruly paffion to have recourfe at laft to the means of 
violence, when they defpair. of fuccefs from per- 
fuafion; but I was happily the captive of a better 
man. My conqueror was one of thofe over whom 
vice hath a limited jurifdicion, and tho’ he was too 
Po 2. ‘ eafily 
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‘ eafily prevailed on to fin, he was proof againft any 


* temptation to villamy. 

‘ We had been two days almoft totally becalmed, 
* when a brifk gale rifing, as we were in fight of 
‘ Dunkirk, we faw a veflel making full fail towards 
‘us. The captain of the privateer was fo ftrong, 
« that he apprehended no danger but from a man of 
* war, which the failors difcerned this not to be, 
* Hethefefore ftruck his colours, and furled his fails 
‘as much as peflible, in order to he by and expe& 
‘ her, hoping the might be a prize.” (Here Heart- 
free {miling, his wife itopped and enquired the caufe. 


He told her, it was from her ufing the fea-terms fo~ 


aptly : fhe laughed, and anfwered, he would wonder 
Jefs at this, when he heard the long time the had been 
oa board: and then proceeded.) * This vefiel now. 
‘€ came along: fide of os, and hailed us, having per- 
© ceived that, on which we were aboard, to be of. 
* her own country: they begged us not to put into 
¢ Donkirk, but to accompany them in tQeir purluit 
‘ of a large Englifh merchant-man, whom we thould 
“ eafily overtake, and both together as eafily con- 
‘© Quer, Our captain immediately confented to this 
"* propofition, and ordered all his fail to be crowded, 
‘ This was molt unwelcome news to me; however,. 
© he comforted me all he could, by affuring me, I had 


* nothing to fear, that he would be fo far trom offer-. 


“* ring the leaft rudenefs to me himfelf, that he would 
* at the hazard of his life protect me from it. This 
¢ affurance gave me all the confolation, which my 
*© prefent circumftances, and .the dreadful apprehen- 
“fions I had on your dear account, would admit’. 
(At which words the tendereft glances pafled on both 
fides between the hufband and wife.) 
‘ We failed near twelve hours, when we came in 
“© fight of the fhip we were in purfuit of, and which 
*¢ we fhould probably have focn come up with had 
* not a very thick mift ravifhed her from our eyes 
« This mift continued feveral hours, and when it 
* cleared up we difcovered our companion qt a great 
‘ diftance from us; but what gave us (I mean the 
“ captain and his crew) the greateit uncafineds, a 
screen eae s the 
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‘the fight of a very large fhip within a mile of us, 
‘which prefently faluted us with a gun, and now. 
‘ appeared to be a third rate Englifh man of war. 
‘Qur captain declared the impoflibility of either 
‘ fighting or efcaping, and accordingly {truck, with- 
* out waiting for the broadfide which was preparing 
“for us, and which perhaps would have prevented 
‘me from the happinefs 1 now enjoy”. ‘This occa- 
fioned Heartfree to change colour; his wife therefore 
patled haftily to circumftances of a more {miling com- 
plexion. 
‘I greatly rejoiced at this event, as I thought ie 
* would not only reitore me to the fafe polfeilion of my 
‘ jewels, but to what I valued beyond all the treafure 
‘in the univerfe. My expectation, however, of both 
thefe was fomewhat croffed for the prefert: As to 
the former, I was told, they fhould be carefully 
preferved; but that I mult prove my right to them 
before I could expeét their reftoration; which, if_ 
I miltake not, the captain did not very eagerly de- 
fire { fhould be able to accomplifh: And as to the 
latter, { was acquainted, that { fhould be put on 
board the firft fhip, which they met on her way to 
Englands but that they were proceeding to the 
Weit-Indies, . 
‘ | had- not been long on board the man of war, © 
before I difcovered juft reafon rather to lament. 
than rejoice at the exchange of my captivity (for 
fuch I concluded my prefent fituation to be.) I had 
now another lover in the captain of this Englith- 
man, and. much rougher and lefs gallant than the 
Frenchman had been. He ufed me with fcarce’ 
common civility, as indeed he fhewed very little. 
to any other perfon, treating his officers little better 
than a man of no great good-breeding would exert 
to his meaneft fervant, and that teo on fome very ir- 
ritatifig provocation. As for me, he addreffed me 
with the infolence of a Bafha to a Circaflian flave ; 
he talked to me with the loofe licence in which the 
moft profligate libertines converfe with harlots, and’ 
* which women abandoned only in a moderate degree 
- © deteft and abbor, He often kifled me with very © 
P 3 *-rude 
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« rude familiarity, and one day attempted further 
* brutality, when a gentleman on board, and who 
* was in my fituation, that is, had been taken by a 


* privateer and was retaken, refcued me from his | 


* hands; for which the captain confined him, though 
‘ he was not under his command, two days in irons; 
« when he was releaied (for I was not fuffered to vifit 
* him in his confinement) I went to him and thanked 
¢« him with the utmoft acknowledgment, for what he 
* had done and fuflered on my account. The gen .- 
* man behaved to me in the handfomeft manner on 
this occafion; told me, he was afhamed of the high 
fenfe | feemed to entertain of {fo {mall an obligation, 
of an aétion to which his duty as a Chriftian, and 


time I hved with great familiarity with this man, 
whom I~regarded as my protector, which he pro- 
feffled himfelf ready to be on all occafions, expref- 
fing the utmoft abhorrence of the captain’s brutality, 
efpecially that fhewn towards me, and the tender- 
nefs of a parent for the prefervation of my virtue, 
for which I was not myfelf more follicitous than he 
appeared. He was, indeed, the only man | had 
hitherto met, fince my unhappy departure, who 
did not endeavour by all his looks, words, and 
actions, to affure me, he had a liking to my un- 
fortunate perfon. The reft feeming defirous of fa- 
crificing the little beauty they complimented, to 
their detires, without the lealt confideration of the 
ruin, which I earneftly reprefented to them, they 
were attempting to bring on me and on my future 
repofe. 

‘ I now paffed ieveral days pretty free from the 
captain’s moleftation, till one fatal night.’ Here 
perceiving Heartfree grew pale, fhe comforted him 
by an aflurance, that Heaven had preferved her chatti- 
ty, and again had reftored her unfullied to his arms. 
She continued thus: * Perhaps I gave it a wrong 
‘ epithet in the word fatal; but a wretched. night, 
* 1am fure I may call it, for 3 jn0 woman, who came 
© off victorious, was, i Geline. ever in greater, dan- 
S.ger, One night, I se having drank his Rati 
ho as 


@a 


his honour as a man, obliged him. From this ~ 


-Ms-JONATHAN WIELD. 183 


‘high with punch, in company with the purfer, who 
‘ was the only man in the thip he admitted to his 
* table, the captain fent for me into his cabin; whi- 
‘ ther, tho’ unwilling, I was obliged to go. We 
‘ were no fooner alone together, than he feized me 
‘ by the hand, and after aflronting my ears with | 
difcourfe. which I am unable to repeat, he fwore @ - 
great oath, that his paflion was to be dallicd with 
no longer, that I mult not expect to treat him in 
the manner, to which a fet of blockhead land-men 
fubmitted. None of your coquet airs, thereforey 
with me, madam, faid he, for [ am reiolved to 
have you this night. No ftruggling nor fquawl- 
ng: for both will be impertinent. The firit man 
who offers to come in here, 1 will have his fkin 
flea’d off at the gangway. He then attempted to 
pull me violently towards his bed. I threw mytelf 
on my knees, and with tears and intreaties bee 
fought his compaffion; but this was, | found, to 
no purpofe: | then had recourfe to threats, and 
endeavoured to frighten him with the confequence; 
but neither had this, tho’ it feemed to ftagger him 
more than the other method, {fufficient force to 
deliver me. At laft, a ftratagem came into my 
head, of which my perceiving him reel, gave me 
the firft hint. . Il intreated a moment’s reprieve only, 
when, colleéing all the fpirits I could muftr, I 
put ona conitrained air of gaiety, and told him 
‘ with an affected laugh, he was the roughett lover 
* I had ever met with, and that I believed I was the 
*, firft woman he had ever paid his addreffes to. d= 
“. dreffes, faid he, d—n your addreffes, I want™ to un~ 
‘ drefs you. 1 then begged him to let us drink fome 
* punch together; for that I loved a cann as well as 
‘ himfelf, and never would grant the favour to any 
* man till I had drank a hearty glafs with him. Os 
*’ faid he, if that be all, you fhall have punch enough 
* to drown yourfelf in. At which words he rung the 
* bell, and ordered in a gallon of that liquor. 1 was 
‘in the mean time obliged to fuffer his naufeous: 
‘ kifles, and fome rudeneifes which I had great dif- 
‘ ficulty to reftrain within moderate bounds. ve 
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the punch came in, he took up the bowl and drank 
my health otentatiqufly, in fuch a quantity, that 
it confiderably advanced my fcheme: I followed 
him with bumpers, as faft as poflible, and was my- 
felf obliged to drink fo much, that at another time 
it would have ttaggered my own rea(fon, but at pre- 
fent it did not affect me. At length, perceiving 
him very far gone, [ watched an opportunity, 
and ran out of the cabin, refolving to teek protec- 
tion of the fea, if I could find no other: but Hea- 
ven wag now gracioufly pleafed to relieve me; for 
in his attempt to purfue me, he reeled backwards, 
and falling down the cabbin ftairs, he diflocated 
his fhoulder, and fo bruifed himfelf that I was not 
only preferved that night from any danger of ‘my’ 
-intended ravilher; .but the accident threw him into 
a fever which endangered his life, and whether 
he ever recovered or no, I am not certain; for, 
during his delirious fits, the eldeft lieutenant com- 
manded the thip. This was a virtuous and a 
brave fellow, who had been twenty-five years in © 
that poft without being able to obtain a thip, and 
had feen feveral boys, the baftards of noblemen, 
put over his head. One day, while the fthip re- 
mained under his command, an Englith veifel 
bound to Corke, pafled by; -myfelf and my friend, 
who had formerly lain two days in irons on my 
account, went on board this fhip, with the leave 
of the good heutenant, who made us fuch prefents’ 
as he was able of provifions, and congratulating’ 
me on my delivery from a danger to which none 
of the fhip’s crew had been ftrangers, he kindly 
_wilhed us both a fafe voyage.’ 


C H A P. VIII. 
In which Mrs Heartfree coutinues the relation of her 


a | 


| adventures. 
: HE firft evening after we were aboard this 
: vellel, which was a brigantine, we being 


* then at no very great diftance trom the Madeiras, 
* the molt violent term arofe from the north- welt, in 
: © which 
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which we prefently loft both our mafts ; and indeed’ 
death now prefented itfelf as inevitable to us E 
need not tell my Tommy what were then my 
thoughts, Our danger was fo great, that the cap- 
tain of the (hip, a profeiled atheilt, betook him- 
felf to prayers, and the whole crew, abandoning 
themfelves for loft, fell with the utmolt eagernets 
to the emptying a cafk of brandy, not one drop of 
which, they twore, fhould be polluted with fale 
water. 1 obferved here my old friend difplaved 
lefs courage than | expected trom him. He fecined 
entirely {wallowed up in deipair. But, Heaven 
be praifed! we were all at lait preferved.. The 
itorm, afier above eleven hours continuance, be- 
gan to abate, and by degrees entirely cealed; bute 
left us {til roliing at the mercy cf the waves, whicht 
carried us at their own pleafure to the fouth calt, | 
a valt number of leagues. Our crew were ai] dead’ 
drunk with the brandy which they bad taken fuch 
care to preferve from the fea; but, indeed, had, 
they been awake, their labour would have been of 
very little fervice, as we had loit all our rigging; 
our brigantine being reduced toa naked hulk only>: 
In this condition we floated above thirty hours, tilk 
in the midit of a very dark night we ipied a light 
which feeming to approach us, grew fo large, that 
our fatlors concluded it to be the lanthurn of a 
man of war; but when we were cheering ourfelvey 
with the hopes of our deliverance from this wretch- 
ed fituation, on a fudden, to our great concern,t he 
_ light entirely difappeared, and Jett us in a defpair, 
encreafed by the remembrance of thofe pleafing 
imaginations with which we had entertained our 
minds during its appearance. The reft of the 
night we pafled in melancholy conjectures on the 
- light which had deferted us, which the major part 
_of the failors concluded to be a meteor. In this 
‘diftrefs we had one comfort, which .was a plentiful 
Rore of provifion: this fo fupported the fpirits of 
the failors, that they declared, had they but a 
“* fufficient quantity of brandy, they cared not whe- 
* ther they faw landfor a month to came+ ae = 
eee * deed, 
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deed, we were much nearer it than we imagined, 
as we perceived at break of day.: one of the molt 
knowing of the crew declared we were near the 
continent of Africa; but when we were within 
three leagues of it, a fecond violent ftorm arofe 
from the north, fo that we again gave over all hopes 
of fafety, This ftorm was not quite fo outrageous 
as the former, but of much longer continuance, 
for it laited near three days; and drove us an 1m- 
menfe number of leagues to the fouth.. We were 
within a league of the fhore. expecting every mo- 
ment our fhip to be dafhed to pieces, when the 
tempelt ceafed all of a fadden; but the waves ftill 
continued to roll like mountains, and before the 
fea recovered its calm motion, our thip was thrown 
* fo near the land, that the captain ordered out his 
© boat, declaring he had fcarce any hopes of faving 
* her; and indeed we had not quitted her many 
‘ minutes, before we faw the juftnefs of his appre- 
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-€ henfions; for fhe ftruck ayainft a rock, and ime 


‘ mediately funk. The behaviour of the failors on 
‘ this occafion very much affected me: they beheld 
‘ their fhip perifh with the tenderneis of a lover or 
‘ a parent, they fpoke of her as the fondeft hufband 
¢ would of his wife; and many of them, who feemed 
* to have uo tears in their compofition, thed them 
* plentifully at her finkiug. The captain himfelf 
‘ cried out, § Go thy way, charming Molly, the fea 
«< never devoured a lovelier morfel. If I have fifty 
<¢ veflels, I fhall never love another like thee. Poor 
¢ flut? I thallremember thee to my dyingday !’—Well, 
¢ the boat now conveyed us all fafe to fhore, where 
* we landed with very little difichlty. It was now 
, € about noon, and the rays of the fun, which de- 
© fcended almoft perpendicular on our heads, were ex- 
* tremely hot and troublefame. However, we travelled 
‘ through this extreme heat about five miles over a 
* plain. This brought us to a vaft wood, which ex- 
© tended itfelf as.far as we could fee both to the 
‘ right and Jeft, and feemed to me to put an en- 
* tire end to our progrefs. Here we decreed to reft, 
* and dine on the provifion which we had brought 
‘ from 
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from the fhip, of which we had fufficient for very 
few meals; our boat being fo overloaded with peo- 


ple, that we had very little room for luggage of 


any kind. Our repaft was falt pork broiled, which 
the keennefs of hunger made fo delicious to my 
comp4inions, that they fed very heartily upon it. 
As for nyfelf, the fatigue of my body, and the 
vexation of my mind, had fo thoroughly weakned 

me, that I was almoft entirely deprived of appetite: 
and the utmolt dexterity of the moft accomplilhéd 
French cook would have been ineffectual, had he 


endeavoured to tempt me with delicacies. } thought 


myfelf very little a gainer by my late efcape from 
the tempeft, by which I feemed only to have ex- 
changed the element in which I was prefently to 
die. When our company had fufficiently, and in- 
deed very plentifully, featted themfelves, they- re 
folved to enter the wood, and endeavour to pafs 
it, in’ expectation of finding fome inhabitants, at 
leaft fome provifion, We proceeded therefore in 
the following order ; one man in the front with a 
hatchet to clear our way, and two others followed 
him with guns to protect the reft from wild beafls : 

then walked the reft of our company, and laft of ail 
the captain himfelf, being armed likewile, with a 

gun to defend us from any attack behind, in the . 
rear, I think you call it. . And thus our whole 
company, being fourteen in number, travelled on 

till night overtook us, without feeing any thing un- 
lefsatew birds, and fome very infignificant animals. 
We refted all night under the covert of fome trecs, 
and indeed we very little wanted fhelter at that 
feafon, the heat in the day being the only incle- 
mency we had to ccmbat with in this climate. I 
cannot help telling you, my old friend lay ftill near- 
eft to me on the ground, and declared he would be 
my protector fhould any of the failors offer rudeneis; 
but I can acquit them of any fuch attempt ; nor.w:s 
! ever affronted by any one, mure than witha coar e 
expreffion, proceeding rather from the roughneis ai.d 


‘ignorance of their education, than from any aban- 


d 


doned principle or want of humanity. 
3 2 ‘We 
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‘ We had now proceeded very tittle way on our 
next day’s march, when one of the: failors having 
fkipt nimbly up a hill, with the affifiance of a {peak- 
ing trumpet informed us, that he faw a town a very 
little way, off. This news fo cémforted me, and 
gave me fuch ftrength, as well as fpirits, that, 
with the help of my old friend, and another, who 
futfered me to lean on them, J, with much difficulty, 
attained the fummit; but was fo absolutely overcome 
in climbing it, that J had no longer fufficient ftrength 
to fupport my tottering limbs, and was obliged to 


lay myfelf again on the ground ; nor ceuld they. 


prevail on me to undertake defcending through a very 
thick wood into a plain, at the end of which indeed 
appeared fome houfes or rather huts, but at a much 
greater diftance than the failor had affured us ;_ the 
little way, as he had called it, feeming to me full 
twenty miles, nor was it, I believe, much lefs. 


C H A P. IX. 
_ Containing incidents very furprifing. 


. 3 ae 
HE captain declared, he would, without de- 
lay, proceed to the town before him: in 

which refolution he was feconded by all the crew; 
but when I could n+ be perfuaded, nor was I able 
to travel any further before I had refted mayfelf, 
my old friend protefted he would not leave me, but 
would ftay behind as my guard; and, when I had 
refrefhed myfelf with a little repofe, he would attend 
me to the town, which the captain promifed he would 
not Jeave, before he hid feen us. 

‘ They were no fooner departed than (having firf 

thanked my protector for his care of me) I refign- 

ed myfelf to fleep, which immediately. clofed my 
eyelids, and would probably have detained me ve- 
ry long in his gentle dominion, had I not been 
awaked with a fqueeze by the hand by my guard; 
which [ at firft thought intended to alarm me with 
the danger of fome wild beaft ; but I foon perceiv- 
ed it arofe from a fofier motive, and that a gentle 
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¢ fain: was the only wild beaft I had to apprehend. 
- € He began now to difclofe his paffion in the ftrangeft 
‘ manner tmaginable, indeed with a warmth rather 
¢ beyond that of both my former lovers ; but as yet 
‘ without any attempt of abfolute foree. On ny 
* fide remonftrances were made in more bitter exe 
* clamations and revilings than I had ufed to any, 
‘that villain Wild excepted. J told him, he was 
* the bafeft and moft treacherous wretch alive; that 
* his having cloaked his iniquitous defigns under the 
* appearance of virtue and friendfhip, added in- 
‘ effable degree of horror to them; that I detefted 
~©bim of all mankind the mott, and, . -could I be 
‘brought to yield to proftitution, he thould be the © 
* Jaft to enjoy the ruins of my honour. He fuffered 
* himfelf not to be provoked by this language, but. 
only changed his method of folicitation from flats 
tery to bribery. He unript the lining of his waifts — 
coat, and pulled forth feveral jewels ; *thele, he faid, 
he had preferved from infinite danger to the happieft 
purpofe, if I could be won by them. [ rejected 
them often with the utmoft indignation, till at laft, 
cafting my eye, rather by accident than’ defign, 
on a diamond necklace, a thought, like lightning, 
fhot through my mind, and, in an_ inftant, I re- 
membered, that this was the very necklace you had 
fold the curfed Count, the caufe of aJl our misfor- - 
tunes. The confufion of ideas, into which this - 
furprife hurried. me, prevented my reflectihg on. - 
the villain who then ftood before me; but the firit 
recofle&ion prefently told me, it could be no other 
than the Count himfelf, the wicked tool of Wild’s 
barbarity. Good Heavens ! what was then my con+ 
dition ! How fhall I defcribe the tumult of paffions 
which then laboured in my breaft ! However, as E 
was happily unknown to him, the leait fufbicion 
dn his fide was altogether impoflible. He imputed, 
therefore, the eagernefs with which J gazed ‘on the 
jewels, to a very wrong caute, and endeavoured . 
to put as much additional fottnefs into his conn- 
tenance as he was able. My fears were a little quieted, 
and I was refolved to be very liberal of promifes, 
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« and hoped fo thoroughly to perfuade him of my 
‘ venality, that he might; without any doubt, be 
‘ drawn in to wait the captain and crew’s return, 
¢ who would, I was very certain, not only preferve 
« me from his violence, but fecure the reftoration of- 
¢ what you had been fo cruelly robbed of. But,’ alas !: 
¢ [ was miftaken’ Mrs Heartfree again perceiving 
fymptoms of the utmolt difquietude in_her hufband’s 
countenance, cry’d out; * My dear, don’t you ap- 
¢ prehend any hardi-=<= Bur, to deliver you as foon 
as poffible from your anxiety. When he perceived 
I declined the warmth of his addréfles, he begged 
me to-confider ; he changed at once his voice and 
features, and, tA a very different tone from 
what he had hitherto affected, he fwore.I fhould 


had kindly thrown an opportuuity in his way, 
which he was refolved not foolifhly to lofe; and 
concluded with a violent oath, that he was deter. 
mined to enjoy me that moment; and, therefore, ! 
knew the confequence of refiftance. He then caught 
me in his.arms, and began fuch rude attempts, 
that [ fcreamed ont with all the force I could, the’ 
I had fo little hopes of being refcued, when there 
fuddenly rufhed forth from a thicket, a creature; 
which, at his firft appearance, and in. the hurry of 
fpirits I then was, { did not take for a man; but. 
indeed, had he been the fierceft of wild bealts, I 
fhould have rejoiced at his devouring us both. I 
fcarce perceived he had a mufket in his hand, 
before he ftruck my ravifher fuch a blow with.it, 
that he felled him at my feet. He then advanced 
with a gentle air towards me, and told me in French, 
he was extremely glad he had been luckily prefent 
to my afliftance. He was naked, except his middle 
and his feet, rf [ can call a body fo which was 
covered with hair almoft equal to any beaft what- 
ever. Indeed his appearance was fo horrid in my 
eyes, that the friendthip he had fhewn me, as well 
as his courteous behaviour, could not entirely re- 
amove the dread 1 had conceived from. his figure. 
I believe he faw this very vifibly; for he begged me 

* not. 
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‘not to be frightened, fince whatever accident had 
¢ brought me thither, I fhould have reafon to thank 
‘ Heaven for meeting him, at whofe hands I might 
‘ aflure mytfelf of the utmoft civility and protection, 
‘Inthe midft of all this confternation, [ had fpirits 


* enough to take up the cafket of jewels, which the 


‘ villain, in falling, had dropt out of his hands, and_ 
‘ conveyed it into my pocket. My deliverer telling 
‘ me, that I feemed extremely weak and faint, defired 
* me to refrefh myfelf at his little hut, which, he faid, 
‘ was hard by. If his denteanour had been lefs kind 
‘ and obliging, my defperate fituation mult have lent 
*‘ me confidence; for fure the alternative could not - 
* be doubtful, whether I fthould rather truft this man, 
‘ who, notwithftanding his favage outfide, exprefled fo 
* much devotion to ferve me, which at fealt I was not 

certain -of the falfhood of, or fhould abide with one 

whom I fo perfectly well knew to be an accomplithed 

villain. I, therefore, committed myfelf to his guid. 


him-to have compaffion on my innocence, which. 

was abfobutely in his power. He faid, the treat- 
* ment he had been witnefs of, which, he fuppofed, 
* wasffrom one who had broken his truft towards me, 
* fufficiently juftified my fufpicion; but begged me to 
‘ dry my eyes, and he would foon convince me, that 
‘ Iwas with a man of ditferent fentiments. The kind 
* accents which accompanied thefe words, gave me 
‘ fome comfort, which was aflifted by the re-poiletlion 
* of our jewels by an accident fo ttrongly favouring 
* of the difpofition of Providence in my tavour.’ 

© We left the villain weltering in his blood, though 
‘ beginning to recover a little motion, aad walked 


é 
6 
6 
* ance, though with tears in my eyes, and begged 
6 
é 


© together to his hut, or rather cave; for it was un- 


‘ der ground, on the fide of a hill; the fituation 
‘ was very pleafant, and from its mouth we over- 
* looked a large plain, and the-town 1 had before 
‘ feen. As foon as [ entered it, he defired me to iit 
‘ down ona bench of earth, which ferved him for 
‘ ‘chairs, and then laid before me fome fruits, the wild . 
* product of that country, one or two of which had 
‘ an excellent flavour. He likewife produced fome 
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baked flefh, a little refembling that of venifom. He 
then brought forth a bottle of brandy, which, he 


faid, had remained with him ever fince his fettling . 


there, now above thirty years; during all which 
time he had never opened it, his only liquor being 
water; that he had referved this bottle as a cardial 
in ficknefs; but, he thanked Heaven, he had never 
yet had occalion for it. He then acquainted me, 
that he was a hermit, that he had been formerly 
cait away on that coaft, with his wife, whom he 
dearly loved, but could fot preferve from perithing ; 
on which account he had refolved never to return 
to France, which was his native country, but to 
devote himiclf to prayer, and-a holy life, placing 
all his hopes.in the bleffed expeétation ‘of meeting 
that dear woman again in Heaven, where he was 
convinced fhe was now a faint, and an interceder 
for him. He faid, he had exchanged a wateh with 
the king of that country, whom he defcribed to be 
a very jult anu coud minn, for a gen, Lome pos 
der, fhot, and ball; with which he fometimes pro- 
vided himfelf food, but more generally ufed it in 
defending himtelf againft wild bealts; fo that his 
diet was chictly of the vegetable kind. He told 
me many more circumitauces, which [ may re- 
late to you hereafter: but to be as concife as pof- 


fible at prefent, he at length greatly comforted me, 


by promifing to conduct me to a fea-port, where 
I might have an opportunity to meet with fome 
veffels traflicking for flaves; and whence I might 
once more commit myfelf to that element, which 
though I had already fuffered fo owch on it, I 
mutt again trut to put me in poffeffion of all I Jo- 
ved. . 


« The character he gave me of the inhabitants of | 


the town we faw below us, and of their king, made 
me-defirous of being conduéted thither; efpecially 
as I very. much wifhed to fee the captain and fai- 
lors, who had behaved very kindly to me, and with 
whom, notwithftanding all the civil behaviour of 
the hermit, J was rather eafier in my mind, than 
alone with this fingle man; but he difluaded me 
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‘greatly from attempting fuch a walk, till I had re- 
‘ cruited my fpirits with reft, defiring mie to repofe 
* myfelf on his couch or bank, faying, that he him-. 
 felf would retire without the cave, where he would — 
‘remain as my guard. I[ accepted this kind pro- 
* pofal; but it was long before 1 could procure any © 
‘ flumber; however, at length, wearine{s prevailed 


© over my fears, and I enjoyed feveral hours flcep, 


‘ When I awaked, I found my faithful centinel on 
‘ his‘poft, and ready at my fumfnons. This beha- 
* viour infufed. fome confidence into me, and I now 
‘ repeated my requeft, that he would go with me to 
the town below; but he anfwered, it would be 
better advifed to take fome repait Before ] under- 
took the journey, which I fhould find mpch longer 
than it appeared. I confented, and’ he fet, forth 
a greater ey of fruits than before, of which 
I ate very plentifully: my collation being ended, 
I renewed the mention of my walk; but he ftill per- 
fitted in diffuading me, telling me, that I was not 
yet rong enough; that I could repofe myielf no 
where with greater fafety than in.his cave; and~ 
that, for his part, he could have no greater happi- - 
nefs than that of attending me, adding, with a figh, 
it was a happinefs he fhould envy any other, more 
than all‘the gifts of fortune. You may imagine, © 
1 began now to entertain Jufpicions; but he pre- 
fently removed all doubt, by throwmg himielfé at 
my feet, and exprefling the warmeft paflion for me. 
I fhould have now funk with defpair, had he nut 
accompanied thefe profeffions with the molt vehe- 
ment prote(tations, that he would never offer me 
any other force but that of entreaty, and that he 
would rather die the molt cruel! death by my colds 
nefs, than’gain the higheft bliis by becoming the oc- 
cafion of a tear of forrow to thele bright eyes, which, 
he faid, were ftars, under whofe benign influence 
alone he could enjoy, or indeed fuffer life? She 
Was repeating many more compliments he made her, 
when a horrid uproar, which alarmed the whole 
Gate, put a ‘ftop to her narration at prefent.s It is. 
impoilible for me to give the reader a better idea of 
fw Q3 | the 
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the noife which now arofe, than by defiring him to 


imagine I had the hundred tongues the poet once 
wihed for, and was vociferating from them all ar once, 
by hollowing, fcolding, crying, fwearing, bellowing, 
and in fhort, by every different articulation which is 
within the {cope of the human organ. | 


CH AP. X.. 


A horrible uproar in the Cate. 


“1 U T however great an idea the reader may hence 


conceive of this uproar, he will think the oc- 
cafion more than adequate to it, when he is inform- 
ed, that our hero, (I blufh to name it) had difcovered 


an injury done to his honour, and that in the tender- | 


_ ef point——In a word, reader, (for thou muft know 
gt, though it give thee the greateft horror imaginable) 
he had caught Fireblood in the arms of his lovely Le- 
titia. - | | oe 

As the generovs bull, who having long depaftured 


among a number of cows, and. thence contracted an 
opinion that thefe cows are all bisown property, if 


he beholds another bull beftride a cow within his walks, 
_ he roars aloud, and threatens inftant vengeance with 
his horns, till the whole parifh are alarmed with his 


bellowing : not with lefs norfe, nor Jefs dreadful me- 


maces did the fury of Wild burft forth, and terrify 
the whole Gate. Long time did rage render his voice 


inarticulate to the hearer; as when, at a vifiting day, 


fifteen or fixteen, or perhaps twice as many females 
of delicate but fhrill pipes, ejaculate all at once on 
different fubjects, all ts ‘found only, the harmony en- 
tirely melodious indeed, but conveys no idea to our 
_ ears: but at length, when reafon began to get the 
better of his pafhon, which latter being deferted by 
his breath, began a little tu retreat, the following ac- 
_ cents leapt over the hedge cf his teeth, or rather the 
ditch of his gums, whence thofe hedgeftakes had long 
fince by a patten been displaced in battle with-an a- 
snazou of Drury. - 
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* ¢_Man of honour! doth this become a friend ? 

‘¢ Could I have expected fuich a breach of all the laws 
‘ of honour from thee, whom I had taught to walk 

‘ inits paths? Hadft thou chofen any other way to 

§ injure my confidence, I could have forgiven it; 

‘ but this is a ftab in the tendereft part, a wound ne- 

‘ ver to be healed, an: injury never. to -be repaired :. 

¢ for it isnot only the lofs of am agreeable com- 

‘* panion,. of the affetions of a wife,-dearer to my 
$ foul than life itfelf, it is not this lofs alone [ la- 
* ment: this lofs is accompanied with difgrace, and 
¢ with difhonour. The blood of the: Wilds, which 
‘ hath run with fuch uninterrupted purity through 
* fo many generations, this blood is fouled, is conta- 
* minated:. Hence flow my tears, hence arifes my 
‘ grief. This is the injury never to be redrefled, nor 
* ever to be with honour forgiven” ‘* My —ina 
* band-box,’ anfwered Fireblood, ‘ hefe is a noife about ° 

§ your honour! If the mifchief done‘to your blood be 
* all you complain of, 1 am fure you complain of no» 
‘ thing: for my blood is as. good as yours.’ * You have 
* no conception,’ replied Wild, * of the tendernefs of 
‘ honour; you know not how nice. ‘and delicate it is 
‘in both fexes; fo delicate, that the leaft breath of 

‘ air which rudely blows on it, deftroys it” ‘ 1 will 
* prove from your own words,’ fays Fireblood, * { 
* have not wronged your honour. Have you not 
* often told me, that the honour of a man cohfifted in | 
, receiving no affront from his own fex, and that of a. 
* woman in receiving no kindnefs from ours? Now, 
* Sir, if I have-given you no-affront, how have J in- 

¢ jured your honour?’ ‘ But doth not every thing,’ 

cried Wild, ‘ of the wife belong to the hufband? -A 

* married man therefore hath his wife’s honour as well 

* as his own, and by injurmg her’s- you injure his. 


.* How cruelly you have hurt me in this tender part, 1 
‘ 6 need not repeat; the whole Gate knows-it, and 


¢ the world fhall. I will apply to Doctors -Com- 
* mons for my redrefs againft her, I will thake off as 
¢ much of my diffonour’as [ can by parting with 
«her; and as for you, expect to heat of me in 
7 * The beginning of this fpeech is lof. ™ 
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Weltmintter-hall : the mcdern method of repair- 
ing thefe breaches, and of refenting this affront” 


nor do I believe a word. you fay, * Nay, if you 


© refentment is prefcribed.”. At which words, advan- 
cing to Fireblood, he prefented him with a box on 
the ear, which the youth immediately returned, and 
now our hero and his friend fell to boxing, though 
with fome difficulty, both being incumbered with the 
chains which they wore between their legs: A few 
blows pafled on both fides, before the gentlemen, who 
ftcod by, flept in and pe the combatants; and now 
both parties having whiipered each other, that, if they 
out-lived the enfuing feflions and efcaped the tree, the 
one fhould give and the other fhould receive fatis« 


faGion in fingle combat, they feparated, and the Gate 


foon recovered its former tranquillity. : 

Mrs Heartfree was then defired, by the juftice and 
‘her hufband both, to conclude her ftory, which fhe 
did in the words of the next chapter. 


; C H AP. XI. 
The conclufton of Mrs Heartfree’ s adventures. 


beginning to repeat fome, of the compliments 
made me by the hermit.’—* Jutt as you had finilhed 
them, I believe, Madam,’ faid the jultice. ‘ Very well, 
Sir,’ faid fhe, * I am ture [ have no pleafure in the 
repetition. He concluded then with: telling- me, 
though I was, in his eyes, the moit charming woman 
in the world, and might tempt a faint to abandon 
the ways of holinefs, yet my beauty infpired him 
with’ a much tenderer affection towards me, than to 
purchafe any fatisfaction of his own defires with my 
mifery; if therefore I could be fo cruel to him, 
to reject his honeft aad fincere addrefs, nor could 
fubmit to a folitary life with one, who would en- 
deavour, by all poffible means, to make me happy, 
I had no force to dread; for that 1 was as much at. 
my liberty as if was in France, or England, or 
: el 
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D—n your eyes,’ cries Fireblood, * I fear you not, 


affront me perfonally,’ fays Wild, * another fort of . 


F 1 miftake not, I wag interrupted juft as I wa’ 
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‘ any other free country. I repulfed- him with the 
‘fame civility with which he advanced; and told 
© him, that as he profeiled great regard to religion, 
-€ I was convinced he would ceafe from ail farther 
’ 6 folicitation, when [ informed. him, that if I had ne 
- ¢ other objection, my own innocence would not admit 
© of my hearing him on this fubject, for that 1 was 
“« married.—He ftarted a little at that word, and was 
* for fome time filent; but at length recovering hime 
© felf, ‘he began ‘to urge the uncertainty of my huf- 
‘ band’s being alive, and the probability of the con- 
‘ trary: he thea {poke of marriage as of a civil poe 
* licy only; on which head he urged many arguments 
' § pot worth repeaiing, and was growing fo very eae 
‘ ger and importunate, that [ know not whither his 
* paffion might have hurried him, had nor three of 
* the failors well armed, appeared at that inftant in 
* fight of the cave. I no fooner faw them, than ex. 
‘ ulting with the utmoft inward joy, I told him my. 
f comnanions were come for me, and that I mutt 
* now take my leave of him; afluring nim inat 
‘ would always remember, with the moft grateful 
* acknowledgement, the favours I had received at his 
‘ hands. He fetched a very heavy figh, and fqueez- 
‘ing me tenderly by the hand, he faluted. my © 
' © hips with a little more eagernefs than the European 
* falutations admit of; and told me,-he fhould 
* likewife remember my arrival at his cave to the laf 
* day of his. life: adding—; O that he could there 
‘ fpend the whole in the company of one,’ whofe 
* bright eyes had kindled;——but I know you will 
* think, Sir, that we women love to repeat the 
‘ compliments made us, I will therefore omit them. — 
* In a word, the failors being now arrived I quitted 
‘hina, with fome compaffion for the reluctance with 
.* which he parted from me, and went forward with 
_* my companions. re 2 —_ 
_* We had proceeded but a very few paces before 
‘one of the failors faid to his comrades; D—-—n 
“me, Jack, who knows whether yon fellow hath 
* not fome guod flip in’ his cave? I. innocently an- 
‘ {wered, the poor wretch had only one bottle of 
eas * brandy. 
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brandy.—Hath he fo? cries the failor: *fore George 


we will tafte it ;—and, fo faying, they immediately 


returned back, and myfelf with them. We found 
the poor man proftrate on the ground, exprefling 
all the fymptoms of mifery and Jamentation. f 


told him in French (for the failors could not {peak © 


that Janguage) what they wanted—He pointed to 
the place where the bottle was depofited, faying 
they were welcome to that, and whatever elfe he 
had; and added, he cared not if they took 


his life alfo. The fatiors fearched the whole cave, 


where finding nothing more which they deemed 
worth their taking, they walked off with the bottle, 
and immediately emptying it, without offering me 


a drop, they proceeded with me towards the town. . 


* In our way I obferved one whifper another, while 
he kept his eye ftedfaftly fixed on me. This gave 
me fome uneafinefs; but the other anfwered: No 
d—n me, the captain will never forgive us. Be- 
fides, we have enough of it among the black wo- 
men, and, in my mind, one colour is as good as 
another. This was enough to give me violefit ap- 
prehenfons; but I heard no more of that kind, 
till we came to the town, where, in about fix hours, 


-I arrived in fafety. 


‘ As foon asT came to the captain, he enquired 
what was become of my friend, meaning the’ vil- 
lainous Count. When he was informed by me of 
what had happened, he wifhed me heartily joy of 
my delivery, and exprefling the utmoft abhorrence 
of fuch bafenefs, fwore, if ever he met him, he 
would cut his throat; but indeed 'we both conclud- 
ed, that he had died of the blow which the hermit 
had given him. 


‘ I was now introduced to the chief. magiftrate of » 


this country, who was defirods of feeing me. I 
will give you a fhort defcription of him: He was 
cholen (as is the cuftom there) for his fuperior 
bravery and wifdom. His power is entirely ab- 
folute during its continuance; but on the firft 
deviation from equity and juftice, he is liable to 


be depofed, and punifhed by the people, the el- 
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ders of whom, once a year, affemble, to examine 


into his conduét. Befides the danger which thefe - 


examinations, which are very tirict, exapete him 
to, his office is of fuch care and trouble, that no- 
thing but that reftlefs love ‘cf power, io predomi- 
nant in the mind of man, could make it the object 
of defire ; for he¢is indeed the only flave ot.all the 


‘natives of this country. He is obliged, in time of 


peace, to hear the complaint of every perfon in his 
dominions, and to render him juitice. For which 
purpofe every one may demand an audience ef him, 


unlets during the hour which he is allowed for din- 
per, when he fits alone at the table, and is: attends 


ed in the moft public manner, with more than 
European ceremony. This is done to create an 
awe and refpect towards him in the eye of the 
vulgar ; but, left it fhould elevate him too much 
in his own opinion, in order to his humiliation, he 
receives every evening in private, from a kind of 
beadle, a gentle kick on the polteriors, befides 
which, he wears a ring in his nole, fomewhat re- 
fembling that we ring our pigs with, and a chain 
round his neck, not unlike that worn by our al- 
dermen ; both which, | fuppote, to be emblematical, 
but heard not the reafons'of either alfigned.. There 
are many more particularities among t.efe people, 
which, when I have an opportuniiy, 1 may relate 
to you. The fecond day after my return from 
court, one ef his-officers, whom they call ScuacH 
Pimpacu, waited upon me, and, by a French in- 


terpreter who lives here, informed me, that the chief , 


magi(trate liked my perfon, and offered me an, im- 
menfe prefent, if I would fuffer him to enjoy it 
(this is, it feems, their common form of making 
love.) I-rejeéted the prefent, and never heard any 
further folicitation ; for, as it is no fhame for wo- 
men here to confent at the firit, propofal, fo they ne- 
ver receive a fecond. . | | 
‘I had refided in this town a week, when the 
‘Captain informed me, that a number of flaves, 
who had been taken captive in war, were to be 
guarded toe the fea-fide, where they were to be fold 
2 6 to 
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* to the merchants, who traded in them to America : 
* that if I would embrace this opportunity, I mighe 
‘ aflure myfelf of finding a paflage to America, and 
‘ thence to England; acquainting me, at the fame 
‘ time, that he himfelf intended to go with them. [ — 
* readily agreed to accompany him. The chief, being 
* adverifed of our defigns, fent for us both to court; 
* and, without mentioning a word of love to me; 
‘ having prefented me with a very rich jewel,. of lefs 
* value, he faid, than niy chattity, took avery civil 
* leave, recommending me to the care of Heaven; 
* and ordering us a large fupply of provifions for our 
* journey. 

* We were pravided with mules for ourfelves, and 
* what we carried with ts, and in nine days, reach- 
* ed the fea-fhore, where we found an Englifh veffel 
€ ready to receive both us and the flaves) We went 
* aboard it, and failed the next day with a fair wind 
‘ for New-England, where I hoped to get an imme- 
© diate paflage to the Old; but Providence'was kinder 
‘ than my expectation ; for the third day after we 
* were at fea, we met an Englift; man of war home: 
¢ ward hound ; the captain of it was a very good: 
* natured man, and agreed to take me on‘ board. [ 
* accordingly took’ my leave of my old friend the 
* malter of the fhipwrecked veffel, who went on to 
* New-England, whence he intended: to pafs to Ja- 
* maica, where his owners lived. I was now treated 
©‘ with great civility, had a little cabist affigned me, 
* dined every day at the eaptain’s table, who was in- 
© deed a very gallant man, and, at firft, mace me 
¢ atender of his affections ; but, when he found me 
* refolutely bent to preferve myfelf. pure and entire 
* for the beft of hufbands, he grew cooler in his ad- 
‘ dreffes, and foon behaved in a manner very pleafing 
* to me, regarding my fex only fo far as to pay me a_ 
* deference which is very agreeable to us all. | 

‘ To conclude my ftory ; I met with. no adven- 
* ture in this paffage at all worth relating, ‘till my 
* landing at Gravefend, whence the captain. brought 
‘ mein his own boat to the Tower. In a fhort hour 
‘ after my arrival we had that meeting, which 
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.© however dreadful at firft, will, I now hope, by the 
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© good offices of the beft of men, whom Heaven . 


* tor ever blefs, end in our perfect happinefs, and be 
‘a ftrong inftance of what I am perluaded 4s the 
‘ furett truth, THAT ProviDENCE WILL, SOONER 
‘OR LATER, PROCURE THE FELICITY OF THE 
‘ VIRTUOUS AND INNOCENT.’ 

Mrs Heartfree thus ended her fpeech, having 
before delivered to her hufband the jewels which 
the Count had robbed him of, and that prefented 
her by the African chief, which laft was of im- 


menfe value. The good magiltrate was fenfibly 


touched at her narrative, as well on the confideration 
ef the fufferings fhe had herfelf undergone, as for 
thofe of her hufband, which he had himtelf been in- 
nocently the infrument of bringing upon him. That 
worthy man, however, much rejoiced in what he had 
already done for his prefervation, and promifed to 
labour with his utmoft intere’t and indultry, to pro- 
cure the abfolute pardon, rather of his fentence, than. 
of his guilt, which he now plainly difcovered Was a 
barbarous and falfe imputation. 


C H A P. XIU. 
The hiffory returns to the contemp/ation of GREATNESS. 


U T we have already perhaps detained our rea- 

der too long in this relation, from the confadera- 
tion of our hero, who daily gave the molt exalted 
proofs of greatnefs, in cajoling the Prigs, and in ex- 
actions on the debtors; which latter now grew fo 
great, #. e. corrupted in their morals, that they ipoke 
with the utmoft contempt of what the vuigar call 
Hone(ty. The greateft chayacter among - -them was 
that of a Pick- pocket, or in truer language, a File ; 
and the only cenfure was want of dexterity. -As to 
virtue, goodaefs, and fuch like, they were the ob- 
jects of mirth and derifion, and all Newgate was a 
complete collecion of Prigs, every man being de- 
firous to pick his neighbour's pockct, and every one 
was as fenfible that his. neighbour was as ready to pick 
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his; fo that (which is almoft incredible) as great 
noguery was daily commsitted within the walls of New- 
‘gate as without. 

The glory refulting from-thefe adions of Wild 


_ probably animated the envy of his enemies againtk 


him. ‘Fhe day of his tria} now approached; for 
which, as Socrates did, he prepared himiclf; but 
not weakly and foolifhly, like that philofopher, with 
patience and refignation, but with a good number 
of falie witnelles. However, as fucceis ts not al- 
~ways proportioned to the wifdom of him who endea« 


- “wours to attain it; fo are we more forry than afhamed 


to relate, that our hero was, notwith{tanding his ut 
moft. caution and prudence, convicted, and fentenced 
to a death, which, when we confider not only the 
great men who have fuffered it, but the much larger 


~mumber of thofe whofe higheft honour it hath beer 


to merit it, we cannot call otherwife than Honour- 
able. Indeed thofe who have unluckily miffed it, 
Jeem all their days to have Jaboured in vain to attaia 
an end, which fortune, for reafons only knewn to 
herfelf, hath thought proper to deny them. With- 


out any farther preface then, our hero was fentenced 


to be hanged by the neck: But whatever was to be 


now his fate, he might confole -himfelf that he had 


perpetrated what | 


———— nee Fudicis ira, nec ionts, : 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuftas. 


For my own part, I confefs, I took on this death of 
Hanging to be as proper for a Hero as any other; 
and folemnly declare, that had Alexander the Great 
been hanged, it would not in the leaft have dimi- 
nifhed my refpect to his memory. Provided a hero 
in his life doth but execute-a fufficient quantity of 
mifchief: provided he be but well and heartily curfed 


“by the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the op- 


preffed (the fole rewards, as many authors have bit-, 
terly lamented both in profe and verfe, of greatneis, 
i.e. Priggifm ) Vthink it avails little of what nature 
his death be, whether it be by the axe, the halter, “s 
the 
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the fword. Such names will be always fure.of living 
to pofterity, and of enjoying that fame which they fb 
glorioufly and eagerly coveted; for, according to a 
Great Dramatic poet, | | 


‘ Fame 

‘ Not more furvives from good than evil deeds. — 
‘ Th’ afpiring youth that fired th’ Ephefian dome, 
* Outlives in fame the pious fool who rais’d it.’ 


Our hero now fufpected that the malice of his 
enemies would overpower him. He, therefore, be- 
took himfelf to that true fupport of greatnels in 
affittion, a bottle; by means of which he was enabled 
to curfe, and {wear, and bully, and brave his fate. - 
Other comfort indeed he had not much; for not a 
fingle friend ever came near him. His wile. whofe 
trial was deferred to the next feflions, vifited him bug 
once, when the plagued, tormented, and upbraided 
him fo cruelly, that he forbad the keeper ever ta 
admit her again. The Ordinary of Newgate had 
frequent conferences with him, and greatly would is 


_embellifh our hiftory, could we record all which thag 


good man delivered on thefe occafions; but unhap- 
pily we could procure only the fubitance of a fingle 
conference, which was taken down in fbort hand by 
one who overheard it. We fhall tranforibe it, there- 
fore, exactly in the fame form and words we received 
it; nar can we help regarding it as one of the molt 
curious pieces, which either ancient or modera hiltory 
hath recorded. — 


CH AP. XIII. 


A. dialogue between the Ordinary of Neagate oe, Mr 


Jonathan Wild the Great: In which the fubjetts of. 
death, immortality, and other grave matters, are very 
learnedly handled by the former. 


Oxpinary. OOD morrow to you, Sir; I hope 
‘ you refted well lait night. 
Jowatuan. D——n’d ill, Sir. I dreamed fo con- 
eet of hanging, that it difturbed my fleep. 
R 2 OrxDINAaRye 
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Orpinary. Fie upon it. You fhould be more re- 
figned. I wifh you would make a little better ufe of 
thofe inftructions which I have endeavoured to incul- 
cate into you, and particularly Jaft Sunday, and from 
thefe words; ** Thofe who do evil fhall go into ever- 
“* Jafling fire, prepared for the devil and his angels,” 
TI undertook to thew you, firft, what ts meant by 
BYERLASTING FiRE3 and, fecondly, who are THE 
DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. I then proceeded to draw 
fome inferences from the whole*; in which I am 
mightily deceived, if 1 did not convince you, that 
you yourfelf ‘was one of thofe axcers; and, confe- 
quently, muft expect EVERLASTING FIRE to be your 
portion in the other world. 

Jonatuan. Faith, Do&or, I remember very little 
of your inferences ; for I fell afleep foon after your 
naming your text; but did you preach this doctrine 
then, or do you repeat it now, in order to comfort 
me? : : 
Orvinary. I do it, in order to bring you toa 


_true fenfe of your manifold fins, and, by that means, 


to induce you to repentance. Indeed, had I the eloe 
‘quence of Cicero, or of Tully, it would not be fuf- 
ficient to defcribe the pains of hell, or the joys of 
heaven, The utmoit that we are taught. is, that ‘ ear 
«¢ hath not heard, nor can heart conceive.” Who 
then would, for the pitiful confideration of the riches 
and pleafures of this world, forfeit fuch inefimable 
happinefs! fuch joys! fuch pleafures! fuch delights! 
‘Or who would run the venture of fuch mifery, which 
but to think on, fhocks the human underftanding! 
Who, in his fenfes, then, would prefer the latter to 
the former? . 

- Jonaruan. Ay, who indeed! I affure you, Doc- 
tor, I bad much rather be happy than miferable. 

re | 
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& He pronounced this word HULL, and perhaps would bave 


{pelt it fo. 
+ This part was fo blotted. that it was illegible. 
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Orvinary. Nothing can be plainer. St * * 
* * * * 


* . * 
a +  . * * * * 
* *  « a * "| % 
* * ‘if % * an pm 
* * we ae * #* 

_ % ; * * a * * 
. * * . * * % * 
* * * * : * * Py 
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+ + * at # a er 
' JONATHAN. * * * % * If 
once convinced * *- * # * * 
* noman *  * * * livesof * 
" ” - =. = * * whereas 
fure the clergy * ® opportunity “ * 
* better informed - a bai * * * 
* all manner of vice * # a + 
% * * | 


Orpinary. * are * atheift * * deit # 
ari * cinian * hanged * burnt * oiled. * oafted. 
* * dev * his an * ell fre * ternal 
da * * tion. | 

Jonarnuan. You * *-to frighten me out of my 
wis: But the good * * is, I doubt not, more merci- | 
ful than his wicked * * If I fhould believe all you 
fay, I am fure I fhall die in inexpreffible horror. 

— Orvinary. Defpair is finful? You fhould place 
your hopes in repentance and grace; and though it 
& mot true, that you are in danger of the judgment 5 
yet there is {till room for mercy, and no man, unlefs - 
excommunicated, is abfolutely without hopes of a ree. 
prieve. 

Jonatruan. Iam not without hopes of a reprieve 
from the cheat yet; I have pretty good intereft ; but 
if I cannot obtain it, you fhall not frighten me out 
of my courage, I will not die like a pimp. D—n me, 
what is death? It is nothing but to be with Platos and 
with Cefars,—as the poet fays,.and all the other great 


heroes of antiquity. * * * %* # °  #® 
* * * * we # € * 
+. +* *  & * €. * * ® 
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Orpinary. Ay, all this is very true; but life 3s 
‘{weet for all that, and I had rather lire to eternity, 
than go into the company of any fuch heathens, who 
are, I doubt not, in hell with the devil and his angels; 
and, as little as you feem to apprehend it, you may. 
find yourfelf there before you expect it. Where then 
will be your tauntings and your vauntings, your boaft- 
ings and your bragyings? You will then be ready to 
give more for a drop of water than you ever gave for 
a-bottle of wine. 

Jonatuan. Faith, Doétor, well minded. What 
fay you to a bottle of wine? 

Orpinary. | will drink no wine with an atheif. 
I fhould expect the devil té make a third in fuch com- 
pany; for, fince he knows you are his, he may be im- 
‘patient to have his due. 

JonatTuan. It is your bufinefs to drink with the 
wicked, in order to amend them. 

Orpinary. I defpair of it; and fo I confign you 
over to the devil, who is ready to receive you. 

_ Jonatuan. You are more unmerciful to me than 

the judge, Doctor, He recommended my foul to 
“heaven; and it is your office to thew me the way thi- 
ther. 

Orntnary. No: The gates are barred againft all 
revilers of the clergy. 

JonaTHan. [revile only the wicked ones, if any 
fuch are, which cannot affeg you, who, if men were 
preferred in the church by merit only,. would have 
Jong fince been a bifhop. Indeed, it might raife any 
good man’s indignation to obferve one of your vaft 
Jearning and abilittes obliged to exert them in fo low 
‘a fphere, when fo many of your inferiors wallow in 
wealth and preferment. | 

Oxpinary. Why, it muft be confeffed, that there 
are bad men in all orders; but you fhould not cenfure 
too generally. [mult own, [ might have expected 
h-eher promotion; but I nave learnt patience and re- 
fign ations; and: would advife you to the fame tem- 


per of inind, which, if you can attain, 4 know you 
. wil 
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, will find mercy; nay, I do now promife you, you will. 
It is true, you are’a finner ; but your crimes are not | 
of the blackeft dye: You are no murderer, nor guilty 
of facrilege. And if you are guilty of theft, you make 
{ome atonement by fuffering tor it, which many others 
do not. Happy itis, indeed, for thofe few who are 
detected in their fins, and brought to exemplary pu- 
nifhment for them in this world. So far, therefore, 
from repming at your fate when: you come to the tree, 
you fhould exult and rejoice im it; and, to fay the 
truth, 1 queftion, whether to a wife man, the cataf- 
trophe of many of thofe who die by a halter, is not 
‘more to be envied than pitied. - Nothing is {fo fintul 
as fin, and murder is the greateft of all fins; it follows, 
that whoever commits murder is happy in futfering 
for its if therefore a man who commits murder is io 
happy in dying tor it, how much better mutt it be for 
you, who have committed a Jets crime? - ed 
JonatTuan. All this is very true; but Jet us take- 
a bottle of wine to cheer our fpirits. | 
Orpinary. Why wine? Let me tell you, Mr Wild, 
there is nothing fo deceitful as the fpirits given us by 
wine. If you muit drink, let us have a bowl of punch; 
a liquor I the rather prefer, as it is no where fpoken 
againit in fcripture, and as it is more wholefome for 
the gravel; adiiltemper with which ] am grievoufly 
affitted. 2%: 
Jonaruan. (Having called for a bowl.) .1 afk 
your pardon, Doctor, | thould have remembered, that 
punch was your favourite liquor. I think you never 
‘tafte wine while there is any punch remaining on the 
table. : a, 
Orxpinary. I confefs, I look on punch to be the 
more eligible liquor, as weli for the reatons I have 
before mentioned, as likewiie for one other caufe, viz. 
itisthe properett fora Daaucur. I own | took it 
a little unkind of you to mention wine, thinking you 
knew my palate. an 
JonarHan. You are in the right;-and I will take 
a iwing'ng cup to your being made a bifhop. ; 
Orpinary. And J will with you a reprieve in as 
large a draught. Come, don’t deipair; it is yet time 
enough 
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enotzh to think of dying; you have good friends, who 
very probably may prevail for you. [ have known 
many a man reprieved, who had lelfs reafon to expe& 
Gt. . oS 
Jonaruan. But if { fhould flatter myfelf with fuch 
hopes, and be deceived, what then would become of 
amy foul? : | 

Orxpinary. Pugh! Never mind your foul, leave 
that to me; I will render a good account of it, I war. 
rant you. I have a fermon in my pocket, which may 
be of fome ufe to you to hear. I do not value myfelt 
on the talent of preaching, fince no man ought to va- 
' due himfelf for any gift in this world :—But, perhaps, 
there are not many iuch fermons. But to proceed, 
fince we have nothing elfe to do till the punch comes. 
—My text is the latter part of a verfe only. 


To the Greeks Fooutsnness. 
“ The occafion of thefe words was principally that 


philofophy of the Greeks which, at that time, had_ 


over-run great part of the heathen world, had poifon- 
ed, and as it were puffed up their mmds with pride, 
fo that they dilregarded all kinds of doctrine -in -com- 
parifon of their own; and however fafe, and however 
found the learning of others might be, yet, tf it y 
wife contradicted their own laws, euitoms, and received 
opinions, away vith it, it is not for us. It was to the 
Greeks FoovisHNess. - 

In the former part therefore of my difcourfe on theft 
words, [ fhall principally confine myfelf to the lay- 
ing open and demonftrating the great emptinefs and 
vanity of this philofophy, with which thefe idle and 
ablurd fophifts were fo proudly blown up and ele- 
vated: 

And here I fhall do two things: Firft, I fhall ex- 
pofe the matter; and fecondly, the manner of this 
abiurd philofophy. 

' And firlt, for the firlt of thefe, namely the matter. 
Now here we may retort the unmannerly word, which 
our adverfaries have audacioufly thrown in our faces; 
~ for what was all this mighty matter of philofophy, 


this heap of knowledge, which was to bring fuch large ° 


harveits 
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harvefts of honour to thofe who fowed it, and fo 
greatly and nobly to enrich the ground on which it 
fell; what was it but Footisyness ? an inconfiitent 
heap of nonfenfe, of abfurdities and contradiions, 
bringing no ornament to the mind in its theory, nor 
exhibiting any ufefulnefs to the body in its practice. 
What were all the fermons and the fayjngs, the tables 
and the morals of all thefe wife men, but, to ufe the 
word mentioned in my text once more, Foo.tsHnessi? 
What was their great matter Plato, or their other great 
light Ariftotle ? Both fools, mere quibblers and fophifts, 
idly and vainly attached to certain ridiculous notions 
of their own, founded neither on truth nor on reator. 
Their whole works are a ftrange medley of the greatefk 
falfehoods, fcarce covered over with the colour of truths 
their precepts are neither borrowed from nature, nor 
guided by reafon: mere fictions, only to evince the 
dreadful height of human pride; in one word, Foot. 
ISHNESS. It may be, perhaps, expected of me, that [ 
fhould give fome inftances from their works to prove 
this clrarge; but as to tranfcribe every paflage to my — 
purpofe, would be to tranfcribe their whole works, 
and as in fuch a plentiful crop, it ts difficult to chufe; 
inftead of trefpafling on your patience, I fhall con- 
clude this firft head with afferting what I have fo fully 
proved, ‘and what may, indeed, be inferred from the 
text, that the philofophy of the Greeks was Foot- 
ISHNESS. 

Proceed we now, in the fecond place, to confider 
the manner in, which this inane and fimple doctrine 
was propagated. And here” But here, the punch 
by entering waked Mr Wild, who was falt afleep, and 
put an end to the fermon; nor could we obtain any 
further account of the converfation which pafled at 
this interview. | 
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C H A P. XIV. 


Wild proceeds to the higheft confummation of humax 


GREATNESS. 


HE day now drew nigh, when our great man 
was to exemplify the lait and nobleft a& of 
reatnels, by which any hero can fignalize himfelf 
his was the day of execution, or confummation, of 
apotheofis (for it 1s called by different names) which 
was to give our hero an opportunity of facing death 
and damnation, without any fear in his heart, or at 
Jeatt without betraying any fymptoms of it in his 
countenance. A completion of greatnefs which is 
heartily to be wifhed to every great man; nothing be- 
ing more worthy of lamentation than when Fortune, 
Jike a Jazy poet, winds up her cataftrophe aukwardly, 
and beftowing too little care on her fifth a&, difmiffes 
the hero with a {neaking and private exit, who had ia 
the former part of the drama performed fuch notable 
exploits, as mult promife to every good judge among 
the {pectators, a noble, public, and exalted end. 
But fhe was refolved to commit no fuch error ig 
this inftance. Our hero was too much and too de- 


fervedly her favourite, to be neglected by her in his © 


Jat moinents: Accordingly all efforts for a reprieve 
were vain, and the name of Wild ftood at the head of 
thofe who were ordered for execution. 

‘Froro the time he gave over all hopes of life, his 
condu& was truly great and admirable. Inflead of 
fhewing any marks of dejeftion or contrition, he rae 
ther infufed more confidence and aflurance into hig 
Jooks. He fpent moft of his hours in drinking wit 
his friends, and with the good man above-commer 
morated. In one of thefe compotations, being afked, 
whether he was afraid to die, he anfwered, ‘ d—n me, 
‘ itis only a dance without mufic.’? Another time, when 
one exprefled fome forrow for his misfortune, as he 
termed it, he faid, with great fiercenefs, ‘ a man can 
§ die but once.’ Again, when one of his intimate ac- 


quaintance hinted his hopes, that he would die like _ 


a Man, 
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aman, he cocked his hat m defiance, and cried out 
greatly, Zounds! who’s afraid? ve oo . 

Happy would it have been for-pofterity, could we 
have retrieved any entire converiation which patied at 
th's feafon, efpecially between our hero and his learn- 
ed comforter; but’ we have fearched many patteboard 
records in vain. 

On the eve of his apotbeofis, Wild’s lady defired 
to fee him, to which heconfented. This meeting was 
at firft very tender on both fides: but it could not 
continue fo: for unluckily fome hints of former mif- 
carriages intervening, as particularly when the afked | 
him, how he could have ufed her fo barbaroufly once, 
ds calling her B— ; and whether fuch language 
became a man, much lefs a gentleman, Wild Hew in~ 
to a violent paflion, and {wore fhe was the vilclt of 
B——— s, to upbraid him at fuch a feafon with an 
tnguarded word fpoke long ago. ‘She replied, with 
Many tears, fhe was well enough ferved for her folly | 
m vifiting fuch a-brute; but fhe had one comfore 
however, that it would be the latt time he could ever- 
treat her fo; that indeed fhe had fome obligations ta 
him, for that his cruelty to her would reconcile her 
to the fate he was to-morrow to fuffer; and indeed, 
Rothing but fuch brutality could have made the con; 
fideration of his fhametul death (fo this weak woman 
ealled hanging) which was now inevitable, ta be borne 
even without madneis, She then proceeded to a ree 
capitulation of his faults in an exadter order, and with 
Mere perfe& memory than one would have imagined 
her capable of; and, it is probable, would have re- 
hearfed a complete catalogue, had not our hero's pa- 
tience failed him, fo that with the utmott fury and. 
Violence he caught her by the hair, and kicked her, | 
as heartily as his chains would fuffer him, out of the 
Foom. . 

At length the morning came, which fortune at 
his birth had refclutely ordained for the confummas 
tion of our hero’s Greatness: He had himtelf ins 
deed modeitly deciined the public honours the ins 
tended him, and bad taken a quantity of laudanum, 
in order tO retire quietly off the ttage; but we have 

. already 
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already obferved, in the courfe of our wonderful hif- 
tory, that to ftruggle. againft this lady’s. decrees is 
vain and impotent: and whether. fhe hath determin- 
ed you fhall be hanged or be a prime minitter, it is 
in either cafe loft labour to refift. Laudanum, there- 
fore, being unable to ftop the breath of our hero, 
which the fruit of hemp-feed, and not the fpirit of 
poppey-feed, was to overcome, he was at the ufual 
hour attended by the proper gentlemen appointed for 
that purpofe, and acquainted that the cart was ready. 
On this occafion he exerted that greatnefs of courage, 
which hath been fo much celebrated in other heroes; 
and knowing it was impollible to refiit, he gravely 
declared, he would attend them. He then detcended 
to that room where the fetters of great men are knock- 
ed’ off, in a molt foleayn and ceremonious manner. 
Then thaking hands with his friends (to wit, thofe 
who were conducting him to the tree) and drinking 
their healths in a bumper of brandy, he afcended the 
cart, where he was no fooner feated, than he receiv- 
ed the acclamations of the multitude, who were highly 
ravifhed with his GREATNESS. . 

The cart now moved flowly on, being preceded by 
a troop of horfe guards bearing javelins in their hands, 


through. ftreets lined with crowds all admiring the | 


great behaviour of our hero, who rode on, fometimes 


fizhing, fometimes fwearing, fometimes finging or 


whiltling, as his humour varied. 

When he came to the tree of glory, he was wel- 
comed with an univerfal {haut of the people, who 
were there aflembled in prodigious numbers, to be- 
hold a fight much more rare in populous cities than 
one would reafonably imagine it fhould be, viz. the 
proper cataftrophe of a great man. 

But tho’ envy was, through fear, obliged to join 
the general voice in applaufe on this occafion, there 
were not wanting fome who maligned this completion 
of glory, which was now about to be fulfilled to our 
hero, and endeavoured to prevent it by knocking bim 
‘on the head as he ftood under the tree, while the 
Ordinary was performing his laft office. They there- 
fore began to batter the cart with fones, Ben 
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dirt, and all manner of mifchievous weapons, fome 
of which erroneoufly playing on the robes of the ec- 
cletiaftic, mrade him fo expeditious in his repetition, 
that with wonderful alacrity he had ended almoft in an 
jniant. and conveyed himielf into a place of fafety in 
an hackney coach, where he waited the conclufion with 
the temper of mind defcribed in thele verices. 


Suave mari magna, turbantibus equora ventis, 
E terra altcrius magnum fpectare laborem.- . 


We muft not, however, omit one circumftance, as 
it ferves to fhew the molt admirable confervation of 
charaGer in our hero to his laft moment, which was, 
that whiltt the ordinary was buficd in his ejaculations, © 
Wild, in the midft of the fhower of ftoncs, ge. which 
‘played upon him, applied his hands to the parfon’s 
pocker, and emptied it of his bottle fcrew, which he 
carried out of the world in his hand. 

The ordinary being now defcended from the cart, 
Wild had juft cpportunity to cait his eyes around the 
crowd, and to give them a hearty curfe, when imme- 
diately the horfes moved on, and with univerfal ap- 
plaufe our hero swung out of this world. 

Thus fell Jonathan Wild the Grear, by a death 
as glorious as his lite had been, and which was fo 
truly agreeable to it, that the latter mult bave been 
deplorably. maimed and imperfe& without the former ; 
adeath which hath been alone wanting to complete 
the characters of feveral ancient and modern heroes, 
whofe hiitories would have been read with much 
Sredte? pleafure by the wileft im all ages. Indeed 
we could almolt wifh, that wherever Fortune feems 
wantonly to deviate {rom her purpole, and leaves ber. 
Work impertect in this particular, the hutorian would 
indulge himfelf tn the liberty of poetry and romance, 
and even do a violence to truth, to oblige his reader 
with a page, which mufl be the moft deiehtful in ad 
his hittory, and which could never fail of producing 
an mitractive moral. . : 

_Narrow minds may poflibly have fome reafon to 
be athamed of going this way out of the world, if 
their coniciences can ‘fly. ta their faces; and aflure 
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them they have not merited fuch an honour; but he 
muft be a fool who is afhamed of being hanged, who 


is not weak enough to be alhamed of having deferved- 
ze 


C HA P. XV. 


The charafer of our hero, and the conclufton of this 
hiftory. 


E will now endeavour to draw the charaéer 

of this Great mar, and by bringing together 

thofe feveral features as it were of his mind, which 

ly {cattered up and down tn this haftory, to prefent 
our readers with a perfe& picture of greatnefs. 

Jonathan Wild had every qualification neceflary 


to form a great man. As hid moft powerful and pre- 


dominant paffion was. ambition, fo nature had, with 
confummate propriety, adapted all his faculties to the 
attaining thoie glorious ends to which this paffion di- 
rected him. He was extremely ingenious in inventing 


defions, artful in contriviag the means to accomplifh 
gn § P 


his purpofes, and refolute in executing them: for, 
as the moft exquifite cunning and mot undaunted 
boldnefs. qualified him for any undertaking, fo was 
he not refrained by any of thofe weakneiles which 
difappoint the views of mean and vulgar fouls, and 


which are comprehended in one general term of ho- 
nefty, which is a corruption of HONESTY, a word 


derived from what the Greeks call an Afs. He was 
entirely free from thofe low vices of modefty and good- 


mature, which, as he faid, implied a total negatiop 


of human greatnefs, and were the only qualities which 
abfolutely rendered a man incapable of making,.a 
confiderable figure in the world. His luft was inferior 
only to his ambition; but, as for what fimple people 
call Jove, he knew not what it was. His avarice was 


‘ammenfe; but it was of the rapacious not of the te- 


nacious kind; his rapacioufnefs was indeed fo violent, 
that nothing ever contented him but the whole; for, 
however confiderable the fhare was, which his coadju- 
tors allowed him of a booty, he was reftlefs in invent- 
ing means to make himéelf mafter of the fmallelt pit 

| tance 


eae 


~- 


Me JONATHAN WILD. ies 


tance referved by them.. He faid, laws were made 
for the ufe of Prigs only, and to fecure their proper- 
ty; they were never therefore more perverted, than 
when their edge was turned againtt thefe, but that 
this generally happened through their want of fuffici- 
ent dexterity. The charaéer which he molt valued 
himfelf upon, and which fe principally honoured in 
others, was that-of hypocrify. His optnion was, that 
no one could earry Priggif/m very far without it; for 
which reafon,_he faid, there was little greatnefs to be 
expected in a man who acknowledged his vices; but 
always much to be hoped from him, who profeffed 
great virtues; wherefore, though he would always. 
fhun the perfon whom he difcovered guilty of a good 
action, yet he was never deterred by a good character, 
which was more commonly the effect of profetlion 
than of aétion: for which reaion, he himfelf was al- 
Ways very liberal of honeft profeffions, and had as: 
much virtue and-goodnefs in his mouth as a faint; 
never in the leaft. {crupling to fwear-by his honour, 
éven to thofe who knew him the beft; nay, tho’ “he 
held good-nature and mode(ty in the higheft con- 
tempt, he conftantly pradtifed the affeGation of both, 

and recommended this tu others, whofe welfare, on 
his own account, he wifhed well to. He laid down, 
feveral maxims, as the certain methods of attaining 
greatnefs, to which, in his own purfuit of it, he con- 

tantly adhered. As, : 

1. Never to do more mifchief to aacthee: than 
was neceflary to the effecting his purpole; for 
that mifchief was teo precious a. thing to be 
thrown away. 

2 To know no diftin@ion of men from affection; 
but to facrifice all with equal ‘readinefs to his 
intereft. 

3. Never to communicate more of an affair than — 
was neceflary, to: the perfon who was to exe- 
cute it. 

4- Not to truft him who hath deceived you nor 
who knows he hath been deceived by you. 

§- To forgive no enemy; but to be cautious and! 
often difatory in revenge. | 
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6. To fhun poverty and diftrefs, and to ally him. =, 

felf as clofe as pcflible to power and riches. 

q. To maintain a conftant gravity in his countes — 
nance and behaviour, and to affect wifdom on 
all occafions. 

8. To foment eternal jealoufies in his gang, one 
of another. a 

9. Never to reward any one equal to his merit; ., 
but always to infinuate, that the reward waa 
above it. 

yO. That all men were knaves or fools, and much 
the greater number a compofition of both. 

“31. That a good name, like money, muft be part- 


ed with, or at lealt greatly rifqued,in order te ==! 
bring the owner any advantage. ue 
32. That virtues, like precious ftones, were eafily 


counterfeited ; that the counterfeits in both cafes 
adorned the wearer equally, aod that very few 

had knowledge or difcernment {ufficient to diftin- 

’ guifh the counterfeit jewel from the real. . 

33. That many men were undone by not going 
deep enough in roguery; as in gaming any man 

may be a lofer who doth not play the whole 
game. “ah 

34. That men proclaim their own virtues, as 
' Shop-keepers expofe their goods, in order to pro- 

fit by them. | | | | 

15. That the heart was the proper feat of hatred, 

- and ‘the countenance of affection and friendship. 

He had many more of the fame kind, ali equall 

good with thefe, and which were after his deceafe 
found in his ftudy, as-the twelve excellent and cele- 

brated rules were in that of King Charles the Firlt; 
for he never promulgated them in his life-time, not — 
having them conftantly in his mouth, as fome grave. 
~ perfons have the rules of virtue and morality, without: ki, 
paying the leaft regard to them in their actions: 
whereas our hero, by a conftant and feady adherence \ 
to his rules in conforming every thing he did to them, 
acquired at length a fettled habit of walking by them, b 
_ till at.taft he was in no danger of: inadvertently going 
: out of the way; and by thefe means he arene ; 
t ‘ P i tna 
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‘that degree of greatnefs, which few have equalled; 
none, we may fay, have exceeded. For tho’ it muit be 
allowed that there have been fome heroes, .who have 
done greater mifchiefs to mankind, fuch as thofe who 
have betrayed the liberty of their country to others;. 
or have undermined and over-powered it themielvess 
er conquerors who: have impoverithed, pillaged, fack-- 
ed, burnt, and deftroyed the countries and cities of. 
their fellow creatures,.from no other prevocation them 
that of glory; i. e. as the tragic: poet calls it,. 

———‘* a privilege to kill, = - 

A ftrong temptation to do-bravely ill?” 
yet, if we confider it in the light wherein actions are: 
placed in this line,. : 

Latius eff, quoties.magno tibi conflat honefium, 
when we fee our hero, without the leatt. ailittance om 
pretence, fetting himfelf at the head of:a gang, which. 
he had not any fhadow of right to govern; if: we 
view him maintaining abfolute power, and exercifing 
tyranny. over mliwiek crew, contrary: to all-law, but: 
that of his own will; if we confider him fetting up- 
an open.trade publickly, in detiance, not only of the 
laws of his country, but of: the common fenife of his 
countrymen; if. we fee him firft contriving the rob- 
bery of others,.and again the defrauding the very 
_Yobbers of. that booty,.which they. had vencured their 
necks to acquire, and which without any hazard they: 
might have retained: here fure he muft appear ad- 
mirable, and we may-challenge not only the truth of: 
fae but. almoft the. latitude of. fiction to equal his. 
Story, | ; 

Nor had he any of. thofe flaws- in his character,.. 
which though they. have. been commended: by weak. 
Writers, have (as I hinted in the beginning of this 
hitory) by the judicious reader been cenfured and 

— defpifed. Such was the clemency-of Alexander and 

_ Cefar, which nature hath as -grofly erred in giving: 

them, as-a painter would, who fhould drefs a pea-- 
fant in robes of ftate, or give. the nofe, or any othe: 
feature of a Venus, toa fatyr. What had the de-- 

Qroyers-of. mankind, that gloricus. pair one of whom. 
3 S: 3. came 
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came into the world to uturp the dominion, and # 
bélith the conititntion of his own country; the other 
to conquer, enflave, aad rule over the whole world, 
at leaft as much as was well known to him, and the 
fhorine!s of his life would give him leave cto vifit; 
what had, | jay, fuch as thefe to do with clemency? 
Who cannot fee the abfurdity and contradiction of 
mixing fuch an ingredient with thofe noble and great 


qualities {| have before mentioned? Now ia Wild,’ 


every thing was truly great, almoft without alloy, as 
his impertections (for furely fome fmall ones he had) 

ere only fuch as ferved to denominaté him a humap 
creature, of which kind none ever arrived at con- 
fummate excetlence: but furely his whole behaviour 


~ to his friend Hedrtfree is a convincing proof, that _ 


the true iron or fteel greatnefs of his heart was not de- 
bafed by any fofter metal. Indeed while greatnefs 
confifts in power, pride, infolence, and doing mifchief 
to mankind ,—to {peak out—while a great man and 
@ great rogue are fynonimous terms, fo long fhall 
Wild ftand unrivalled on the pinnacle of GREATNESS. 
Nor mult we omit here, as the fmithing of his cha- 
racter, what,indeed aught to be remembered on. his 
tomb or his ftatue, the conformity above mentioned of 
his death to his life; and that Jonathan Wild the 
Great, after all his mighty exploits, was, what fo few 
Great men can accomplifh—hanged by the neck tilb 
_he was: dead. ’ 

Having thus brought our hero to this conclufion, 
it may be fatisfaGtory to fome readers (for many, | 
doubt not, carry their concern no farther than his 
fate) to know what became of Heartfree. We shall 
acquaint them, therefore, that his fufferin gs were 
now at anend; that the good magiftrate ealily pres 
vailed for his pardon, nor was contented till he had 
made him all the reparation he could for all his troubles, 
tho’ the thare he had in bringing thefe upon hin, was 
not only innocent, but from its motive laudable. 
He procured the reloration of the jewels from the 
mian of war, at her return to England, and, above 
al], omitted no libour to rettore Heartfree to his re- 


putation, aud to periuade. his neighbours, acquain- 


tance; 
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tance, and cuftomers of his innocence. When the 
commifion of bankruptcy was fatisfied, Heartfree had. 

a confiderable tum remaining ; for the diamond pr e- 

fented to his wife was of prodigious value, and ine 
finitely recompenied the lofs of. thofe jewels which 
Mis Straddle had dilpofed of. He now fet up again 
ia his trade; compaflion for his unmerited mistor- 
tunes brought him many cuftomers among thofe who. 
had any regard to humanity; and he hath, by in- 
duitry joined with parfimony, ‘amaffed a confiderable: 
fortune. His wife and he are now grown old in the. 
pureit love and friendthip: but never had another 
child. Friendly married his elder daughter at the . 
age of nineteen, and became his partner in trade. 
As to the younger, fhe never would liiten to the ad-. 
. dreiles of any lover, not even of a young noble- 
man, who offered to take her with two thoutand: 
' pounds, which her father would have willingly pro- 
duced, and indeed did his utmolt to perfuade her to 
’ the match : but fhe refufed abfolutely, nor would give 
any other reafon when Heartiree preiled-her, than that 
fhe had dedicated her days te his.fervice, and was re- 
folved, no other duty fhould interfere with that which 
fhe owed the bett of fathers, nor prewent her from bee 
ing the nurfe of his old age. 

Thus Heartfree, his wite, his two daughters, his fone 
in-law, and his grand- -children, of which he hath fevee. 
- Fal, live altogether in one houfe; and that with 
fuch amity and affection towards each other, that they 
are in the neighbourhood called the family of love. 

As to all the other perfons mentioned in this hilto- 
ry, in the hght of greatnefs, they hac all the fate a- 
dapted to it, being every one hanged by the neck, 
fave two, viz. Milfs Theodofia Snap, who was tran{- 
ported to America, where ihe was pretty well mare 
tied, reformed, and made a good wife; and the 
Count, who recovered of the wound he had veceived 
from the hermit, and made his efeape into France, 
where he committed a robbery, was taken, and broke 
on the wheel. __, 

Indeed, whoever confiders the common fate of 
Breat men molt allow, they well deserve and hardly 

earn 
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earn that applaufe which is given them by the worlds 
for, when we refle&t on the labours and pains, the cares, 
disquietudes, and dangers, which attend their road to 
greatnels, we may fay with the divine, * That a man, 
_© may go to-heaven with. half-the pains which it cofts 
¢ him to purchafe bell.” To fay the truth, the world. 
have this reafon at leaft to honour fuch charaéters as. 
that of Wild ; that while it is in the‘power of every 
tan. to be perfectly honett, not one in a thoufand is 
eapable of being a coraplete rogue; and few indeed 
there are who, if they were infpired with the: vanity 
of.imitating our hero, would not after much fruitlefs, 
pains be obliged to own themfelves inferior to. Mr. 
Jonatwan Wixp the GREAT. 
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the dream or vifion of tome very pious and 
holy perfon ; or whether they were really 
written in the other world, and fent back to this, 
which is the opinion of many, (though I think, too 
much inclining to fuperftition ;) or Jaftly, whether, as 
infinitely the greateft part imagine, they were really 
the production of fome choice inhabitant of New~ 
Bethlehem, is not neceflary nor éafy to determine. It 
will be abundantly fufficient, if I give the reader an 
poonee by what means they came mto my poffel- 
on, 

Mr Robert Powney, ftationer, who dwells oppo- 
fite to Catherine Street, in the Strand, a very honeft. 
man, and of great gravity of countenance; who, a- 
mong other excellent ttationary commodities, ts par- 
ticularly eminent for his pens, which 1 am abundantly 
bound to acknowledge, as [ owe co their peculiar good- 
nels, that my manufcripts have by any means been le- 
Bible s this gentleman, | fay, furnifhed me fome time 
ince with a bundle of thofe pens, wrapt up wiih 
aa care and caution, in a very large fheet of paper 
ull of chara@ers, written as it feemed in’a very bad 
hand. Now, I have a furprifing curiofity to read 
every thing which is almoft illegible ; partly, perhaps, 
from the {weet remembrance of the dear Scraw!)s, 
Skrawls, or Skrales, (for the word is varionfly {pelt) 
Which [ have in my youth received from that lovely 
part of the creation for which I have the tendereft re- 
gard; and parily féom that temper of mind which 
Makes men fet an imnaenfe value on old manulcripts 

aan, 10 
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fo efficed, buftos fo maimed, and pictures fo black, 
that no one can tell what to make of them. I there- 
fore perufed this fheet with wonderful application, 
and tn about a day’s time difcavered that I could not 
underitand it. [immediately repairedto Mr Powney, 
and inquired very eagerly, whether he had not more 
‘of the fame manuicript. He produced about one 
hundred pages, acquaintinge me that be had faved no 
more ;_ but that the book was originally a huge folio, 
had been left in his garret by a gentleman who loaged 
there, and who had leit him no other fatisfaction tor 
nine months Icdging. He proceeded te intorm me, 
that che''manufeript had beea hawked about (as he 
phraicd it) anoug all the bookiellers, who refuled to 
meddle 5 fome alledged that they could not read, others 
that they could not "under@and it Some would have 
it to be an athentical book, and fome that it was a li- 
bel on the governm-nt ; for one or other of which rea- 
fons, they all retudcd 3 print it. That it had been 
likewife fhewn to the R —— Society, but they thook 
their heads, {aying, there was nothing in it wonderful 
enugh'tor them. That hearing the gentleman was 
gene to the Wert-Indies, and be Jieving it to be good 
for nothing elle, he had ufec mt as watte paper. fie 
faid, | was welcqme to what remained, and he was 
heavily ferry for what was uxiling, as I feemed to fet 
— fone value on ir. 

~ T defired him much to name-a price: but” he would 
receive no coniideration farther than the payment of a 
final bill P owed hin, which at that time he faid he 
louked on as Jo much money given him. 

I prefently communicited this manufcript to my 
friend parton Abraham Adams, who, after a long and 
carcint perafal, returned it me with his opinion, that 
there was more in it than at firit appeared ; that the 
author feemed not entirely unacquainted wih the 
wruings of Flato ; but he withed he had quoted: -him 
fometines tn his margin, that [ might be sure (faid he) 
he wad read bin in tae vriginal ; for nothipg, conunis 
ed the parfon, is cominoter ihan for men now a- -day$ 
to pretend to have read Greek authors, who have met 
with them only in tranflations ; and cannot conjugate 
averb in mé. 


1. | — Tov 


THE INTRODUCTION. 


To deliver my own fentiments on the occaficn, I 
think the author difcovers a philofophical turn of 
thinking, with fome little knowledge of the world, and 
no very inadequate value of it. There are fome indeed, 
who, from the vivacity of their temper, and. the hap- 
. pinefs of their ftation, are willing to confider its blef- 
fings as more fubftantial, and the whole to be a fcene 
of more confequence than itis here reprefented ; but 
without controverting their opinions at prefent, the 
number of wife and good men, who have thought with 
our author, are fufficient to keep himin countenance ¢ 
nor can this be attended with any ill inference, fince 
he every where teaches this moral, That the greateft 
and trueft happinefs which this world affords, 1s to be 
found only in the poffeffion of goodnefs and virtue; a 
dofrine, which as it is undoubtedly true, fo hath i it fo 
noble and pra¢tical a tendency, that it can never be too | 
eften or tog ftrongly inculcated on the minds of men. 
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Toe author dies, meets with Mercury, aud is by bim 
conducted to the fiuge aubich fets out for the other 
worid. “+ 


N the firft day of December, 1741 *, I departed 
QO this hte, at my lodgings in Cheapfide. My bo- 
dy had been fome time dead before | was at li- 

berty to quit it, leit it {hould by any accident return to 
lite. This ts an injunction impofed on all fouls by the 
eternal iaw of fate, to prevent the inconveniencies which 
would follow. As foon as the deftined period was ex- 
pired (being no longer than till the body 1s become 
perfealy cold and (tiff) 1 began to move; but found 
mylelf under a dificulty of making my efcape, fcr the 
mouth, or door, was fhut; fo that 1t was impoffible 
for me to go out atit: and the windows, vulgarly cal- 
Jed the eyes, were fo clolely pulled down by the fingers 
of anurie, that [ could by no means openthem. At 
daft, I perceived a bean of light glimmering‘at the top 
of the houfe, (for fuch I may call the body I had been 
incioled in) whither afcending, | gently let myfelf down 
through akind of chimney, andiflued out of the noftrils. 


* somc doubt whether this fhould not be rather 1641, which 


is a date more agreeable to the account given of it ja the intros — 


duction; butthen there are fome paffages which fcem to relate to 
tranfactions infinitely later, even within this year or two.—TJo 
fay the truth, there are difficu‘sies attend either conjecture ; fo 
she reader may take which he pleafes, . av. 
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' No prifoner difcharged from a long confinement, 
ever tafted the f{weets of liberty with a more exqui- 
fite relifh, than I enjoyed in this delwwery from a dun- 
geon wherein I had been detained upwards of forty 
years, and with much the fame kind of regard I caik 
+ my eyes backwards upon it. : 

My friends and relations had all quitted the room, 
being all (as I plainly overheard) very loudly quar- 
relling below ftairs about my will; there was only an 
old woman left above, to guard the body, as [ appre- 
hend. She was ina falt fleep, uccafioned, as from 
her favour it feemed, by a comfortable dofe of gin. 
I had no pleafure in this company, and therefore, as 
the window was wide open, | fallied forth into the 
open air: but to my great aftonifhment found my- 
felf unable to fly, witich I had always daring my ha- © 
bitation in the body conceived of {pirits; however, 
I came fo lightly to the ground, that 1 did not hurt 
myielf; .and though [ had not the gitt of flying (ow- 
ing probably to my having neither feathers nor wings) 
Iwas capable of hopping fuch a prodigious way at 
once, that it ferved my turn almoft as well. 

IT had not hopped far, before I perceived a tall 
young gentleman ina filk waiftcoat, with a wing on. 
his left heel, a garland on his head, and a caduceus in 
his right hand jf. I thought I had feen this perfon 


before, but had not time to recollect where, when he x 


called out to me, and afked me how long I had been 
departed. I anf{wered, | wasxjuft come forth. * You 
* muft not ftay here,’ replied he, ‘ unlefs you had been © 
* murdered; in which cafe, indeed, you might have 
* been fuffered to walk fome time: but tf you died a 
* natural death, you mult fet out for the other world 
* mmediately.’ I defired to know the way. * O,’ cried 
the gentleman, * I will fhew you to the inn whence 


¢ Eyes are not perhaps fo properly adapted to a fpiritual ful 
flance : but we are here, asin many other places, obliged to ufe 
Corporeal terms to make ourfelves the better underflood. ; 

¢ This is the drefs in which the god appcars to mortals at the 
theatres. One of the offices attributed to this god bythe ancients, ~ 
Was to collect the ghofts as a thepherd doth a flock of iheep, and. 
drive them with bis wand into the other world. ; 
‘ T 2 ‘ the 
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‘ the ftage proceeds; for Iam the porter. Perhaps 
« you never heard of me, my name is Mercury.’ ‘ Sure, 
© Sir,’ faid I, * Ihave feen you at the playhoufe.’ Upon 
which he imiled, and without fatisfying me, as to 
that point, walked direétly forward, bidding me hop 
after him. I obeyed him, and foon found myfelf in 
Warwick-Lane; where Mercury, making a full ftov, 
pointed at a particular houfe, where he bad me en- 
quire for the itage, and wifhing me a good journey, 
took his leave, faying, he mutt go feek after other 
cultomers. . 

I arrived juft as the coach was fetting out, and _ 

found I had no occafion for enquiry: for every per- 
fon feemed to know: my butinefs, the moment I ap- 
peared at the door: the coachman told me, his horles 
were to, but that he had no place left; however, 
though there were already fix, the paflengers offered 
to make room forme. I thanked them, and alcended 
without much ceremony. Weimmediately began our 
journey, being feven in number; for as the women 
wore no hoops, three of them were but equal to two 
men. 
Perhaps, reader, thou may’ft be pleafed with an 
account of this whole equipage, as peradventure thou 
wilt not, while alive, fee any fuch. The coach was 
made by an eminent toyman, who is well known to 
deal in immaterial fubftance, that being the matter of 
which it was compounded. The work was fo ex- 
tremely fine that jt was entirely invifible to the hu- 
~ gan eye. - The horfes which drew this extraordinary 
vehicle were-all fpiritual, as well as the paffengers. 
They had, indeed, all died in the fervice of a certain 
pot-mafter; and as’ for the coachman, who was 2 
very thin piece of immaterial fubftance, he had the 
honour while alive of driving the Great Peter, or 
Peter the Great, in whofe fervice his foul, as well as 
body, was almoft ftarved to death. 

Such was the vehicle in which [ fet out, and now, 
thofe who are not willing to trave] on with me, may; 
if they pleafe, ftop here; thofe who are, mutt pro- 
ceed to the fubfequent chapters, in which this jour- 
ney is continued. 

, 4 . CHAP. 
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In which the author firf? refutes fome idle opinisns con- 
cerning fpirits, and then the paffengers relate their 
Several deaths, 


T is the common opinion, that fpirits, like owls, 

can fee in the dark; nay, and can then moit eafily 
be perceived by others. For which reafon, many per- 
fons of good underftanding, to prevent being terrified 
with fuch objects, ufually keep a candle burning by 
them, that the light may prevent their feeing, Mr 
Locke, in direé& oppofition to this, hath not doubted 
to allert that you may fee a ipirit in open day-light 
full as well as in the darkeit night. | 

It was very dark when we fet out from the inn, nor 
could we fee any more than if every fowl of us had 
been alive. We had travelled a good way, before any 
one offered to open his mouth: indeed, moft of the 
company were fait afleep {: but as I could not clofe 
my own eyes, and perceived the fpirit, who fat op- 
pofite to me, to be likewife awake, | began to make 
overtures of converfation, by complaining sow dark 
itwas. * And extremely cold too,’ an{weied my fel- 
low-traveller,“* though [ thank God, as I have no 


_ © body, 5 feel no inconvenience from it: But you will - 


* believe, Sir, that this frofty air mult feem very fharp 
* to one jult iflued forth out of an oven: for fuch wag 
the intlamed habitation J am lately departed from.’ 
How did you come to your end, Sir?’ faidI, * & 
was murdered, Sir,’ anfwered the gentleman. ‘Iam 
{urprifed then,’ replied 1, * that you did not divere 
*. yourfelf by walking up and down, and playing fome 
*. merry tricks with the murderer.’ * Ob, sir,’ returned 
he, « | had not that privilege, I was lawfully put to 
‘death. In fhort,a phyfician fet me on fire, by giving 
‘ me medicines to throw gut my diftemper. I died ot 
* a hot regimen, as they call it, in the jmall pox. 
One of the fpirits at that word ftarted up, and cried 
out, ¢ The fmall.joox! blefs me! I hope ] am not in 
' ¢ Thofe who have read of the gods fleeping in Hemer, will 
Rot be furprifed at thig happening to Spirits. 
: T 3 * company 
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‘ company with that diftemper, which I hve all my life 

with fuch caution avoided, and have fo happily 
* efcaped hitherto !? This fright fet all the paflengers 
who were awake into a loud laughter; and the gentle. 
man reculleéting himfelf with fome confufion, and not 
‘without bluthing, afked pardon, crying, ‘ I proteft [ 
* dreamt that I wasalive.’ ‘ Perhaps, Sir,’ faid }, © you 
* died of that diftemper, which therefore made fo 
* ftrong an impreflion on you.’ ‘ No, Sir,’ anfwered 
he, ¢ I never had it in my life; but the continual deead- 


‘-ful apprehenfion it kept me fo long under, cangotI , 


“ fee be fo immediately eradicated. You mutt know, 
* Sir, L avoided coming to London for thirty years 
together, for fear of the fmall pox, till the moft ur. 
gent bufinefs brought mec thither about five days 
ago. I was fo dreadfully afraid of this difeafe, tbat 
I refufed the fecond night of my arrival to fup with 
a friend, whofe wife had recovered of it feveral 
months before, and the fame evening got a furteit 
by eating too many muicles, which brought me into 
this good company.’ 
“ { will lay a wager,’ cried the fpirit who fat next 
him, * there is not one in the coach able to guefs my 
* diltemper.’ I defired the favour of him to acquaint 
us with it, if it was fo uncommon. ‘ Why, Sir,’ faid 
he, ‘ I died of honour.’—* Of honour, Sir !’ repeated’ 
I, with fome furprize. ‘ Yes, Sir,’ anfwered the fpi- 
rit, © of honour, for I was killed in a duel.’ 

¢ For my part,’ faid a fair {pirit, ‘ 1 was inoculated 
© Jaft fummer, and had the “good fortune to efcape 
¢ with a very few marks in my face. I efteemed my- 
* felf now perfectly happy, as 1 imagined I[ had no’ 
‘ re(traince to a full enjoyment of the diverfions of the 
¢ town; but within a few days after my coming up, 
6 
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1 caught cold by over-dancing mytelt at a ball, aud 

Jaft night died of a violent fever.’ 

After a fhort Glence, which now enfued, the fair 
{pivit who {poke laft, it being now day-light, addreided 
her:elf to a female, who fat next her, and aiked her to 
what chance they owed the happirefs of her company. 
She aniwered, fhe apprehended to a conlumption = but 


the phyficians were not agreed concerning her diltems 


per; 


WORLD TO: HE NEXT, &c. 212 


per, for fhe left two of them in a very hot difpute about 
it, when the came out of her body. ‘ And pray, Ma- 
* dam,’ faid the fame {pirit to the fixth paflenger, *. how 
§ came you to leave the other world?’ But that fee 
male {pirit ferewing up her mouth, an{wered, fhe won- 
dered at the curiolity of fome people; that perhaps 
perfons had already heard fome reports of her death, 
which were- far from being true: that whatever was 
the occafion of it, fhe was glad at being delivered frony 
a world, in which fhe had no pleafure, and where there . 
wag nothing but nontenfe and impertinence; particu- 
larly among her own fex, whofe loofe condud& the had 
long been entirely athamed of. : 

The beauteous fpirit perceiving her queftion gave 
offence, puriued itno farther. She had indeed all the 
{weetnefs and good-humour, which are fo extremely 
amiable (when found) in that fex, which tendernels 
moft exquifitely becomes. Her countenance difplayed 
all the chearfulneis, the good-nature, and the mo- 
defty, which diffufe fuch brightnefs round the beauty 
of Seraphina +, awing every beholder with refpect, 
and, at the fame time, ravifhing him with admiration. 
Had it not been indeed for our converfation on the 
fmali-pox, | fhould have imagined we had been ho- 
noured with her identical prefence. This opinion 
‘might have been heightened by the good fenfe the ute 
tered, whenever the fpoke; by the delicacy of her 
fentiments, and the complacence of her behaviour, 
together with a certain dignity, which attended every 
look, word, and geiture; qualities which could not 
fail making an impreflion on a heart { fo capable of 
receiving it as mine, nor was fhe long in raifing in me 
a very violent degree of feraphic love. I do not in- 
tend by this, that fort of love which men are very 
properly faid to make to women in the lower world, 


+ A particular lady of quality is meant here; but every lady 
of quality, or no quality, are welcome to apply this charaeg 
to themfelves. . e 

t We have before made an apology for this language, which 
we here repeat for the laft time: though the heart may, we 
hope, be metaphorically ufed here with more propriety, than wheg 

we apply thoie paflions to the body which belung to the foul. r 
: an 
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and which feldom lafts any longer than while it is ma- 
king. I mean by feraphic love, an extreme delicacy 
and tendernefs of friend{hip, of which, my worthy 
reader, if thou haft no conception, as tt is probable 
thou may’it not, my endeavour to inftruct thee would 
be as fruitlefs, as it would be to explain the moft diff- 
cult problems of Sir Ifaac Newton, to one ignorant of 
vulgar arithmetic. 

To return therefore to matters cuinpreheanble by 
all underftandings ; the difcourfe now turned on the 
vanity, folly, and ‘mifery of the lower world, from 
which every pailenger in the coach expreffed the high- 
eit fatisfaction in being delivered: though it was very 
remarkable, that notwithitanding the joy we declared 
at our death, there was not one of us who did not 
mention the accident which occafioned it, as a thing 
we would have avotded if we could. Nay, the very 
grave lady herfelf, who was the forwardett in teftify- 


ing her delight, confefled inadvertently, that fhe left — 


a phyfician by her bed-fide.. And the gentleman, 
who died of honour, very liberally curfed both his 
folly and his fencing. While we were Raeler ay 
ourlelves with theje matters, on a fudden a motft of- 
fenfive {mell began to invade our noltrds. This very 
much refembled the favour, which travellers, in fum- 
mer, perceive at thetr approach to that beautiful vil- 
Jage of the Hague, arifing from thofe delicious canals, 
which, as they confilt ot ftanding water, do at that 
time emit odours greatly agreeable to a Dutch talte, 
but not fo pleafant.to any other. Thofe perfumes, 
with the afliitance of a fair wind, begin to affect pers 
fons of quick olfactory nerves at a league’s diltance,; 
and increafe gradually as youapproach. In the fame 
manner did the {fmell I have juft mentioned more 
and more invade us, till one of the fpirits, looking 
out of the coach-window, declared we’ were juft ar- 
rived at a very large city: and indeed he had fearce 
_ faid fo, before we found ourfelves in the fburbs, and 
at the fame time, the coachman being afked by an- 
other, informed us, that the name of this place was 
the City of Difeafes. The road to it was extremely 
{mooth, and, excepting. the abovemeptioned favoor, 

delight- 
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delightfully pleafant. The ftreets of the fuburbs were 
lined with bagnios, taverns, and cooks fhops; in the 
firft we faw feveral beautiful women, but in tawdry 
drefles, noking out of the windows; and in the fatter, 
were viibly expofed all kinds of the richeft dainties: 
but on our entering the city, we found, contrary to alt 
we had feen in the other world, that the fuburbs were 
infinitely pleafanter than the city itfelf. It was indeed 
a very dull, dark, and melancholy place. Few people. | 
appeared m the ftreets, and thefe, for the moft part, 


were old women, 2nd here and there a formal grave 


geatleman, who feemed to be thinking, with large tye- 
wigs on, and amber-headed canes in their hands. We 


were all in hopes, that our vehicle would not {top heres 


but to our forrow the coach fvuon drove into an inn, 
and we were ‘obliged to alight. 


CHAP. IL 
‘The adventures we met with in the City ef Difeafes. 
W E had not been long arrived {n our inn, where 
it feems we were to fpend the remainder of the 
day, before our hoft acquainted us, that it was cuftom- 


ary for all fpirits, in their paflage through that city, 
to pay their refpeéts to that lady Difeafe, to whofe 


 affiitance they had owed their dejiwerance from the 


lower world. We anfwered, we fhould not fail in 


. @ny cemplaifance, Which was ufual to others; upon 
which our hoft replied, he would immediately fend 


porters to conduct us. He had not long quitted the 
room, before we were attended by fome of thofe 
giave perfons, whom I have before defcribed in large 
tye-wigs, with amber-headed canes. Thefe gentlemen 
are the ticket-porters in this city, and their canes are 
the infignia, or tickets denoting their office. We in- 


formed them of the feveral ladies, to whom we were 


obliged, and were preparing to follow them, when- ’ 
on a fudden they all ftarted at’ one another, and left us 
ina hurry, with a frown on every countenance. We 
were furprifed at this behaviour, and prefently fam- 
moned the hoft, who was no fooner acquainted with 
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it, than he burft into a hearty laugh, and told us the 
reafon was, becaufe we did not fee the gentlemen the 
moment they came in, according to the cultom of the 
place; We an{wered with fome confufion, we had 
brought nothing with us from the other world, which 
we had been all our lives informed was not lawful to 
do. ‘* No, no, matter,’ replied the hoft, ¢ I am ap- 
* prized of that, and indeed it was my fault. I {hould 
* have firft fent you tomy Lord Scrape +; who would 
¢ have fupplied you with what you want.’ ¢ My Lord 
¢ Scrape fupply us !’ faid 1 wifh aftonifhment: * Sure 
* you muft know we cannot give him fecurity; and 
¢ Tam convinced he never !ent a fhilling without-it in 
‘ his life’? © No, Sir,’ anfwered the hoft, « and for 
8 


that reafon he is obliged to do it here, where he ts 


* fentenced to keep a bank, and to diftribute money 
‘ gratis to all paflengers. This bank originally con- 
¢ filled of juft that fum, which he had miferably hoard- 
‘ ed up in the other world, and he is to perceive it 
« decreafe vifibly one thilling a day, till it is totally 
‘ exhaufted: after which, he is to return to the other 
* world, and perform the part of a miler for feventy 
* years ; and then being purified in the body of a Hog, 
* he is td enter the human fpecies again, and take a 
* fecond trial.’ * Sir,’ faid I, * you tell me wonders: 
* but if his bank be to decreafe only a fhilling a-day, 
¢‘ how can he furnifh all paffengers?? ‘ The refts 
anfwered the hoft, * is fupplied again ;° but in a man- 
* ner, which I cannot eafily explain to you.’ * I ap- 
¢ prehend,’ faid I, * this diftribution of his money ts 
« inftéted on him as a punithment; but 1 do not fee 
* how it can anfwer that end? when he knows it to be 
‘ reftored to him again. Would it not ferve tbe pur- 
* pole as well, if he parted only with the fingle fhilling, 
‘which it Yeems is all he is really ta lofe? ¢ Sir,’ 
cries the holt, * when you obferve the agonies with 
‘ which he parts with every guinea, you will be of an- 
‘ other opivion. No prifoner condemned to death 
‘ ever begged fo heartily for tranfportation, as he, 


+ That we may mention it once for all, in the panegyrical 
part of this work, fome particular perfon is always meant, but 
ao the fatiricdl nobody. 

¢ whea 
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é. when he received his fentence, did to go to hell, 
‘ provided he might earry his money with him. But 
¢ you will know more of thefe things, when you arrive 
‘ at the upper world ; and now, if you pleafe, I will 
* attend you to my Lord’s, who is obliged to fupply 
¢ you with whatever you defire.’ 

We found his Lordfhip fitting at the upper end of 
a table, on which was an immenfe fum of money, 
-  difpofed in feveral heaps,- every one of which would - 
- - have purchafed the honour of fome patriots, and the 
chaltity of fome prudes. The moment he faw us, he 
turned pale, and fighed, as well apprehending our bu- 
finefs, Mine hoft accofted him with a familiar air, 
which at firft furprifed me, who fo well remembered 
the refpeét I had formerly feen paid this lord, by men. 
infinitely fuperior-in quality to the perfon who now 
faluted him in the following manner: * Here, you 
‘lord, and be dam—d to your little fneaking foul, 
"© tell out your money, and fupply your betters with 
“ -€ what they want. Be quick, firrah, or I'|] fetch the 
- © beadle to you. Don’t fancy yourfelf in the lower 
‘ world again, with your privilege at your a~—.’ 
He then fhook a cane at his Lordfhip, who immediately 
began to tell out his money with the fame miferable-' 
air and face, which the mifer on our ftage wears while 
he delivers his bank-bills. This affeéted fome of us 
fo much, that we had certainly returned with no more 
than what would have been fufficient to fee the por- 
ters, had not our hoft, percciving our compafiion, beg- 
ged us not to fpare a fellow, who in the midit of m- 
mente wealth had always refufed the leaft contribution 
to charity. Our hearts were hardened with the re 
fletion, and we all filled our pockets with his money. 
I remarked a poetical fpirit in particular, who {wore 
he would have a hearty gripe at him: ¢ For,’ fays he, 
* the rafcal not only refuted to fubicribe to my werks, 
“but fent back my letter nnanfwered, though I am a 
‘ better gentleman than himfelf,’ 

We now returned from this miferable object; great- 
ly admiring the propriety as well as juitice of his pu- 
nifhment, which confifted, as our holt informed us, 
merely in the delivering forth his money; and he ob- 

: ferved, 
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ferved, we could not wonder at the pain this gave him, 
fince it was as reafonable that the bare parting with 
money fhould make him miferable, as that the bare 
having money without ufing it fhould have made him 


happy. 
Other tye-wig porters (for thofe we had fummoned 


. hefore refufed to vifit.us again) now attended us ; and 


we having feed them the inftant they entered the room, 
according to the inftructons of our hoft, they bowed 
and f(miled, and offered to introduce us to whatever 
difeaie we pleafed. 

We fet out feveral ways, as we were all to pay our 
refpects to different ladies. I direéted my porter to 
fhew me to the Fever on the Spirits, being the difeafe 
which had delivered me from the flefh. My guide 
and I traverfed many ftreets, and knocked at. feveral 
doors, but to no purpofe. At one we were told lived 
the Confumption; at another, the Maladie Alamode, 
a French lady; atthe third, the Dropfy; at the fourth, 
the Rheumatifm; at the fifth, Intemperance; at the 
fixth, Misfortune. I was tired, and had exhaulted my 
patience, and almoft my purfe; for I gave my por- 
ter ‘a new fee at every blunder he made: when my 
guide, with a folemn countenance told me, he could 
do no more; and marched off without any farther ce- 
Femony. 

He was no fooner gone, than I met another gentle- 
man with a ticket, #. es an amber-headed cane in his 
hand. I firft feed him, and themacquainted him with 
the name of the difeafe. He calt himfelf for two or 
three miiutes into a thoughtful pofture, then pulled a 
pee of paper out of his pocket, on which he writ 

omething in one of the oriental languages, | believe; 
for IT could not read a fyHable: he bad me carry tt 
to fuch a particular fhop, and telling me it would do 
my bufinefs, he took his leave. 

Secure, as I now thought myfelf of my direation, 
¥ went to the fhop, which very much refembled an 
apothecary’s. The perfon who officiated, hhaving read 
the paper, took down about twenty different jars, and 
pouring fomething out of every ome of them, made. 

2 a.mix-. 
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a mixture, which he delivered to me in a bottle, hav- 
ing firft tied a paper round the neck of it, on which 
were written three or four words; the laft containing 
eleven iyllables. J mentioned the name of the difeate 
I wanted to find out; but received no other an{wer, 
than that he had done as he was ordered, and the 
I began now to be enraged, and quitting the fhop 
with fome anger in my countenance, I intended to 
find out my inn: but meeting in the way a porter, 
whofe countenance had in it {umething more pleafing 
than ordinary, [ refolved to try once more, and clapt 
a fee into his hand. As foon as I mentioned the 
difeafe to him, he laughed heartily, and told me [ 
had been impofed on: for in reality, no fuch difeafe 
was to be found in that city. He then enquired into 
the particulars of my cafe,‘and was no fooner ac- 
quainted with them, than he informed me that the 
Maladie Alamode was the lady to whom I was ob- | 
ged. I thanked him, and immediately went to pay 
my refpes to her. 
The houfe, or rather palace, of this lady, was 
one of the moft beautiful and magnificent in the 
tity. The avenue to it was planted with fycamore 
trees, with beds of flowers on each fide; it was ex- 


- tremely pleafant, but thort. [I was conducted through 


@ magnificent hall, adorned with feveral ftatues and 
buftoes, moit of them maimed, whence I concluded 
them all to be true antiquities: but was informed they 
were the figures of fevéral modern heroes, who had 
died martyrs to her ladyfhip’s caufe. I next mount- 
ed through a large painted ftair cafe, where feveral 
perions were depictured in caricatura; and upon en- 


_ Guiry was told they were the portraits of thofe who 


had diftinguithed themfelves againft the lady in the 
lower world. I fuppofe, I fhould have known the 
faces of many phyficians and furgeons, had they not 
been fo violently diftorted by the painter. Indeed, he 


| had exerted fo much malice in his work, that [ be- . 
_ lieve he had himfelf received fome particular favours 


from the lady of this manfion. It is difficult to con- 


_ Ctive a group of ftranger figures. I then entered a 


> 
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Jong room hung round with the picturés of women 
of fuch exaé& fhapes and features, that I fhould have 
thought myfelf in a gallery of beauties,’ had not a 
certain fallow palenefs in their complexions given mea 
more diltafteful idea. Through this, I proceeded 
to a fecond apartment, adorned, if I may fo call it, 


with the figures of old ladies. Upon my feeming to - 


admire at this furniture, the fervant told- me witha 
{mile, that thefe had been very good friends of his 
Jady, and had done her eminent fervice in the lower 


world. J immediately recolle&ted the faces of one or. 


two of my acquaintance, who had formerly kept 
bagnio’s ; but was very much furprized to fee the re- 


femblance of a lady of great diftin@ion in fuch come | 


pany. The-fervant, upon my mentioning this, made 
no other anfwer than that his lady had pictures of alf 
degrees. : : 

I was now introduced into the prefence of the lady 


herfelf. She was a thin, or rather meagre perfon, 


very wan in the countenance, had no nofe, and many 
pimples in her face. She offered to rife at my en- 
france, but could not ftand. After many compli- 
ments, much congratulation on her fide, and the moft 
fervent expreffions of gratitude on mine, fhe afked me 
many queftions concerning the fituation of her affairs 
in the Jower world ; moft of -which I anfwered to her 
intire fatisfaction. At laft, with a kind of forced 
Smile, fhe faid, * I fuppofe the Pill and Drop go or 
‘ fwimmingly.’ Itold her they were reported to have 


done gréat cures. She replied, fhe. could apprehend ~ 


no danger from any perfon, who was not of regular 
practice ; ‘ for however fimple mankind are,’ faid fhe, 
* or however afraid they are of death, they prefer 
¢ dying in a regular manner to being cured by a nof- 
‘trum.’ She then exprefs’d great pleafure at the ac- 
count I gave her of the beau monde. She faid, fhe 
had, herfelf, removed the hundreds of Drury to the 
hundreds of Charing-crofs, and was very much de- 
_ Jighted to find they had fpread into St James's; that 
fhe imputed this chiefly to feveral of her dear and 
worthy friends, who had lately publifbed their excel- 
icnt works, endeavouring to extirpate all notions 


religion 


~ 
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religion and virtue; and particularly to the deferving 


author of the Batchelor’s Eitimate, * to whom,’ faid the, 
‘if I had not reafon to think he was a furgeon, and 
* had therefore*written from mercenary views, I could 
‘ never fufficiently own my obligations.’ She {poke like- | 


wie greatly in approbation of the method fo generally 


ufed by parents, of marrying children very young, 
and without the [eaft affection between the parties 
and concluded by faying, that if thele fafbions con- 


tinued to fpread, fhe doubted not .but the fhould .~ 


fhortly be the only difeafe who woul ever receive a 
vifit from any perfoa of confiderable rank. « 

While we were difcourfing, her thrée daughters 
entered the room. They were all called by. hard 
names; the -eldeft- was named { Lepra, the fecond 
Cheras, and the third Scorbutia. They were al} 
genteel, but’ugly. .I could not help. obferving. the 
little refpect they paid their parent; which the old 
lady remarking in my countenafce, as. foon as they 
quitted the room, which foon happened, acquainted 
me with her unhappinefs in her offspring, every | 
one of which had the confidence to deny themfelves 
to be her children, though the faid fhe had been a | 
very indulgertt mother, and had plentifally provided 
for them ali. - As famihy complaints generally as 
much tire the hearer, as they relieve him who makes 
them, when I found her launching farther into this 


fabjed, I refolved to put an end to my vifit; and 


taking my leave, with many thanks for che favour 
fhe had done me, I returned ‘to the inn,. where I 
found my fellow-travellers juft mounting into their. 
Vehicle. I fhook hands with my hoit, and accom- 
panied them into the coach, which tnmediately. after 
proceeded on its journey. 


'. £ Thee ladies, I believe by their names, prefided over the 


Rprojy, king’ s-evil, and four Use 
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CHAP. IV. 


Difcourfes on the road, and a defcription of the palace of 
Death. 


at 


E were all filent for fome minutes, till being 

well fhaken into our feveral feats, I opened 

my mouth firft, and related what had happened to me 
_ after our feparation in the city we had juft left. The 
reft of the company, except the grave female fpirit, 
whom our reader may remember to have refufed giv- 
ing an account of the diitemper which occafioned 
her diffolution, did the fame, It might be tedious. to 
relate thefe at large; we fhall therefore only mention 
a very remarkable inveteracy which the Surfeit de- 
clared to all the other difeafes, efpecially to the Fever, 


who fhe faid, by the roguery of the porters, received. - 


acknowledgements from numberlefs paflengers, which 
were due to herfelf. ’.« Indeed,’ fays the, * thofe cane- 


* headed fellows,’ for fo fhe called them, alluding, I 


fuppofe, to their ticket, ‘ are conftantly making {uch 
*. miltakes ; there’s no gratitude in thofe fellows ; for I 
“ am fure they have greater obligation to me than to 
* any other difeafe, except the vapours.” Thefe rela- 
tions were no fooner over, than one of the company 
informed us, we were approaching to the moft noble 
building he had ever beheld, and which we learnt 
from our coachman, was the palace of Death, Its 
outfide, indeed, appeared extremely magnificent. Its 
ftruture was of the Gothic order: vaft- beyond ima- 
gination,.the whole pile confifting -of black marble. 
Rows of immenfe yews form an amphitheatre round 
it of fuch height and thicknefs, that no ray of the 
fun ever perforates this grove; where’ black eternal 
darknels would reign, was it not excluded by innu- 
merable lamps, which are placed in pyramids round 
the grove. So that the diftant reflection they caft on’ 
the palace, which is plentifully gile with gold on the 
outfide, is inconceivably folemn. To this I may add, 
the hollow murmur of winds conftantly heard from 
the grove, and the very remote found of roaring waters. 
| Indeed, 


i. 
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Indeed, every circumftance feems to confpire to fill 
the mind with horror and coniternaticn as we ap- 
proach to thts palace; which we had {carce time to 
admire, before our vehicle ttopped at the: gate, and. 
we were defired to alight in order to pay our relpects. 
to his moft mortal majeity, (this being the title-wiich 
it feems he aflumes.)) The outward court was full of 


foldiers, and, indeed, the whole very much réfem- | 
bled the ftate of an earthly monarch, only more mag- | 


nificent. "We paffed through ieveral courts, into a vaib 
hall, which led to a fpacious ftair-cate,, at the bottom 
of which ftood two pages, with very grave countenan- 
ees; whom I recollected afterwards te have formerly 
been very eminent undertakers, and were m reality the: 
only difmal faces | faw here: for this palace, fo aw- 
ful and tremendous without, is all gay. and fprightly 
within, fo that we foon lott all thofe difmal.and gioo- 
my ideas. we had contracted in approaching it. Indeed,. 
the fill filence maintained among the guards and at- 
tendants refembled rather the ftately pomp of eaiterm 
courts ; but there was.on every face fuch: fymptoms 
of content and happinefs, that diffufed an air of 


chearfulnefs all round. We aicended the. ftair-cafe,. 


and pafled through many noble apartments, whofe. 
walls were adorned with various batile-pteces in ta- 
peltry, and which we fpent {ome time in-obferving.. 
Thefe brought to my mind thole beautiful ones | had 
in my life time feen-at Blenheim,. nor could | prevent. 
my curiofity from engniring where the Duke of Marl-- 
borough’s victories were placed ; (for I think they were 
almoit the only battles of any eminence. 1 had 
read of, which 1 did not meet with:) when the fke- 
leton of a beef-eater fhaking his head, told me, a cer- 
tain gentleman, one Lewis XIV. who had great in-- 
tereft with his moft mortal majelty, had prevented any 


fach from being hung up there; ‘ befides,’ fays hey» | 


* his majefty hath no great refpe& for: that Duke, fom 
* he never fent.him.a fubject he could keep from him,. 
“nor did he ever get a fingle fubject by his means, but: 
* he loft 10c0 others for him!’ , We. found. the pree 
fence. chamber, at our. entrance, very full, and a buz 
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‘yan through it, as in all affemblies, before the princi- 
pal figure enters; for his majelty was not yet come. 
out. At the bottom of the room were two perfons in 
clofe conference, one with a fquare black cap on his 
head, and the other with a robe embroidered with flames 
of fire. Thefe, I was informed, were a judge long 
Since dead, and an inquifitor general. I overheard 
them difputing. with great eagerneis, whether the one 
had hanged,- or the other burnt the moft. While I 

"was liltening to this difpute, which feemed to be in no | 
Jikelihood ef a fpeedy decifion, the emperor entered 
the room, and placed himfelf between two figures, 
one of which was remarkable for the roughnefs, and 

_ the other for the beauty of his appearance. Thefe 
were, it feems, Charles XII. of Sweden, and A- 
lexander of Macedon. I was at too great a dittance 
to hear any of the converfation, fo could only fatisfy 
my curinfity by contemplating the feveral perfonages 

* prefent, of whofe names 1 informed myfelf by a page, 

_ 4 who looked as pale and meagre as any coust page in 
the other world, but. was fomewhat mare modeft. He - 
fhewed me here two or three Turkifh emperors, to 
whonr his moft mortal majelty feemed to exprefs much 
civility. Here were likewife feveral of the Roman em- 
perors, among whom none feemed fo much carefled ag 

_ Caligula, on account, as the page told me, of his 
pious wifh, that he could fend all the Romans hither 

atone blow. The reader may be perhaps furprifed 
that I faw no phyficians near me; as tndeed I was my- 
Self, till informed that they were all departed to the City 
of Difeafes, where they were bufy in an experiment to 
purge away the immortality of the foul. 

It would be tedious to recolle& the many individuals 
I faw here: but | cannot omit a fat figure well dreft 
in the French fafhion, who was received with extraor- 
dinary complaifance by the emperor, and whom I ima- 
gined to be Lewis XIV. himtelf; but the page ac- 
quainted me he was a celebrated French cook. | 

We were at length introduced to the royal pre- 
fence, and had the honour to kiis hands. His sa a 
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afked us a few queftions, not very material to relate, 
and foon after retired. ; oe: 
>: When we returned into the yard, we. found our 
caravan ready to fet out, at which we ail declared 
ourfelves well-pleafed; for we were fufficiently tired 
with the formahty of a court, notwichitanding its oute 
ward iplendor and magnificence. 


C H A P.  V. 


The travellers proceed on their journey, and meet feveral 
Spirits, who are coming into the fie/h. 


E now came to the banks of the great river 

Cocytus, where we quitted our vehicle, and 

paffed the water ina boat, after which we were obliged 

to travel on foot the refit of our journey; and now we 

met, for the firft time, feveral paffengers travelling to 

the world we had left, who informed us they were 
fouls going into the fleth. 

The two firft we met were walking arm in arm in 
very clofe and friendly conference; they informed us, 
that one of them was intended for a duke, and the o- 
ther fora hackney coachman. As we had not yet ar- 
rived at the place where we were to depofite our paf- 
fions, we were all furprifed at the familiarity which 
fubfilted between perfons of fuch different degrees, 
nor could the grave lady help exprefling her aftonith- 
ment at it. The future coachman then replied with 
a laugh, that they had exchanged lots; for that the 
duke had with his dukedom drawn a fhrew of a wife, 
and the coachman only a fingle ftate. © 

As we proceeded on our journey, we met a folemn 
fpirit walking alone with great gravity in his counte- 
Nance: our curiofity invited us, notwith{tanding his 
referve, to afk what lot he had drawn: He an{wered, 

with a fmile, he was to have the reputation of a wile 
-Man with 100,000/. in his pocket, and that he was 
Practifing the folemnity which he was to aé in the o- 

ther world. 
_ A little farther we met a company. of very merry 
fpirits, whom we imagioed by their mirth to have 
drawn 


f 
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drawn fome mighty tot; but on enquiry, they informed 

us they were to be beggars. . 
_ . The farther we advanced, the greater numbers we 
met; and now we dilcovered two large reads leading 
ditterent ways, and of very different appearance; the 


one all craggy with rocks, full as it feemed of. boggy. 


grounds, and every where befet with briars, fo that it 


was impoffible to pafs through it wiihour the utmoft ' 


danger and diffienlty; the other the moft delightful 
imaginable, leading through the moit verdant imea- 
dows, painted and pertumed with all kinds of beauti- 
ful flowers; in fhort, the moft wanton imagination 
could imagine nothing more lovely. Notwithit 
which,. we were furprifed to fee great numbers crowd.’ 


° ° . 8 8 % 
ing into the former, and only one or4wo folitary (pirits - 


chuling the latter. On inquiry we were acquainted 
that the bad road was the way to Greatnefs, and the 
other to Goodnefs. When we exprefled our furprife. 
at the preference given to the former, we were ac- 
Quainted that it was chofen for the fake ‘of the mufic. 
of drums and trumpets, and the perpetual acclamations. 
_of the mob, with which thoie who travelled this ways. 


were conitaatly faluted. We were told likewife, that - 


there were feveral noble palaces to be feen,.and lodged. 
in on this road,. by thofe who. had paffed through the 
difficulties of it, (which indeed many were not able to. 
_{furmount) and great quantiiies of all forts of treafure. 

_ to be found in it;, whereas the other had-kttle inviting, 
more than the beauty of the way, fcarce a hand{fome. 
building, fave one greatly refembling a certain houlfe: 
by the Bath, to be feen during the whole journey; 
an¢ laltly, thar it was thought very feandalous and: 
mean-ipirited te. travel through this, and as highly 
honourable and noble to pafs by the. other. | 
- We now heard a violent noife, when cafting our. 

eyes forwards, we perceived.a vat number of {pirits- 
advancing in purfuit of one, whom they mocked and 
infulted with all kinds of feorn. I cannot give my. 
reader a more adequate idea of this fcene, than by 
comparing it to an Englifh mob conduding a pick- 
pocket to the water; or by fuppofing that an incenfed 
- audience 
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audience at a play-houfe bad unhappily poffeifed them- 
felves of the miferable damned poet. Some Jaughed, 
fome hifled, femé fquawled, fome groaned, tome 


bawled, fome fp@# at him, fome threw dirt at. him. ~ 


Ie was impoffible fot to afk who or what the wretched 
fpirit was, whom they treated in this barbarous man- 
ner; when, to our great furprife, we were informed 
that it was a king: we were likewife told, that this 
manner of behaviour was ufual among the fpirits to 
thofe. who drew the lots of emperors, kings, and other 


al 


common, than for thofe who had drawn thefe 
great prizes, as to'us they feemed, to exchange them 
wif taifors dnd coblers; and that Alexander the 
Great and Diogenes had formerly done fo; he that 
was afterwards Diogenes having. originally fallen on 
the lot of Alexander. 

And now on a fudden, the mockery ceafed, and thé 
king fpirit having obtained a hearing, began to {peak 
as follows: for we were now near enough to hear 
him diftin@ly. eege «28 


© GENTLEMEN, 


© Tam juftly furprifed at your treating me in this 
“ manner ; fince, whatever lot I have drawn, I did not 
‘ chufe: if therefore it be worthy: of derifion, you 
“ fhould compaffionate me, for it might have fallen 


‘to any of your thares. I know in how low a light: 


* the ftation which fate hath affigned me is corfi- 
* dered here, and that when ambition doth not fup- 
* portcit, it becomes generally fo intolerable, that theré 
* is fcarce any other condition for which it is not glad- 


Mt men, not from envy or anger, but mere derifion~. 
d conxetppt of earthly grandeur: that nothing was 


‘ ly exchanged: for what portion in the world to which | 


* we are going, is fo miferable as that of care? Should 
a serene confider myfelf as become: by: this lot 
‘ eflentially your fuperior, and of a higher order of 
* being than the reft of my fellow-creatures: fhould [ 
* fooltthly imagine myfelf without wifdom fuperior td 
© the wife, without knowledge to the learned, with- 
| ‘ ouk 
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out courage to the brave, and without goodnef$ 
and virtue to the good and virtuous; {urely fo pre- 
pofterous, fo abfurd a pride4wbuld juftly render 
me the object of ridicule. But ar be it from me 


to entertain it. And yet, gentlemen, I prize the 


lot [ have drawn, nor would [ exchange it wath any 


of yours, feeing it is in my eye fo much greater 
than the reft. Ambition, which J-own mylelf pof- — 


feffed of, teaches me this. Ambition, which makes 


me covet praife, aflures me, that I fhall ehjgy a 


much larger proportion of it than can fall witin 
your power either to deferye or, obtain. am thép 
fuperior to you aH, when I am able to,dé moi 

good, and when I execute that power.~ What 
the father is to the fon, the guardian to the er 
phan, or the patron to his client, that am I to’ you. 
You are my children, to whom I will be a father, 
a guardian, and a patron. Not one evening in my: 
long ‘reign (for fo itis to be) will I repofe myfelf 
to reft, without the glorious, the heart-warming 
confiderasion, that thoufands that night owe theif 
{weetelt reft to me. What a delicious fortune is it 
to him, whofe ftrongeft appetite is doing good, to 
have every day the opportunity and the power of f{a- 
tisfying it! If {uch a man hath ambition, how hap- 
py is it for him to be feated fo on hiyh, that every 
act blazes abroad, and attracts to him praifes tainted 
with neither farcafm nor adulatton, but fuch as 
the niceft and moft delicate mind may relifh? Thus 
therefore, while you derive your good from me, f 
am your fuperior. If to. my ftri& diftribution of 
jultice you owe the fafety of your property. from do- 
meftic enemies: if by my vigilance and valour you 
are protected: from foreign foes: if by my encourage- 


Ment of genuine induftry, every {ciencg, every art 


which can embellith or fweeten life is produced and 
flourifhes among you ; will any of you be fo infen- 
fible or ungrateful, as to deny praife and refpect to 
him, by whofe care and conduét. you enjoy thele 
bleifings ? [ wonder not at the cenfure which fo.fre- 


quently falls on thofe in my ftation; but I wonder — 


that thofe in my ftation fo frequently deferve it. 
| © Whak 


‘ 
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‘ What ftrange perverfenefs of nature! what wanton 
‘delight in miichief muit taint his compofition, who 
« prefers dangers, difficulty, and dityrace, by doing 
‘evil, to fafety, eafe, and honour, by doing good? 

. © who refufes happinc’s in the other worid, and hea. 
‘ven in this, for miiery there, and hell here? But 
‘ be -ffured, my intentions are diikerent. I dhall ale — 
‘ ways endeavour the caie, the happinefs, and the 
‘ glory of my people, being confident that by fo do- 

‘ ing, take the mott certain method of. procuring 
‘them all to myfelf.’—He then itruck direély into ~ 
‘the road of Goodnefs, and received fuch a fhout of ° 
applaule, as I never remember to have heard equalled. 

' He was gone a littke way, when a fpirit limped 
after him fwearing he would fetch him back. This 
fpirit, 1 was prefently informed, was one who had 
drawn the lot of his prime minifter. 


C HAP. VI 


An account of the wheel of Fortune, with a method of 
preparing a ypirit for this world. 7 


E now proceeded on our journey, without ftay= 
ing to fee whether he fulfilled his word or no; 
and, without encountering any thing worth mention- 
ing, came to the place where the fpirits on their paf- 
fage to the other world were obliged to decide by lot 
the ftation in.which every one was to at there. Here 
was a monftrous wheel, infinitely larger than thofe in 
which ‘I had formerly feen lottery tickets depofited. 
This was called the WHegt oF Fortune. The 
goddefs herfelf was prefent. She was one of the moft 
deformed females I ever beheld ; nor could | help ob- 
ferving the frowns fhe exprefled when any beautiful 
{pirit of her own fex paffed by her, nor the affability 
which fmiled in her countenance on thg approach of 
any handfome male fpirits. Hence I accounted for 
the truth of an obfervation I had often made 6n - 
earth, that nothing is more fortunate than handfome’ 
Men, nor more unfortunate than handfome women.- 
The reader may be perhaps pleafed with an account . 
| the 
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the whole method of equipping a_fpirit for his en- 
trance into the flefh. , 

Firft then, he receives from a. very fage perfon, 
whofe look much refembled that of an apothecary, 
(his warehoufe likewife bearing an affinity to an apo- 
thecary's fhop) a fmall phial infcribed, Tue PatTue- 
tic Porton, to be taker juft before jyou are born. 
This potion isa mixture of all the paflions, but in 
no exact proportion, fo that fometimes one predomi- 
nates and {ometumes another ; nay, often in the hurry 
of making up, one particular ingredient is, as we 
were informed left out. The fpirit receiveth at the 
fame time another medicine called the Nouspuoric 
Decoction, of which he is to drink ad dibitum. This 
decoction is an extract from the faculties of the mind, 
fometimes extremely ftrong and fpirituous, and fome- 
times altogether as. weak: for very little care is taken 
in the preparation. This decoction is fo extremely 
bitter and unpleafant, that notwithftanding its whole- 
fomenefs, feveral f{pirits will not be perfuaded to fwal- 
low a drop of it; but throw it away, or give it to. any 
other who will receive it: by which means fome who 
were not difguited by the naufeoufnefs, drank double 
and treble portions. I obferved a beautiful young fe- 
male, who tafting it immediately from curiofiry, 
{crewed up her face and caft it from her with great 
difdain, whence advancing prefently to-the wheel, fhe 
drew a coronet, which the clapped up fo eagerly, that 
I could not diftinguifh the degree; and indeed, I ob- 
ferved jeveral of the fame fex, after a very {mall fip, 

throw the bottles away. 7. > 

As foon as the fpirit is difmiffed by the operator, 
or apothecary, he is at Jiberty to approach the wheel, 

where he hath a right to extra@ a fiugle lot: but ° 
thofe whom fortune favours, fhe premits fometimes 
fecretly to draw three or four. I obferved a comical 
kind of figure who drew forth a handful, which, 
when he opened, were a bifhop, a general, a privy- 
countellor, a player, and a poet laureat, and return- 
ing the three firft,.he walked off {miling with the two 
I Every 


WORLD TO THE NEXT, &c. 229 


Every fingle Jot contained two or more articles, 
which were generally difpoied fo as to render the lots 
as equal as pofiible to each other. 
On one was written Earl, . 
Riches 
Health, 
Difquietude. 
On another, Cob-er, 
| Sicknefs, 


a | 


; Good-humour. . 
On a Third, Poet, 
Contempt, 
Self -/atisfaQiote 
On a Fourth, General, 
. | Honour, 
Dijcontent, 
On a Fifth, Cottage, 
. . Happy -love. 
On a Sixth, Coach and fix, 
| Impotent jealous bufoand. 
On a Seventh, - Prime-minifier, | 
- Difgrace. 
On an Eighth, Patriot, 
Glory. 
On a Ninth, Philofopher, 
Poverty, ~ 
Eafe.’ 
On a Tenth, «' Merchant, 
Riches, 
Care. ; 
And indeed the whole feemed to contain fuch a mix- 
ture of good and evil, that it would have puzzled me 
Which to chufe. [ mut not omit here, that in every 
lot was directed whether the drawer fhould marry or 
remain in celibacy, the married Jots being all marked 
with a: large pair of horns. 

We were obliged, before we quitted this place, to 
take each of us an emetic from the apothecary, which 
immediatély purged us of all our earthly paffions, and 
prefently the cloud forfook our eyes, as it doth thofe 
of Aneas in Virgil when removed by Venus, and we 
difcerned things in a much clearer light than before. 

Vou. V. x , We 
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We began to compatlionate thofe {pirits who were 
" making their entry into the flefh, whom we had til 


_— 


then tecretly envied, and to long eagerly for thofe de- . 


Jivhtful plains which now opened themfelves to our 
eyes, and to which we now haitened with the utmoft 
eagernefs. On our way, we met-with feveral fpirits 
with very dejected countenances; but our expedition 
would not fuffer us to aik any queltions. 


At length we arrived at the gate of Elyfium. Here 


was a prodigieus croud of fpirits waiting for admit- 
tance, fome of whom were admitted, and fome were 

rejected : for all were ftrictly examined by the porter, 

whom I fooa difcovered to be the celebrated Judge 
Ninos. ’ 


C HA P. VU. _ 
The proceedings of Fudge Minos, at the gate of Elfium 


¥ NOW got near enough to the gate, to hear the 

feveral claims of thofe who endeavoured to pafs. 
The fir, among other pretenfions, fet forth, that he 
had been very liberal to an hofpital; but Minos an- 
{wered, Oftentation, and repnifed him. The fecond 


exhibited, that he had confantly frequented his church, - 


been arigid obferver of falt-days. He likewife re- 
prefented the great animofity he had fhewn to vice 1a 
others, which never efcaped his fevereft cenfure ; and, 
as to his own behaviour, he had never been once 
guilty of whoring, drinking, gluttony, or any other 
excels. He faid, he had difanherited his fon for get- 
ung a battard — Have you fo? faid Minos, them 
pray retura into the other world and heget another ; 
tor fuch an unnatural rafcal fhall never pafs this gate. 
A dozen others, who had advanced with very confi- 
dent countenances, feeing him rejeéted, turned about 
cf their own accord, declaring, if he could not pals, 
they had no expectation, and accordingly they fol- 
Jowed him back to earth; which was,the fate of all 
_who were repulted, they being obliged to take a far- 
ther purification, unlefs thofe who were guilty pf fome 
very heinous crimes, who were huflled in at a aes 
: AC 
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back gate, whence they immediately tumbled into the - 
bottomle{s pit. 
The next ipirit that came up, declared, he had done 
neither good nor evil in the world: for that fince his 
arrival at man’s eftate, he had {pent his whole time in 
fearch of curiofities; and particularly in the fludy of 
butterRies, of which he had collected an immenfe num- 
ber. Minos made him no anfwer, but with great 
{corn puthed him back. | ; 
There now advanced a very beautiful fpirit indeed. 
She began to ogle Minos the moment fhe faw- him 
She faid, the hoped there was fome merit in refuling a 
great namber of lovers, and dying a maid, though the 
had ha3 the choice of ahundred. Minos told her fhe 
had not refuted enough yet, and turned her back. 
She was fucceeded by a {pirit, who told the judge, | 
he believed his works would fpeak for him. Whas 
works? anfwered Minos. My dramatic works, re» 
plied the other, which have done fo much good ir . 
recommending virtue and puntlhing vice.— Very well, 
faid the judge, if you pleafe to ftand by, the firft per- 
fon who patles the gate by your means, fhall carry 
you to with him: but, tf you will take my advice, E 
think, for expedition fake, you had better return and | 
hve another life upon earth. The bard grumbled at 
this, and replied, that befides. his poetical works, he 
had done fome other good things: for that he hud © 
ence lent the whole profits of a benefit night to a 
friend, and by that means had faved him and his fa- 
mily from deftruction. Upon this, the gate flew open, 
and Minos defired him to walk in, telling him, if 
he had mentioned this at firft, he might have ipared 
the remembrance of his plays, The poet anf{wered, 
he believed, if Minos had read his works, he would 
fet a higher value on them. _ He was then beginning 
to repeat, but Minos puihed him forward, and turn- 
ing his back to him, applied himfelf to the next paf- 
 fenger, awery genteel {pirit, who made a very low. 
bow to Minos, and then threw himfelf mto an erect 
attitude, and imitated the motion of taking {nuff with - 
| . X23 , : 
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his right hand.—Minos afked him, what he had to 


fay for himfelf? He anfwered, he would dance a mi-., 


nuet with any fpirte in Elyfium: that he could like- 
wile perform all his other exercifes very well, and 
hoped he had in his life deferved the character of a 
_ perfeé fine gentleman. Minos replied, it would be 
great pity to rob the world of io fine a gentleman, 
and therefore defired him to take the other trip. The 
beau bowed, thanked the judge, and faid he defired 
no better. Several fpirits exprefled much aftonifh- 
ment at this his fatisfacion; but we were afterwards 
informed,-he had not taken the emetic above-men= 
tioned. + | 


‘A miferable old fpiris now crawled forwards, whofe - 


face } thought I had formerly feen near Weftminitere 
-Abbey. fie entertained Minos with a long-harangue 
- of what he had done when in the nouse; and.then 
proceeded to inform him how much he was wosth, 
without attempting to produce a fingle inftance of any 


one good action. Minos ftopt the career of his dif= . 


courfe, and acquainted him, he muft take a trip back 


again.— What, to S-—- houfe? faid the’ fpirit in an - 


ecittafy. But the judge, without making him any an- 
twer, turned to another, who with a very folemn air 
and great dignity, acquainted him, he was a duke. 
"To the right about, Mr duke, cried Minos, you are 
‘jnfinitely ton great a man for Elyfium; and then giv- 
ing him a kick on the b—ch, he addrefled himielf to 
a fpirit, who with fear and trembling begged he might 
not go to the bottomlefs pit: he faid, he hoped Minos 
would confider, that though he had gone altray, he 
had fuffered for it; that it was neceflity which drove 
‘him to the robbery of eighteen pence, which he had 
committed, and for which he was hanged: that he 
had done fome good actions in his ‘life, that he had 
fupported an aged parent with his Jabour, that he had 
been avery tender hufband and a kirid father, and 
that he had ruined himfelf by being bail for his friend. 


At which words the gate opened, and Minos bid him . 


enter, giving him a flap on the back as he pais’d by 
ina, 3 | 


ee | ' A great 
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Minos; 1 hope you had a good livin 
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- A great number of fpirits now came forwards, 


who all declared they had the fame claim, and thae 
the captain fhould fpeak for them. He acquainted 
the judge, that they had been all fain tm the tervice 
ef their country. Minos was going to adinit them, 
but had the curiofity to afk who had been the invader, 
morder, as he faid, to prepare the back gate tor him, 
The captain an{wered, they had been the invaccrs 
themlelves, that they had entered the enem:es coun- 
try, and burnt and plundered feveral citics.—And 
for what reafon? faid Minos. By the command of 
hin who paid us, faid the caprain, that is the reaton 
of a foldier. We are to execute whatever we are 
commanded, or we fhould be a difgrace to the army, 
and very litile deferve our pay. You are brave fel- 
lows, indeed, faid Minos, but be pleated to tice 
about, and obey my command-for once, in returning 
back to the other world: for what fhould fuca fel-. 
lows as you do, where there are no cities to be burnt,. 


nor people to be deitroyed? But let me advife you to 


have a ftricter regard. to trugh for the future, and not 
eall the depopulating other countries the fervice of 
yourown. ‘lhe captain anfwered, In arace, D—n 
me, do you give me the lye? and. was goicg to take: 
Minos by the nefe, had not his guards prevented Aim, 


and immediately turned him and all his followers back : 


the fame road they came. 7 
Four fpirits informed the jodge, that they had: 
Been ttarved to death through poverty: being the fa- 
ther, mother, andtwo children... That they had beer 
honeft, and’as induftrions as poffible, till ficknefs nad 
Prevented the man from: labour.—Alj] that 1s very 
true,- cried a grave fpirtt, who ttoud by-: I know the 
fa&; for thefe poor people were under my core. . — 
You was, I fuppofe, the parion of. the parifh, cries: 
g Sir, That 
Was but a {mall one, replied the-fpirit : but i had an- 
ether a little better.—Very well, iaid Minos, let the: 


Poor people pafs. - At which the parfon was fepping, 


forwards wiih a ftately gait before them; but 9110s 
caught hold cf him, and pulled him back,. iy ng, 
Not fo falt, door ;. you mnit take one ep more inta 
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the other world firt ; for no man enters that gate with- a 


out charity. 

A very ftately figure now prefented himfelf, dis 
informing Minos he was a patriot, began a very florid 
harangue on public virtue, and the liberties of his 
country. Upon which, Minos fhewed him the ut- 
mott refpeé&t, and ordered the gate to be opened. The 
patriot was not contented avith this applaufe—he faid, 
he had behaved as well in place as he had in the op- 
pofition; and that though he was now obliged to 


embrace the court-meafures, yet he had behaved very. 


honeftly to his friends, and brought as many in as was 
pollible—Hold a moment, fays Minos, on fecond 
confideration, Mr Patriot, 1 think a man of your 
great virtue and abilities will be fo much mifs’d by 
your country, that if I might advife you, you fhould 
take a journey back again. 1 am fure you will not 
decline it. for [ am certain you will with great reas 


dinefs facrifice your own happinefs to the public 
- good. The patriot fmiled, and told Minos, he be- 
heved he wag in jelt; and was offeringyto enter the | 


gate, but the judge laid falt hold of him, and infilted 
on his return, which the patriot ftill declining, he at 
Jat ordered his guards to feize him, and conduct him 
back. 

A fpirit now advanced, and the gate was imme- 


diately thrown open to him, before he had {pokena . 


word 1 heard fome whilper,—That i is our lait Lord 
Mayor. 

It now came to our company’s.turn. The fair 
{pirit, which I mentioned with fo much applaufe, in 
the beginning of my journey, pafs’d through very 
ealily ; but the grave lady was rejected on ner ‘rk ape 
pearance, Ninos declaring, there was not a fingle 
prode in Elyfium. 

The judge then addrefs’d himfelf to me, who little 
exp:cted to pafs this fiery trial. I confeis’d 1 had im- 
dul red myfe :if very freely with wine and women in 
my youth, out bad never done an injury to any man 
Jiving, nor avoided an opportunity of doing goods 
that i pretended to very little virtue more than gee- 
ral philanthropy, and private friendihip.—I was pro- 

ie cecding, 
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ceeding, when Minos bid. me enter the ‘gate, and not 
indulge my felf with trumpeting torth my virtucs. I 


‘accordingly pafled forward with my lovely companion, 


and embracing her with valt eagernefs, but fpirituab 


innocence, the returned my embrace in the fame wan- ~ 


ner, and we both congratulated ourfelves on Gur arrte 


val in this happy region, whofe beauty no painting of 


the imagination can deicribe, 
‘ 


' C H- A P...VOL 


The adventures which the author met on bis firft entrance. 
tuto Rlyjiuim.  ° 


- 


E purfiued our way through a delicious grove 

of orange-trees, where | faw infinite numbcrs 
of fpirits, every one of whomn.i knew, and was known 
by them: (for fpirits here know one another by intui- 
tion.) I prefently met a little daughter, whom | had 
loi feveral years before. Good gods ! ! what words 
can defcribe the raptures, the melting pathonate tens 
dernets, with which we kitled each other , continuing in. 
our embrace, with the moit extatic joy, a fpace, w hich 
af time had been meatured here as on earth, could not 
be lefs than half a year. 


\ 


The firft {pirit with whom I entered into difcourfe, 


was the tamous Leonidas of Sparta. I acquainted 
him with the honours which had been done him by a 
celebrated poet of our nation; to which he anfwered, 
he was very much obliged to him. 

We were prefently afterwards entertained with the 
moit delicious voice I had ever heard, accompaniéd by 
a violin, equal-to Signior Piantanida. | prefently 
ditcovered the mufician and fongiter to be Orpheus 
and Sappho. 

Old Homer was prefent at this concert, (if I may 
fo call it) and Madam Dacier fatin his Jap. He atked> 
much after Mr Pope, and faid he was veiy defirous of 
feeing him; for that he had read his Iliad in his tran- 
flution with almott as muclr delight as he believed he 
had given others in the original. 1 had the curiofity 
to enquire whether he had really writ that poem in 
cence pieces, and fung it about. as ballads ail over 
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Greece, according to the report which went of him? 


He fmiled at my queftion, and afked me ‘whether 
there appeared any connection in the poem: for if 
I then 
importuned him to acquaint me in which of the cities 
which contended for the honour:of his birth, he was 
really born ? To which he anfwered—U pon my foul, 
I can’tiell. | 
Virgil then came up to me, with Mr Addifon under 
his arm. * Well, Sir,’ faid he, * how many tranflations-. 
‘ have thele few laft years produced of my A®neid 2? 
L told him, | believed feveral, but L could not pcflibly 
remember; for that I had never read any but Doétor 
Trapp’s. —-- * Ay,’ faid he, * thatis a curious piece 
* indeed!’ I then acquainted: him with the difcovery 
made by Mr Warburton of the Eleufinian my tteries 
eouched: in his fixth book, © What myfteries?? faid 
MrAddifon. ‘ The Eleufinian,’ anfwered Virgil, which 
© I have difclofed in my fixth book.’ * How !’ replied 
Addifon? * You never mentioned a word of anv fuch 
© mytteries to me in all our acquaintance.’ ¢ 1 thoughe 
¢ it was unneceflary,” cried the other, ‘ to a man of 
© your infinite learning: befides, you. always told me, 
* you perfectly underitood my meaning.’ Upon this 
J thought the critic looked a little out of countenance, 
aad turned afide to a very merry fpirit, one Dick | 
Steele, who embraced him, and told him, he had been 
the greateft man upon earth; that he readily refigned 
up all the merit of his own works to him. Upon 
which. Addifon gave him a gracious {mile, and clap- 
ping him on the back with much folemnity,. cried out, 
© Well faid, Dick.’ ; 

I then ob/erved Shakefpeare ftanding between Bet» 
terton and. Booth, and deciding a diflerence between 
thofe two great actors, concerning the placing an ace . 
cent in one of his lines: this was difputed on both 
fides with a warmth which farprized me in Elyfium, 
til U difcovered by intuition, that every foul retained 
its principal characterillie, being, indeed, its very ef: 
fence. ‘The line was that celebrated one in Othello; 

Put cut the light, and then put.out the light, 


> 


_ > acc rding to Betterton. Mr Booth contended to have 


‘It thus: 
Pat 


- 
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Put out the light, and then put out THER light. - 
Tcould not help oifering my conjecture on this-occa- 
fion, and fuggeited it might perhaps be, . 

Put out the light, and then put out THY light, 
Another hinted a reading very fophiiticated in my 
Opinion, ; 

.Put out the light, and then put out THEE, light; 
making light to be the vocative cafe. Another would 
have altered the laft word, and read, 2 

Put cut thy light, and then p:t out thy fight. 

But Betterton faid, if the text was to be dtiturbed, he 
faw no realon why a word might not be changed as 
well as a letter, and inftead of'* put out thy. light,” 
you might read * put out thy eyes.’ At la(t it was 
agreed on all fides to refer the matter to the decifion 
of Shakefpeare himfelf, who delivered his fentiments 
asfollows: Faith, gentlemen, it is. fo long. tince 1 

'* wrote the line, I have forgot my meaning. This I[ 
‘ know, could I have dreamt fo much nonfenfe would 
‘ have been talked, and writ about it, I would have 
“ blotted it out of my works: for 1am fure, if any | 
‘ of thefe be my meaning, it doth me very little ho- 
‘ nour.’ . 

He was then interrogated concerning fome other am- 
biguous paflages in his works; but he declined any: 
fatisfaQory anfwer; faying, if Mr Theobald had not 
writ about it fufficiently, there were three or four more. 
hew editions of his plays coming out, which he hoped 
would fatisfy every one: Concluding, * J marvel noe 
“thing fo much as that men will gird themfelves at 
‘ difcovering obfcure beauties in an author. Certes: 
* the greateft and moit pregnant beauties are ever the 
* plaineft and moft evidently ftriking ; and when two 
“ meanings of a paffage can in the leaft balance our 
* judgments which to prefer, I hold it matter of un-. 
* queitionable certainty, that neither of them is worth 
“a farthing.” 

From his works our converfation turned on his mo- 
“Rument; upon which Shakefpeare, fhaking his fides, - 
and ‘addrefling himfelf to Milton, cried avt; * On my 
* word, brother Milton, they have brought a noble 
* fet of poets together ; they would have ie 
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; . te 4 
¢ erft have convened fuch a company at their tables, 
‘ when alive’ ‘ True, brother,’ anfwered Milton, 
* unlefs we had been as incapable of eating then as we 


¢ are now.’ 
C H A P. IX. 
‘Mere adventures in Elyfums 


CROUD of fpirits now joined us, whom I 
foon perceived to be the heroes, who here fre- 
quently pay their refpeéts to the feveral bards, the re- 
corders of their actions. I now féaw Achilles and 
Ulyiles addrefling themfelves to Homer, and AZneas 
and Julius Cefar to Virgil: Adam went up to Milton,. 
upon which I whilfpered Mr Dryden, that I thought 
the devil fhould have paid his compliments there, ac- 
cording to his opinion. Dryden’ only anfwered, I 
believe the devil was in me when I faid fo. Several. 
applied themifelves to Shakelpeare, amongft whom 
Henry V. made a very diftinguilhing appearance. 
While my eyes were fixed on that monarch, a very 
{mall fpirit came upto me, fhook me heartily by the 
hand, and told me his name was Toomas THUMM 
J exprefled great fatisfaction in feeing him, nor could 
LThelp fpeaking my refentment againft the hiftariany 
who had done fuch injuftice to the ftature of this great 
dittle man: which he reprefented to be no bigger than. 
a fpan; whereas | plainly perceived at firft fight, he 
was full a foot and a half, (and the 37th part of- an 
inch more, as he himfelf informed me) being indeed 
hittle fhorter than fome confiderable beaus of the pre- 
fent age. + 
I afked this little hero concerning the truth of thofe 
fiories related of him, viz. of the pudding and the cow’s 
belly. Astothe former, he faid it was a ridiculous 
legend, worthy to be laughed at; but as to the Jatter, 
he could not help owning there was fome truth in tt: 
nor had he any reafon to be afhamed of it, as he was 
{wallowed by furprise; adding w'th great fiercenelsy 
that if he had had any weapon in his hand, the cow 
fhould have as foon {wallowed the devil. He 
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He fpoke the laft word. with fo much fury, and 
feemed fo confounded, that perceiving the etfedt it 
had on him, [| immediately waved the ory, and paf- 
fing to other matters, we had much converfation touch- 
ing giunts. He faid, fo tar fram killing any, he had 
never feen one alive; that he believed thoie actions 
were by miltake recorded of him, inflead of Jack the 
giant-killer, whom he knew very.well, atid who had, 
he fancied, extirpated the race. I aifured him to the 
contrary, and told him I had myfelf feen a huge tame 
giant, who very complaifantly ftaid in Londén a whole 
winter, at the ipecial requett of feveral gentlemen and 
ladies; though the affairs of his family called him 
home to Sweden. 

I now beheld a ftern-lonking fpirit leaning on the — 
fhoulder of another fpirit,.and prefently ditcerned the 
former to be Oliver Cromwell, and the latter Charles 

Martel. Town I was a little {urprized at feeing Crom- 
well here; for I had been taught by my granginother, 
that he was carried away by the devil himfelt ina 
tempeft: but he aflufed me on his honour, there was 
not the leaft truth in that ftory. However, he con- 
felfed he had narrowly efcaped :he bottomleds pit; and , 
if the former part of his condu@ had not been more 
to his Ironour than the latter, he had been certainly 
fouled into it, He was neverthelefg fent back to the 
Upper world with this let, 
Arnly, ° 
Cavalier,  — | 
Diftress. - % 
‘He was born for the tecond time, the day of Char- 
des '[.s reftoration, into a family which had lolt a very 
contiderable fortune in the fervice of that prince and 
his father, for which they received the reward very 
often conferred by princes on real merit, viz. 000. 
At fixteen his father bought a finall commiilion for 
him in the army, in which he ferved without any pro- 
Motion all the reigns of Charles Ul. and of his brother. 
At the revolution he quitied his regiment, and follow- ~ 
éd the fortunes ot his tormer mafter, and was in his 
fervice dangeroufly wounded at tbé famous battle of 
the Boyne, where he fought in the capacity of a pri- 
: é vale 
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vate foldier. He recovered of this wound, and retired 
after the unfortunate king to Paris, where he was re- 
duced to fupport a wife and feven children, (for hig 
Jot had horns in it) by cleaning fhoes and tnuffing 
candles at the opera; in which’ fituation after he had 
{pent a few milerable years, he died halt itarved and 
broken-hearted. He then revifited Minos, whe com- 
paffionating “his fufferings, by means of that family to 
whom he had been tn his tormer capacity fo bitter an 
enemy, fuffered him to enter here. 

My curiofity could not refrain afking him one que- 
Rtion, i, e. Whetber in reality he had any defire to ob 
tain the crown: = e {miled, and faid, * No more than 
© an ecclefia'tic hath to the mitre, when he cries, Nolo 
¢ Epifcopari: Indeed, he tecmed to exprefs fome con- 
tempi atthe queition, and pretently turned away. 

4 venerable {pirit appeared next, whom |: found to 
be the great ht:torian Livy Alexander the Great, 
who was jut arrived trom the palace of Death, paffed 
by him witha frown. The hiitorian obferving it, faidy 
* Ay. you may frown; but thole troops which cone 

© quered the bale A liaue flaves, would have made no 
© figure againft the Komans.? We then privately la- 
mented the dofs of the molt valuable part of his hittory, 
after which he took occafion to commend the judicious 
colle@ion made by Mr Hooke, which he taid was in- 
finitely preferable to all others; and at my mentioning 
Echard’s, he gave a bounce, not unlike the going off 
of a iquib, and was departing from me, when | begged 
him to fatisfy my curiofity in one pojnt, whether he 
was really fuperfitions or no? for! had always be- 
lieved he was, ti!] Mr Leibnitz had affured me to the 
contrary. He antwered fullenly,—* Doth Mr Leib- 
* nitz know my mind better than mylelf?’ and thea 
walkéd away. 
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CHAP. xX. 


The author is furprized at meeting Fulian the Apoftatein 
Elyfium: but is fatisfied by him, by what means he 
procured his entrance there. Julian relates his advem- 
tures in the characer of a flave. : 

| S he was departing, I heard him flute a fpiri¢ 

by the name of Mr Julian the apoftate. This 
exceedingly amazed me: for I had concluded, that 
no man ever hada better title to the boitemlefs pit 
than che. But I foon found, that this fame Julian 
the apoftate was alfo the very individual archbifhop 

Latimer. He told me that feveral lies had been 

raifed on him in his former capacity, nor was he fo 

bad a man as he had been reprefented. However, he 
had been denied admittance, and forced to underge 

feveral fubfequent pilgrimages on earth, and to a& 

in the different characters of a flave, a Jew, a general, 

an heir, a carpenter, a beau, a monk, a fiddler, a 

wife man, a king, a fool, a beggar, a prince, a ftatef- 

man; a foldier, a tailor,an alderman, a poet, a knight, 

a dancing-matter, and three times a bifhop before his 

Martyrdom, which, together with his other behaviour 

in this laft charaer, fatisfied the judge, and procured 

him a paffage to the bleffed regions. 

I told him, fuch various characters muft have pro- _ 
duced incidents extremely entertaining; and if he 
remembered all, as I fuppcfed he did, and had leifure, 
I fhould be obliged to him for the recital. He aniwer- 
ed, he perfeatly recollected every circumftance ; and 
as to leifure, the only bufinefs of that #aPPy place 
‘was to contribute to the happinefs of each other. He 
therefore thenked me for adding to his, in propofing 
to hima method of increafing mine. Ithen took my 
dittle darling in one hand, and my favourite fellow- 
traveller in the other, and going with him to a funny 
bank of flowers, we all fat down, and he began as 
follows : 

‘I fuppofe, you are fufficiently acquainted with 
“my ftory, during the time I aéted the part of the 
“ emperor Julian, though I affure you, all which hath 
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been related of me ts-not true, particularly with re- 
gard to the many prodigies forerunning my death. 
However, they are now very little worth difputing ; 
and if they can ferve any purpofe of the’ hiftorian, 
they are extremely at his fervice. 

« My next entrance into the world, was at Laodi- 
cea in Sysia, ina Roman family of no great note ; 
and being of a roving difpofition, | came at the 
age of feventeen to Conftantinople, where, after 
about a year’s ftay, | fet out for Thrace at the 
time when the emperor Valens admitted the Goths 
into that country. I was there fo captivated with 
the beauty of a Gothic lady, the wife of one Ro- 
doric a captain, whofe name, out of the moft de- 
licate tendernefs for her lovely fex, 1 fhall even at 
this diftance conceal; ince her behaviour to me 


wag more confiftent with good-nature,- than with 


that virtue which women are obliged to preferve 
again{t every affailant. In order to procure an 
intimacy with this woman, I fold myfelf a flave to 
her hufband, who being of a nation not over-in- 
clined to jealoufy, prefented me to his wife, for 
thofe very reafons, which would have induced one 
of a jealous complexion to hare, with-held me from 
her, namely, for that I was young and handfome. 

* Matters fucceeded fo far according to my with, 
and the fequel anfwered thofe hopes which this be- 
ginning had Praifed. JI fooa perceived my fervice 
was very acceptable to her: I often met her eyes, 
nor did fhe withdraw them without a confufion which 
is fcarce confiftent with entire purity of heart. In- 
deed, fhe gave me every day frefh encouragement, 


but the unhappy diftance which circuinftances had 5 


placed between us, deterred me long from making 


any direct attack; and fhe was too ftrict an obferver | 


of decorum, to violate the fevere rules of modelly 
by advancing firft: but pafficn, at laft, got the bet- 
ter of my refpeét, and 1 refolved to make one beld_ 
attempt, whatever was the confequence. | Accord- 


ingly, Jaying hold of the firft kind opportunity, | 


when fhe was alone, and my mafter abroad, I ftout- 
ly affaited the citadel, and carried it by ail 
| mo ‘ We 
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* Well may I fay by ftorm ; for the refiltance [ met 
was extremely refolute, and indeed, as much as 
‘the moft perfect decency would require. She {wore 
‘ often fhe would cry out for help; but ! anfwered, 
‘ it was in vain, feeing there was no perfon near to af- 
‘ fit her ; and probably the believed me, for the did 


‘ not once actually cry out; which if fhe had, Imighe 


‘ very likely have been prevented. 

‘ When fh: found her virtue thus fubdued againft 
‘her will, the :patiently fubmitted to her fate, and 
‘quietly fuffered me a Jong tirhe to enjoy the molt 
‘delicious fruits of my victory ; but envidus fortune 
‘ refolved to make ur pay a dear price for my plea- 
‘fure. One day, in the midit of our happinefs, 
‘we were fuddenly furpriied by the unexpected re. 
‘turn of her huiband, who coming directly into 
‘his wife’s apartment, juit allowed me time to creep 
‘under the bed. ‘Lhe diforder in which he found 


‘his wife, might have furprifed a jealous temper 3_ 


‘ty his was io far otherwife, that poflibly no mif- 
* cnief would have happened; had he not by a crofs 
‘accident difcovered my legs, which were not well 
‘hid. He immediately drew me out by them, and 
‘then turning to his wife with a {tern countenance, 
‘began to handle a weapon he wore by his fide, 


‘with which Iam perfuaded he would have initant- 


‘ly difpatched her, had [ not very gallantly, and 


‘with many imprecations, aflerted her innoceace 


n 


and my-own guilt; which, however, I protelted 
-had hitherto gone no further than defiga, She fo 
well feconded my plea (for fhe was a woman of 
wondertul art,) that he was at length imjpofed upon ; 


threatning all manner of tortures, which the poor 
lady was in too'great a fright and confulion to 


~n Umm 


raifed a jealoufy in him not afterwards to be removed. 
‘ After fome hefitation, Rodoric cried out, he had 
luckily hig on the moft proper puniihment for me 
m the world, by a method which would at once 
* do fevere juitice on me for my criminal inténtion, 
¥ 2 and, 


and now all his rage’ was directed again{t me, 


diffiade him from executing ; and perhaps, ifher cons — 
cern for me had made her attempt it, it would heve 
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and, at the fame time, prevent me from any danger 
of executing my wicked purpofe hereafter. This cru- 
el refolution was immediately executed, and I was no 


. Jonger worthy the name of a man. 


‘ Having thus difqualifed me from doing him any 
future injury, he ftill retained me in his family : 
but the lady, very probably repenting of what the 
had done, and looking on me as the author of her 


guilt, would never, for the future, give me either: 


a kind word or look: and fhortly after, a great ex- 
change being made between the ‘Romans and the 


Goths of dogs for men, my lady. exchanged me with 


a Roman widow for a fmall lapdog, giving a confi 
derable {um of money to boot. | | 
* In this widow’s fervice I remained feven years, 
during all which time 1 was very barbaroully treat- 
ed. 4 was worked without the leaft mercy, and 
often feverely beat by a fwinging maid-fervant, 
who never called me by any other names than thofe 
of the Vhing and the Animal. Though I oed 
my utmoft induitry to pleafe, it never was in my 
power. Neither the lady nor her woman would 
eat any thing I touched, faying, they did not believe 
me wholfome. It is unneceffary to repeat particu- 
lars ; ina word, you can imagine no kind of ill ufage 
which I did not tuffer in this fatwily. . 

* At laft, an heathen prieft, an acquaintance of 
miy lady’s, obtained me of her for a prefent. The 
fcene was now totally changed, and 1 had as much 
reafon to be fatisfied with my prefent fituation, as 
J had to Jament my former. I was fo abfolutely 
my mafter’s favourite, that the reit of the flaves 
paid me almofl as much regard as they fhewed to 
him, well knowing, that it was entirely m my 
power to command, and treat them as I pleafed. 
I was entrniied with all my matter’s feerets, and 
ufed to affilt him in privately conveying away by 


night the facrincees from tue altars, which the peo- 


ple believed the deities themfelves devoured. Upon 
thefe we feafted very elegantly, nor could invention 


fuggeft a rarity which we did not pan.per ourtelves | 


with. Perhaps you may admire at the clofe union 
« between 
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between this prieit and his flave: but we lived in 
an intimacy which the Chriitians thought criminal : 
but my inmaiter, who knew the will of the gods, with 
whom -he told me he often converied, aflured me 


‘It Was pertectly Innocent. 


‘ This nappy lite continued about ue years, when 
my matter’s death, occafioned by a furfeit gat by 


overteeding on ieveral exquilite oes pus an 


end to it. - : 

‘ 1. now fell into the hands of ane of a very diffe. 
rent difpotition, and this was no other than the 
celebrated St Chryioftome, who dieted me with 
fermons initead of facrifices, and filled my ears with — 
good things, but not my belly. Inflead of high 
tood to fatien and pamper my flefh, 1 had receipts 


to mortify and reduceit. With thefe ft edified fo 


well, that within a few months | became a ikeleton. 
However, as he had converted me to his faith, I was 
well enough fatisfied with this new manner of liv- 
ing, by which he taught me, I nnght infure my- 
{ett an eternal reward in a future ftate. The faint 
was a good-natured man, and never gave me an 
ill word but once, which was occafioned by my 
neglecting to place. Ariftophanes, which was his 
conitant bed-fellow, on his pillow. He was, in- 
deed, extremely fond of that Greek poet, and fre- 
quently made me read his comedies to him; when 
] came to any of the loofe pafluges, he would {mile, 
and jay, * [t was pity his matter was not as pure as his 
ityle ;? of which latter, he was fo immoderately fond, 
that notwithitanding the deteftation he'exprefled for 
obicenity, he hath made me repeat thofe paflages 
ten times over. The character of this good man 
hath been very unjulily attacked by his heathen co- 
temporaries, particularly with regard to women 3. 


but his fevere invectives againft that. ‘fex, are his 


fufficient juflification. ‘ 
‘ From the fervice.of this faint, from whom I re- 
ceived manumilfion, | entered into the family of 
Timafius, a leader of great eminence in the impe-- 
rial army, into whofe favour I. fo far infinuated: 
mylclf, that he preferred me to a goed command, 
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and foon made me partake of both his company 
and his fecrets. I foon grew intoxicated with this 
preferment, and the more he loaded me with be- 
nefits, the more he raifed my opinion of my own 
merit; which fill outftripping the rewards he con- 
ferred on me, infpired me rather with diffatisfaction 
than gratitude. And thus by preferring me be- 
yond my merit or firit expectation, he made me att 
envious afpiring enemy, whom perhaps, a more 
moderate bounty would have preferved a dutiful 
fervant. | 

*] fell’ now acquainted with one Lucilius, 4 


‘creature of the prime-minifter Eutropius, who had 


by his favour been raifed to the polt of a tribune; 
a man of low morals, and eminent only in that 
meanel} of qualities, cunning. This gentleman 


imagining mea fit tool for the minitter’s purpote, 


having often founded my principles of honour and 
boneity, both which he declared to me were words 
without meaning; and tinding my ready concur- 
rence m his fentiments, recommended me to Eu- 
tropius, as very proper to execute fome wicked 
purpoies he had contrived againft my friend ‘I'- 
mafhus. The minifter embraced this recommen- 
dation,. and [ was accordingly acquaintéd by Lu- 


‘cilius (after fome previous accounts of the great 


efteem Eutropius entertained of me, from the tetti- 
mony he had borne of my parts), that he would tn- 
troduce me to him; adding, that he was a great 
encourager of merit, and that [ might depend upon 
his favour. 
* | was with little difficulty prevailed on to accept 


~ 


. of. this invitation. A late hour therefore the next 


evening being appointed, I attended my friend Lu- 
cilius to the miniiter’s houfe. He received me 
with the utmott civility and chearfulnefs, and af- 
fected fo much regard to me, that I, who knew 
nothing of thefe high fcenes of life, concluded I 
had in him the mott difinterefted friend, owing to 
the favourable report which Lucilius had made o 
me. I was however foon cured of this opinion: 
for immediately after fupper, our difcourfe turned 
ae a - © on, 
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* on the injuftice which the generality of the world 
“were guilty of in their conduét to great men, ex- 
‘ pecting that they fhould-reward their private merit, 
‘ without ever endeavouring to apply it to their ufe. 
“ What avail,’ faid Eutropius, * the learning, wit, 
“ courage, or any virtue which a man may be poilefled 
* of to me, unlefs J receive fome benefit from them ? 
** Hath he not more merit to me, who doth my buti- 
“ nefs, and obeys my commands, without any of thefé 
qualities ?? I gave fuch entire fatisfaction in my an- 
‘ twers on this head, that beth the mini@er and his 
‘ creature grew bolder, and, after fome preface be- 
‘ gan to accufe Timafius. At laft, finding | did not 
* attempt to detend him, Lucilius fwore a great oath, 
‘that he was not fit to live, «nd that he would de- 
‘ ftroy him. Eutropius anfwered, that it would be 
‘ too dangerous a talk : * Indeed,’ says he, ‘ his crimes 
“ are of fo black a dye, and fo well known tothe Em- 
** peror, that his death mult‘ be a very acceptable fers 
#* vice, and could not fail meeting a proper reward ; 
** but | queftion whether you are capable of executing 
“it” ‘If heis not,’ cried I, ‘I am; and furely, no 
“ man can have greater motives to deftroy him than 
“ myfelf: for, befides his difloyalty to my prince, for 
*‘ whom I have fo perfect a duty, 1 have private dif- 
* obligations to him. I have had fellows put over 
** my head, to the great fcandal of the fervice in ge- 
*‘ neral, and to my own prejudice and difappoint- 
‘* ment in particular.” ——I1 will not repeat you my 


. whole fpeech: but, to be as concife as poilible, 


‘ when we parted that evening, the minifter fqueezed 
* me -heartily by the hand, and with great commene- 
‘ dation of my honefty, and affurances of his favour, 
‘ hé appoited me the next evening to come to him 
‘ alone; when finding me, after a little more fcru- 
‘ tiny, ready for his purpofe, he propofed to me, to 
‘ accufe Timafius of high treafon: promifing me the 
‘ higheft rewards, if 1 would undertake it. The 
‘ confequence to him, I fuppofe you know, was 
‘ ruin: but what was it to me? Why truly, when 
* F waited on Eutropius, for the fulfilling his pro- 
‘ mifes, he received me with great diftance and 
‘ coldnefs; and on my dropping fome hints of my 

* expec 


248: A JOURNEY FROM THIS 


“a Qa a A-~ ara a a a 


aca a a 


a © aAamnaabr-a 


expectations from him, he affected not to underftand 
me; faying, he thought impunity was the utmolt 
1 could hope for, on difcovering my accomphee, 
whoie offence was only greater than mine, as he 
was in a higher ftation; and telling me, he had 
preat ditliculty to obtain a pardon for me from the 
Emperor, which, be faid, he had ftruggled very 
hardly for, as he had worked the difcovery out of 
me, he turned away, and addrefied himfelf to 
another perion. | 

‘ [| was fo incenfed at this treatment, that I re- 


folved revenge, and thould certainly have purfued | 


it, had he not cautioufly prevented me, by taking 


effectual means to difpatch me foon after out of the’ 


world 


‘ You will, I believe, ‘now: think I had a fecond 


good chance for the bottoinlefs pit, and indeed Mt- 
nos feemed inclined to tumble me in, till he was 1u- 
formed of the revenge taken on me by Rodoric, 
and my feven years fubfequent fervitude to the wi- 
dow ; which he thought tufficient to make atoneé 
ment for all the crimes a fingle life could admit of, 
and fo fent me back to try my fortune. a third 
time.’s | . 
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dua which Fulian relates his adventures in the charaGer 
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of an avaricious Jew. 


HE next character in which I was deftined 
to appear in the flcfh, was that of an avart- 


cious Jew. [ was born in Alexandria in Egypt. ~ 


My name was Balthazar. Nothing very remarkable 
happened to me, till the year of .the memorable 


tumult, in which the Jews of that city are reported — 


in hiftory to have maffacred more Chriftians than at 
that time dwelt in it. Indeed, the truth is, they 


“did maul the dogs pretty handfomely ; but I myfelf 


was not prefent, for as all our people were ordered 


to be armed, | took that opportunity of felling two. | 


{words, which probably I might otherwile nevet 
have difpofed of, they being extremely old Ae 
© roftys 
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‘rufty: fo that having no weapon left, I did not care 


to venture abroad. Befides, though [ really thought 
it an “act meriting falvation to murder the Naza- 
renes, as the fact was to be committed at midnight, 
at which time, to avoid iufpicion, we were all to 
fally from our own houfcs ; 1 could not perfuade 
myfelf to contume fo much oi] in fitung up till chat 
hour ; for thele reafons, therefore, | remained at home 
that evening. | 
‘ [was at this time greatly ennmoured with one 
Hypatia, the daughter of a philolopher ; a young 
lady of the greatcft beauty and merit ? indeed, the 
had every imaginable ornament both of mind and 
body. She feemed not to difike my perfon; but. 
there were two obiirudtions to our marriage, viz. 
‘my religion and her poverty; both which mighe 
probably have been got over, had not thole dogs 
the Chriltians murdered her; and what is worle, 
afterwards burnt her body : worte, L fay, becaufe I 
Joit by that means a jewel of fome value, which i had 
prefented to her, defigning, if ovr nuptials did not 
take place, to demand it of her back again. 
* Being thus difappointed in my love, | foon after 
left Alexandria, and went to the imperial city, where 
I apprehended | fhould find a good market for jew- 
els on the approaching marriage of the Emperor 
with Athenais. I difgnifed myfelf as a beggar on 
this journey, for thefe reafons: firft, as I imagined 
I fhould thus carry my jewels with. greater fafety ; 
and fecondly, to Ieflen my expences; which latter ex- 
pedient fucceeded {o well, that | begged two obolion 
my way more thin my travelling coit me, my diet be- 
ing chiefly roots, and my drink water. 
* But, perhaps, it had been better for me ‘if I had 
been more Javifh, and more expeditious: for the 
ceremony was over before I reached Conttantinople ; 
fo that [ loft that glertous opportunity of difpviing 
of my Jewels, with which many of our people were 
greatly enriched. 
‘ The life of a mifer is very little worth relating, 
as it is one conftant fcheme of getting or faving 
money. I fhall therefore repeat tu you fome tew 
. * only 
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only of my adventures, without regard to any or 
sha 
4 Roman Jew, who was a great lover of Faler- 


nian wine, and who indulged himfelf very freely — 


with it, came to dine at my houfe; when know- 
ing he thould meet with little wine, and that of the 
cheaper fort, fent me in half a dozen jars of Faler- 
nian.” Can you believe I-would not give this man 


hisown wine ? Sir, | adulterated it fo, that I made ~ 


fix jars of them; three, which he and his friend 
drank ; the other three [ afterwards fold to the very 
perfon ‘who originally fent them me, knowing he 
monte give a better price than any other 

* A noble Roman came one day to my houfe in 
the country, which | had purchafed, for half the va- 


lue of a difreff-d perfun. My neighbours paid 
hin the compliment of fome mufic, on which ac-- 


count when he departed he left a piece of gold with 
me, to be diftributed among them. I pocketed this 
money, and ordered them a fmall veffel of four wine, 


which | could not have fold for above two drachinas, - 


and afterwards made them pay in work three times 
ie value of it. 


As I was not entirely void of religion, tho’ I pre. - 
ea to infinitely more than I had, fo I endea- 


voured to reconcile my tranfactions to my con{cience 


as well as poflible. Thus I never invited any one- 


to eat with me, but thofe on whofe pockets | had 
fome defign, After our collation, it was conftantly 


my method to fet down in a book | kept for that 


purpofe, what f thought they owed me for their 


mel. Indeed this was generally a hundred times - 
as much as they could have dined elfewhere fors 


but however, it was guid pro quo, if not ad valorem. 


Now, whenever the opportunity offered of impofing 


on them, I confidered it only as paying myfelf what 
they owed me: indeed { did not always confine my- 
felf Rrigtly to what Tihad fet down, however extra- 
vagant that was; but [ recogciled taking the over- 
plus to myiclf as ulince. 


* But 1 was not only too cunning for others, I 


‘ fome- 
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fometimes over reached myfelf. I have contracted 
dittempers for’ want of food and warmth, which 
hath put me to the expence of a phyfician: nay, 
I once very narrowly efcaped death by taking. bad 
drugs, only to fave one feven eighths per cent. in the 
¢ price. 


_ © By thefe, al fuch like means, in the midf of 


.¢ 


Ce ee ee ee ee ee ee ee Ce Se Y 


aaaaeaa 


re er ee er ee er  D 


poverty, and every kind of diltrels, 1 faw myfelf 
maiter of an immenfe fortune: the cafting up and 
ruminating on which was my daily and only pleaiure. 
This was, however, obftru@ed and embittered /by 
two confiderations, which, againit my will, oftea 
invaded my thoughts. One would have been in- 
tolerable (but that indeed jeldom troubled me) was, 
that [ mult one day Jeave my darling treafure. the 
other haunted me Conunually, viz. that my_riches 
were no greater. However, I comforted mytelf a+ 
gainft this reflection, by an afflurance that they would 
increafe daily : on which head, my hopes were fo exé 


tenlive, that I may fay with Virgil, 


. His ego nec metus rerum nec tempora pono. 


Indeed I am convinced, that had f poffeffed the 
whole globe of earth, fave jone fingle drachma, 
which I had béen certain never to be mafter of, [ 


am convinced, [ fay, that fingle drachma would have . 
given me more uneafinefs than all the reft could af- | 


ford me pleafure. 
‘ To fay the truth, between my folicitude in core 
triving ichemes to procure money, and my ex- 
treme anxiety in preferving it, | never had one mc- 
ment of eafe while awake, nor of quiet when in 
my fleep. In all the charaGers through which [ 
have paffed, I have never undergone half the mi- 
fery { futkered in this ; and indeed Minos feemed. to 
be of the fame opinion : : for while I ftood trem- 
bling and thaking in expectation of my fentence, 
he bid me go back about my bufinefs ; for that ro 
body was to be d—n’d in more worlds than one. 
And indeed, I have fince alae that the devil will 
not receive a mifer,’ | , 
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What happened to Fulian in the charattees of a general, 
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‘an heir, a carpenter, and a beau. 


HE next ftep I took into the world; was at 

Apollonia in Thrace; where I was born of 
a beautiful Greek flave, who was the miftrefs of 
Eutyches, a great favourite of the emperor Zeno, 
That prince, at: his reftoration, gave me the com- 
mand of a cohort, I being then but fifteem years of 
age; anda little afterwards, before J had ever feen 
an army, preferred me, over the heads of all the old 
officers, to be a tribune. | ; 
‘ As I found an eafy accefs to the Emperor, by 
means of my father’s intimacy with him, he being 
a very good courtier, or, in other words, a mok 


.proftitute flatterer ; fo I foon ingratiated myfelf with 


Zeno, and fo well imitated my father in flattermg- 
him, that he would never part with me from about 


his perfon. So that the firft armed force I ever be- 


held, was that with which Martian furrounded the 


_ palace, where | was then fhut up with the reft of 


the court. a. 
‘Iowas afterwards put at the head of a legion, 


and ordered to march into Syria, with Theodoric — 


the Goth ; that is, | mean my legion was fo order- 
ed: for as to myfelf, I remained at court, with the 
name and pay of a general, without the labour or the 
danger. 
‘ As nothing could be more gay, i. e. debauched, 
than Zeno’s court, fo the ladies of gay difpofition 
had great fway init; particularly one, whofe name 
was Faufta, who, though not extremely handfome, 
was by her wit and {piritlinefs very agreeable to the 
Emperor. With her | lived in good correfponcence, 
and we together difpofed of all kinds of commiflions 
in the army, not to thofe who had moft merit, but 
who would purchafe at the higheft rate. My le- 
vee was now prodigioufly thronged by officers, whe 
returned from the campaigns; who, though they 
2 © might 
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*- might have been convinced by daily example, how 
‘ ineffeQual a recommendation their fervices were, 
< ftill continued indefatigable in attendance, and he- 
*« haved to me with as much obfervance and refpeda, 
‘ as I fhould have been entuled to, for making theit 
* fortunes, while | fuffered them and their families to 
“- ftarve. 

* Several poets, likewife, addrefled verfes to me, 
« in which they celebrated my military atchievements : 
* and what, perhaps, may feem {trange to us at pre- 
« fent, | réceived all this incenfe with moft greedy va- 
* nity, without once reflecting, that as 1 did not de- 
* ferve thefe compliments, they fhould rather put mé 
*« in mind of my defeats. 

« My father was now dead, and I became fo abfo- 
* lute in the Emperor’s grace, that one unacquainted 
€ with courts would. fearce believe the fervility with 
. € which all kinds of perfons, who entered the walls of 
© the palace, behaved towards me. A dow, a {mile, 
£ anod from me, as 1 paft through cringing crowds, 
* were efteemed as fignal favours, but a gracious 
* word made any one happy; and, indeed, had this 
© real benéfit attending it, that it drew cn the perfon, 
*« on whom it was beitowed, a very great degree of 
* refpe& from all others ; “for thefe are of current vat 
* Jue in courts, and, like. notes in trading cominuni- 
© ties, are affi ignable from one to the other. The 
‘ {mile of a court favourite immediately raifes the per- _ 
- * fon who receives it, and gives a value to his {mile 
-€ when conferred on an inferior: thus the fmile is 
‘ transferred from one to the other, and the great man 
* at laft is the perfon to difcount it. For inftance, a 
« very low fellow hath a defire to a place. To whom 
* is he to apply? not-to the great man; for to him 
* he hath no aceefs. He therefore applies to A, who 
'€ is the creature of B, who is the tool of C, who is 
© the flatterer of D, who is the catamite of E, who 
¢ is the pimp of F, who is the bully of ‘G, who is the . 
'* buffoon of I, who is the hufband of K, who is the 
‘ whore of L, who is the baftard of. M, who is the 
¢ inftrument of the grat man, Thus the fmile de- 
‘ tfeengine regularly fr f om the great man to A, is dif- 
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counted back again, and at lait paid -by the great 
man, 


‘ It is manifeft, that a‘court would fubfift as diffi. - 


cultly without this kind of coin, as a trading city 
without paper credit. Indeed,. they differ in this, 
that their value is not quite fo certain, and a favour- 


ite may proteit his fmile without the’ danger of | 


bankruptcy, 


‘ In the midft of all this glory, the emperor died, 


and Anaftafius was preferred to the crown. As it 
was yet uncertain whether I fhould not continue in 
favour, I was received as ufual at my entrance into 
the palace, to pay my refpeds to the new emperor; 
but I was no fooner rumped by him, than I received 
the fame compliment from all the reft; the. whole 
room, like a regiment of foldiers, turning their 
backs to me all at once, my fmile was now. become 
of equal value with the note of a broken banker, 
and every one was as cautious not to receive it. 

« I made as much hafte as poffible from the court, 
and fhortly after from the city, retreating to the 


place of my nativity, where I {pent the remainder 


of my days in a retired life, in hufbandry, the only 
amufement for which [ was qualified, having nei- 
ther learning nor virtue. | 

‘ When I came to the gate, Minos again feemed 
at firft doubtful, but at length difmiffed me; faying, 
though [ had been guilty of many heinous crimes, 
in as ihuch as | had, though a general, never been 
concerned in fpilling human blood, I might return 
again to earth. | 
‘J was now again born in Alexandria, and, by 
great accident, entering into the womb of my daugh- 
ter-in-law, came forth my own, grandfon, inherit- 
ing that fortune which I had before amaffed. 

‘ Fxtravagance was now as notorioufly my vice, 


‘as avarice had been formerly ; and I fpent, in 


avery fhort life, what had coft me the labour of 


a very long one to rake together. Perhaps, you 


will think my prefent condjtion was more to be ene 
vied than my former: but upon my word it was 
very little fo; for, by poffefling every thing almok 
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before [ defired it, I could hardly ever fay, I en- 
joyed my wifh: 1 fcarce ever knew the delight of 
fatisfying-a craving appetite. Befides, as I never 
once thought, my mind was ufelefs to me, and [ 
was an abjolute ftranger to all the pleafures ariling 
from it. Nor, indeed, did my education qualify 
me for any delicacy in other enjoyments; fo that 
in the midit of plenty I loathed every thing. Tafte 
for elegance, f had none; and the greateit of cor. 
poreal blifles I felt no more from, than the loweft 
animal. {na word, as while a mifer I had plenty 
without doring to ufe it, fo now [ had it without 
appetite. 

‘ But if I was net very happy in the heicht of my 
enjoyment, fo fl afterwards becaine perfectly muer- 
able; being foon overtaken by difeafe, and reduced 
to diftrefs, till at length, with a broken conftitution, 
and-broken heart, I ended my wretched days in a 


goal: nor can [ think the fentence of Minos too ~ 


maild, who condemned me, after having taken a 
large dofe of avarice, to wander three years on the 
banks of Cocytus, with the knowledge ‘of having 
{pent the fortune in the perfon of the grandion, 
which I had raifed in that of the grandfather. 

‘ The place of my birth, on my return to the 
world, was Conftantinop!e, where my father was a 
carpenter. The firft thing I remember was, the 
triumph of Belifarins; which was, indeed. a molt 
noble fhew; but nothing pleafed me fo much as the 
figure of Gelimer, king of the, African Vandals, 


who being led captive on this occafion, reflecting © 


with difdain on the mutation. of his own forrune, 
and on the ridiculous empty pomp of the conqueror, 
cried out; Vanity, VANITY, ALL 18 MERE VA- 
nity! ; : 
* { was bred up to my father’s trade, and you 
may eafily believe fo low a {phere could produce né 
adventures worth your notice. However, I mar- 
ried a woman I Jiked, and who proved a very toler- 
able wife. My days were paft in hard labour, but 
this procured me health, and I enjoyed a homely 
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fupper at night with my wife, with more pleafure 
than IT apprehend greater perfons find at their lusu- 
rious meals. My life had fcarce any variety in it, 


and at my death, I advanced to*Minos with great 


confidence of entering the gate: but I was unhap- 
pily obliged to difeover fome frauds | had been 
guilty of ia the meafure of my work, when | work- 
cd by the foot, as well as my lazinefs when I was 
employed by the day. On. which account when k 
attempted to pafs, the angry judge laid hold on me 
by the thoulders, and turned me back fo violently, 
that had [ hada neck of fleth and bone, I believe he 
would have broke it.’ 


CH AP, XIIL. 
Julian paffes inte a fop. 


Y feene of ation was Rome. I was born 

into a noble family, and heir to a confider- 
able fortune. On which my parents, thinking I 
fhould not’ want any talents, refolved very kindly 
and wifely to throw none away upon me. The on- 
ly inflru€tcrs of my youth were therefore one Sal- 
tator, who taught me feveral motions for my legs; 
and one Ficus, whofe bufinefs was to fhew me the 


cleanelt way (as ie called it) of cutting off a man’s — 


head- When I] was well accomplithed in thefe fei- 
ences, [ tho:ght nothing more wanting, but what 
was to be furnifhed by the feveral mechanics in 
Rome, who ‘deuit in drefling and. adorning the pope. 
Being therefore well equipped with all which their 
art could produce, £ became at the age of twenty 
a complete finifhed beau. And now during forty- 
five years I dreis’d, I fang and danced, and danced 
and fang, I bowed and ogled, and ogled and bowed, 
till m the 66th year of iny age, I got cold by over- 


! lal ig myfelf with dancing, and died. 
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© Minos told me, as I was unworthy of Els fiom, 
fo | was too infignificant to be damned, and theres 


* fore bad me walk back again,’ 
CHAP 
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C H A P. XIV. 
Adventures in ibe perfon of a monk. > 


ORTUNE now placed me in the character of & 
F younger brother of a good houfe, and I was in 
my youth fent to fchool; but learning was now af 
fo low art ebb, that my mafter himfelf could hardly 
conftrue a fentence of Latin; and as for Greek, -h¢ 
could not read it. With very littl knowledge theres 
fare, and with altogether .as fittle virtue, | was fey 
apart for the church, and at the proper age coms 
menced monk. I lived many years retired in a cell, 
a life very agreeable to the gloominefs of my tems 
per, which was much inclined to defpife the wor]d; 
that is, in other words, to envy all men of fuperior 
fortune and qualifications, and, in general, to hatg 
and deteit the human fpecies, Notwithfanding 
which, I could, on proper occafions, fubmit to flatter 
the vilett fellow in nature, which 1 did one Stepheg 
an eunuch, a favourite of the emperor Juftinian If, 


one of the wickedeft wretches whom perhaps th¢ 


world ever faw. I not only wrote a panegyric on 
this man, but I commended him as a pattern to all 
others in my fermons; by which means ] fo greatly 
ingratiated myfelf with him, that he introduced mg 
to the emperor’s prefence, where I prevailed fo fay 
by the fame methods, that I was fhortly taken from 
my cell, and preferred to a place at court. I wag | 
no fooneg eftablifhed in the favour of Juftinian, 
than I prompted him to all kinds of cruelty. Ag 
I was of a {our morofe temper, and hated nothing 
more than the fymptoms of happinefs appearing in 
any couptenanee, I reprefented all kind of diver-. 
fion and amusement as the moft horrid fins. I in- 
veighed again chearfulnefs as levity, and encou. 
raged nothing but gravity, or, to confefs the truth 
to you, hypocrify. ‘The unhappy emperor followed 
my advice, and incenfed the people by fuch repeated 
barbarities, that he was at lait depofed by chem 
and banifhed. | | 
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‘ I now retired again to my cell, (for hiftorians 
‘cittake in faying | was put to death) where I res 
' sined fafe from the danger of the irritated mob, 
whom f curfed m my own heart, as much as they 
could curle me. : . 

‘ Juftinian, after three years of his banifhment, 
revurned to Conftantineple in difgutfe, and paid me 


a vifit. I at firft affe@ed not to know him. and — 


without the leaft compunction of gratitdde for his 


former favours. intencved not to receive him, tila. 


thought imniediately fuggefting itfelf to me, how I 
might convert him to my advantage, I pretended to 
recolle& him; and. blaming the fhortnefs of my 
memory and badnefs of my eyes, I fprung forward 
and’embraced him with great aifection. | 

‘ My defign was to betray him to Apfimar, who, 
I doubted not, would generoufly reward fuch a fer- 
vice. 1 therefore very earneltly requefted him to 
fpend the whole evening with me; to which he con- 
lented. 1 formed an excufe for leaving him a few 
minutes, and ran away to the palace to acquaint 
Apfimar with the gueft whom | had then ‘in my 
cel]. He prefently ordered a guard to ‘go with me 
and feize him: but whether the length of my ftay 
gave him any fufpicion, or whether he changed his 
purpole after my departure, I know not: for at my 
return, we found he had given us the flip; nor could 
we with the moft diligent fearch difcover him, —__ 
¢ Apfimar being difappointed of his prey, now 
raged at me; at firft denouncing the mott dreadful 
vengeance, if I did not produce the depofed ‘mo- 
narch. Elowever, by foothing his paflion. when at 
the higheft, and afterwards by canting and flattery, 
I made a fhift to efcape his fury. - a 

‘ When Juflinian was reftored, I-very confidently 
went to with him joy of his reftoration : but it feems, 
he had unfortunately heard of my treachery, fo that 
he at firft received me coldly, and afterwards up- 
braided me openly with what I had done. [f per 
fevered ftoutly in denying it, as I knew no evidence 
could be produced againft me; till finding him ir- 
reconcileable, 1 betook myfelf to reviling him in 


my: 
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4 my fermons, and on every other occafion, as an 
* enemy to the church and good men, and as an in- 
© fidel and heretic, an atheift, a heathen, and an Arian. 


« This I did immediately on his return, and before he 


¢ gave thole flagrant proofs of his inhumanity, which - 


‘ aiterwards {ufficiently verified all I had faid. 

* Luckily, 1 died-on the fame day, when a great 
¢ number of thofe forces which Juftintan had feut as 

‘ gainft the Thracian Bofphorus, and who had exes 
¢ cuted fuch unheard-of cruelties there, perifhed. . As 
§ every one of thefe was cait into the bottomleis pit, 
¢ Minos was fo tired with condemnation, that he pro- 
¢ claimed that all prefent, who had not been cons 
¢ cerned in that bloody expedition, might, if they 
' pleafed, return to the other world. I took him at 
© his word, and prefently turning about began my 
: * journey.’ 


CH AP. XV. 
Julian paffes into the charader of a fiddler. 


OME was now the feat of my nativity. My 
: mother was an African, a woman of no great 
* beauty, but a favourite, | fuppofe from her piety, 
© to’ Pope Gregorf Il. Who was my father | know 
* not; but | believe no very confiderable man: for 
©. after the death of that pope, who was, out of his 
s religion, avery good friend to my mother, we fell 
* into great diftrefs, and were at length reduced to 
*: walk the ftreets.of Rome; nor -had any of us any 


. other fupport but a fiddle, on which I played with 


‘ pretty tolerable fkill: for as my genius turned na- 
* turally to mufic, fo | had been in my youth very 
¢ early inftruéted at the expence of the good pope’ 
*' This afforded us but a very poor livelihood: for 
‘. tho’ I had often a numerous crowd of. hearers, few 


* ever thought themfelves obliged to contribute the 


¥ fmalleh pittance.to the poor ftarving wretch who 


* had given them pleafure. Nay, fame of the graver . 
‘ pawal) after an hour’s attention. to my mufic, have 


‘ gone away fhaking their heads, and crying, it was 
* a fhame fuch uae were uttered to flay in the 


. oe 
: ‘ «To 


\ \ 


a69 - A JOURNEY FROM THIS — 


a ® @ e® @ @eaeemUchmhUClUchrFrhUCUCc Cc OFOlhUch FR FH 


\ 
a *®% @ 


w 


ae  @eaaa&gLg#4geneneaa @ a a2 f& @ a2 A 


“1e@ 


¢ To fay the truth, I am confident the fiddle 
would not have kept us alive, had we entirely des 
pended onthe generofity of my hearers. My moe 
ther therefore was forced to ule her. own induttry ; 
and while I was foothing the -ears of the crowd, ihe 
applied to their pockets, and that generally with 
fuch good fuccets, that we now began to enjdy a very 
comfortable ‘fubfiftence; and, indeed, had we had 
the leait prudence or forecaft, might have foon acs 
quired enough to enable us to quit this dangerous 
and difhunourable way of life: but I know not 
what is the reafon, that money got with labour and 
fafety is conftantly preferved, while the produce of 
danger and eafe.is commonly fpent as ealily, and 
often, as wickedly as acquited. Thus we proportioned 
our expences rather by what we had, than what we 
wanted, or even defired; and on obtaining a con- 
fiderable booty, we have even forced nature into the 
moft profligate extravagance, and have been wicked 
without inclination. | 3 

‘ We carried on this method. of thievery for a lang 
time without detedion ; but as Fortune generally 
leaves perfons of extraordinary ingenuity. in the 
lurch at lat; fo did fhe us: for my poor mother 
was taken in the fa&, and together with :my: 
felf, as her accomplice, hurried before a mazgi- 
ftrate. , 

* Luckily for us, the perfon who was to be our 


judge, was the greateft lover of mnfic in the whole 


city, and had often fent for me to play to him, for 
which,.as he had gtven me very fmall rewards, per- 
haps his gratitude now moved him: but whatever 
was his motive he -browBéat. the informers again 
vs, and treated their evidence with fo little favour, 
that their mouths were: foon flopped, and we dif 
miffed with honour ; ‘aequitted,: 1 fhould ragher.bave 
faid: for we were not fuftered to.depart, till had 
given the judge feveral tunes on the fiddle. 
«We efcaped the better :en- this: occafion, beeaufe 
the perfon robbed happened to be 2 poet; which 
gave the judge,. who was a facetious perfon, many 
opportunities of jefting. He fuid, poets and, mofie 
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cians {hould agree together, feeing they had mar- 
ried filters, which he atterwards explained to be the 
fitter arts.) And. when the piece of go!ld was pros 
duced, he burit into a loud laugh, and faid it mutt 
be the goiden age when poets had geld in their” 
pockets, and in that age there could be no robbers, 
He made many more jetts of the fame kind, but a 


‘fmall rate wiil fuffice. 


‘It is a common faying, that men fhould take 
warning by any fignal delivery; but [ cannot ap- 
prove the juiticgof it: for to me it feems, that the 
acquittal of a guilty perfon fhould rather infpire 


him with confidence, and it had this effe@ on ust 


for we now laughed at the law and defpifed its pu- 
nifhments, which we found were to be elcaped even 
againit pofitive evidence. We imagined the late 
example was rather a warning to the accufer than 
the criminal,and accordingly proceeded in the moh 
impudent and flagitious manner. ~ 

‘ among other robberies, one night being admitted 
by the jervants into the houfe of an opulent prieft, 
my mother took an opportunity, whillt the fervants 
were danciny to my tunes, to convey away a filver: 
veffel ; this fhe did without the lealt facriligious in- 
tention; but it feems the cup, which was a pretty 
larye one, was dedicated to holy utes, and only bore 
rowed by the prieft on an entertanment which he 


made for fome of bis brethren. We were immedie 


ately purfued fipon this robbery, (the cup being taken 
in our poffeifion,) and carried before the fame miagi- 
ftrate, who had before behaved to us with fo much 
gentlene(s: but his countenance was now changed $ 
for the moment the prielt appeared aguin{t us, his 
feverity was as remarkable as his candour had been 
betore, and we were both ordered to be ftript and 
whipt through the ftreets.? . 
‘ This fentence was, exccuted with great feverity, 
the pricit himfelf attending and encouraging the 
executioner, which he faid he did for the good of 
our fouls: but though our backs were both fliuy’d, 
neither my mother’s torments nor my own afilicted 
me fo much,.as the indignity offered to my pcor 

- / fiddle, 


2 7 
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* fiddle, which was carried in triumph before me, and 
‘treated with a contempt by the multitude, intimat- 


ing a great {corn for the fcience | had the honour 
to profefs ; which, as it is one of the noblelt inven- 
tions of men, and as I had been always in the high- 
elt degree proud of my excellence in it, F fuffered fo 
mitch from the ill treatment my fiddle received, that 
I would have given all my remainder of {kin jto 
have preferved it trom this affront. 

‘ My mother furvived the whipping a very fhort 
time, and | was now reduced to great diltrefs and 


-nifery ; till a young Roman of confiderable rank 


took a fancy to me, received me into his family, 
and converfed with me in the utmoft familiarity. 
He had a violent attachment to mufic, and would 
learn to play on the fiddle; but through want of 
genius for the fcience, he never made any confide: » 
rable progrefs. However, I flattered his perform: 
ance, and he grew extravagantly fond of me for {6 
doing. Had [ continued this behaviour, 1 might 
poffibly have reaped the greutelt advantages from 
his kindnefs: but I had raifed his own opinion of 
his mufical abilities fo high, that he.now began to 
prefer his {kill to mine, a prefumption I could not 
bear. One day as we were playing in concert he 
was horribly out; nor was it posible, as he de- 
ftroyed the harmony, to avoid telling him 6f it. In- 
itead of receiving my correction, he anfwered, it 
was my blunder; and not his, and that I had mil- 
taken the key. Such an affront from my own {cho- 
Jar was beyond human patience ; I flew into a vio- 
Jent paflion, I flung down my initrument in a rage, 
and {wore, I was not to be.taught aufic at my age. 
He anfwered with as much warmth, nor was he id 
be initruéed by a ftrolling fiddler. The difpute 
ended with a challenge to play.a prize before judges. 
This wager was deterinined in my favour; but the 
purchafe was a dear one; for I loit my friend by it, 
who now twitting me with all his kindnefs, with 
my former ignominious punifhment, and the deftt- 
tute conditoin from which I had been by his bounty 
relieved, difcarded me forever, t= 


© While 
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' € While I lived with this gentleman, 1 became 


known, among others, to Sabina, a lady of diitince 
tion, and who valued herfelf much on her taite tor 
moufic. She no fooner heard of my being difcarded, 
than fhe took me into her houfe, where [ was ex- 
tremely well cloathed and fed. Notwithitanding 
which, my fituation was far from agreeable; tor f 
was obliged to fubmit to her conitant reprehenfions 
before conpany: which gave me the greater unea- 
fineis, becaufe they were always wrong; nor am [ 
certain. that fhe did not by thefe provocations con- 
tribute to my death; for as experience had taught 
me to give yp my refentment to my bread, fo my 
paffions, for want of outward vent, preyed inwardly 
on my vitals, and perhaps occafioned the diftemper 
of which I fickened. 

‘ The lady who, amidft all the faults fhe found, 
was very fond of me; ndy, probably was the fonder 
of me the more faults the found; immediately 
cajled ‘in the aid of three celebrated phijficians, 
The doctors, being. well feed, made me feven vilits 
in three days; and two of them were at the door to 
vifit me the. eighth time, when being ‘acquainted 
that I was juft dead, they fh6ok their heads and de» 
par ted. 

« When I came to Minos, he atked me with a fmile 
whether I had breught my fiddle with me; and-re- 
ceiving an anfwer in the negative, he id me get 
about my bufinefs, faying, it was well for me ae 
the devil was no lover of mufic.’ 


C H A P. XVI. 
., The hiffory of: the wife ntan. 


NOW returned to Rome, but in a very diffe. 
rent character. Fortune had now allotted mea 


- 


~ 


ferious part-to act. I had even in my infancy a ~ 


grave difpofition, nor was | ever feen to fmile; 
which infufed an opinion into all about me, that I 
was a child of great folidity; fome forefeeing that [ 
fhould be a judge, and others a bifhop. At two 


years ald my fatber prefented me with a rattle, 


‘ which 


~— 
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which TI broke to pieces with great indignation. This 
the good parent, being extremely wife, regarded as 
an eminent fymptom of my wifdom, and cried out 
in a kind of extafy, Well faid, boy, 1 warrant thou 
make(t a great man. ' 
¢ At fchool, | could never be perfuaded to play with 
my mates; noc that I fpent my hours inlearning, to | 
which I was not in the lealt.addiéted, nor indeed 
had I any talents for it. However, the folemnity 
of my carriage won fo much on my matter, who 
was a molt fagacioss perfon, that I was: his chief 
-favourite, and my example on all occafions was re- 
commended to the other boys, which filled them 
with envy, and me with pleafure,; but tho’ they en- 
vied me, they all paid me.that involuntary retpet, 
which it is the curfe attending this paiffion to bear | 
towards its objed. Hs > 

‘ | had now obtained univerfally the character of a 
very wife young man, which I did not altogether °, 
purchafe without pgins; for the reftraint I laid on 
myfelf-in abfaining from the feveral diverfions 
adapted to my years, colt me many a _ yearning: 
but the pride which I inwardly enjoyed in the fan- 
cied dignity .of my charaétur, made me fome a- 
mends. | 

‘ Thus [ pafton, without any thing very memo- _ 
rable happening to me till I arrived at the age of 
twenty-illzec; when unfortunately | fell acquainted 
with a young Neapolitan lady whofe name was A- 
riadne. Her beauty was fo exquifite, that her firk 
fight made a violent impreflion on me; this was 
again improved by her behavicur,. which was mott 
genteel, eafy, and affable; laftly, her converfation 
compleated the conquelt. In this fhe difcovered a 
flrong and lively underftanding, with the fweetelt 
and molt bentgn temper. This lovely.creature was 
about cighteen when I firft tinhappily beheld her at 
Rome, in a-vifitto a relation, with whom [| had 
great intimacy. _As our interviews at firlt were ex- 
tremely frequent, my paffions were captivated be- 
fore I apprehended the leaft danger; and the fooner 
probably, as the young lady herielf, to whom | con- 
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* fulted every method of recommendation, was not 
© diipleafed with my being her admirer. 
‘ Artadne having {pent three months at Rome, 


‘€ now returned to Naples, bearing my heart with 


‘ her: on the other hand, I had all the affurances 
* confiltent with the conftraint under which the mott 
* perfect modelty lays a young woman, that her own 
© heart was net entirely unaffected. J foun found her 
‘ abfence gave me an uneafinels not eafy to be borne, - 
‘ or toremove. I now firit applied to diverfions (of 
« the graver fort, particularly to mufic) but in vain3;. 
¢ they rather raifed my defires and heightened my 
c anguifh. My paffion at length grew fo violent, that 
¢ I began to think of fatisfying it. As the firlt {tep 
¢ to this, I cautioufly enquired into the circumftances 
© of Ariadne’s parents, with which I was hitherto 
« unacquainted ; though, indeed, {1 did not apprehend 
*« they were extremely great, .notwithitanding the 
* handfome appearance of their daughter at Rome. 
© Upon examination, her fortune exceeded my expec- 
¢ tation; but was not. fyfiicient to juttify my marri- 
“ age with her in the opinion of the wife and pru- 
*‘ dent. i had now a violent ftruggle between wif- 
¢ dom and happinefs, in which, after feveral grievous - 
* pangs, wifdom vot the better; I could by no means 
‘ prevail with mylelf to facrifice that charaéter of pro- 
* found wtdom, wich I had with fuch uniform con- 
¢ du@& obtained, and with fuch caution hitherto pre- 
* ferved. I therefore re‘olved to conquer my affection, 
< whatever it coft me, and indeed it did not colt mea 
* little. 

‘ While I was engaged in this. conflict (for it 
£ Jafted a Jong time), Ariadne returned to Rome: her | 
‘ prefence was a terrible enemy to my wifdom, which, 
‘ even in her abfence, had with great dificulty hood 


“€ its ground. It feems (as fhe hath fince told me in 


* Flyfium with much merriment) t had made the 
* fame impreffions on her which fhe had made on me. 
* jndeed, I believe my wifdom would have been to- 
“ tally fubdued by this furprize, had it not cunningly 
‘ fuggelted to me a method of fatisfying my paflion 
€ without doing aby injury to my reputation. ‘This 

Vou. V. | Aa ‘© was 
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* was my engaging her privately asa miftrefs, which 


was at that time reputable enough at Rome, pro- 


and gravity, though the fecret was known to the 
whole city. 

‘ IT immediately fet about this projeat, and em- 

* ployed every art and engine to effe& it. I had par 

* ticularly bribed -her priett, and an old female ac- 

. * quaintance and diftant relation of hers, into my Jn- 

€ tereft: but all was m-vain; her virtue oppofed the 

paffion in her breatt as Rrongly as wifdom had op- 


* vided the affair was managed with an air of flynefs 
€ 
6 


ins 


hear from me any more. 

‘ She returned again to Naples, and left me in 
-a worfe condition than before’ My days I now 
\paffled in the mott irkfome uneafine(s, and my nights 
were reftlefs and fleeplefs. The ftory of our amour 
was now pretty public, and the ladies talked of our 


their affent, faying, No, no, he is too wife to 
marry fo imprudently. This their opinion gave 
me, I own, very great pleafure; but, to fay the 
truth, fcarce compraiares the pangs I fuffered to 
preferve it. 
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‘ One day, while f was balancing with myfelf, 


« and had almoft refolved to enjoy my happinefs at 
* the price of my chara¢ter, a friend brought me word 
‘ that Ariadne was married. This news ftruck me 
to the foul, and though I had refolution enough te 
maintain my gravity before .him-(for which I fuf- 
fered not a little the more), the moment [ was alone, 
I threw -myfelf into the maft-violent fit of defpair, 
and would willingly have parted wjth wt{dom, for- 


but that was impoffible, and I had now nothing but 
time to hope a cure from. This was very tedious 
in performing it, ‘and the longer as Ariadne had 
married a Roman cavalier, was now become my 
near neighbour, and | had the mortification of fees 
ing her make the beft of wives, and of tM the 

re 6 appl 


er | 


pofed it in mine. She received my propofals with 
the ytmoft difdain, and prefently refufed to fee or | 


‘match 288 certain: but my acquaintance denied | 


tune, and every thing elfe, to have retrieved hers — 
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A happinefs, which I had loft,. every day before my 


* eyes. 
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‘ if I fuffered fomuch on account of my wifdom,. 
in having refufed Ariadne, 1 was not muclt more 
obliged to it for procuring me a rich: widow, who- 
was recommended to me by an old friend, as a very. 
prudent match; and, indeed, fo it was, her for- 

tune being fuperior to mine, m the fame proportior 
as that of Ariadne had been infertor. I therefore 
embraced this prepofal, and my character of wif 

dom {oon pleaded {fo effectually for me with. the wie 
dow, who was herfelf a woman of great gravity: 
and difcretion, that [I foon fucceeded-; and as feon: 
as decency would permit (of which this lady was: 
the ftricteit obferver,) we were married, being the: 
fecond day of the fecond week, of: the: fecond year;. 
after her hufband’s death: for fhe faid, fhe thoughe. 
fome period of time above the year had a great air 


- of decorum. 


‘ But, prudent as this lady was, fhe made me. mi+ 
ferable. Her perfon was far from being: lovely s. 
but her temper was intolerable.. During fifteen years- 
cohabitation, I never pafled a fingle day-without hear+ 
tily curfing her, and the hour in which we came to+ 
gether. Yhe only comfort I received in the mid 
of the higheft torments, was from continually hear- 
ing the prudence of my,match commended by all my 
acquaintance. a se i 
‘ Thus you fee, in the affairs of Jove, 1. bought 
the reputation of wifdom pretty dear. In other 
matters, I had it fomewhat cheaper ; not that hy- 
pocrify, which was the pricé I gave for it, gives 
one no pain: I have refufed myfelf-a thoufand lite. 
tle amufements with a feigned contempt, while [ 
have really had an inclination to them. -I have of: 
ten almoft choaked myfelf to reftrain from laughing 
at a jeit, and (which was perhaps to myfelf the 
leaft hurtful of all my hypocrify) have heartily en- 
joyed a book in my clofet, which I have fpoke with 
deteftation of in public... To fum up my hittory in. 
fhort, as I had few adventures worth remembering,. 
my whole. life was one conftant lie: and happy. 
A a 2. “ would 
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would ‘it have been for me, if I could as thoroughly 
have impoted on myfelf, as I did.on others : for re- 


fleGion, at every turn, would often remind me [ 


was not fo wife as people thought me; and this con- 
fiderably embittered the pleature I received from the 
public commendation of my wifdom. . This felf-ad- 
monition, like a memento mori or wirtdiis es, mutt 
be, in my opinion, a very dangerous enemy to flat- 


tery ; indeed, a weight fufficient to counterbalance 


all the falfe praife of the world. But whether it be 
that the generality of wife men do not refleét at all, 
or whether they haye, from a conftant impofition on 
others, contracted fuch a habit of deceit, as to de- 
ceive themielves, [ will not determine; it is, I be- 


lieve, molt certain, that very few wife men know 


themfelves what fools they are, more than the world 
doth. Good gods! could one but fee what paffes 
in the clofet- of wifdom ! how ridiculous a fight mul 
it be to behold the wife man, who defpifes gratity- 
ing his palate, devouring cuttard ; the fober wife 
man, with his dram bottle; or, the anticarnalift (if 
I may be allowed the expreifion) chuckling over a 
b— y book or pictare, and perhaps carefling his 
honfe-maid ! 

‘ But to concludea char: ster, i in which I anpichend 
I made as ablurda figure as in any in which [ trod 
the ftage of earth, my wifdom at lait put an end to 
itfelf ; that is, occafioned my diffolution. 

et relation of mine, in the eaftern part of the em. 
pire, difinherited his fon, and left me his heir. 

‘ This happened in the depth of winter, when I 
was in my grand clima@eric, and had jult recovered 
of a dangcrous difeafe. As I had all the reafon ima- 
ginable,to apprehend the family of the deceafed would 
confpire againft me, and embezzle as much as they 
could, I advifed with a grave and wife friend, what 
was proper to be done; whether I fhould go my- 
felf, or employ a notary on this occafion, and defer 
niy journey to the fpring. To fay the truth, I was 
molt inclined to the Jatter; the rather as my circum- 
tances were extremely flovrifhing, as I was advanced 


.in years, and had nyt one perion in the werld, to 


‘whom 
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* whom I fhould with Cpieauee bequeath my fortune: 

¢- at my death. 
‘ My friend told me, he thought my queftion ad-- 

*¢- mitted no manner of doubt or debate ; that com- 
“© mon prudence abfolutely required my immediate de- 
¢- parture ; adding, that if the fame good luck had: 
* happened to him, he would have been already on. 
¢ his journey ; for, continued he, a man who knows. 
-* the world as well as you, would be inexcufable ta- 

« give perfons fuch an opportunity of cheating nag 
¢ who, you muft be aflured, will be too well inclined ; 
¢ and as for employing a notary, remember tlrat ex- 
* cellent maxim, Ne sacias per atium, quod fieri potef¥ 
* per te. I own the badnets of the featon, and your 
. © very late recovery are unlucky circumftances; but a: 
¢ wife man muft get over difficulties, when neceflity ob-- 
*‘ liges him to encounter them. 

© [ was immediately -determined by thts: opinion... 
¢-The duty of a wife man made an irrefiftible impref-- 
‘ fion, and I took. the neceflity for granted,. without: 
‘-examination. I accordingly fet forward the next: 
* morning; very tempeftuous weather: foon. overtook. 
‘me; I had not travelled three days before I relapfed: 
¢ into my ftever,.and died. 
_. ©] was now as cruelly difappointed by Minos, as 1° 
*-had formerly. been happily fo. I advanced with the: 
‘ utmoft confidence to the gate, and really imagined L 
* fhould have been admitted by the wifdom of my coun-- 

‘- tenance, even without any queltrons afked : but this- 

¢- was not.my cafe ; and, to my great furprife, Minos,. 

‘ with a menacing voice, called out to me You: 
' © Mr there, with the grave countenance, whither jo» 

‘ fatt, pray? Will you pleafe, before: you move any- 
© farther forwards, to give me a fhort account 'of your” 
‘ tranfacions below. I then began, and recounted: 
“to him my whole hiftory, {ti expecting, at‘the ends 
“ of every period,.that the gate would be ordered to- 
‘ fly open.; but I was obliged to go quite through: © 
* with it, and then Minos, after fome little confidera+- 
‘ tion, {poke to me as follows : 

‘ You, Mr Wiieman ; ftand forth, jf you pleafe.- 
* Believe me, Sir, a trip ‘back again to earth: will-be: 
Aaz | ‘ onc. 
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‘one of the wifelt fteps you ever took, and really 
* more to the honour of your wifdom, than any you 


‘ have hitherto taken. On the other fide,’ nothing 
© could be fimpler, than to endeavour at Elyfium ; 
¢ for who, but a fool, would carry a commodity. which 


‘is of fuch infinite value in one place, into another _ 


‘where it is of none. But without attempting to.of- 
* fend your gravity with a jeft, you muit return to the 
« plate from whence you came: for Elyfium was never 

* defigned for thofe who are too wife to be happy.’ 
¢ This fentence confounded me greatly, efpecially 
* as it feemed to threaten me with carrying -my wif: 
* dom back again to earth. I told the judge, though 


‘ he would not admit me at the gate, 1] hoped | had 


* committed no crime, while alive, which merited my 
* being wife any longer. He anfwered me, I mu 
* take nvy chance as to that matter, and immediately 
f we turned our backs to each other.’ 


C HA PL XVII. 
Julian enters into the perfon ofa King. 


WAS now born at Oviedo in Spain. My father’s 
. name was Verenmiond, and I was adopted by my 
‘ uncle, king Alphonfo the Chafte. [ don’t recolle& 
* jn all the pilgrmmages I have made on earth, that | 
« ever paft a more miferable infancy than now ; being 
* under the utmoft confinement and reftraint, and fur- 
‘ rounded with phyficians, who were ever dofing me; 
* and tutors, who were continually plaguing me with 


* their inftructions; even thofe hours.of leifure, which 


© my inclination would have fpent in play, were al- 
“ lotted to tedious pomp and ceremony, which, at an 
* age wherein | had no ambition to enjoy the fervility 
‘ of courtiers, enflaved me more than it could the 
© meanett of them: However, as I advanced towards 
‘ manhood, my condition made me fome amends 3 
© for the moft beantitul women of their own accord 
_* threw out lures for me, and 1 had the happinels, 
‘which no men in an inferior degree can arrive at, 


-* of enjoying the moit delicious creatures, without the 
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previous and tirefome ceremonies of courtthip, une 
lefs with the moft fimple, young, and unexperienced. 
As for thé court ladies, they regarded me rather as 
men do the moft. lovely of the other fex; and tho? 
they outwardly retained fome appearance of moe 
defty, they in reality rather confidered themfelves ag 
receiving than conferring favours. 

‘ Another happinefs I enjoyed, was ‘in eonterniay 
favours of another fort; for as I was extremely 
good-natured and generous, fo I had daily oppor- 
tunities of fatisfying thofe paffions. Befides my own 
princely allowance, which was very bountiful, and 
with which I did many liberal and good actions, I 
recormmmended numberle{s perfons of merit in diltrefg 
to the king’s notice, moft of whom were provided 
for. 

‘ Indeed, had I fuficiently known my bieft fitua- 
tion at this time, I fhould have grieved at nothing. 
more than the death of Alphonfo, by which the bur- 
den of government devolved upon me: but fo blindly 
fond is ambition, and fuch charms doth it fancy in - 
the power, and pomp, and fplendor of a crown, 
that though I vehemently loved that king, and had 
the greatelt obligations to him, the thoughts of fuc- 
ceeding him obliterared my regret at his lofs, and 
the wifh for my approaching coronation, dried my 
eyes at his funeral. 

‘ But my fondnefs for the name of king, did not 
make me forgetful of thofe, bver whom | was to. 
reign. I confidered them in the light in which a. 
tender father regards his children, as perfons whofe 
well-being God hath entrulted to my care; and . 
again, in that in which a prudent lord refpeéts his 
tenants, as thofe on whofe wealth and grandeur he 
is to build his own. Both thefe confiderations ine. 
fpired me with the greate(t care for their welfare, 
and their good was my firlt and ultimate concern 

‘ The ulurper Mavuregas had impioufly obliged 
himfelf, and his fucceilors to pay to the Moors 


every year an tfamous tribute of an hundred young ~ 


virgins: from this cruel and {candalous impofition 
I refolved to relieve my country. Accordingly, 
| ‘ when 


2 
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when their emperor Abderames the fecond had the 


-audacioufnefs to make this demand of me, inftead . 


of complying with it, I ordered his ambafladors to 
be driven away with all imaginable ignominy, and 
would have condemned them to death, could I have 
done it without a manifeft violation of the law of 
nations. | | : 

‘ I now raifed animmenfe army. At the levying’ 
of which, I made afpeech from the throne, acquaint- 


ing my fubjects with the neceffity, and the reafons — 


of the war in which | was going to engage: which. 
I convinced them I had. undertaken for their eafe. 
and iafety, and not for fatisfying‘any wanton ambi- 
tion or revenging any private pique, of my ows. 
They all declared unanimoufly, that they would: 
venjure their lives, and every thing dear to them, in. 


‘my defence, and in the fupport of the honour of. 


my crown. Accordingly, my levies were initantly 
complete, fufficicnt numbers being only left to till: 
the land; churchmen, even bifhops themfelves, en: 
lifting themfelves under my banners. : 

‘ The armies met at Alveda, where we were dif-- 


comfited with immenfe !ofs, and nothing but the. | 


lucky intervention of the night could have faved our- 
whole army. , 

‘ I:retreated to the fummit of a hill, where E 
abandoned myfelf to the higheft agonies of grief,. 
hot fo much for the danger in which I’ then faw my: 


- crown, as for the lofs of thofe miferable wretches, 


who had expoted their lives at my command. I 
could not then avoid this refleion; That if the 
deaths of thefe people in a war, undertaken abio- 
lutely for their protection, could give me fuch con- 
cern; what horror mutt I have felt,-if, like princes 


‘greedy of dominicn, { had facrificed fuch numbers 


to my own pride, vanity, and ridiculous luit of 
power ! : | | 
‘ After having vented my forrows for fome time 
in this manner, I began to confider by what means 
{ might potlibly endeavour to retrieve this mistor- 
tune; when reffeSiing on the great number of 
prieits I had in-my army, and on the oe 
. : * foree 
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force of fuperftition, a thought luckily fuggefted it- 
felf to me, to counterfeit that St James had ap- 
peared to me in a vifion, and had promifed me the 
victory. While | waé ruminating on ‘this, the bi- 
fhop of Najara came oppertunely tome. As I did 
not intend to communicate the fecret to him, | took 
another mechod, and inftead of anfwering any thing 
the bifhop faid to me, F pretended to talk to Se 
James, as.if he had been really prefent; till at 
length, after having fpoke thefe things which I 
thought fufficient, and thanked the faint aloud for ~ 
his promife of the victory, I turned about to the 
bifhop, and embracing him with a pleafed counte- 
nance, protefted I did not know he pras prefent; and 
then informing him of this fuppoled vifion, I afked 
him, if he had not himéelf feen the faint? He an- 
{wered me, he had; and afterwards proceeded to 
afflure me, that this appearance of St James was 
entirely owing to his prayers: for that he was his 
tutelar faint. He added, he had a vifion of hima 
few hours before, when he promi‘ed him a viétory 


over the infidels, and acquainted him at the fame _— 


time of the vacancy of the ice of Toledo. Now 
this news being really true, tho’ it had happened fo © 
lately, that I had not heard of it, (nor, indeed, 
was it well poffible [ fhould, confidering the great 
diftance of the way) when I was. afterwards acquaint- 
ed with it, a little ftaggered me, though far from 
being fuperftitious; till being mformed, that the 
bifhop had loft three horles on a late i [ 


‘was fatisfied. 


‘ The next. morning, the bifhop, at my ‘defire, 
mounted the roltrum, and trumpeted forth this vi- | 
fion fo effectually, which he faid he had that even- 
ing twice feen with his own eyes, that a fpirit be- 
gan to be infufed over the whole army, which 


. rendered them fuperior to almoit any force: the bi- 


fhop infilted, that the leaft doubt of ficcefs was giv- 
ing the lie to the faint, and a damnable fin, and 
he took upon him in, his name to promife them vic- 


tory. 
‘ The 
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‘ The army being drawn out, I foon. experienced. 
the effect of enthufiafm; for having contrived ans 


other * ftratagem to ftrengthen what the bithop had — 


faid, the foldiers fought more like furies than men. 

My ftratagem was this: I had. about me a dexterous. 
fellow, who had been formerly a pimp in my amours, 

Him I dreffed up in & ftrange antic drefs, with a pair 

of white colours in his.right hand, a red crofs in his. 
left, and having difguifed him fo.that no one could. 
know ‘him, I placed him. on a white horfe, and or- 

dered him to ride to the head of the army, and cry 
out, Follow St James! Thefe words were reiterated: 
by all the troops, who attacked the enemy with fuch 

intrepidity, that notwithftanding our inferiority of 
numbers, we foon obtained a complete victory. _ 

¢ The bifhop was come up by the time that the: 
enemy was routed, and acquainting us, that he had. 
met St James by the way, and that he had. inform. 

ed him of what had paft, he added that he had ex 

prefs orders from the faint to receive a confiderable: 
fum for his ufe, and that a certain tax on corn and’ 
wine fhould be fettled on his church fér ever; and: 
laftly, that a horfeman’s pay fhould. be allowed for 
the future tothe faint himfelf, of which he and his. 
fucceflors were appointed receivers.’ The army re- 


ceived thefe demands with fuch acclamations, that 


I was obliged to comply with them, as L could. by. 
no means difcover the impofition, nor do | believe 
I fhould have gained any credit if [ had. 


‘I had now done with the faint, but the bifhep. | 
had not; for about a week afterwards, lights were: “ 


feett in a wood near where the battle was fought; 
and in a fhort time afterwards, they difcovered his. 
tomb at the fame place. Upon this, the bifhop 
made mea vifit, and forced me to go thither to 
build a church to him, and largely endow it. Ina 
word, the good man fo plagued me with miracle 


after’ miracle, that I was forced to make intereft.- 


* This filly ftory is told as a folemn truth, i. e. that St James. 


' really appeared in the manner this fellow is defcribed, by Ma- 
miapa, L. 7. § 78. ° 


+ with 


- WORLD TO THE NEXT, &. 275 


¢ with the pope to convey him to Toledo, to get rid 

* of him. 
* But to proceed to other matters.—There was an 
© inferior officer, who had behaved very bravely in 
* the battle againft the Moors, and had received feve- 
‘ ral wounds, who folicited me tor preferments 
* which I was about to confer on him, when one of my 
‘ minilters came to me in a fright, and told me, that 
‘ he had promifed the poit | defigned for this man 
* tro the fon ‘of count Alderedos and that the Count, 
‘ who was a powerful perfon, would be greatly dif- 
* obliged at the refufal, as he had fent tor bis fon 
‘ from {chool to take pofleffion of it. 1 was obliged 
* to agree with my minifter’s reafons, and at the fame 
* time recommended the wounded foldier to be prea 
‘ferred by him, which he faithfully promifed he 
‘ would: but I-met the poor wretch fince in Elyfium, 
‘ who informed me he was afterwards ftarved to 

© death. 

* None, who hath not been himfelf a prince, nor 
any prince, till his death, can concetve the impos 
* fitions daily put on them by their favourites and 
* minifters; fo that princes are cften blamed for the 
‘¢ faults of others. The count of Saldagne, had been 
* Jong confined in prifon, when his fon D. Barnard del 
* Carpio, who had performed the greateft actions 
* againft the Moors, entreated me, as a reward for his 
‘© fervice, to grant him his father’s liberty. The old 
* man’s pnnifhment had been io tedicus, and the fer- 
‘¢ vices of the young cne fo fingularly eminent, that 
* ] was very inclinable to grant the requeft: but my 
* minifters ftrongly oppofed it.- They told me, « My 
«* glory demanded revenge on the difhonour offered 
*© t6 my family; that fo pofitive a demand carried 
** with it rather the air of menace than entreaty. That 
the vain detail of his fervices,. and. the recompence 
due to them, was an injurious reproach. That to 
“ grant what had been fo haughtily demanded, would 
argue in the monarch both weaknefs and timidity ; 
‘ in a words. that to remit the punifhment inflicted 
“© by my predeceffors, would be to condemn their judg- 
=e ment. _Laltly, one told | me in a whiiper, his whole 
I | . _- © family 
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the minifters prevailed. The young lord took the 
refufal fo ill, that he retired from court, and a- 
bandoned -himfelf to defpair, whilft the old one 
languifhed in prifon. -By which means, as I have 
fince difcovered, I Joft the ufe of two of my belt 
fubjects. : 

‘ To confefs the truth, I had by means of my mi- 
nifters conceived a very unjuft opinion of my whole 
people, whom I fancied to be daily confpiring 


againfg{ me, and to entertain the moft difloyal 


thoughts; when in reality (as I have known fince 
my death) they held me in univerfal refpe& and 
efteem. This is a trick, I believe, too often played 
with fovereigns, who, by fuch means, are prevented 
from that open intercourfe with their fubjects, which 
as it would greatly endear the perfon of the prince 
to the people, fo might it often. prove dangerous 
to a minilter, who was confulting his own intereft 
only at the expence of both. I believe 1 have now 


recounted to Pi the moft material pailages of my 


life; for, I aflure you, there are fome incidents in 


the lives of kings not extremely worth relating. 


Every thing which pafles in their minds and fami 
lies, is not attended with the fplendor which fur- 
rounds their throne: indeed, there are fome hours 
wherein the naked king and the naked cobler can 
fearce be diitinguifhed from each other. | ? 
* Had it not been, however, for my ingratitude to 
Rernard del Carpio, I believe this would have been 
my lat pilgrimage on earth: for, as to the flory of 
St James, [ thuught Minos’ would have burit his 


fides at it: but he was fo difpleafed with me on the ' 


ether account, that, with a frown, he cried out, 
Get thee back again, king. Nor would he fuffer 
me to fay another word.’ | - ; 
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Fulian paffes into a fool. : 
HE next vifit I made to the world, was per- 

i formed in France, where I was born in the 
court of Lewis III. and had afterwards the honour 
to be preferred to be fool to the prince, who was 
furnamed Charles the Simple. But in reality, [ 
know not whether I might fo properly be faid to 
have aéted the fool in his.court, as to have made 
fools of all others in it. Certain itis, I was very far 
from being what is generally underflood by that word, 
being a moft cunning, defigning, arch knave. I knew 
very well the folly of my matter, and of many others, 
and how to make my advantage of this knowkdge. 
[ was as dear to Charles the Simple, as the player 
Paris was to Domitian, and, like him, beftowed all 
manner of offices and honours on whom I pleafed. 
Tins drew me a great number of followers among 
the courtiers, who really miftook me for:a fool, and 
yet flattered my underftanding. There was parti- 
cularly in the court a fellow, who had neither ho- 
nour, honefty, fenfe, wit, courage, beauty, nor in- 
deed any one good quality either of mind or body, 
to recommend him; but was at the fame time, per- 
haps, as cunning a monfter as ever lived. This 
gentleman took it into his head to lift under my ban- 
ner, and purfued me fo very afliduoufly with flattery, 
conftantly reminding me of my good fenfe, that I 
grew immoderately fond of him: for though flattery 
is not moft judicionfly applied to qualities which the 
perfons flattered poffefs, yet as, notwithftanding my 
being well aflured of my own farts, | palt in the 
whole court for a fool, this flattery was a very fweet 
morfel to me. [therefore got this fellow preferred 
to a bifhopric, but I loft my flatterer by it, fur he 
never afterwards faid a civil thing to me. 
‘ I never baulked my imagination for the grofinefs 


¢ of the refleGtion on the character of the greatelt noble, 
« nay, even the king himfelf; of which | will give you 
Bb | ‘2 
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avery bold inftance. One day, his fimple Majelty 
told me, he believed [ had fo much pewer, that his 
people looked on me as the king, and himéelf as my 
fool. Atcthis [ pretended to be angry, as with an 
affrofit. W hy, how now, fays the king, are you 


-alhamed of being a king? No, Sir, fays i but I am 


devilifhly afhamed of my fool.’ 

“ Hebert, earl of Vermandois, had by my means 
been reftored to the favour of the Simple, (for fo [ 
ufed always to call Charles.) He aftcrwards pres 
vailed -with the king to take the city of Arras from 
Earl Baldwin, by which means Hebert, in exchange 
for this city, had Peronne reftcred to him by Count 
Altmar. Baldwin came to court, in order to pro- 
cure the reftoration of bis city; bus either through 
pride ar ignorance, neglected toapply tome. As 


‘I met him at court during his folicitation, T told 


him he did not apply the right way; he anfwered 
roughly, he fhould not afk a fool’s advice: 1 replied, 
I did not wonder at his prejudice, fince he had 
mifcarried already by following a fool’s advice: but 
I told him, there were fools who had more intereft 
than that he had brovght with him to court. He 
anfvered me furlily, he had no fool with him, for 
he travelled alone. Ay, my Lord, fays I, I often 
travel alone, and yet they wili have it I always carry 
a fool with me. This raifed a Jangh among the by- 
ftanders, on which he gave me a blow. I immedi- 
ately complained of this ufage to the Simple, who 
difmuled the Earl from court with very bard words, 
inftead of granting him the favour he folicited. 


© J give you thele rather as a {pecimen of my in- 
-tereft and impudence than of my wit; indeed my 


jets were commonly more admired than they ought 
to be: for perhaps, I was noe in rewlity much more 
awit than afool. But with the latitude of un- 
bounded fcurrility, it is eafy enough to attain the 
character of wit, efpecially in a court, where, as all 
perfons hate and envy one another heartily, and are 
at the fame time obliged by the conftrained behavi- 


‘our of civility to profeds the greateit liking, fo tt is, 


‘and 
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and muft be wonderfully pleafant to them to fee the 
follies of their acquaintance expofed by a third pers 
fon. Befides, the opinion of the court is as uniform 
as the fafhion, and is always guided by the will of 


the prince or of the favourite. I doubt not that Ca- 


Jigula’s horfe was univerfally held in his court to be 
a “good and able conful: in the fame manner was £ 


univerfally acknowledged to be the wittiett fool in 


the world, Every word [ faid raifed laughter, and 
was held to bea jett, efpecially by the ladies; who 
fometimes laughed before I had difcovered my fen- 
timeat, and often repeated that asa jett which I did 
not even intend as one. - 

‘ T was as fevere on the ladies as on the men, and 
with the fame impenity; but this at lak colt me 
dear: for once having joked the beauty of a lady; 
whofe name was Adelaide, a. favourite of the Sin 
ple’s, fhe pretended to fmile and be pleafed at my 
wit with the reft of the company; but in reality, - 
fhe highly refented it, and. endeavoured to: under 
mine me with the king. In which the fo greatly fuce 
ceeded (for what can’t a favourite woman do with 


one who deferves the furname of Simple?) that the 


king grew every day more reierved to me, and when 
I actenpted any freedom, gave.me fuch marks of his 
difpleature, that the courtiers (who have-all hawk’y 
eves at a flight from the foveretgn) foon difcerned 
it: and indeed had | been blind enough not to have 
difecvered that I had Joit ground in the Simple’s fa» ._ 
vour, by his own change 1a his carriage towards me, 
I mutt have found it, nay even felt it, in the beha- 
viour of the courtiers; tor as my company was two 
davs before folicited "with the utmoit eagernets, it 
was now rejected with as much fcorn. 1 was now 
the jeft of the ufhers and pages ; and an ofiicer of the 
guards, on whom I was a little jccofe, gave me @ 
box on the ear, bidding me make free with my 
equals, ‘This very fellow had been my butt for 
many years, without daring to lift his hand again 
me. 

‘ But though I vifibly perceived the alteration in 


the Simple, -f was utterly unable to make any gueft 
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at the occafion. I had not the leaft fufpicion of A- 
delaide; for befides her being a very gcod-humoured 
woman, I had often made fevere jefts on her repu- 
tation, which I had all the reafon imaginable to be- 
lieve had given ber no offence. But I {oon perceived 
that a woman will bear the molt bitter cenfures on 
her morals, eafier than the {malleft.refleGion on her 
beauty: for fhe now declared publicly, that I oughe 
to be difmiffed from court, as the ftupideft of fools; 
and one tn whom there was no diverfion; and that 
fhe wondered how any perfon could have fo little 
tafte, as to imagine [had any wit. This fpeech was 
echoed through the drawing-room, and agreed to by 
all prefent. 3 
vity Omatheir countenance whenever | fpoke; and 
it was as much out of my power to raife a laugh, as 
formerly it had been for me to open my mouth with 
out one. ¢ 

¢ While my affairs were in this pofture, I went one 
day into the circle, without my fool’s drefs. The 
Simple, who would ftill fpeak to me, cried out, So, 
fool, what’s the matter now? Sir, anfwered I; fools 
are like to be fo common a commodity at court, thas 
I am weary of my coat. How doft thou mean? an- 
{wered the Simple ; what can make them commoner 
now than ufnal?—oO, Sir, faid 1, there are ladies 
here. make your Majefty a foot every day of their 
lives. The Simple took no noticeof my jeft, and 
feveral prefent faid my bones ought to be broke for 
my impudence; but it pleafed the queen, who know- 
ing Adelaide, whom the hated, to be the caufe of my 
difgrace, obtained me of the king, and took me into 
her fervice; fo that I was henceforth called the 
queen’s fool, and in her court feceived the fame ho- 
nour, and had as much wit as I had formerly had 
in the king’s. But as the queen had really no power 
unlefs over her own domeltics, I was not treated in 
general with that complacence, nor did I receive 
thofe bribes and prefents, which had once fallen to 
my fhare. : 

« Nor did this confined refpe& continue long: for 


the queen, who had in fact no tafte for sg ae 
’ | ‘ foon 


. 


very one now put on an unufual gra- . 
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foon grew fick of my foolery, and forgetting the 
caufe for which the had taken me, neglected me fo 
much, that her court grew intolerable to my temper, 
and | broke my heart and died. 
‘ Minos laughed heartily at feveral things in my 
ftory, and then telling me, No one played the son 
in klyfium, bid me go back again.’ 


€ H A P. XIX. 


Julian appears in the charaGer of a bepzar. 


N OW returned to Rome, and was born into @ 
l very poor and numerous family, which, to be 
honett with you, procured its livelihood by begging. 
This, if you was never yourfelft of the calling, you 
do not know, I fuppofe, to be as regular a tradeas — 
any other; to have its feveral rules and fecrets, or 
my fteries, which to learn requires perhaps as tedious 
an.apprenticethip as thole of any cratt whatever, .- 
‘ The firft thing we are taught is the countenance 
miferable. This indeed Nature makes much eafiee 
to fome than others: but there are none who caw 
not accomplith it, if they begin early enough in 
youth, and before the muicles are grown too ltub- 
born. 
‘ The fecond thing is, the voice lamentable. In 
this qualification too, nature muft have her fhare in 
producing the moit confummate excellence: how- 
ever, art will here, as in every other inflance, go a 
great way with induftry and application, even with- 
out the atliftance of genius; efpecially if the Rudent 
begins young. 
‘« There are many other inftruchons: but thefe are 
the molt confiderable.. The women are taught one 
practice more than the men; for they are initructed 
in the art of crying, that is, to have their tears ready 
on all occafions; but this is attained very eafily by 
mott. Some indeed arrive at the utmott pertection 
in this art with incredible facility. ’ 
‘No profeffion requires a deeper infight into hu- 
man'nature, than the beggars. «Their knowledge 
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of the paffions of men is fo extenfive, that I Have 
often thought, it would be of no little fervice to a 
politician to have his education among them. Nay, 
there is a much greater analogy between thefe two 
charaéters than is imagined: for both concur in 
their firft and grand principle, it being equally their 
bufinefs to delude and impofe on mankind. It muf 
be confeffed, that they differ widely in the degree of 
advantage, which they make by their deceit; for, 
whereas the beggar is contented with a little, the po- 
jitistan leaves but a ltttle behind. ; 
‘ A very great Englith philofopher hath remarked 
our policy, in taking care never to addrefs any one 
with attide inferior to what he really claims. My 
father was of the fame opinion: for I remember 
when I was a boy, the Pope happening to pais by, 
I attended him with, Pray, Sir; for God’s fake, Sir; 
for the Lord’s fake, Sir;—To which he anfwered 
gravely, Sirrah, firrah, you ought to be whipt, for 


taking the Lord’s name in vain ; and in yein it was - 


indeed, for he gave me nothing. My father over- 
hearing this, took his advice and whipt me very fe 
verely. While I was under correction I promifed 
often never to take the Lord’s name in vain any more. 
My father then faid, Child, I do not whip you for 
taking his name in vain: I whip you for not calling 
the Pope his Holinefs. ; 

‘ If all men were fo wife ‘and good to follow the 
clergy’s example, the nuifance of beggars would 
foon be removed. I do not remember to have been 


above twice relieved by them during my whole ftate 


of beggary. Once was by a very well looking man, 
who gave me a {mall piece of filver, and declared, 
he had given me more than he had left himfelf; the 
other was by a fpruce young fellow, who had that 
very day firft put on his robes, whom J attended 
with, Pray, reverend Sir, good reverend Sir, con- 
fider your cloth. He anfwered, I do, child, confider 
my office, and I hope all of our cloth do the fame. 
He then threw down fome money, and ftrutted of 


with great dignity. 
¢ With 
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.f With the women, I had one general formulary : 
Sweet pretty lady, God blefs your ladyfhip, God 
blefs your handfome face. ‘This generally fucceed- 
ed; but I obferved, the uglier the woman was, the 
furer I was otf fuccefs. 
*‘ It was a conftant maxim among us, that the 
greater retinue any ene travelled with, the lefs ex- 
pectation we might promilfe -ourfelves from them ; 
but whenever we faw a vehicle with a fingle, or no 
fervant, we imagined our booty fure, and were fel- 
dom deceived, — 
« We obferved great difference introduced by time 
and circumftance in the fame perfon:. for inftance, 
a lofing gamefter is fometimes generous; but from 
a winner, you will as eafily obtain his foul, as a fins 
gle groat. A lawyer travelling from his country- 
feat to his clients at Rome, and a phyfician going 
to vifit a patiens, were always worth afking: but the 
fame on their return were (according to our cant 
phrafe) untouchable. 
‘ The moft general, and indeed, the trueft maxim 
amongft us, was, that thofe who poffefled the leaft 
were always the readieft to give. The chief art of 
a beggarman is therefore to difcern the rich from 
the poor, which, tho’ it be only diftinguifhing fub- 
ftance from fhadow, is by no means attainable with- 
out a pretty good capacity, and a vult degree of 
attention ; for thefe two are eternally indu(trious ia 
endeavouring to counterfeit each other. In this des 
ceit, the poor man is more heartily in earneft to de- 
ceive you, than the rich; who amidft all the em- 
blems of poverty which he puts on, ftill permits 
fome mark of his wealth to ftrike the eye. Thus, 
while his apparel is not worth a groat, his finger - 
wears a ring of value, or his pocket a gold watch, 
In a word, he feems rather to affe& poverty to in- 
fult, than impofe on you. Now the poor man, on 
the contrary, is very fincere in his defire of pafling 
for rich; but the eagernefs of this defire hurries him © 
to over-act his part, and he betrays himfelf as one 
who is drunk by his over-acted fobriety. Thus, 
inftead of being attended by one fervant wells 
* mounted, 


¥8, A JOURNEY FROM THIS 


a za 2 He B® aw RFR we nanaaeaqeaa 


@an @naqga‘*a’ 


ea a Ba MHanwnwnanhunna a -- 


'@- 


mounted, he will have two; and not being able to 
purchafe or maintain a fecond horfe of value, one of 
his fervants at leat is mounted on a hired rafeallion. 
He is not contented to go plain and neat in his 
clothes; he theretore claps on fome taudry ornd- 
ment, and what ‘he adds to the finenefs of _ his veft- 
ment, he detra&s from the fineneis of *his linen, 
Without defcendinginto more minute particulars, 1 
believe I may aflert it as an axiom of indubitable 
truth, that whoever fhews you he is either in him- 
felf, or his equipage, as gaudy as he can, convinces 
you he is more fo than he cam afford. Now when- 
ever a man’s expence exceeds his income, he is in- 
different in the degree; we had therefore nothing 


‘more to do with fach, than to flatrer them with their 


wealth and fplendor, and were i La certain of 
fuccels. 

‘ There ts, indeed, one kind of rich man, who t 
commonly more liberal, namely, where riches fur- 
prize him as it were, in the midit of poverty and 


diftrefs, the confequence of which is, 1 own, fomes. 


times exceffive avarice, but oftener extreme prodi- 
gality. I remember one of thefe, who having’ re- 
ceived a pretty large fum of money, gave me, wheh 
] begged an obolus, a whole talent; on which his 
friend having reproved him, he antwered with af 
oath, Why not? have [ not fifty left? 

* The life of a beggar, if men-eftimated things by 
their real eflence, and not by their outward falfé 
appearance, would be, perhaps, a more defireable 
fituation than any of thofe, which ‘ambition per 
fuades us with fuch difficulty, danger, and often vilé 


lainy, to afpire to, The wants of a beggar are 


commonly as chimerical as the abundance of a no- 


-bleman ; for befides vanity, which a judicious beg* 


gar will always apply to with wonderful efhicacy, 
there are in reality very few natures fo hardened, a3 
not to compaffionate poverty and diftrefs, when the 
predominancy of fome other paflion doth not ae 
vent them. 

« There is one happinefs which attends money got 


with eale, namely, that it is never hoarded; other ae 
‘as 
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as we have frequent opportunities of growing rich, 
that-canker care might prey upon our. quiet, as it 
doth. on others: but our money {tock we fpend ag 
faft as we acquire it; ufually at leaft, for 1 fpeak 
not without exception ; thus it gives us mirth only, 
and no tronble. Indeed the luxury of our lives might 
introduce diteafes, did not our darly exercife pre- 
vent them. This gives us an appetite and relifh 
for our dainties, and at the fame time, an antidote 
again{ft the. evil effets which floth, united with 
luxury, induces on the habit of a human body. Our 
women we enjoy with extafies, at lealt equal to what 
the greateft nien feelin their embraces. I can, I am 
aflured, fay of myfelf, that no mortal could reap 
more perfest happinefs from the tender paffion, than 


_ my fortune had decreed me. [ married a charming 


young woman for love, fhe was the daughter of a 
neighbouring beggar, who with an improvidence 
too often feen, fpent a very large income which he 
procured by his proteffion, fo that he was able to 
give her no fortune down; however, at his death, 
che left her a very well-accuftomed begging-hut, 
fituated on the fide of a fteep-hill, where travellers 
could not immediately efcape from us, and a garden 
adjoining, being the twenty-eighth part of an aere, 
well planted. She made me the belt of wives, bore 
me nineteen children, and never failed, unlefs on 
her lying-in, which. generally laited three days, ta 
get my fupper ready, againft my return home in an 
evening; this being my favourite meal, and at 
which I, .as well as my whole family, greatly en- 
joyed ourfelves; the principal fubject of our dif: 
courfe, being generafly the boons we had that day 
obtained, on which occafiens laughing at the folly 
of the donors, nvade no inconfiderable part of the | 
entertainments for whatever might be their mo- 
tive for giving, we conftantly imputed our fuccefs 
to our having flattered their vanity, or over-reached 
their underftanding. | 
‘ But, perhaps, If have dwelt too long on this 
character; I fhall conclude therefore with telling 
you, that after a life of 02 years continuance, du- 
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with the king's leave, whom. fhe had deceived by 


ring all which I had never known any ficknefs or ine 
firmity, but that which old age neceffarily induced, 
I at laf, without the leaft pain, went out like the 
nuff of acandle. | - 
‘ Minos having heard my hiftory, bid me com- 
pute, tf IT conld, how many hes I had told in my 
life. As weare here, by a certain fated neceffity, 
obliged to confine ourfJves to truth, I anfwered, | 
believed about g0,000,coo. He then replied with 
a frown, can fuch a wretch conceive any hepes of 
entering Elyfium? [immediately turned about, and 
upon the whole, was rejoiced at his not calling me 
back, : 


C H A PP. XX. 
Fulian performs the part of a flatefman. 


T was now my fortune to be born of a German 
princefss but a man-midwife pulling omy head 


off, in delivering my mother, put a fpeedy end to. 


my princely life. 

‘ Spirits, who end their lives before they are at 
the age of five years, are immediately ordered into 
other bodies; and it was now my fortune to perform 
fevcral infancies, before I could again entitle my felf 
to an examination of Minos. 


© At length i was deftined once more to play a corm 


fiderable part on the ftage. I was born in England, 
in the reizn of Etheldred IT. My father’s name was 
Ulnoth. He was earl or thane of Suflex: J was 
afterwards known by the name of earl Goodwin, 
and began to make a confiderable figure in the 
world in the time of Harold Harefoot, whom f{ 
procured to be made king of Weilex, or the Welt. 
Saxons, in prejudice of fiardicanute, whole mother 
FEnima endeavoured afterwards to fe: another of her 
fons on the throne: but I circumvented her, and 
communicating her defign to the king, at the fame 
time acquainted him with a project, which I had: 
formed for the murder of thefe two -young princes. 
Emma had fent for thefe her fons from Normandy, 


her 
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‘her religious fbehaviour, and pretended negle of 
© all worldly affairs; but I prevailed with Harold to ' 
‘invite thefe princes to his court, and put them to 
‘death. Whe prudent mother fent cnly Altred, re- 
taining Edward to hertfeif, as fhe fulpcéted my ll 
‘ deligns, and thought I theuld not venture to execute 
‘them on one of her fons, while the fecured the 
‘ other: but fhe was deccived, for | had no foonegy 
‘ Alfred in my pofledion, than I caufed him to te 
‘ conducted to Ely, where 1 ordered his eyes to be 
put out, and afterwards to be confined in a monaf- 
‘ tery. 

‘ This is one of thofe ernel expedients, which 
great men fatisfy themfelves well in executing, by 
concinding them to be neceilary to the fervice of 
their prince, who ts the fupport of their anbtuon. 

‘ Edward, the other fon of Emma, efcaped again 
to Normandy; whence, after the death of Harold 
and Hardicanute, he made no {cruple of applying 
to my protection and favour, though he had betore 
profecuted me witlr all she vengeance he was able, 
for the murder of his brother: but in all great af- 
fairs, private relation mult yfeld to public intereft. 
Having therefore concluded very advantageous 
terms tor myfelf with him, I made no {cruple of pa- 
tronizing his caufe, and foon placed him on the 
throne. Nor did | conceive the leait apprehenfion 
from his refentment, as I knew my power was too 
great for him to encounter. 

*‘ Among other {tipulated conditions, one was to 
Marry my daughter Editha. This Edward cone ,, 
fented to with great reluétance, and I had after- 
_Wards no reafon to be pleated with it: for it raifed 
her, who had been my favourite child, to fuch an 
opirion of greatness, that inftead of paying me the 
ulual refpect, fhe frequently threw in my teeth (as 
often at leaft as I gave her any admonition,) that fhe 
Was now a queen, and that the charafter and itle of 
* father merged in that of fubje@. This behaviour, 
* however, did not cure me‘of my ffection towards 
‘her, nor lefen the uneafinefs, which | afterwards 
* bore on Edward’s diliniiling her from his bed. | 
a | ‘ One. 
a : 
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‘ One thing, which principally induced me to la- 


myfelf abfolute dominion, under another name. 
Nor did this opinion deceive me; for during his 
whole reign, my admini(tration was in the highelt 
* degree delpotic. | had every thing of royalty, but 
@ tbe outward enfigns; no man ever applying for a 
6 


place, or any kind of preferment, but to me only. 
A circumfance, which as it greatly enriched my 
* coifers, fo it no lefs pampered my ambition, and 
* fatisfied my vanity with a numerous attendance; 
© and I had the pleafure of feeing thofe, who only 
* bowed to the king, proftrating themfelves before 
« me. 
* Edward the Confeffor, or St Edward, as fome 
« have called him in derifion, I fuppofe, being a very 
* filly fellow, had all the faults incident, and almoft 
‘ infeparable, to fools. He married my daughter 
* Editha, from his fear of difobliging me; and after- 
* ‘wards, out of hatred to me, refuled even to confume 
* mate his marriage, though fhe was one of the moft 
* beautiful women of her age. He was likewife guilty 
‘ of the bafeit ingratitude to his mothe (a vice to 
¢ which fools are chicfly, if not only liable) and tn re- 
* turn for her endeavours to procure him a throne in 
* his youth, confined her in a loathfome prifon, in 
‘ her old age. This, it is true, he did by my advice : 
* but as to her walking over nine ploughfhares red- 
* hot, and giving nine manors, when fhe had not one 
‘in her poileffion, there is not a fyllable of veracity 
* in it. : 
‘. The firft great perplexity I fell into, was on the 
account of my fon Swane, who had deflowered the 
abbefs of Leon, fince called Leominfter- in Here- 
fordfhire. After this fa&, he retired into Denmark, 
whence he fent to me to obtain his pardon. The 
king at firft refufed ic; being moved thereto, as I 
afterwards found, by fome churchmen, particularly 
by one of his chaplains, ‘whom I had prevented 
from obtaining a bifhoprick. Upon this, my fon 


ennaneanaas. 


2 ‘ com- 


ur the promotion of Edward, was the fimplicity 
or weaknefs of that prince, under whom I promifed. 


Swane invaded the coats with feveral fhips, and | 


° 
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* mitted many outrageous cruelties; which, indeed, 
‘ did his butinefs, as they ferved me to apply to the 
‘ fear of this king, which [ had long fiuce difcovered 
¢ to be his predominant paffion. And at laft, he who 


- © had refuted pardon to his firft offence, fubmitted to 


‘ give it him, after he had committed many other 
* more monilrous crimes; by which his pardon lott all 
© grace to the ottended, and received double cenfure 
* from all others. 
‘ The king was greatly inclined to the Normans, 
¢ had created asNorman archbiihop of Canterbury, 
‘and had heaped extraordinary favours on him. [ 
‘had no other objcétion to this man, than that he 
* rofe without my afliltance ; a caufe ot diflike, which 
* in the reign of great and powertul favourites, hath 
* often proved fatal to the pelfons who have given it, 
‘.as the perfons thus raifed infpire us vconftantly 
‘ with jealoufics and apprehenfions. For when we 
‘ promote any one ourtlélves, we take effectual care 
* to preferve tuch an afcendant over him, that we 
‘can at any time reduce him to’ his former degree, 
‘ fhould ,he dare te act in oppofition to our wills: 
for which reafon we never fuffer any one to come near 
_the prince, but tuch as we are affured it is impotlible 
fhould be capable of engaging or improving his af- 
fection ; no prime-minitter, as I apprehend, efteem- 
ing himfelf to be fate, while any other fhares the 
ear of his prince, of whom we are as jealous as the 
* fondeft hufband can be of his wife... Whoever, 
‘ therefore, can approach him by any other channel 
«than that of ourfelves,.is, in our opinion, a declared 
* enemy, and one whom the firft principles of policy 
oblige us to demolith with the utmoft expedition. 
* For the affection of kings is as precarious as that of 
‘ women, and the only way to lecure either to our- 
* felves, is to kecp-all others from them. + 
* But the archbifhop did-not Jet matters reft on fuf- 
* picion. He foon gave open proofs of his intereft 
* with the Confeffor, in procuring an office of {ome 
importance for one Rollo, a Norfaan of mean ex- 


& 


© traction, and very defpicable parts. When ! repre- 


* fented to the king the indecency of coaferring fuch 
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an honour on fuch a fellow, he anfwered me, that 
he was the archbifhop’s relation. Then, Sir, re- 
plied I, he ts related to yourenemy. Nothing more 
pafled at that time: but I foon perceived bg the arch- 
bilhop’s behaviour, that the king had acquainted 
him with our private difcourfe, a tufficient ailurance 
of his confidence in him, and neglect of me. 

‘ Vhe favour of princes, when once loit, is reco- 


verable only by the gaining a fituation which may 


make you terrible to them. As I had no doubt.of 
having loft all credit with this king, which indeed 
had been originally founded and conittantly fupport- 


‘ed by his tear, fo. 1 took the method of terror to re- 


ain tt. 


‘ The earl of Boulogne coming over to vifit the 


king, pave me an opportunity of breaking out into 
open” oppofition: for as the earl was. on his return 
to France, one.of his fervants, who was {ent before 
to procure lodgings at Dover, and infilted on ha- 
ving them in the houfe of .a private man in {pite of 


the owner’s tecth, was, in a fray, which enfued, 
-killed on the {pot; and the earl himfelf arriving’ 


there foon after, very narrowly efcaped with his life. 


Vhe earl, enraged at this atilront, returned to the. 


king at Gloucelter, with loud complaints and de- 
mands of fatisfaction. Edward confented to his de- 
mands, and ordered me to chaitije the rioters, who 


‘were under my government as earl of Kent: but, in- 


ftead of obeying thefe orders, 1 anfwered with fome 
warmth, that the Englifh were not ufed to punith 


people unheard; nor ought their rights and privi- 
‘legés to be violated: that the acculed {hould be firft 


fummoned; if guilty, fhould make fatisfaQion both 


with body and eftate; but if innocent, fhould be — 


diicharged.. Adding, with great ferecity, that, as 
earl of Kent, it was my duty to protect thofe under 
my government againit the infults of foreigners. 

‘ This accident was extremely lucky, as it gave my 
quarrel withthe king a popular colour;- and {fo 
ingratiated me with the people, that when [fet up 
my ftandard, which I foon after did, they. readily 


aitd chearfully lifted under my banners, and em- 


« braced 
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© braced my caule, which I perfuaded them was their’ 
¢ own: for that it was to protect them againit foreign 
* ers that] had drawn my fword. “Che word Poreiyne 
* ers with an Engiifhman hath a kind of magical. vets 
‘- feat, they having the utmoit hatred and aver fion to 
€ them, arifing froin the cruelties they futkered from: 
*- the Danes, and fome other foreizn nations. No. 
¢ wonder therefore they efpoufed my “caule, inaquar — 
‘rel which had fuch a beginning. 

*« But what may be fomewhat more “femarkable i 1S,, 
*- that when I afterwards returned to England from: 
- © banifhment, and was at the head of an army of the 
_ © Flemifh, who were preparing to plunder the city of 
- & London, I (till pertiited that [ was come to defend: 
¢ the Englifh from the danger of foreigners, and gain 
ted their credit. Indeed,.there is no lie fo grofs but 
© it may be impofed on the people by thofe whom they: 
© efteem their patrons and defenders. 

. © The king faved his city by being reconciled to. 
‘meé, and taking again my daughter, whom. he had’ 

‘ put away from him; and thus having- frightened 
‘ the king into what conceffions 1 thought proper, C 
¢ difmiifed my army and fleet, with which I intended, 
‘could I not have fucceeded otherwiie, to have fack ed 
*the city of London, and ravaged the whole country.. 

‘-I was no fooner re-eltablithed in the king’s fa-: 
“ vour, or, what was as well for me, the appearance 
* of it, than I tell violently on the archbilhop. He 
*-had of himtelf retired to his monailery in Normane-- 
‘ dy; bue that dil not content me, LE had him for- 
*-mally banifhed, the fee declared vacant, and then- 
© filled up by another. 

‘I enjoyed my grandeur a very fhort time, after- 
© my refioration to it: for the king hating and fearing 
‘ me to a very preat degree, and finding no means of 
‘ openty deftroying me, at latt effected his purpofe - 
‘-by poifon, and then {pread abroad a ridiculous ttory » 
‘of my wifhing the next morfel might choak me, 
¢ if I had bad any ‘hand in the death of Alired; and,. 
‘ accordingly, that the next morfel, by a divine “judg. 
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ment, ftuck in my throat, and performed that office, 


‘ This of a ftatefman was one of my worlt ftages . 
in the other world. It is a polt fubjected daily to | 


the greateit danger and inquictude, and attended 
with little pleature, and lefs eafe. Ina word, it is 
a pill, which, was it not gilded over by ambition, 


would appear nauleous and deteftable in the eye of 


every one; and perhaps that is one reafon why Mi- 

nos fo greatly compathonates the cafe of thoie who 

{wallow its. for that jutt judge told me, he always 
acquitted a prime-minilter, who could produce one 

fingts vcod aétion in his whole hfe, let him have 

comraitted ever fo many crimes. Indeed, I under- 

Rood hima litile too largely, and was ftepping to-> 
wards the gate: but he pulled me by the eeve., and 

telling me, no prime miniiter ever entered there, bid 

me go back again; faying, he thought I had fufi- 

cient reaton to rejoice in efcaping the bottomlefs 

pit, which half my crimes committed in any ether 

capacity would have eaerle me to. 


C oH A Pp. XXI. 
Julian 5 adventures in the poft of a Soldier. 


“WAS born at, Caen in Normandy. My mo- 

ther’s name was Matilda; as for my father, E 
am not fo certain; for the good woman on her 
death-bed aflured me, fhe herfelf could bring her 
guels to no greater certainty, than-te five of duke 
W ilitann's captains. When IJ was no more than thir- 
teen (lieing indeed a furprifing ftout boy of my agey 
[ eniiuted into the army of Duke Wiuham, after- 
wards knowa by the name cf Willtam the Con- 
queror; landed with him at Pevenfey, or Pemley 
itt Sulfex, and was prefent at the famous battle. of 
ee 

‘At the firft onfet, it was impcfiible to defcribe 
mv ccafternition, which was heightened by the falt 
ci two foldiers who ftood by me; but this foon 
abated, and by devrees, as my blood grew warm, [ 


thought no more of my own fafety, but fell on 
‘ the 
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© the enemy with great fury, and did a good decal of 
© execution; till unhappily [ received a wound in my 
* thigh, which rendered me unable to ftand any 
* longer, fo that [ now lay among the dead, and was. 
* conitantly expoled to the danger of being trampled 
*-to death, as well by my feilow foldiers as by the 
- © enemy. However, I had the fortune to efcape it, . 
* and continued the remaining part of the day, and. 
‘ the nicht following, on the ground, . 

‘ The next morning, the. duke fending out parties - 
¢ to bring off .the wounded, I was found almolt ex- 
* piring with Jofs of blood; notwithitanding which, . 
‘ as immediate care was taken-to dreis my wounds, 
¢ youth, and a robuit conttitution ftood my friends, 
‘ and [ recovered, after a long and tedious indi{polts 
*-tion, and was again able to ule my limbs and do my: 
‘ duty. . | 

‘« As. foon as Dover was taken, I was conveyed: 
*-thither with all the reft of the: fick and wounded... 
‘-Here L-recovered of my wound: but fell afterwards - 
¢ into a violent flux, which, when it departed, left. 
‘-me fo weak, that it was long before I could regain. 
‘- my ftrength.. And what molt afflicted me was, that, 
§-during my whole illnefs, when i Janguifhed under - 
« want as well as fickneis, I had daily the .mortificas. 
* tion to fee and hear the riots and excels of my fel-- 
*. low-foldiérs, who had happily elcaped fatefrom the: 
© battle. 

‘ 1 was no fooner well, than I was ordered into: 
¢ garriJon at Dover caftle. The officers here fared 
‘ very indifferently; but the private men much worfe% . 
¢ We had great tcarcity of provitions, and what was 
‘ yet more intolerable, were fo clofely confived for- 
“ want of room (tour of us being obliged to ly on. 
* the fame bundle of ftraw) tiaat many died, and molt. 
* fickened. 

* Here 1 had remained about four months, when: 
‘ one night we were alarmed with the arrival of the 
¢ earl of Boulogne, who had come over privily from 
‘© France, and endeavoured to furprife the catle.. 
* The defign proved inetfectual: for the garrifon.. 
* making a britk dally, moit of his men were “1m- 
Ccg —  # bled 
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bled down the precipice, and he returned with 2 
very few back to France. In this action, however, 


.] had the misfortune to come off with a broken arms 


it was fo fhattered, that befides a great deal of pain 
and mifery, which I endured in my cure, I was dif- 
abled for upwards of three months. 

* Soon after my recovery, I had contraéted an 
amour with a young woman, whofe parents lived 
near the garrifon, and were #) much. better circum- 
ftances than I had reafon to expec fhould give their 
confent to the match. However, as the was ex- 
tremely fond of me, (as I was indeed diftractedly 
enamoured of her) they were prevailed on to com- 


ply with her defires, and the ‘day was fixed for our 


marriage. 

‘ On the evening preceding, while F was exulting 
with the eager expectation of the happinefs | was 
the next day to-enjoy, I received orders to march 
early in the morning towards Windfor, where a 
Jarge army was to be formed, at the head of which 


the king intended to march into the Welt. Any 


perfon who had ever been in love, may eafrly ima- 
gine what I felt im my mind, on receiving thofe or» 
ders; and what ftill heightened my torments was, 
that the commanding ofkcer would not permit any 
one to go out of the garrifon that evening; fo that 
I had not even an opportunity of taking leave of iny 
beloved. 

* The mornmg came which was to have put me in 
the pofleflion of my wifhes; but alas! the. fcene 
was now changed, and all the hopes.which I had 
railed, were now fo many gholts to haunt, dnd fu- 
ries to torment me. 

‘-It was now the midft of winter, and very fevere 
weather for the feafon; when we were obliged to 
make very Jong and fatiguing marches, in which we 
fuffered al} the incenveniencies of cold and hunger. 
The night in which I expected to riot in the arms 
of my beloved miltrefs, I was obliged to take up 


with a lodying on the ground, expofed to. the itr- 


clenencies of a rigid froft; nor could I obtain the 
lealt comfort of fleep, which {hunned me as its ene- 
‘ my, 
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my. In fhort, the horrors of that night are not to 
© be defcribed, or, perhaps | imagined. They made 
© fuch ao impreflion on my foul, that I was forced to, 
‘. be dipped three times in the river Lethe, to prevent 
* my remembering it in the characters which ] attere 
‘ wards performed in the fleth.’ 

Here [ interrupted Julian for the firft time, and . 


_ told him, no iuch dipping had happened to me in my 
" voyage from one world: fo the other:. but he fatisfied 


sd by faying, ‘ That this only happened to thofe 
‘ fpirits which returned into the eth, in order to pre- 
vent that reminifcence which Plato mentions, and 
« which would otherwife caufe great confution i in the 
ather world.’ 

He.chen proceeded as follows: * We esataned a 
very ‘laborious march to Exeter, which we were or- 
dered to befiege. The town foon furrendered, and 
his majefty built a cattle there which he garrifoned — 
with his Normans, and unhappily I had the mistor- 
tune to be one of the number. 

‘ Here we were confined clofer than I had been 
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~/€ at Dover; for as the citizens were extremely difaf- _ 


fected, we were never fuffered to go without the 
walls of the caltle; nor indeed could we, unlefs ia. 
large bodies, without the utmoit danger. We were 


citations prevail with the commanding officer to give 

‘me a month’s ablence to vilit my love, from whom 

1 had no opportunity of hearing in all my, long abe 
« fence. 

‘ However in the fpring, the people being more 
* quiet, and another officer of a gentler temper fue 
« ceeding to the principal command, I obtained Icave 
‘ to goto Dover: but alas! what comfort did my 
* long journey bring me? 1 found the parents of my 
¢ 
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- © Vikewife kept to continual duty, nor could any foli- 
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darling in the utmoit mifery at her Jofs : for the had 
.© died about a week before my arrival of a confump- 
tion, which they imputed to her pining at my tud- 
den departure. 
_ © Enow fell into the moft violent and almoft rav- 
‘ ing fit of defpair. I cuyfed myfelf, the king, and 
‘§ the whole world, which: no longer {eemed to have any 
. ‘ des 
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delight for me. I threw myfelf on the grave of my 
‘deceated love, and lay there without any kind of. 
fuitenance for two whole days. At att hunger, 
together with the perfuafions of fome people who 
took pity'on me, prevailed with me to quit that fi- 
tuation, and refreth mylfelf with food. .They then. 
perfuaded me to return to my polt, and abandon a 
place where almolt every object | faw, recalled ideas - 
to my mind, which, as they taid, I fhould endeavour 
with my utmoft force to expel from it. This ade. 
vice at length ducceeded; the rather, as the father 
and mother of my beloved, refufed to fee me, look- 
ing upon me as the innocent but certain caufe of the - 

death of their only child: 

© The lofs' of one we tenderly Jove, as it is one of 
the molt bitter and biting evils which attends hus 
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-fottens every other talamity; I mean, that great re-- 
liever, hope. No man can be fo totally undone, 
but that he may ftil cherifh expectation: but this - 
deprives us of all fuch comfort, nor can any thing | 
but time alone leflen it. This however, in molt: 
minds, is fure to work a flow but effectual remedy; 
fo did it in mtne: for within a twelvemonth, | was. 
entirely reconciled to my fortune, and foon after 
abtolutely forgot the object of a paflion from which 
I had promifed myfeli fuch extreme happinefs, and 
in the dilappointment of which | had experienced 
juch incenceivable mifery. 

« At the expiration of the month, I returned to 
¢ my garrifon at Exeter; where | was no fooner ar- 
¢ rived, than | was ordered to march into the north, 

* to oppofe a-force there levied by the earls of Chetler | 
¢ and Northumberland. We came to York, where 
¢ his majctty pardoned the heads of the rebels, and 

“¢ very feverciy punifhed fome who were lefs guilty. 
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it was par: vcularly my Jot to be ordered to feize a 
poor men, who had never been out fof his. houle, 
and convey him to prifon. 1 detelted this bar barity, 
yet was obliged to execute it ; nay, though no re- 
ward would have bribed me in a private capacity to 
-. © have adled duch a part yet, fo much fandtity is-there 
: 6 in 


man life, fo it wants the lenitive which palliates and. — 
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_in the commands of a monarch, or general, to a fol- 


dier, that I performed it without reluflance, nor 
had the tears of his wife and tamily any prevalence 
with me. 


« But this; which was a very fmall: piece of mif= 


chief in comparifon with many of my _barbarities 
afterwards, was however the only one which ever 
gave me any uneafineis: for when-the king led us 
afierward into Northumberland to revenge thofe 
peopk’s having joined with Ofborne the Dane in 
his invafion, and orders were given us to commit 
what ravages we could, [ was forward in fulfilling 
them, and among fome leffer cruelties (1 remember 
it yet with forrow) | ravifhed a woman, murdered a 


little infant playing in her lap, and then burnt her © 


houfe. In fhort, for I have no pleafure in this part 


.of my relation, I had my fhare in al! che cruelties 


exerciied on thofe poor wretches; which were fo 
grievous, that for fixty miles together, between 
York and Durham, nota fingle houfe, church, or 
any other public or private edifice was left ftanding. 


¢ We had pretty well devoured the country, when - 


we were ordered to march to the ifle of Ely, to op- 
pofe Hereward, a beld and ftout foldier, who had 
under him a very Jarge body of rebels,-who had 
the impudence to rife againit their king and con- 


“queror (I talk now in the fame flyle I did then) in. 


defence of their Itberties, as they called them, 
Thefe were foon fubdued: but as | happened (more 
to my glory than my comfort) to be pofted- in that 


- part through which Hereward cut his way, I re- 


ceived a dreadful cut on the forehead, a fecond on 
the fhoulder, and was run through the body with a 
ike. 
‘ | lJanguifhed a long time with thefe. wounds, 
which made me incapable of attending the king in- 
to Scotland. However, [ was able to go over with 
him afterwards into Normandy, in his expediticn 
againtt Philip, who had taken the opportunity of 
the troubles in England, to invade that provinee, 
Thole few Normans who had furvived their wounds, 


and had remained ia the iile of Ely, v were all of our 
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nation who went, the reft of his army being all 
compofed of Englith. Ina tkirmifh near the town 
of Mans, my Jeg was broke, and fo fhattered,. that. 


‘it was forced to be cut off. 


‘ I was now difabled from ferving Jonger in the: 
army, and accordingly being difcharged from the 
fervice, I retired to the place of my nativity, wheré. 
in.extreme poverty, and frequent bad healch from. , 
the many wounds [ had: received, I dragged on a 
miferable life to- the age of fixty-three; my only 
pleafure being to recount the feats of my youth, in. 
which narratives [| generally exceeded the truth. 

‘ It would be tedious and unpleafant to recount: 
to you the feveral miferies I fuffered after my res - 
turn’ to.Caen; let it fuffice, they were fo, terrible,. 


‘that they induced Minos to compaflionate me, and, 
notwithitanding the. barbarities | had been guilty of. 


in’ Northumberland, to iuflsr me to go once more: 


: back to earth. ee Rae 
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What happened to Fulian in the perfon of a taylors 


ORTUNE now ftationed me in a charatter,. 
which the ingratitude of mankind hath put- 
them. on ridiculing, though they owe to it-not only 
a relief from the inclemencies of cold, to which they- 
would otherwife be expofed, but likewife a confi- 


derable fauisfaction of their vanity. The character. 


I mean, was that of a taylor; which, if we confi 
der it with due attention, mult be entelled to have 
in it great dignity and impartance. For in reality,. 
who conititutes the different degrees between men, 
but the taylor? The prince indecd: gives the title, 
but it is the taylor who makes’ the man. To his. 
labours are owing the refpect of crouds, and the awe 
which great men infpire into their beholders, though 
theie are too often unjulily attributed to other mo-: 
tives. Laftly, the admiration of the fair is moft. 


commonly to be placed to his account. 
© [ was juft fet up in mv trade, when-I made three 


t fuits of pee cloaths for king Stephen’s coronation. 
ae ques 


8 ox 


‘WORLD TO THE NEXT, &c. © 299 


‘€ T queftion whether the perfon who wears the rich 
‘ coat, hath fo much pleaiure and vanuy im being 
© admired in it, as we tayJors have from that admira- 
© tion; and perhaps a philotopher would fay, he is 
‘not fo well entitled to it. 1 buitled on the day of 
© the ceremony through the croud, and ‘it was with’ 
© incredible delight, 1 heard feveral fay, as my -clothes 
¢ waiked by, blefs ine, was ever any thing fo fine as 
§ the karl of Devonihire! Sure he and Sir Hugh Bie 

‘ got are the two belt drefled men Lever faw. Now 
* both thefe fuits were of my making. : 

‘ There would indeed be infintte pleafure in works 
‘ ing for the courtiers, as they are generally genteel 
“© men, and fhew one’s clothes to the beit advantage, 
‘ was it not for one {mall difcouragement ; this is, 
‘ thatthey never pay. I folemnly protett, tho’ I loft 
* almof} as much by the court in my life as I got by 
«the city, [ never carried a {uit into the latter with 
‘ half the fatistaGion which I have done to the for- 
* mer; though trom that I was certain of ready mo- 
--€ ney, and from this almoft as-certain of no money at 
‘© all. 

-¢ Courtiers may, however, be divided into two 
* forts, very eflentially different from each other ; 
‘© into thofe who never intend to pay for their clothes ; 
* and thofe who do intend to pay for them, but ne- 
‘© ver happen to be able. Of the Jatter fort, are many 
« of thoie young gentlemen whom we equip out for 
* the army, and who are, unhappily for us, cut off 
_© before they arrive at preferment. This ts the rea- 
* fon that taylors in time of war are miftaken for po- 
‘© hitictans, by their inquifitiveneis into the event of 
* battles ; one campuign very often proving the ruin 
“ of half a dozen of us. [ am fure | had frequent 
*-reafon to curte that fatal battle of Cardigan, where 
*¢ the Welth defeated fome of king Stephen's beit troops, 
* and where many a Bove {uit of mine, unpaid for, tell 
* tothe ground, 

© The gentlemen of this honourable calling have 
“ fared much better in later ages than when 1 was of 
‘ it: for now it tees the fathion is, when they ap- 

* prehend their cultomer is not in the belt circum. 
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tances, if they are not paid as foon as they carry 


home the fuit, they charge him in their book as 
much again as itis worth, and then fend a gentle- 
man with a fmall ferip of parchment to demand the 
money. If thts be not immediazely paid, the gen- 
tleman takes the beau with him to his houfe, where 
he locks him up till the taylor is contented: but in 
my time, thefe ferips of parchment were not in ufe ; 
and if the. beau difliked paying for his clothes, ae 
very often happened, we had no method of compel. 
ling him. 

‘ In feveral of the characters‘ which I have related 
to you, I apprehend, I have fometimes forgot my- 
felf, and confidered myfelf as really interefted, as [ 
was when | perfonated them on earth. [ have juft 
now caught myfelf in the fact: for 1 have com- 
plained to you as bitterly of my cuftomers as I for- 
merly ufed to do, when I was the taylor : 5ut in re- 
ality, tho’ there were fome few perfons of very great 
quality, and-fome others who never paid their 
debts; yet thofe were but a few, and I had a me- 
thod of repairing this lofs. My cultomers I divided 
under three heads: thofe who paid ready meney, 


thofe who paid flow, and thofe who never paid at 


all. The fir(t of thefe, 1 confidered apart by them- 
felves, as perfons by whom | got a certain but final] 
profit. The two lait I lumped together, making 
thofe who paid flow, contribute to repair my lofles 
by thofe who did not pay at all. Thus upon the 


whole I was a very inconfiderable lofer, and might 


have left a fortune to my family, lrad | not launch- 
ed forth into expences which fwallowed up all my 
gains. I had a wite and two chiidren. Thetfe in- 
deed I kept frugally enough ; for I half ftarved 
them: but I kept a miltrefs in a finer way, for 
whom [ had a country houie, pleafantly fituated on 
the Thames, elegantly fited up, and neatly fur- 
nifhed. This woman might very properly be cailed 
my miftreis; for fle was moft abtolutely fo, and 
though her tenor was no higher than by my will, 
fhe domineered ag tyrant ically as if my chains had 
been rivetied in the itrongelt manner. To ail this-E 
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¢ fubmitted, not throuzh any adoration of her b:auty, 
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which was indeed but indifferent; her charms con- 
fitted in little wantonnefles, which fhe knew admir- 
ably well to ufe in hours of dalliance, and which, 

I believe, are of all things | the moit delightful to a 
lover. 

‘ She was fo profufely extravagant, that it feemed 
as if fhe had an adiual intent to ruin me. ThisI 
am fure of, if fuch had been her real intention, the: 
could have taken no properer way to accomplifh its 
nay, | myfelf might appear to.have had the fame 
view; for befides this extravagant miltrefs, and my 


country houfe, I kept likewife a brace of hunters, 


rather for that it was tafhionable fo to do, than for 
any great delight I took in the tport, which [ very 


little actended ; not for want of lei/ure, tor few no- 


blemen had to "much ; all che work I ever did was 
taking meaiure, and ‘that only of my greateft and 
beft cuitomers. I fcarce ever cut a piece of cloth 
in my lite, nor was indeed much more able to fathie 
on a coat than any gentleman in the kingdom. 
This made a fkilful fervant too neceflary to me. 
He knew [ muit fubmit to any terms with, or any 
treatment from him. He knew it was eafier for 
him to find another fuch a taylor as me, than 
for me to procure {uch another workman as 
him: for this reafon, he exerted the moft notorious: 
and cruel tyranny, feldom giving me a civil word ; 
nor could the utmolt condefcenfion on my fide, tho? 
attended with continual prefents and rewards, and 
raifing his wages, content or pleafe him. [n a word, 
he was as abfolutely ny malter, as was ever an am= 
bitious, induftrious prime-minifter over an indolent 
and voluptuous king. All my other journeymen 
paid more refpec& to him than to me ; for they con- 


fidered my favour as a neceflary confequence of ob- — 


taining his. 

‘ {hele were the mot remarkable occurrences while 
I acted this part. Minos hefitated a few moments, 
and then bid me get back again, without afligning a- 


: ny reafon.’ 
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CH A P. XXII 
The life of Alderman Julian. ' 


NOW revifited England, and was born at 
I London. My father was one of the magiftrates 
of that city. He had eleven children, of whom I 
was the eldeft. He had great fuccefs in trade, and 
grew extremely rich; but the largenefs of his family 
rendered it impoflible for him to leave me a fortune 
fufficient to live well on, independent of bufinefs. I 
was accordingly brought up to be a filhmorger; in 
which capacity, I myfelf afterwards acquired very 
confiderable wealth. ; | 
4 The fame difpofition of mind, which in princes 
is catled ambition, isin fubjects named faction. To 
this temper 1 was greatly addifted from my youth 
I-was, while a boy, a great partizan of prince Joha 


againft his brother Richard, during the latter’s ab-_ 


fence in the holy war, and in his captivity. 1 was 
no more than one and twenty when I firft began to 
make political fpeeches in public, and to endea- 
vour to foment difquietude and difcontent in the 
city. As I was pretty well qualified for this office, 
by a great fluency of words, an harmonious accent, 
a graceful delivery, and above all, an invincible af- 
furance, I foon acquired fome reputation among 
the younger citizens, and fome of the weaker and 
more inconfiderate of a riper age. This co-operating 
with my own natural vanity, made me extravagant 
ly proud and fupercilious. I foon began to elteem 
myfelf a man of fome confequence, and to overlook: 
perfons every way my fuperiors. i 

‘ The famous Robin Hood, and his companion 
Little John, at this time made a confiderable fgure 
in Yorkfhire. I took upon me to write a letter to 
the former, in the name of the city, neiting him 
to come to London, where | affured him of very 
good reception, fignifying to him my own great 
weight and confequence, and how much I had dil 
‘pofed the citizens in his favour. Whether he re 

© ceive 
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¢ reived this letted or no, Iam not certain: but he 
* never gave me any uniwer fo it. , 

* A litle afterwards, one William. Fitz-Ofborn, 
‘or as he was nicknamed, William. Long- Beard, 
* began to make a figure in the city. He was a bold 
* and an impudent fellow, and had raifed himfelt to 
* great popularity with the rabble, by pretending ‘to 
: efpoufe their caufe again{ft the rich { took this 
‘ man’s part, and made a public oration m his favour, 
‘ fetting htm forth as a patriot, and one who had 
* embarked in tite caufe of liberty: for which fervice 
¢ he did not receive me with the acknowledgments [ 
: expected. However,. as 1 thought | fhotid eafily 

¢ gain the afcendant over this fellow, I continued 
¢ ttill firm on his fide, till the archbifhop of Canter- 
* bury, with an armed force, put an end to his\pro- 

¢ grets; for he was fcized in Bow-church, where he ° 
* had taken refuge, and with nine of his accomplices 
* hanged. in chains 

‘ | efcaped narrowly myfelf : for I was feized in 
the fame chureh wih the reft, and as I had been 
very confiderably engaged in the enterprize, the 
archbifhop was inclined to make me an example: 
but my father’s merit, who had advanced a confi- 
derable fum to queen Ebkkanor, towards the king's — 
ranfom, preferved me.. 

- © The confternation my- danger had occafioned, 
* kept me fome time quiet, and I applied myfelf very 
* affiduoufly to- my trade. I invented all manner of 
é 
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methods to enhance the price of fith, and made ife 

of my utmoft endeavours to engrofs as much of the 
* bufinefs. as poflible in. my own hands. By thefe 
* means I acquired a fubltance,. which ratfed me to 
* fome little confequence in the city; but far from 

*.elevating me to that degree, which I had formerly 
* flattered myfelf with pofleffing, at a. time when £ 
* was totally infignificant: for in a trading fociety, 
* money mutt at leatt lay the foundation of all power | 
* and intereft. 

* But as it hath been remarked, she the fame am- 
© bition which fent Alexander into Afia, brings the 
* wreiller on the green; and ‘as this fame ambition i is 
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as incapable. as quickfilver of lying ftilh;: fo I, who 
was poflefled, perhaps, of a fhare equal to what 
hath fired the blood of any of the heroes of anti- 
quity, was no lels reitlefs, and difcontented with 
eaie and quiet My firit endeavours were. to make 
myfelf head of my company, which Richard I. had 
jutt publifhed, and foon afterwards I procured my- 
felf to be chofen alderman. : > 

‘ Oppdfition is the only flate, which can give a 
fubject an opportunity of exerting the difpofition [ 
was pofiefled of. Accordingly king John was no 
focner feated on his throne, than 1 began to: oppoile 


his meafures, whether right or wrong. It is true, 
that monarch had faults enow. He was fo aban- | 
doned to lutt and luxury, that he addiéted himielf 


to the molt extravagant exceiles in both, while he 
indolently foffered the king of France to rob him 
of almoft afl his foreign dominions: my oppofition 


therefore was juitifiable enough, and if my motive | 
from within bad been as good as the occafion from — 


without, [ thould have had little te excute; but in 


truth, | fought nothing but my own preferment, 


by making mylelf formidable to the king, and ‘then 
felling to him the intereft of that party, by whofe 


‘means | had become foi Indeed, had the public 


good been my care, however zealovfly | might have 
oppoted the beginning of his reign, I fhould have 


‘ not fcrupled to lend him my utmott affiitance in the © 
‘ftroggle between him and pope Innocent the third, 


in which he was fo manifefily in the right: nor have 
futtcred the infolence of that pope, and the power 
of the king of France, to have compelled him in 
the iffue bafely to refign his crown into the hands 
of the former, and receive it again as a vaflal; by 
means of which acknowledgment the pope afterwards 
claimed this kingdom as _a tributary fief to be held 
of the papal chair. A claim which occafioned great. 
uneafinefs to many fubfequent princes, and brought 
numberlefs calamities on the nation. 

* As the king had ameng other conceffions ftipu- 
lated to pay an immediate fom of money to Pan- 
dujpk, which he had great difficulty to raife, it was 


‘ abfo- — 
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¢ abfolutely neceffary for him‘to apply to the city, where 
¢ my intereft and popularity were fo high, that he had 
‘no hopes without my affiftance. As 1 knew this, k 
¢ took care to fell myfelf and. country as high as pol- 
¢ fible. The terms | demanded, therefore, were a place, 
* a penfion, anda knighthood. AH thote were imme- 
¢ diately confented to. 1 was forthwith knighted, and | 
* promiled the other two. + 

‘ [ new mounted the huftmgs, and without any 
‘regard to decency er modetty, made as empha-~ 
* tical a fpeech in favour of the king, as before 3b - 


© had done again him. In this fpeech I jultified alk ~ 


© thofe.meaiures which [ had betore condemned, and 
© pleaded as earneftly with my fellow-citizens, to open 
* their purfes, as I had formerly done to prevail with 
* them tokeep them thut. But, alas! my rhetoric had. 
* not the effect I propofed. The confequence of my 
* arguments was.only contempt to myfelf. The peo~ 
* ple at firft itared at one. another, and afterwards 
* began ananimoufly to exprefs their diflike Am 
¢ impudent fellow among them refle€ting on my trade, 
* cried outy Stinking Filh ! which was immediately 
* reiterated through the whole croud. I was them 
* forced to flink away home, but I was not able to ac- 
© complith my retreat without being attended by the 
* mob, who huzza’d me along the ftreet with the re~ 
* peated cries of Stinking Filh.!. | 
. © { now proceeded to.court, to-inform his majefty. 
* of my faithful fervice, and-how much I had. fuffered& 
* in his caufe.. I found by my firit reception, he hack 
« already heard: of my fucoefs. Inftead of thanking 
«me for my fpeech, he faid, the city fhould repens 
© of. their obftinacy ; for that he would fhew them 
« who he was.: and fo faying, he immediately turned 
* that part. to me, to which the toe of man hath fo 
* wonderful, an affection, that it is very dificulr,. 
* whenever it prefents iticlf conveniently, to keep 


© our toes from the moft violent and ardent falutation 
- ©ofin 


* | was a litthe nettled at this behaviour, and with» 
¢ fome earnelincis claimed the king’s fuifilling his 


* promife: but he retired without an{wering . me. 
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| [then applied to fome of the courtiers, who had 


lately profefied great friendfhip to me, bad ate at 
my houte, and invited me to theirs: but not one 
would return me any anf{wer, all running away from 
me, asif I] had been feized with fome contagious 
diltemper. I now found by experience, that as none 
can be fo civil, fo none can be ruder than a cour- 
tier. 

« A few moments after the king’s retiring, I was 
left alone in the room, to confider what | fhould 
do, or whither I fhould turn myfelf. My reception 
in the city promifed itfelf to be equal. at leaft with 
what I found at court. However, there was my 
home, and thither it was neceffary I fhould: retreat 
for the prefent. 

« But, indeed, bad as | apprehended my treat- 
ment in the city would be, it exceeded my éxpedta- 
tion.. [rode home on an ambling pad through 
crouds, who exprefled every kind-of difregard and 
contempt; pelting me not only with the moft abu- 
five language, but with dirt. However, with much 


difficulty, | arrived at laft at my own houfe, with my 


bones whole, but covered over with filth. 

* When I: was got within my doors, and had fhut 
them againft the mob, who had pretty well vented 
their {pleen, and feemed now contented to retire ; 
my wife, whom I found crying over her children, 


-and from whom I hoped fome comfort in my afflic- 


tions, fell upon me in the moft outrageous manner. 
She afked me, why I would venture on fuch a ftep, 
without confulting her ; the faid, her advice might 
have been civilly afked, if I was refolved not to 
have been guided by it. That whatever opinion f 
might have conceived of her underftanding, the relt 
of the world thought better of it. That 1 had ne- 
ver failed, when [ had afked her counfel, nor ever 
fucceeded without it; with much more of. the fame 
kind, too tedious to mention ; concluding, that it 
was a monitrous behaviour to defert my party, and 


‘come over to the court. An abufe which I took 


worle than all the reft, as fhe had been conftantly 
for feveral years afliduous in railing» ae the oppoli- 
| ¢ tion, 
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‘tion, in’ fiding with [the court-party, and begging. 


me to come over ‘to it. And efpecially after my 
mentioning the offer of knighthood to her, fince 
which time fhe had continually interrupted my re- 
pofe, with dinning in my ears the fully of refufing 
honours, and of adhering to a party, and to prin- 
ciples, by which I was certain of procuring no ad- 
vantage to mylelf and my family. 

‘ I had now entirely loft my trade, fo that I had 
not the leaft temptation to ftay longer in a city” 
where I was certain of receiving daily affronts and 
rebukes. I therefore made up my affairs with the 
utmotlt expedition, and {craping together all I could, 
retired into the country; where [ fpent the remaindet 
of my days, in univerfal contempt, being {hunned 
by every body, perpetually abufed by my wile, and - 
not much reipected by my children. 

“ Minos told me, though I had been a very vilé 
fellow, he thought my fufferings made fome atone* 


‘ment, and fo bid me take the other trial.’ 


C HA P. XXIV. 


Fulian recounts what bappened to him while he wae 


¢ 


@ poet. 


OME was now the feat of my nativity, a 
I was born of a family more remarkable fot 


© honour than riches. I was intended for the church, 


‘ 


a ak 


¢- 


-and had a pretty good education; but my father 


dying while I.was young, and leaving me nothing, 
for he had wafted his whole patrimony, [ was forced 


_to enter myfelf into the order of mendicants. 


* When I was at fchool, | had a knack of rhim- 
ing, which I unhappily miftook for genius, and . 
indulged to my colt: for my verfes drew on me 
only ridicule, and I was in contempt called, The 
Poet. 
‘ This humour purfued me through my life. ‘My 
firft compolition after I left {chool, was a panegyric 
on pope Alexander [V. who then pretended a pro- 
* ye of dethroning the king of: Sicily, On this fub- 
* je& 1 compofed a poem of about fifteen thoufand 
a * ines, 
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lines, which with much difficulty I got to be pre- 
fented to his holinefs, of whom [ expected great 
preferment as my reward: but I was cruelly difaps 
pointed; for when I had waited a year, without 
hearing any of the commendatiens I had flattered 


myielf with recetving, and being now able to.con-: 


tain no longer, 1 applied to a Jefuit who was my 
relation, and had the pope’s ear, to know what his 
holinefs’s @pinion was of my work; he coldly an- 


{wered me, that he was at that time bufied in con- - 


cerns of too much importance, to attend the reading 
of poems. 

«However diffatisfied I might be, and really was, 
with this reception; and however angry I was with 


the pope, for whofe undecftanding I entertained an © 


immoderate contempt, I was not yet nai 
from a fecond attempt. Accordingly, I foon after 
produced another work, entitled, The Trojan 
Horie. This was an allegorical work, in which 
the church was introduced into the world, in the 
fame manner as that machine had been into Troy. 
The priefts were the foldiers in its’ belly, and the 
heathen fuperftition the city to be deftroyed by them. 


This poem was written in Latin. I remember fome 


of the lines: _ 3 


* Mundanos. fcandit fatalis machina muros, 
* Farta facerdotum turmis: éxinde per aluum’ 


'. § Vift exiri omnes, magno-cum murmure olentes.. 


¢ 


¢ Non aliter quam cum humanis furibundus ab antris 
¢ Jt fonus, © nares fimul aura invadit hiantes. 

©“ Mille featont et mille-alii; trepidure timore 

© Ethnica gens cepit: falfi per inane volantes — 

6 Effugere Dei defertaque templa relinquiunt. 

¢ Fam magnum crepitavit equus, mox orbis G alte | 
© Ingemuere poli: tune ta pater, ultimus omnium 

© Maxime lexander, ventrem maturus equinun 

* Deferis, beu proles meliori digne parente.’ 


believe Julian, had I not ftopt him, would have 


gone through the whole poem (for, as I obferved, in 
molt of the charaéters he related, the affections he. had 


enjoyed while he perionated. them on.earth, fill made 


fome. 
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*vfome impreflion on him;) but I begged him to omft 
the fequel of the poem, and proceed with his hiftory. 
He then recollected himfelf, and fmiling at the ob- 
fervation which by intuition he perceived 1 had maces 
‘continued his narration as follows: 
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© { confefs to you, fays he, that the delight i in ree 
¢ peating our own works is fo predominant in a poet, 
that | find nothing can totally root it out of the 
foul. Happy would ic be for thofe perfons, if their 


hearers could be- delighted in the fame manner’: 


but alas! hence that ingen: folitudo complained of 
by Horace: for the vanity ot mankind is fo much 
greedrer and more general than their avarice, that 
no beggar is fo ill received by them as he who folt-, 
cits their praite. - 

‘ This | fufficiently eochigeea in the jnapiaep 
of a poet: for my company was fhunned (i believe 
on this account chiefly) by my whole houte; nay, 
there were few who would fubmit to hearing me 
read my poetry, even at the price of fharing in my 
provifions. The only perfon who gave me audience 
was a brother poet; he indeed ted me with come 
mendation very liberally : but as I was forced to 
hear and commend in my turn, | perhaps bought 
his attention dear enough. 

« Well, Sir, if my expefations of the reward I 


‘hoped from my firft poem-had baulked me, I had 


| now ftill greater reaton to complain; for initead of 
bemg preferred or commended tor the fecond, | was 
enjcined a very fevere penance by my fupericr, for 
ludicroufly comparmg the pope toa fart. My poetry 
was now the jeft of every company, except fome 
few, who fpoke of it with deteftation; and I found, 
that inltead of recommending me to preferment, it 
had effectually barred me from al} probability of 
attaining it. 

Theie difcouragements had now induced- me to 


‘lay down my pen, and write no more. But, as Ju- 
venal fays, | | 


Si difcedas, Laqueo tenet ambitiofi 
| Confuctudo mals. : 
‘ I was 
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I was an example of the truth of this affertion : for 
I foon betook myfelf again to my mufe. Indeed, a 
poet hath the fame .happinefs with a man who is 
dotingly fond of an ugly woman. The one enjoys 
his mufe, and the other his miftrefs, with a pleafure 
very little abated by the efteem of the world, and 


* only undervalues their tafte for not corre{ponding 


with his own. G 

* It is unneceflary to mention any more of my poems; 
they had all the fame fate; amd though in reality 
fome of. my latter pieces deferved (1 may now 
{peak it without the imputation of vanity) a better 
fuccefs, as I. had the eharaéter of a bad writer, I 
found it impofible ever to obtain the reputation of 
a good one. Had I poileffed the merit of Homer, 


‘I could have hoped for.no applaufe; fince it mut 


have been a profound fecret: for no one would now 
read a fyllable of my writings. 

‘ The poets of my age were, as I believe you know, | 
not very famous. However, there was one in fome 
credit at that time, though I have the confolation to 
know his works are all perifhed long ago. The 
malice, envy, and hatred [ bore this man are in 


conceivable to any but an author, and an unfuc- 


cefsful one; I never could bear to hear him well 
fpoken of, and writ anonymous fatires againft him, 
though IJ had received obligations from him; indeed 
I believe it would have been an abfolute impoilibi- 
lity for him at any rate to have made me fincerely 
his friend. 
* Ihave heard an obfervation which was made by 
fome one of latter days, that there are no worfe 
men than bad authors, A remark of the fame kind 
hath been made on ugly women, and the truth of 
both ftands on one and the fame reafon, viz. that 
they are both t.inted with that curfed and deteft- 
able vice of envy ; which, as it is the greatelt tor- 
ment to the mind it inhabits, fo is it capable of in- 
troducing into it a total corruption, and of infpir- 
ing it to the commiffion of the molt horrid crimes 
iniaginable. 7 
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* My life was but fhort; for I foon pined myfelf 
* to death with the vice | jut now mentioned, Minos 
‘told me I was infinitely too bad for Elyfium; and ~ 
«as for the other place, the devil had fworn he 
* would never entertain a poet for Orpheus’s fake: 
* fo I was forced to return again to the place from 
* whence I came? 


C H A P. XXV. 


Fulian performs the part of a knight and a dancing- 
mafter. 


NOW mounted the ftage in Sicily, and became 

a knight templar: but as my adventures differ 

fo little from thofe I have recounted you in the chae 
racter of a common foldier, I fhall not tire you 
with repetition. The foldier and the captain differ 
in reality fo little from one another, that it requires 
an accurate judgment to diftinguifh them ; the lat- 

ter wears finer cloaths, and in times of fuccefs lives . 
fomewhat more delicately: but as to every thing 
elfe, they very nearly refembled one another. 

* My next ftep was into France, where fortune af- 
figned me the part of a dancing mafter. I was fo 
expert in my profeflion, that.I was brought to court 
in my youth, and had the heels of Philip de Valois, 
-who afterwards fucceeded Charles the Fair, come 
mitted to my direction. | : 
“~ 1do not remember, that in any of the characters 
in which I appeared on earth, [ ever aifumed to 
myfelf a greater dignity, or thought myfelf of more 
teal importance than now. I looked on danting as 
‘the greateft excellence of human nature, and on my-, 
felf as the greateit. proficient in it. And indeed, 
this feemed to be the general opinion of the whole 
court: for I was the chief inftructor of the youth of 
both fexes, whofe merit was almoft entirely defined 
* ‘by the advances they made in that {cience which IE 
$ had the honour to profefs. As to myfelf; 1 was fo 
* fully perfuaded of this truth, that I not only flights - ” 
* ed and defpifed thofe who were ignorant of dancinpy 
* but 1 thought the higheft character I could give of 

‘ any 
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¢ any man, was, that he-made a graceful bow: for 
* want of which accomplifhments, I had a fovereign © 
‘ contempt for many perfons of learning; nay, for. 
* fome officers in the army, and a few even of the 
* courtiers themfelves. . . 

‘ Though fo little of my youth had been thrown 
‘ away in what they call literature, that I could hardly 
© write and read, yet I compofed a treatife on educa- | 
“tion; the firft rudiments of which as I, taught, 
‘ were to inftrucét a child in the fcience of coming 
‘ bandfomely into aroom. [n this 1 corrected many 
‘faults of my predeceflors, particularly that of being 
‘ too much in a hurry, and inftituting a child in the 
‘ fublimer parts of dancing before they are capable 
* of making their honours. | 

‘ But as! have not now the dame high opinion of 
© my profeffion, which I had then, I fhall not enter- 
¢ tain you with a long hiftory of a life which confilt- 
« ed of borées and. conpées. Let it fuffice, that I lived 
* toa very old age, and followed my bufinefs as long 
‘as. I could crawl. At length I revifited my old 
‘ friend Minos, who treated me with very little re{ped, 
‘ and bad me dance back again to earth. 

-€ [| did fo, and was now once more born an Eng- 
* lifhman, bred up to the church, and at length ar- 
¢ riyed to the ftation of a bithop.- 
- € Nothing was fo remarkable in this character, aS 
‘ my always voting—*. ae 


-®© Here part of the manufcript is loft, and that a very cone. 
fiderable one, as appears by the number of the next book and 
chapter, which contains, | find, the hiftory of Anna Bolevn3 
but as to the manner in which it was introduced, or to whom 
the narrative is told. we are totally left in the dark. I have ons 
ly togremark, that this chapter is in the original-writia a we man's 
hand: and thcugh the objer.ations in it are, | think, as excels 
lent as any in the whole v:.lume,. there feems to be a difference 
in {tile between this and the preceeding chapters ; and as itis the 
character of a woman which is related, 1 am inclined to fancy. 
it was really written by one of that fex. 2 
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CHAP. VIL 


- Wherein Anna Boteyn relates the hiftory of her life. 


AM going now truly to recount a life, which, 
from the time of its ceafing, has been in the 
other world, the continual iubje@ of the cavils of | 
contending parties; the one making me as black as 
heli, the other as pure and innocent as the thabi- 
tants of this bleffed place; the mift of prejudice © 


blinding their eyes, and zeal for what they them- 


felves profefs, making every thing appear in {that 
light which they think moft conduces to its ho- 
nour. | . 

‘ My infancy was fpent in my father’s houfe, in’ ~ 
thofe.childith plays, which are moft fuitable to that 
ftate}"and I think this was one of the happieft parts 
of my life; for my parents were not among the 
number of thofe who look upon their children as fo 
many objets of a tyrannic power, but I was re- 
garded as the dear pledge of a virtuous love, and 
all my little pleafures were thought from their in- 
dulgence their greateft delight. At feven years 
old, I was carried into France with the king’s fifter, 
who was married to the French king, where I lived 
with a perfon of ‘quality, who was an acquaintance 
of my father’s. I {peat my time in learning thofe 
things neceflary to give young perfons of fafhion a 
polite education, and did neither good nor evil, but 
day pafled after day in the fame eafy way, till I was | 
fourteen; then began my anxiety, my vanity grew | 


‘flrong, and my heart fluttered with joy at every 


compliment paid to my beauty: and as the lady, 
with whom I lived, was of a gay chearful difpofi- 
tion, ‘fhe kept a great deal of company, and my 
Vou. Ve Ee * youth 
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youth and charms made me the continual objec of 
their admiration. 1 paffed fome little tyme in thofe 
exulting raptures, which are felt by every woman, 
perfectly fatisfied with herfelf, and with the beha- 
viour of others towards her. I was, when very 
young, promoted to be mai of honour to her ma- 
jefty. Vhe court was frequented by a young no 
bleman whole beauty wasthe chief fubje& of con- 
verfation in all afflemblies of ladies. The delicacy 
of his perfon, added to a great foftnefs in his man- 
ner, gave every thing he fatd and did fuch an air of 
tendernefs, that every woman he fpcke to, flattered 


herfelf with being the obje& of his love. I was. 


one of thofe who was vain enough of my own charms 
to hope to make a conqueft of him, whom the 
whole court fighed for: I now thought every other 
object below my notice; yet the only pleafure I pro- 
pofed to myfelf in this defign was, the triumphing 
over that heart, which I plainly faw all the ladies 


‘of the higheft quality, and the greateft beauty, 


would have been proud of poffefling. I was yet too 
young to be very artfal; but Nature, without any 


affittance, foon difcovers to a man, who is ufed to , 


gallantry, a woman's defire to be liked by him, 
whether that defire arifes from any particular choice 
fhe makes of him, or only from vanity. He foon 
perceived my thoughts, and gratified my utmoft 


-wilhes, by conftantly preferring me -before all other 
‘women, and exerting his utmoft gallantry and ad- 
_drefs to engage my affections. This fudden happt- 


nefs, which J then thought the greateft I could have 
had, appeared vifible in all my adtions; [ grew fo 
gay, and fo full of vivacity, that it made my per- 
fon appear {till to a better advantage, all my ac- 
quaintance pretending to be fonder of me than 
ever; though, young as I was, I plainly faw it was but 
pretence, for through all their endeavours to the 
contrary, envy would often break forth in fly infi- 
nuations, and malicious fneers, which gave me treth 
matter of triumph, and frequent opportunities of 
infulting them ; which I never let flip, for now firlt 

6 my 


WORLD TO THE NEXT, &. 41 


my female heart grew fenfible of the fpiteful plea- 
fure of feeing another languilh for what I enjoy’d. 
Whilft I was in the height of my happinefs, her 
majefty fell ill of a languifhing diitemper, whiclt: 
obliged her to go into the country for the change of 
air; my place made it neceffary for me to attend 
her, and which way he brought it about, I can’t 
imagine, but my young hero found means to be one 
of that finall train that waited on my royal miz 
(trefs, al.hough the went as private as poilible. Hi- 
therto all the interviews I had ever had with hint- 
were in public, and [ only Icoked on him as the 
fitter object to fecd that pride which had no other 
view but to thew its power; but now the fcene 
was quite changed. My rivais were all at a dittanceé 
the place we went to, was as charming as the molt — 
agreeable natural fituation, afliited by the greatelt 
art, could make it; the pleatant folitary walks, the 
finging of birds, the thou‘and pretty romantic 
{cenes this delightful place afforded, gave a fudden 
turn to my mind, my whole foul was melted into 
fofinefs, and all my vanity was fled. My fpark 
was too much ned to affairs of this nature, not td 
perceive this change; at firft the profufe tranfports 
of his joy made me believe him wholly mine, and 
this belief gave me fueh happinefs, that no Janguage 
affords words to exprefs tt, and can be only known 
to thofe who have felt it. But this was of a very 
fhort duration, for | foon found f had to do with 
one of thofe men, whofe only end in-the purfuit of 
a-woman, is to make her fall a victim to an infati- 
able defire to be admired. His defigns had fue- 
ceeded, and now he every day grew colder, and, as 
if by infatuatibn, my paflion every day increafed ; 
and notwithitanding all my refolutions and endea- 
vours to the contrary, my rage at the difappoint- 
ment at once both of my love and pride, and at the 
finding a paffion fixed in my breaft, { knew aot how 
to conquer, broke out into that inconfiftent .beha- 
‘ viour, which mult always be the confequence of vio- 
‘ lent paflioas: une moment I reproached him, the 
Ee 2 a ‘ next 
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* next I grew to tendernefs, and blamed myfelf, and 
* thought I fancied, what was not true, he faw my 
* ftruggle, and triumphed in it: but as he had not 
« witneiles enough there of his vitory, to give him 
* the full enjoyment of it,he grew weary of the coun- 
* try, and Yeturned to Paris, and left me in a condi- 


* tion it is utterly impcoflible to defcribe. My mind. 


* was like a city, up in arms, all confufion; and every 
* new thought was a freth dilturber of my peace. 
* Sleep quite forfoak me, and the anxiety I fuffered 
* threw me into a fever, which had like to have coft 
‘ me my life. With great care | recovered ; but the 
* violence of the diftemper left fuch a weaknefs on 
“my body, that the diiturbance of my mtd was 
* greatly affuaged; and now 1 began to comfort my- 
* felf in the reflection, that this’ gentleman’s being a 
* finifhed coquet, was very likely the only thing chat 
* could have preferved me: for he was the only man 
* from whom I was ever in any danger. By that 
* time I was got tolerably well, we returned to Pa- 
* ris; and I confefs, I both wilhed and feared to fee 
¢ this caufe of all my pain; however, I hcped by the 
© help of my refentment, to be able to meet him with 
‘ indifference. This employed my thoughts till our 
‘ arrival. The next day, there was.a very full court 
* to congratulate the queen on her recovery; and, 
* amongit the reft, my love appeared drefled and 
* adorned, as if he defigned fome new conquelt. 
* Inftead of feeing a woman he defpifed and flighted, 
* he approached ‘me with that aifured air which 1s - 
* common to fuccefsful coxcombs. At the fame time, 
_* | perceived I was furrounded’ by all thofe Jadies 
* who were on his account my greateft enemies; and 
‘in revenge, wifhed for nothing more than to fee 
* me make a ridiculous figure. This fituation fo 
* perplexed my thoughts, that when he came near 
* enough to {peak to me, I fainted away in his arms. 
* (Had I ftudied which way I could gratify-him molt, 
* it was impoflible to have done anything to have 
* pleafed Rim more.) Some that ftood by, brought - 


* {melling-bottles, and ufed means for my recone 
| | * ab 
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and I was welcomed to retugning life, by all thofe 
ill-natured repartees, which women enraged by envy 
are capable of venting. One cried, Well, I never 
thought my Lord had any thing fo frightful in his 
perfon, or fo fierce in his manner, as to ftrike a 
young lady dead at the fight of him. No, no, fays 
another, fome ladies fenfes are more apt to be hur- 
ried by agreeable than difagreeable objeéts : With 
many more fuch fort of fpeeches, which thewed more 
malice than wit. This not being able to bear, trem- 
bling, and with but juft itrength enough to move, [ 
crawled to my coach and hurried home. When [ 
was alone, and thought on what had happened to 
me in a public court, [ was at firft driven to the u¢- 
moft defpair; but afterwards, when I came to re- 
fleé&t, 1 believe this accident contributed more to my 
being cured of my paffion, than any other could 
have done. I began to think the only method to 
pique the man, who had ufed me fo barbaroufty, 
and to be revenged on my fpightful rivals, was to 
recover that beauty, which was then languid, and 
had loft its luftre, to let them fee [ had ftill charms 
enough to engage as many lovers as I could defire, 
and that I could yet rival them, who had thus cruelly 
infulted me. Thefe pleafing hopes revived my fink- 
ing {pirits, and worked a more effectual cure on me, 
than afl the philofophy and advice of the wifett 
men could have done. 1 now employed all my 


time and care in adorning my perfon, and olga 


the fureft means of engaging the affedticns of 
others, while I myfelf continued quite indifferent; 


thought made its way-to my heart, to fly the obje& 
of it, and by new lovers to drive the image from 
my breaft. I confulted my glafs every morning, 
and got {uch a command of my countenance, that [ 
could fuit it to the. different taftes of variety of lo- 
vers; and though | was young, for I was not above 


feventeen, yet my public way of life gave me fuch 


continual opportunities of converfing with men, 
and the flrong defire I now had of pleafing them, 
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. for I refolved for the future, if ever one foft | 


318 A JOURNEY FROM THI$¢- 


¢ led me to make fuch conftant obfervations on every 
* thing they faid or did, that I foon found out the 
¢ different methods of dealing with them. 1 obferved 
* that’ moft-men generally liked in women what was 
* molt oppofite to their own characters; therefore, 


* to the grave folid man of fenfe, I-endeavoured to’ 


‘ appear {prightly, and full of fpirit; to the witty 
‘and gay, fofe and languifhing;. to the amorous, 
* (for they want no increafe of their paflions) cold 
‘and. referved; to the fearful and backward, warm 
¢ and full of fire, and fo of al] the reft. As to beaus 
* and all thofe fort of men whofe defires are centered 
‘ in the fatisfaction of the'r vanity, I had learned by 
* fad experience, the only way to deal with them was 
‘ to laugh at them, and let their own good opinion 
* of themfelves be the only fupport of their hopes. 


> * T knew, while I could, get other followers, I was 


* fure of them, for the only fign of modefty they ever 
‘ give, is that of not depending on their own judg- 
‘ ments, -but following the opinions of the greatelt 
* number. . Thus furnithed with maxims, and grown 
** wife by paft errors, I in a manner began the world 
* again: I appeared in all public places handfomes 
«and more lively than ever, to the amazement of 
* every one who faw me, and had heard of the affair 
« between me and my Lord. He himfelf was much 
* furprifed, and vexed at this fudden change, nor could 
* he account how it was poflible for me fo foon to 
* fhake off thofe chains he thought he had fixed on 


. 4 me for life, nor was he willing to lofe his conquett 


~ 


«in this manner. He endeavoured by all means 
< poffible to talk to me again of love, but I {tood fixed 
‘to my refolution, (in which I was greatly affilted 
¢ by the croud of admirers that daily furrounded me) 
* never to Jet him explain himfelf: for notwithftanding 
‘ all my pride, [ found the firft' impreffion the heart 


- « receives of love is fo ftrong, that it requires the molt 


‘ vigilant care to prevent a relapfe. Now I lived 
‘three years in a conftant round of diverfions, and. 
* was made the perfect idol of all the men that caare: 


* to court of all ages, andeall characters. I had fe- 
— & yeral 
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« veral good matches offered me, but TI thought none 
« of them equal to my merit; and one of my greateft 


_ © pleafures wads to fee thofe women, who had pretend- 


* edto rival me, often glad to marry thofe whom [. 
“ had refufed. Yet notwithftanding this great fuccefs » 
‘ of.my fchemes, I cannot fay | was perfeétly happy 
* for every woman that was taken the lealt notice of, . 
© and every man that was infenfible of my arts, gave 
* me as much pain as all the reit gave me pleajure; 
* and fometimes little underhand ‘plots, which were 
¢ laid againft my defigns, would fucceed in fpite of 
¢ my care: fo that I really began to.grow weary of 
« this manner of life, when my father returning from 
« his embaily in France, took me home with him, and 
* carried me to a little pleafant country-houfe, where 
* there was nothing grand or fuperfluous, but every. 
‘ thing neat and agreeable; there I led a life perfea. 
* ly folitary. At firft, the time hung very heavy on 
‘ my hands, and I wanted all kind of employment, 
*.and I had very like to have fallen into the height 
* of the vapours, from no other reafon, but from want 
‘ of knowing what to de with myfelf. But when I 
© had lived here a little time, J found fuch a calmnefs 
‘ in my mind, and fuch a difference between this, and 
‘ the reftlefs anxieties I had experienced in a court, 
‘ that I began to fhare the tranquillity that vifibly. 
* appeared in every thing roundme. [ fet myfelf 
* todo works of fancy, and to raife littl flowers 
* gardens, with many fuch innotent.rural amufements, 
* which although they are not capable of affording 
* any great pleafure, yet they give that ferene turn 
* to the mind, which [ think much preferable .to any. 
* thing elfe human nature is made fuiceptible of. 
* Inow refolved to {pend the reft of my days here, 

‘ and that. nothing fhould allure me from this {weet | 
* retirement, to be again tofled about with tempeftu- 
* ous paflions of any kind. Whilft I was in this firu- 
* ation, my Lord Percy, the Earl of Northuniber. 
* land’s eldeft fon, by an accident of lofing his way, 


© after a fox-chafe, was, met by my father, about a. 


« mile from our houfe; hecame home with him, only: 
| 6 with 
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with a defign of dining with us, but was fo taken 
with me, that he tayed thrée days. I had todmuech 
experience in all affairs of this kind, not to fee pre- 
fently the influence I had on him; but [ was at that 
time fo entirely free from all ambition, that even 
the profpect of being a countefs had no effe& on me; 
and I then thought nothing in the world could have 
bribed me to have changed my way of life. This 
young lord, who was juft in his bloom, found his 
pailion fo ftrong, he could not endure a long ab- 


Ul 


fence, but returned again in a week, and endeavour- © 


ed by all the means he could think of, to engage me 
to return his affection. He addrefled me with that 
tendernefs and refpect, which women on earth think 
can flow from nothing but real love ; and very often 
told me, that unlefs he could be fo happy, as by 
his affiduity and care tp make himfelf agreeable to 
me, although he knew my father would eagerly 
embrace any propofal from him, yet he would 
fuffer that laft of miferies, of never feeing me more, 
rather than owe his own happinefs to any thing 
that might be the leaft contradictian to my incli- 
nations. This manner of proceeding had fome- 
thing in it fo noble and generous, that by degrees 
it raifed a ferfation in me, which I know not how 
to defcribe, nor by what name to call it; it was 
nothing like my former paflion; for there was no 
turbulence, no uneafy waking nights attending it, 
but all | could with honour grant to oblige him, 
appeared to me to be julftly due to his truth and 
love, and more the effect of gratitude, than of any 
defire of my own. The charaéter I had heard of 
him from my father, at my firft returning to Eng- 
land, in difcourfing of the young nobility, convinced 


‘me, that if I was his wife, I fhould have the pert- 


petual fatisfaction of knowing every adtion of his 
mult be approved by all the fenfible part of man- 
kind; fo that very foon I began to have no {cruple 


jeft, but that of leaving my little fcene of quiet-. 


nefs, and venturing again into the world. But 
this, by his continual application and fubmiflive 
* behaviour, 
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behaviour, by degrees entirely vanifhed, and I a 

reed he fhould take his own time to break it to my 
Pithes. whofe confent he was not long in obtaining 3 
for fuch a match was by no means to be refuted. 
There remained nothing now to be done, but to. 
prevail with the Earl of Northumberland to comply 
with what his fon fo.ardently defired; for which 
purpofe, he fet out immediately for London, and 
begged it as the greateft favour, that 1 would accome 
pany my father, who was alfo to go thither the 
week fojlowing. I could not refine his requelt, and 
as foon as we arrived in town, he Hew to me with the 
greateit rapiures, to infirm me his father was fo 
good, that finding his -happinefs depended on his 
aniwer, he had given him free Jeave to act in this 
affair as would belt pleafe himfelf, and that he had 
now no obftacle to prevent his withes. It was ‘thea 
the beginning of the winter, and the time for our. 
marriage was fixed. for the latter end of March; 
the confent of all parties made his accefs to me 
very eafy, and we converied together both with in- 
nocence and pleafure. As his fondnefs was fo great, 
that he contrived al] the methods poflible to keep 
me continually in his fight, he told me one morning, 
he was commanded by his father to attend him to 
court that evening, and begged I would be fo good 
as ‘to meet hun there. I was now fo ufed to act as 
he would have me, that I made no difficulty of 
complying with his defire. Two days after this, 
I-was very much furprifed at perceiving fuch a 
melancholy in his countenance, and alteration in 
his behaviour, as I could no way account for; but 
by importunity, at laft, I got from him, that Car- 
dinal Wolfey, for what reafon he knew not, had 
peremptorily forbid him to think any more of me: 
and when he urged that his father was not difplea- 
fed with it, the Cardinal, in his imperious manner, 
anf{wered him, he fhould give his father fuch convin- 
cing reafons, why it would be attended with great 
inconveniencies, that he was fure he could bring 


« him to be of his cpinion, On which he turned from 


‘ him, 


ad 
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him, and gave him no opportunity of replying. 
I could not imagine what defign the Cardinal could 
have fn intermeddling in this match, and I was 
(till more perplexed to find that my father treated 
my Lord Percy with much more coldnefs than 
ufual; he too faw it, and we both wondered what 
could poffibly be the caufe of all this. But it was 
not long before the myftery was all made clear by 
my father, who fending for me one day into his 
chamber, let me into a fecret which was as little 
withed for as expe@ted; he began with the furprifing 


effects of youth and beauty, and the madnels of 


Jetting go thofe advantages they might procure: aus, 
till it was too late, when we might wifh in vain to 
bring them back again. I ftocd amazed at this 


beginning; he faw my confufion, and bid me fit 


down and attend to what he was going to tell me, 
which was of the greateft confequence; and he ho- 
ped { would be wife enough to take his advice, and 
act as he fhould think beft for my futere welfare. 
He then.afked me, if I fhould not be much pleafed 
to bea — ] anfwered with the greate(t ear- 
neftnefs, that fo far from it, I would not live ina 
court again to be the greateft Queen in the world; 
that I had a lover that was both defirous and able 
to raife my ftation even beyond my wiihes. I 
found this difcourfe was very difpleafing ; my father 
frowned, and called me a romantic fool, and faid, 
if | would hearken to him he could make me a 
Queen; for the Cardinal had told him, that the 
King, from the time he faw me at court the other 
night, liked me; and intended to get a divorce 
from his wife, and to put me in her place; and 
ordered him-to find fome method to make me a 
maid of honour to her prefent Majefty, that in the 
mean time he might have an opportunity of feeing 
me. It is impodible to expre{s the aftonifhment 
thefe words threw me into;-‘and notwithttanding 
that the moment.before, when it appeared at fo 
great a diftance, I was very fincere in my decbara- 
tion, how much it was againft my will to be raifed 
’ 6 


~~ 


ee eee 


WORLD TO THE NEXT, &. 329 


fo high ; yet now the profpe& came nearer, I cons 
fefs my heart fluttered, and my eyes were dazzled 
with a view of being feated on a throne. My imae 
gination prefented before me all the pomp, power, 
and greatnefs, that attend a crown; and I was fo 
perplexed, I knew not what to anfwer, but re 
mained as filent as if I had: Joft the ufe of my — 
{peech. My father, who gueffed what it was thae 
made me in this condition, proceeded to bring all 
the arguments he thought moft likely to bend me 
to his will; at laft I recovered from this dream of 
grandeur, and begged him by all the moft endear- 
ing names I could think of, not to urge me difs 
honourably to forfake the man, who I was cone 
vinced would raife me to an empire, if in his power, 
and who had enough in his power to give me all I 
defired. But he was deaf to all I could fay, and 
infilted, that-by next week, I fhould prepare my- 
felf to go to’court: he bid me confider of it, and not 
prefer a ridiculous notion of honour tc the real in- 
tereft of my whole family, but, above all things, 
not to difclofe what he had trufted me with. On 
which, he left me to my own thoughts. When f 
was alone, I refleGted how little real tendernefs this 
behaviour fhewed to me, whofe happinefs he did 
not at all confult; but only. looked on me as a lade 
der, on which he could climb to the height of his 
own ambitious defires: and when,I thought on his 
fondnefs for me in my infancy, I could impute it 
to nothing, but either the liking me as a play-thing, 
or the. gratification of his vanity in my beauty. 
But 1 was too much divided between a crown and 
Isy engagements to lord Percy, to fpend much 
time in thinking of any thing elfe; and although 
my father had pofitively forbid me, yet, when he 
came next, I could not help acquainting him with 
all that had pafled, with the referve only of the 
ftruggle in my own mind on the firft mention of be- 
ing a queen. J expected he would have received 
the news with the greateft agonies; but he fhewed 
no vait emotion; however, he could not help turne 
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ing pale; and, taking me by the hand, looked at 
me with an air of tendernefs, and faid, * If being a 
queen will make you happy, and it is in your power 
to be fo, I would not for the world prevent it, let 
me fuffer what { will’? This amazing greatnefs of 
mind had on me quite the contrary effe& -from 
what it ought to have had: for inftead of increaf- 
ing my love for him, it almoft put an end to it; 
and | began to think, if he could part. with me, 
the matter was not much. And [ am convinced, 
when any man gives up the pofleflion of a woman, 
whofe confent he has once obtained, Jet his motive 
be ever fo generous, he will difoblige her. I could 
not help fhewing my diflatisfa@ion, and told him, 
I was very glad this affair fat fo eafy on him. He 
had not power to anfwer, but was fo fuddenly ftruck 
with this unexpedted ill-natured turn I gave his be- 
haviour, that he ftood amazed for fome time, and 
then bowed and left me. Now I was again left to 
my own reflections; but to make any thing intelli- 
gible out of them, is quite impoffible; I wifhed te 
be a queen, and wifhed I might not be one; I 
would have my lord Percy happy without me; and 
vet I would not have the power of my charms be fo 
weak, that he could bear the thought of life after 
being difappointed in my love. But the refult of 
all thefe confufed thoughts was a refolution to obey 
my father. I am afraid there was not much duty in 
the cafe, though at that time I was glad to take 
hold of that {mall fhadow, to fave me from look- 
ing on my own attions in the true light. When 
my lover came again, I looked on him with that 
coldnefs that he. could not bear, on purpofe to rid 
myfelf of all importunity : for fince I had refolved 
to ufe him ill, { regarded him as the moflument of 
my fhame, and his tvery look appeared to me to 
upbraid me. My father. foon carried me to court; 
there { had no very hard part to ac; for with the 
experience I had of mankind, I could find no great 
difficulty in managing a man who liked me, and for 
whom I not only. did not care, but had an utter 
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averfion to, but this averfion he believed to be vir- 
tue; for how credulous is a man who has an incli- 
nation to believe? And I took care fometimes to 


‘drop words of cottages and love, and how happy. 


the woman was who fixed her affeCions on a man © 
in fuch a ftation of hife, mat the might fhow her 

love, without being fulpected of hypocrify or mer- - 
cenary views. AH this was fwallowed very eafily 
by the amorous king, who pufhed on the divorce 
with the utmoft impetuofity, although the affair 
lated a good while, and I remained moft part of the 
time behind the curtain. Whenever the king men. 
tioned it to me, I ufed fuch arguments againit it, 


* as I thought the'moft likely to make him the more 
eager for it; begging that unlefs his conf{cience 


was really touched, he would not on my account 
ive any grief to his virtuous queen; for in being 
Ber handmaid, I thought myfelf highly honoured; 


s and that I would not only forego a crown, but even 


give up the pleafure of ever feeing him more, ra- 
ther than wrong my royal miftrefs. This way of 
talking, joined to his eager defire to poffefs my per- 
fon, convinced the king fo ftrongly of my exalted 
merit, that Ke thought ita meritorious a@ to dif- 


‘©. place the woman (whom he could not have fo good 


an opinion of, becaufe he was tired of her) and to 
put mein her place. After about a year’s flay at 


* court, as the king’s love to me began to be talked 


of, it was thought proper to remove me, that there — 
might be no umbrage given to the queen’s party; 


IT was forced to comply with this, though greatly - 
| againft my will; for I was very jealous that abfence 


might change the king’s mind. I retired again with 


* my father to his country-feat, but it had no longer 


thofe chasms for me which I once enjoyed there P 
for my mind was now too much taken up with am- 
bition to make room for any other thoughts. Dur- 
ing my ftay here, my royal lover often fent gentle- _ 
men to me with’ meflages and letters, which I al- | 

ways anfwered in the manner I thought would beft 


‘4 bring abqut my defigns, Baa to come back 
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‘ again to court. In_afl the Jetters that pafled bee 


manding in his, and fo deceitful and fubmiffive in 
mine, that { fometimes could not help reflecting on 
the difference betwizt this correfpondence and that 
with lord Percy; yg I was fo prefied forward by 
the defire of a crown, I could not think of turn- 
ing back. In all | wrote, I continually praifed 
his refolution of Jetting me be at a diftance from 
him, fince at this time it conduced indeed to my 
honour; but what-was of ten times more weight 
with me, 1 thought it was neceflary for his; and 
I would fooner fuffer any thing in the world thar 
be any means of hort to him, either in his intereft 


health, with fome reflections how neceffary the peace 
of the .mind was to that of the body. By theie 
means; I brought him to recal me again by the 
moft abfolute command, which I for a little time 
artfully delayed, (for 1 knew the irapatience of his 
temper would not bear any contradidion ;) till he 
caade my father in a manner force me to what { 
moft wifhed, with the atmoft appearance of reluc- 
tance on my fide. When] had gained this point, { 
began to think which way 1 could feparate the king 
from the queen, for hitherto they lived in the fame 
houfe. The lady Mary the queen’s daughter, be- 
ing then about fixteen, I fought for emniflaries. 
her own age that I-could confide im, to infil into 
her mind difréfpe@ful thoughts of -her father, and 
make a jelt of the tendernefs of his confcience about 
the divorce. I kmew fhe had naturally froag paf- 
fions, and that young people ef that age are apt to 
think thofe that pretend to be their: friends are: 
really fo, and only fpeak their minds freely; I af 
terwards contrived to have every word {he fpoke of 
him carried to the king; who took it all as I could 
wifh, and fancied thofe things did not come at firk 
from the young lady, but from her mother. He 
would often talk of it to me, and J agreed with him 
. © in his fentiments ; but then, as 3 great proof of my 
® - s . © good- 


ata nna nanan enn annn aA mah wannnennnonn nnn swab arktabrdannraa 


e 


A 


tween us, there was fomething fo kingly and com. — 


or reputation. I always gave him fome hints of ill 
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* goodnefs, I always endeavoured to excufe her, by 


{aying, a lady fo long time ufed to be a royaf 
queen, might naturally be a little exafperated with 
thofe fhe fancied would throw her from-that fta+ 
tion fhe fo juftly deferved. By thefe forts of plots, 
I found the way to make the king’ angry with the 
queen; for nothing is eafief than to make a man 
angry with a woman he wants to be rid of, and 
who ftands in the way between ‘him and _ his plea- 
fures: fo that now the king, on the pretence of the 
queen’s ob:tinacy, in a point where his confcience 
was fo tenderly concerned, parted with her. Every’ 
thing was now plain before me; I had nothing tar- 
ther to du but to let the king alone to his own de- 
fires;. and Lhad no reaton to fear, fince they had 
carried him fo far, but that. they would urge hinr 
on to do every thing Lained at. I was created mar- 
chioneis of Pembroke. ‘This dignity fat very ealy on 
me; for the thoughts of a much higher title took 
from me all feeling of this; and 1 looked upon be- 
ing a marchionefs as a trifle; not chat I {aw the 
bauble in its true light, but becaufe it fell fhort of 
what | had figured to myfelf I fhould foon obtain, 
The king’s defires grew very impatient, and it was 
not long before I was privately married to him. I 
was no fooner his wife, than | found all the queen 
come upon me; I felt myfelf confcious of royalty, 
and even the faces of my moft intimate acquaintance . 
feemed to me to be quite ftrange. 1 hardly knew 
them, height had turned my head, and I was fike 
aman placed on a monument, to whofe fight alt 
creatures at a great dtitance below him, appear like ~ 
fo many little pigmies crawling about on the earth ; 
and the profpect fo greatly delighted me, that I 
did not .-efently confider, that in both cafes de- - 
fcending «a few {teps erected by human hands would 
place us in the number of thofe very pigmies who 
appeared fo defpicable. Our marriage was kept - 
private for fome time, for it was not thought pro- 
per to make it public (the-affair of the divorce not 
being finithed) till the birth of my daughter Eliza-’ 
-.*. Ff2 * beth 
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beth made it neceflary. But all who faw me knew 
it; for my manner of fpeaking and adting was fo 
much changed with my flation,. that all around me 


: plainly perceived, I was fure | was a queen. While 


it was a fecret, I had yet fomething to with for; I 
could not be perfectly fatisfied, till allthe world was 
acquainted with my fortune: but when my coronas 
tion was over, and I was raifed to the height of my 


ambition, inftead of finding myfelf happy, I was 


in reality more miferable than ever; for belides that 
the averfion J had naturally to the king was much 
more dificult to diflemble after marriage than be- 
fore, and grew into a perfect deteftation, my imagi- 
nation, which had thus warmly purfoed a crown, 
grew cool when I was in the p:iiefion of it, and 
ave me time’to reflect what mighty matter IT had 
gained by all this budle; and [ often uied to think 
myfelf in the cate of the fox-hunter, who when he 
has toiled and {weated all day in the chace, as if 
fome unheard of bleffing was to crown his fuccefs, 
finds at Ja{t, all he has got by his labour is a ftink- 
ing naufeous animal. But my condition was yet 
worfe than his; for he leaves the loathfome wretch 
to be torn by his hounds, whilft 1 was obliged to 
fondle mine, and meanly pretend him to be the ob- 
jea&t of my love. For the whole time I was in this 
envied, this exalted ftate, I led a continual life of 


hypocrify, which I now know nothing on earth can — 


compenfate. I had no companion but the man I 
hated. 1 dared not difclofe my fentiments to any 
perfon about me; nor did any one prefume to enter 
into any freedom of converfation with me; but all 
who fpoke to me, talked to the queen, and not to 
me; for they would have faid juft the fame things 
to a drefs’d-up puppet, if the king had taken a fan- 
cy to call it his wite. And as [ knew every woman 
in the court was my enemy, from thinking fhe 
had wach more right than I had to the place I fil- 
led, I thought myielf as unhappy, as if J had been 
placed in a wild wood. where there was no human 
creature for me to fpeak to, in a continual a of 
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 #: leaving any traces of my footiteps, left { fhould be 

¢ found by fome dreadful moniter, or ftung by takes 

€ and adders: for fuch are fpiteful women to the 
objects of their envy. In this worft of all fituations, 
I was obliged to hide my melancholy, and appear 
chearful. This threw me toto an error the other: 
way, and I fornetimes fell into a levity in my behae 
viour, that was afterwards made ufe of to my dilad- 
vantage. [| had a fon dead-born, which | perccived 
abated fomething of the king’s ardor; for his tem- 
per could not brook the leatt et ifappointment. This 
gave me no uneafinefs; for not confidering the cons 
sequences, I could not help being beit pleated when 
I had lealt of his company Afterwards I found he 
had calt his eyes on one of my maids of honours 
and whether it was owing to any art of her’s, or 
only to the king's violent paftons, I was in the end 
uied even worle than my tormer mittrefs had been 
by my means. The decay cf the king’s affection 
was prefently feeo by all thofe court fycophants who 
continually watch tbe motions of royal eyes ; and the 
moment they found they:could be heard againtt me, 
they turned my moift innocent actions and words, 
nay even my looks, into proofs of the blackeft crimes. 
The king, who was impatient to enjoy his new love, 
lent a willing ear to all my accufers, who found 
ways of muking him jealous that I was falfe to his 
bed. He would not fo eafily have believed any thing 
againft me before, but he was now glad to flatter 
himfelf that he had found a reafon to do jult what 
he had refolved upon without a reafon; and on 
fome flight pretences, and hear-fay evidence, I was 
fent to the Tower, where the lady who was my 
greateft enemy, was appointed to watch me, and ly 
in the fame chamber with me. ‘This was really as 
bad a punifhment as my death; for fhe infulted me 
with thofe keen reproaches, and fpiteful witticifins, 
which threw me into fuch vapours and violent fits, 
that | knew not what I uttered in this condition. 
_€ She pretended, [I had confefs’d talking ridiculous 

© ftuff with a fet of low fellows, whom | had hardly 
; * ever 
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* ever taken notice of, as could have impofed on none 
* but fuch as were refolved to believe. I was brought’ 
€ ta my trial, and to blacken me the more, accuted 

* of converfing criminally with my own_ brother, 
‘ whom indeed | Ioved extremely well, but never 
© Jooked on him in any other light than as my friend. 
¢ However, I was condemned to be beheaded, or. 
* burnt, as the ‘king pleafed; and he was gracioufly 
€ pleafed, from the great remains of his love, to chule 
*“the mildeit fentence. Iwas much lefs thocked at 
¢ this manner of ending my life, than 1 fhould have 
¢ been in any other ftatinn: but I had had fo little en- — 
€joyment from the time I had been a queen, that 
© deach was the lefs dreadful to me. The chief things 
that lav on my conicience, were the arts [ made_ufe 
of to indtice the king to part with the queen, my 
‘ill ufage of lady Mary, and my jilting lord Perey. 
However, [ endeavoured to calm my mind as welf 
as I-could, and hoped thefe crimes would be for- 
given me: for in other refpects I had Ied a very m- 
nocent life, and always did all the good-natured ac- 
tions [ found an opportunity of doing. From the 
time I had it in my power, [ gave a great deal of 
money amongft the poor, I prayed very devoutly, 
and went to my execution very compofedly. Thus 
IF loft my life at the age of twenty-nine, in which 
fhort time 1 believe | went through more variety of 
fcenes than many people who live to be very old. 
I had lived in a court, where [ fpent my time in co- 
« quetry and gaiety: I had experienced what it was to 
* have one.of thofe violent paffions which makes the 
* mind aH turbulence and anxiety. I had had alover 
* whom | elteemed and valued; and at the latter part 
* of my life I was raifed toa ftation as high as the 
« vaineft woman could wifh. But in all thefe various 
© changes, I never enjoyed any real fatisfaction, un- 
* lefs in the little time I lived retired in the country 
¢ free from all noife and hurry ; and while I was con- 
‘© feious I was the ,object of the love and efteem of 4 
* man of fenfe'and honour.’ ne 
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: On the conclufion of this hiftory, Minos paufed 
° for a {mall time, and then ordered the gate to be 
thrown open for Anne Bullen’s admittance; on the 
confideration, that whoever had fuffered being a queen 
for four years, and been fenfible during all that time 
of the real mifery which attends that exalted ftation, 
‘ought to be forgiven whatever fhe had done to obtain - 


~ it*. 

* Here ends this curious manufcript; the reft being deftroyed 
in rolling up pens, tubacco, &c. It is to be hoped, heedlefs peo- > 
ple will hencefcerth be more cautious what they burn or ufe to 
other vile purpofes; efpecially when they confider the fate 
which had like to have befallen the divine Milton; and that 
the works of Homer were probably difcovered in fome chandler’s 
fhop in Greece. oS 
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